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All Want That Film Biz 


Hollywood, Feb. 10. 

While Hollywood is eyeing possible frontal attacks from the Pacific, 
it is being sniped economigally from the rear. Governor of Arizona, 
mayor of Phoenix and various chambers of commerce beyond the 
eastern border are using political and business pressure on the film 
industry to move into the desert regions across the Colorado river, far 
from blackouts or possible air raids. 

Land available for studios near Phoenix has been offered to pro- 
ducers, for free, along with guaranteed sunshine. California is noth- 
ing more than a claim jumper, according to historians of Arizona, 
who point out that Cecil B. DeMille made his first western, “The 
Squaw Man,’ in their state more than 20 years ago. 


Urge Dance Leaders, as Idols of Kids, 
To Ballyhoo the Need for Staying Fit 


a 

Bandleaders are expected to line| 
up behind a plan to pressure the 
youth of the country into taking 
better care of themselves physically. 
Details of what leaders will be ex- 
pected to do were outlined by John 














Nifty Billing 
Hollywood, Feb. 10. 
Prize offered by Mary Pick- 
ford for the best slogan for can- 





B. Kelly, Director of Physical Fitness} teen at Fort MacArthur, San 
of the Office of Civilian Defense, at} Pedro, Cal., went to Bob Schil- 
a luncheon given him by Mannie ler, former screen writer now 
Sacks, of Columbia Records, last| Stationed there. a i 
Thursday (5) at the Astor hotel, N.Y. Winning line was: ‘Through 
> these portals pass the _ best 


Revealing that approximately 47% | 
of the selectees called up for Army} 
duty since conscription began were| 


turned down for various physical de- | 
fects, Kelly took his listeners through | 
a 20-minute discourse on the methods | 


of the Axis nations in strengthening 
nici : incinnati, Feb. 10. 
bandstand drinking in performances c 


damn soldiers in the world.’ 








fluence. He asserted that jitterbug- 
Zing induced by modern dance styles 
is a great conditioner, in his opinion, 





but that in visiting ballrooms re- 
cently he found too few dancers 
gyrating. Majority of young idol- 
izers of name bands and leaders 


spent their time clustered around the 





manpower, and deplored the Ameri- 

can machine age as a softening in- 

instead of dancing Reading of defense announcements 
Accordingly he asked leaders to do| on WLW and WSAI, Crosley sta- 


(Continued on page 47) ‘tions, is being- done by mothers of 

oe DEA ALR ILY men in Uncle Sam’s armed forces. | 

PAR PARD PROPOSES | This personal appeal idea was in- | 
gugurated Monday (9). Four dif- 

ferent mothers are assigned to the 


CASH GIFTS TO U.S.A. 


One of the Paramount theatre 
Partners is reported to have recom- 
mended cash donations to the Gov- 
ernment and was prepared to start 
the ball rolling if high Par execs as 


task each day. They are introduced 
{by name and identified as having a 
son in the designated arm of 
ice and ‘having a message for you. 
Mothers are selected for activity in 
Greater Cincy’s civic and social af- 


Ss 


well as all other partners would do | fairs. 

the same. Thought was a gift of the In January, the two Crosley sta- 
money, not buying of bonds. This | tions made 1,257 announcements, 
Par partner, not revealed, was will- | double the number for December, 


according to Katherine Fox, who is 


ing to give $5,000 of his own money. 1e 
in charge of this patriotic service. 


Plan went no further, 
Several of the Par operating part- 





serve | 








ners are extremely wealthy, rating 
into seven figures. 
Banking with Uncle Sam 
Hollywood, Feb. 10. 

Recommendation that the strike 
fund and Savings account of the 
Screen Cartoonists Guild be invested 
in Defense Bonds was approved 
Monday (9) night by 
directors, 

Amount not specified. 





the board of | 


No Gag Now 


Hollywood, Feb. 10. 
Gagsters who have had fun kidding 
a certain film star about oversized 


dogs should make merry with a $15,-) 


850 suit filed against the Chinese 


'theatre by Mrs. Julia Kaufman. 


She charges injury when she trip- 
ped over the footprint in the thea- 
tre’s famed forecourt. 


LILY PONS RATED 
), TOPS WOMEN 


80 Performers Monopolize 
$5,500,000 Gross by Snar- 
ing About Half of It— 
Haphazard Existence for 


Thousands 





MANY IN $1,000 CLASS 





Of about $5,500,000 grossed by 
thousands of concert performers in 
| the United States annually, about 80 
performers snare approximately half 
of that amount, a ‘Variety’ survey re- 
veals. Nelson Eddy and Lily Pons 
are the top earners, the former lead- 
ing the entire field; the latter is sec- 
ond and tops the women. 

The top artists receive fees of $1,- 
000 and up per engagement, which 
may run from four to 90 yearly for 
each, with the average about 
With the limited audience and box- 
office avaiiability, the smaller sing- 
ers and instrumentalists are thus cut 
to a bare living and it is doubtful if 
more than 10% of those actually try- 
| ing to make a living in concert earn 
as much as $30 weekly. 
| The two biggest in 
| field, Columbia Concerts and 
| National Concert and Artists Service, 





agencies the 


| Inc., have about 225 artists on their | 


lists. 
000 


Their artists do about $4,500,- 
business annually. About 


dependent managers, their artists and 


Eddy Averages $3,000 
Eddy’s average of 30 annual con- 
|certs does better than a $200,000 
| gross. He has received high as 
| $7,000 for a concert and generally 
takes in $3,000-$3,500 
ceives an average of $3,000. 





as 





9 5 


the | 


an- | 
other $1,000,000 is picked up by in-| 


those who book themselves. NBE 
grosses about $2,000,000, Columbia, | 
$2,500,000. 


Miss Pons re- | 


See Record Charity Gross ($140,000) 
For Navy Relief s Single N.Y. Show 





Military Sellers 


The military songs that are 
actually selling in substantial 
lots are the old standards such 
as ‘Anchors Aweigh’ (Robbins), 
‘The Caissons Go Rolling Along’ 
(Shapiro-Bernstein) and ‘The 
Marine’s Hymn’ (Marks). 

Piano copies of these numbers 
have each been receiving as high 
an overturn as 400 to 700 a day. 


U.S. DIGS INTO 
FILM LABOR 
RACKETS 








Hollywood, Feb. 10. 


of 





| New investigation film labor 


racketeering has been launched here, | 
In- 
who made the | 


.s 


Ss 


|said to be headed by 
ternal Revenue agent 


FBI and 


Navy Relief Fund benefit show at 
Madison Square Garden, N. Y,, 
March 10, in which name players 
from every branch of the show busi- 
ness will participate, is expected to 
hit an all-time high gross for any 
single performance. Ticket sale may 
realize $115,000, with another $25,- 
000 possible from program advertis- 
ing and sale, meaning an over-all 
total of $140,000. 

Boxes are being sold for $1,000 
per, while regular seats are scaled 
to $16.50 top. Several show biz 
names have personally been push- 
ing the sales, with Eddie Cantor him- 
self getting rid of around $25,000 
worth. Those selling tickets say 
they’ve received as high as $100 for 
a pair of $16.50 tickets, purchasers 
tacking on the extra coin as an added 
donation to Navy Relief. 

For a time something of a tug-o’- 
war was on between Walter Winchell 
(N. Y. Mirror) and Ed Suilivan 
(N. Y. News) as to which columnist 
would retain most identity with the 











| first probe resulting in the conviction | 


of George £ 3rowne and 


Bioff. 
Current 


is 


investigation 


Willie | 


reported | 


centered around records of the | 
|IATSE in an effort to learn what | 
became of the millions collected by | 
Browne and Bioff on a 2% salary 


lassessment against all members of 
| IATSE. Understood the Government 
lis not satisfied with the idea that 


Browne 2nd Bioff were the only ones 
| concerned in the financial milking of 
film studio and theatre employees. 


SONG REINFORCEMENTS 
FOR HERO MacARTHUR 


Singers receiving $1,000 or ove! 
per engagement include Jeanette | 
| MacDonald, Paul Robeson, Rich- 
ard Crooks, Helen Traubel, John 
Charles Thomas, Nino Martini, 
Gladys Swarthout, Rise Stevens 

Anderson, 


Lansing Hatfield, Marion 


page 


FORT BRAGG WOULD 
DRAFT ENTIRE BAN 


Ted Duane, arranger-tenor sax 
player, formerly with Jan Savitt, is 
'soon to be inducted. Last week he 


(Continued on 47) 








received a request from the com- 
+mandant of Fort Bragg, N. C., ask- 


ing him to try to round up enough 
about-to-be-conscripted musicians 
to form an outfit and have them don 
uniforms with him and form a 
much-needed post band at Bragg. 

Duane recently was rehearsing a 
band of his own, but gave it up 
probably because of kis low draft 
| classification. 


Tin Pan Alley is engaged in a race 
to turn out songs celebrating Gen 
MacArthur’s valiant stand on Bataan 
Peninsula. Among the titles involv- 
ing songs on that theme which have 
already been filed with the regis- 
tration bureau of the Music Pub- 
lishers Protective Association are | 
‘Hats Off to MacArthur’ (Paull- | 


Pioneer), ‘Fighting Doug MacArthur’ 
(Berlin) and ‘Here’s to MacArthur,’ 


‘God Bless MacArthur’ and ‘The 
|MacArthur March’ (Shapiro-Bern- 
preresy 


The rationing sidelights of the war 
have also already begun to serve as 
|themes for songs. 
sic’s ‘Don’t Put Me 


On a Ration of 


Love’ and ‘I Must Have Priorities on | 


Your Love’: the Tobias Bros.’ ‘Who 
Needs Sugar, When I’ve Got Honey’ 
land Broadway Music’s ‘Ive Got Four 


mammoth variety show. Winchell 
was first in the picture, then Sulli- 
van tried to edge into the spotlight 
by suggesting that the Madison 
(Continued on page 23) 


Mutual Network 
Chalks Up Its Ist 
$1,009,000 Month 


Mutual Network grossed $1,024,512 
in time sales for January, '42, or 
102.8% better than the tally was for 
the like month of 1941. It also rep- 
resents Mutual’s first attainment of 
the million-dollar mark for any one 
month. 

The network’s previou 
high the: $958.935 


vember. 


monthly 
ed last 


| if 
was it ¢ 


2ro 
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Tracy May Do Steinbeck 
Play for Serlin on B’way 


Spencer Tracy may be seen on 
Broadway this spring if Oscar Serlin 
is successful in his present mission 


on the Coast. Legit producer went 


| to Hollywood last week, it has been 


learned, to attempt to get Tracy for 
the top role in John Steinbeck's ‘The 
Moon is Down.’ 

Tracy’s commitments to Metro are 


| understood to be a principal factor 


in delaying his pacting. Play is 
about Norwegian resistance to their 


There’s Mills Mu- | Nazi overlords . 





Thanks to Yanks 


Audrey Morais, head of the Ja- 


| maica Theatres circuit, Jamaica. Brit- 


ish West Indies, has been successful 


‘Brand New Tires.’ Other late en- in his campaign to get the Jamaica 
itries to the war song list are ‘I’m government to use a special ‘Thank 
Building a Tent House in Ireland’| You, America’ cancellation on all 
(Bob Miller), ‘Sweetheart of the! postage stamps. 

A.E.F.” (Robbins) and ‘Kickin’ the| Idea is to express gratitude to US. 
Panzer’ (Crawford) | for part it is playing in the war. 
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Holly, ood, Feb. 19. 

The rubberlegger has made his ap- 
pearance in Hollywood and he ain't 
Leon Errol. He’s suspiciously like 
the same guy who was selling phoney 
perfume smuggled in from Tia 
Juana. His racket is equally as 
gyppy and Hollywood as usual has 
fallen. In fact several smart lads 
at the studio and around the Holly- 
wood-Vine sector have been taken. 
They'd like to squawk, but who'll 
listen? 

The pitch is simple. From a cor- 
ner of his mouth, the peddler ad- 
vises the boys that he has a hot tire. 
It’s brand new. The paper wrap- 
ping is still around it. Serial num- 
bers and everything are right there. 
You can see them yourself. Pal of 
his, truck driver for a big store, 
grabbed it. All you have to do is 
run a file over the serial number. 
That’s to protect his pal. The price? 
The pal has a sick wife. He'll let it 
go cheap. Can you see the tire? Sure. | 
He'll have it out to your house to- 
night. .Cash, though. No checks. 
Simple? 

Night arrives and so does the guy 
with the tire. It looks like the Mc- 
Coy. Wrapped in the original paper 
wrapping and everything. He'll tear 
off some of the wrapping just to 
prove what a bargain he is giving 
you. He just happens to tear off 
about seven inches of paper right 
where the brand and serial number 
is. That’s luck. That also clinches 
the sale. Here’s the dough and the 
sucker promises to file off the serial 
number pronto. The deal is made 
and off goes the Kind-Friend-in-the- 
Great-Emergency. 

Mr. Beat -the - Rubber - Shortage | 
hustles back to the garage to bet- 
ter examine his smart buy. He tears 
off the remainder of the wrapper 
and with it gets a belly drop. There’s 
about a 10-inch section of new 
rubber, serial and brand included. 
The rest of the tire is a broken 
down affair rescued from some tire | 
dump. 

About a dozen sharp lads have 
been taken, but they ain’t talkin’. 
Who’s going to listen? 


CHINESE WIN JAP WAR, | 








Halifax, N. S., Feb. 10. 


Survivors of a torpedoing epic off 
Nova Scotia participated in the first 
Chinese stage production in the east- 
ern provinces. ‘Refugees of China’ 
was the title, a medley of very mel- 


was based on the war 
CHinese and Japs, the complete 
Chinese cast using the Chinese lan- 
guage only. An off-stage voice in- 
terprets the action for non-Chinese 
customers, 


Hong Kong Chinese Theatre, and a 

_ steamship steward the past year, 
wrote, produced, directed the pro- 
duction, and played two parts, that 
of the Chinese merchant, wearing 
skirts, and the merchant’s wife, 
wearing pajamas, 

All the performers had been res- 

» cued from a ship sunk by a German 
submarine after drifting about on the 
bosom of the Atlantic for many days, 
during which over 150 of the Chinese 
crew perished from exposure to the 
severe cold prevailing in open life- 
boats and rafts. 

In the stage production, the 
Chinese win the war, and the card- 
board dome of the beheaded Jap 
generalissimo is flourished overhead 
while a Chinese general stands with 
one foot on the balance of the Jap 
leader’s body. The musical accom- 
paniment for the ‘Refugees of China’ 
was by the Chinese Club ork of Hali- 
fax. 





Father’s Will Cites High 
Salary; Krims Left Out 


Miami Beach, Feb. 10. 
Milton Krims, Hollywood writer, 
was left out of his father’s will, re- 
cently filed here, because ‘he has an 
income of more than $50,000 a year 
and is not in need of an inheritance.’ 
Writer’s father, Robert, died Nov. 2 
and left an estate valued at $28,035. 
Virtually the entire amount goes 
to the widow, Mrs. Betty Krims. 


‘Wanna-Buy-a-Tire 
Coasters; It's There, Now It Isn't There 


——— + 


low drama and musical comedy. It} 
between the 


Ma Ming, formerly an actor in the | 


Pitch Throws 





Bugle’s Sour Note 





Los Angeles, Feb. 10. 

That retread job on Lou Clay- 
ton’s schnoz, which blew up a 
$79,500 damage suit against the 
plastic surgeon, was costly to 
him in a professional way, it 
was testified by Jimmy Durante, 
who should know something 
about noses. He said the beauti- 
fication project on the Clayton 
proboscis required such fre- 
quent hospitalization that he 
(Durante) was forced to engage 
other agents to negotiate deals 


for him. 
Dr. Josif Ginsburg, who 
bobbed Clayton's beezer, also 


made approaches to Durante for 
a makeover of his smeller, but 
Jeems chased him with, “Whad- 
dya want me to do, drive a 
truck.’ 


Berlin Still Fancies 
‘Yip, Yip, Yaphank II’ 


Camp Upton, N. Y., Feb. 10. 

Irving Berlin was out here from 
New York last week to view ‘We're 
Ready,’ musicomedy written, acted 
and produced by the soldiers, and 
to revive discussion of a ‘Yip, Yip, 
Yaphank II.’ 

First edition of ‘Yaphank’ in 1917 
was a tremendous success in two 
weeks on Boradway. Berlin wrote 
and acted in that and he has fre- 
quently mentioned the idea of doing 
another soldier show at Upton for 
presentation in Manhattan. 


CAN’T BEEF BACK 


Lighton Quits Metre, Prefers Rang- 
ing Four-Foeters 
Hollywood, Feb. 10. 
Beef on the hoof is preferred to 
beefs in the studio by Louis D. Ligh- 

















ton, who resigned as editorial super- 


visor on productions at Metro to live 
on his‘ cattle ranch near Prescott, 
Ariz. Lighton spent five years on 
the Culver City lot, part of the time 
as producer. Among his productions 
were ‘Captains Courageous’ and 
‘Test Pilot,’ both money makers. 
Exit from Metro is understood to 


ON NOVA SCOTIA STAGE) ve over a disagreement with higher 


| execs on picture policies. Lighton is 
|} moving into new hacienda in 
| Arizona and has numerous cattle 
| holdings in California. 


his 


Star Bil'ing for Berle 
Hollywood, Feb. 10. 
Star billing, no less, will be given 
Milton Berle in 20th-Fox’s ‘Whis- 
pering Ghosts.’ 
He made three previous pictures 
at the studio as a featured player. 














Bonds cost as little as $18.75, 
stamps come as low as 10 
cents. Defense bonds and 
stamps can be bought at all 
banks and _ postoffices, and 
stamps can also be purchased 
at retail stores. 











‘Argentina Takes Steps 


To Ban Fun-Poking At 
Dictators During Fete 


Buenos Aires, Feb. 3. 


Fearful that forthcoming Carnival 
season—three-day pre-Lenten cele- 
bration which in Latin countries is 
the jamboree of the year—-may be 
used by political elements, govern- 
ment here has taken steps to strictly 
contro] all merry-making. 

Police have issued edicts banning 
fun-poking ai ‘foreign officials,’ mean- 
ing those of dictator countries, al- 
though that fact is not mentioned. 
Rule states that costumes, disguises 
and colors affecting feelings of any 
nationality will be prohibited. No 
masks or face covering of any kind 
will be permitted, cops being afraid 
that they'll be used to cover up 
criminal acts. Use of tubes of water 
and perfume, whicit merrymakers 
have been accustomed to squirt in 
the eyes of passersby during the jol- 
lity period, has also been banned. 


Wynn Talking Radio 


Deal, Summer Musical 





Ed Wynn summoned his personal 
rep., George Wood, back from Miami 
for a radio deal now being discussed 
via the William Morris agency. 
Wynn also plans a summer book mu- 
sical. Lew Brown meantime is 
working on the comedy materia] for 
the radio series. 

Incidentally, a radio report of 
Wynn’s marriage is erroneous. 





‘Helen Twelvetrees Gabs 


Of Films on WMCA, N.Y. 


Helen Twelvetrees, former film ac- 
tress, starts a weekly program of 
| film reviews on WMCA, N., Y.. next 
Monday (16). She'll air 
p.m. on a sustaining basis. 

Actress was last in legit, with the 
road company of ‘Arsenic and Old 
Lace’ last spring. 


| 
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Hollywood, Feb. 10. 

Finally wound up work on my picture, “Whispering Ghosts.’ In one 
scene a fellow threw a hatchet at me and just missed my head. A little 
closer anc there’d be chipped ham on the set. 

My producer, Sol Wurtzel, said to me: ‘Berle, you did a fine job—here’s 
a bonus.’ What am I going to do with 200 Elmo Lincoln pictures? 

A reporter from a big news syndicate came on the set and said, ‘I'm 
here to interview you, Mr. Berle. Can you give me a 2,000-word story— 
on Brenda Joyce?” j 

When the picture was in the can, the whole cast gave me a gift—just 
what I needed—peti-point kleenex. 

Broadway Department 

Harold Conrad writes me that Joe Frisco is the cleanest fellow he ever 
met. Every night Joe washes out his Racing Form and hangs it up to dry, 

Georgie Jessel is getting so worried he can’t work. His baby is almost 
a year old—and still no marriage offers. 

One of Lindy’s herrings has struck it rich. 
| Leo’s icebox. 

, Joe E. Lewis met an actor who is all ready for the opening of summer 
stock—he just purchased a pitchfork. 
Holly weediana 
Maxie Rosenbloom put his application in to become a member of the 
Army Intelligence. Three days later he received a reply: ‘Dear Sir—Are 
You Kidding?’ 

George Raft has introduced a new game to take the place of gin-rummy, 
called ‘Suspended.’ You go to a studio, they give you a script, you turn 
| it down, then run home and pout. (Such fun.) 

Cliff Nazarro says an tndependent company is going to make a sequel 
; to ‘The Chocolate Soldier, to be called “The Chocolate Soldier With 
| Almonds,’ or ‘Hershey Bar, I Love You.’ ‘ 
| Jerry Bergen knows a fellow who got in bad with his producer uncle for 
whom he worked—so he was demoted to an acting nephew. 

Music Department 

Henry Busse had a contraption put on tke edge of his trumpet that 
pops the corn as it emerges. 

Bob Crosby knows a songwriter whose tune lay on the publisher's shelf 
for so long that when they firally decided to use it they had to amputate 
the song from the mahogany. 

Tommy Dorsey says with so many musicians in the Army, the captain 
in command has to give them a downbeat before they snap to attention, 
Radie Department 

Due to all the shortages in the country, Clyde MeCoy had to change 
his theme song from ‘Sugar Blues’ to ‘Saceharine Blues.’ 

Bill Goodwin knows a fellow who enters all the contests on the air and 
when he was divorced recently his wife won the custody of his boxtops. 

Got the shock of my life the other day. I met a gag writer who didn’t 
have any files, never switched a joke and wrote nothing but original 
material, 








He now has a penthouse in 


Hangnail Descriptions 
Electric Chair: Hot-spot . . . Western Film: Cactus with Sprockets . . . 
Check Dodger: Little-Bo-Cheap . . Swimming Poot: Bathtub that made 
good. 
Observation Department 
The new ‘Zoot suits’ the jitterbugs are wearing are really something. 
|I saw one fellow with a jacket so long he didn’t have to wear pants— 
just spats. 
| I understand they are going to hold the Academy Award dinner at 
| Bette Davis’ house—so she won't have to leave the place to get her usual 
| ‘Oscar.’ 
If the American women are deprived of any more articles of clothing, 
'due to shortages like girdles, silks, stockings and so-forth, they'll be walk- 
}ing around in sarongs—which won't be bad. 
Eavesdropped at Jvoe’s barbor shop: ‘He must be a celebrity, he doesn’t 
| even pay his bills 
Eavesdropped at Maurice's: ‘Is he cheap? 
ings in his apartment.’ 
Eavesdropped at Merry-Go-Round: ‘How 
sweet tooth have such a sour disposition?’ 
My brother (the one who was left at the Emily Post) has turned phi- 
larthiopist. He spends cil hiatime colieet:n: cld suits for homele-s moths. 
Whatever Became of ? 
Pilcer, Douglas & Raft Ting-a-Ling 
Hale & Harty Fun & Bubbles 
Ketchem & Cheatem Lewis & Moore 
Afterpiece 
If you want te beat the Japs, Defense-Stamp them out. 





He even has imitation etch- 


could anyone with such a 





L.A’s Most Useful Citizen | SCHILDKRAUT TO DIRECT 
Award to Don Thornburgh| DRUGSTOREITES ’1-ACTER 


Los Angeles, Feb. 10. Joseph Schildkraut will direct one 
Donald W. Thornburgh, Coast of the three one-act plays which the 
head of CBS, was acclaimed L. A.’s |actor habitues of Walgreen's drug 
most useful citizen in 1941 by the | Store at 44th street and Broadway, 
Realty Board and won the award of | N- Y. will present to raise money 
a gold watch at the annual banquet | for the American Theatre Wing War 
last Friday night (6). It marked the | Relief. Date hasn’t been set yet for 
first time that anyone from radio | the evening of plays, but they all 
had been singled out for the kudos, | Wil! be about actors. Performance, 
Award read, ‘To the citizen who | '°° which admish will be 50c, will 
distinguishes himself above all | be primarily for actors, although the 
others by his unselfish civic service | PUDlic will also be welcome. 
to the community.’ Schildkraut, who was in ‘Clash by 
A previous winner of the award | Night,” which closed Saturday (7), 
was Will Rogers. Accolade has gen- started Monday (9) to cast his play, 








erally gone to civie bigshots which is by Tennessee Williams. 
Another one is in rehearsal, being 
a directed by Paul Seymour. It’s 


Deering Henored 
Houston, Tex., Feb. 10. 
Francis R. Deering, manager of 


called ‘Dress Rehearsal’ and is by 
Charles Jackson. It was presented 
| over the air on the Columbia work- 








ABBOTT and COSTELLO 


On National Release Feb. 13 


in 
“RIDE "EM COWBOY” 

Chase & Sanborn Hour, NBC-Red 
Management of: EXWARD .SHERMAN 


Universal Pictures 
«, (7 Under .Persenal 





Loew's State, has been ‘named this 
city’s outstanding young man of 
1941 by the Junior Chamber of Com- 
merce, and was awarded its dis- 
tinguished service key. 

He has long been active in local 
civic and fraternal works. 





EDNA BEST’S BOY ENLISTS 


Vancouver, B. C., Feb. 10. 
James Beard, 20-year-old son of 
English actress Edna Best, former 
wife of Herbert Marshall, joined the 
Royal Canadian Air Force here re- 
cently. 
He was one of six American ‘bit’ 





players from Hollywood applying 
for enlistment. ( ee 


shop with an adaptation by Norman 
Corwin. Third play hasn’t been se- 
lected yet. 

Music Box theatre has been of- 
fered by Moss Hart for a Sunday 
evening performance of the one- 
acters, with Mrs. Martin Beck Offer- 
ing the Martin Beck theatre as an 
alternate possibility. 





Miami to N. Y. 








Bill Steinke 
Ted Collins 
Kate Smith 
A. M. Botsford 





Rodney Bush 














Wednesday, February 11, 1942 


VARIETY 


MISCELLANY 3 





SURPRISE FLO 





“DROP CAMP SHOW B.O. 


Never on solid ground, it would be strategic for USO-Camp 
Shows, Inc., and Army and Navy authorities to immediately 
drop the admissions charges to servicemen witnessing the camp 
shows. Representations from USO contributors have already 
begun to pour in, objecting to their relatives and friends in the 
armed forces being forced to pay for something that was orig- 
inally conceived and presented as strictly a charity. 





More squawks will follow and they may well culminate in 
irreparable damage to the next USO drive for funds, scheduled 
for June. As it is, it’s going to be difficult for the USO to 
persuade the general public to contribute to something the 
boys in khaki and blue have had to pay for. 





This highlights one of the glaring omissions in this country’s 
hasty preparedness program, which made provision for billions 
of dollars in armament but virtually nothing for the upkeep of 
soldiers’ and sailors’ morale. Instead, this was left to private 
enterprise, with the result that the United Service Organiza- 
tions was set up and the public solicited for $15,000,000. Of 
this, a little over $1,000,000 has been handed over for camp 
shows, and, incidentally, that was just about the amount the 
USO collected via the theatre industry. It may be swelled to 
$1,500,000 by mid-March. 


Thus, what should have been a service to servicemen became 
instead a charity. Only it was charity in quotes, so no wonder 
the complaints that the soldiers and sailors are paying for 
something that was originally donated. 


Little doubt exists that servicemen’s entertainment should 
come to them without cost, but there’s even less doubt that it 
should not be in the guise of charity. Anyhow, if the means to 
provide camp shows remain contingent on public charity, the 
entire entertainment program may be jeopardized. The ad- 
ministration has warned the nation to expect a long war and 
mmany sacrifices, not the least of which will be higher and 
higher taxation and more and more requests for donations to 
vital charities. That the USO’s camp shows on their present 
admissions-charge basis will be considered a ‘vital charity’ is 
questionable. That the USO’s fund-raising drives in the future 
may be difficult is a likelihood not to be ignored. 


This puts it up to the Government, which, by ear-marking 
say $10,000,000, can insure a fulsome servicemen’s stage enter- 
tainment program through two years, at least. This without 
admissions. In World War I the U. S. completely financed the 
camp shows. Why not now? 


It would be regrettable, should USO funds run short in the 
future, if the camp show program is curtailed. That will mean 
more and more calls for ‘free talent,’ and it then will be sharply 
emphasized that the average variety actor is not as affluent in 
’42 as he was in 1917-’18, when he could afford and evidently 
was willing to donate his talent. 


While the high-salaried names from pictures, vaude, legit, 
concert and radio are in the position to contribute their services, 
the average actor’s circumstances are such that he must re- 
ceive compensation for any extended ‘free dates,’ or else break 
the habit of eating. The little variety performer has already 
evidenced, however, via the sharp salary cuts in the USO-CSI 
units, that he is markedly patriotic and willing to make sacri- 
fices for the men behind the guns. Most of them can’t afford 
further sacrifices, much less work for nothing, which they may 
be called upon to do. 


PROPOSE FREE °* 
GATE FOR ALL 
SERVICE MEN 


Buffalo, Feb. 10. 

A bill requiring picture theatres 
to admit uniformed service men free 
will be introduced this week into 
the New York State Legislature by 
Assemblyman Fred M, Hammer of 
the Third District, 

According to a statement issued 
by Hammer, while some theatres 
are admitting service men at re- 
duced prices others are collecting 
full ticket charges. The free admis- 
Sion bill will cover all amusements 
throughout New York State except- 


ing where reserved seat tickets are 
used, 





LOEW’S ICELAND NO GAG 
RKO Blarney Stone—Setting 
Acts for Foreign Bases 

USO-Camp Shows, is 
ahead with plans for 


Inc 9 


the sending of 


going 


side the United States, principally 
Iceland, North Ireland, Hawaii, the 
Caribbean area and Alaska. Naturally, 
because of possible leakage of vital 
information, the names of acts, sail- 
ing dates and embarkation points are 
being kept secret. 

Talent is being signed for six- 
month stretches, plus stipulations for 
21 days of travel each way to and 
from the point of entertainment for 
soldiers, sailors, ete. 

Units will travel in convoys. Pos- 
sibility that warships might be used 
when heading in the same direction 
as the shows has been ruled out, in- 
asmuch as the Navy’s ships might be 
engaged in battle at any time. 








in Army bombers, as was the case 
with a contingent of name players 


some months ago. 


talent to Army and Navy bases out- | 


vv 








Donald Nelson, Jim Farley, Danny | 
Kaye, Maxie Rosenbloom, Sophie | 
|Tucker, Eddie Davis, Block and| 


ARS, AUTHORS 
DADDUCERS. DIP 


Many Outstanding Legit Per- 
sonalities Associated With 
Unsuccessful Plays This 
Season—Not Enough Good 
Scripts Around 











WRONG PSYCHOLOGY 





The flop legit crop is the talk of 
Broadway, although failures are far 
from unusual. Comment has been 
aroused by the number of plays by 
name authors, presented by name 
managers, that have opened and 
closed in short order this season. A 
number have also had star names. 


Wrong psychology as to what will 
attract playgoers is one explanation, 
while a claimed script shortage is 
another. 


George S. Kaufman and Edna 
Ferber fell down with ‘The Land Is 
Bright,’ which was expected to keep 
the Music Box lighted all season. 
It’s dark. Previously Kaufman’s re- 
write of ‘Mr. Big’ was swiftly taken 
off. Max Gordon produced ‘Land’ 
and also ‘Sunny River,’ an Oscar 
Hammerstein, Sigmund Romberg 
operetta that was a more costly 
losing venture, but the manager 
stowed away a real hit in ‘Junior 
Miss’ (Lyceum) before lamming for 
the Coast. 

Somerset Maugham is also among 
the topflight writers who couldn't 
score, his ‘Theatre’ failing to hold 
up on Broadway. John Golden pro- 
duced, but latter still has ‘Claudia’ 
in the money. Cornelia Otis Skin- 
ner was the ‘Theatre’ star. 

Dwight Deere Wiman, who does 
much better with musicals, hasn’t 
been able to get into stride with 
straight plays this season. ‘Letters 
From Lucerne’ was a war casualty, 
while ‘Solitaire,’ written by John 

(Continued on page 43) 


Show Biz, Civic W.K.s 
Participate in Award 





Gala for Joe E. Lewis| 


One of those spontaneous galas 
that one couldn’t pre-book or 
judge occurred Sunday (8) night at 
the Copacabana, New York nitery, 
where Joe E. Lewis is starred and 


where a host of notables turned out | 


as a personal tribute. Eddie Cantor 
and ex-Mayor Jimmy Walker alter- 
nated as m.c.’s. 


Sully, Johnny Green, 


those doing something on the floor, 


and finally, after a solid three hours | 


of impromptu performance, from 
midnight until 3 a.m., Lewis had to 
beg off, ‘Let me earn a living; I 
can’t make a speech, but Ill do a 
|}song for you.’ 

The highlights were several 
topped by Donald Nelson's partici- 
pation in Lewis’ new song, ‘Can't 
|Get the Merchandise, Can’t Get the 





it’s | 
possible, however, that for the Car- | 
ibbean bases the talent may travel | 


} 
| 
| 
' 


Stuff.’ a tiptop, new priorities num- | 


ber. The war production boss gra- 
ciously got into the spirit of that. 

The occasion was the award of 
the N. Y. Mirror-Ted Friend medal 
to Lewis as the top cafe star of this 
year, and an extra $1.50 a head was 
charged, realizing around $1,000 for 
split among three religious charity 
funds. 





Farrow Back Directing 


Hollywood, Feb. 10. 

John Farrow, invalided home from 
the Royal Canadian Navy, returns to 
pictures as director of ‘Wake Island’ 
at Paramount. 

Robert Preston and 
Carey are slated for top roles 
story of Marine heroism 





Macdonald 
in the 





LEGIT CROP 





pre- | 


War production boss | 


Pat C. Flick | 
land Henny Youngman were among | 


+ 





Widespread, Sentimental Reaction 
To Joe Cook’s Announced Retirement: 
Propose Public Tribute to Comedian 


a 








Romance’s ‘All Clear’ 


Philadelphia, Feb. 10. 
A central city night spot used 
last Tuesday’s test blackout ad- 
vantageously. It advertised: 
‘Reserve a booth for the black- 
out. Fifteen minutes of unin- 
terrupted romance!’ 


Vaughn Paul May 
Join Service As 
Deanna Re joins U 


Reaction to the announcement of 
retirement by Joe Cook that ap- 
peared in ‘Variety’ last week, when 
the reasop for his decision was set 
forth, was nation-wide expressions 
of regret. Cook ordered a page ad 
in ‘Variety’ to explain why has been 
the talk of show business, for it is 
without precedent in the biz. 

In his letter to the editor, which 
was set forth in the page, the nature 
of his illness was not revealed but 
he readily explained his physical 
condition, diagnosis indicating what 
is technically called lateral sclerosis. 
Covuk wishes that known because, he 
feels, it may reach the attention of 
some physician who has successfully 
treated the ailment which affects the 
spinal chord and is noticeable in his 
left hand. 

The Herald Tribune, N. Y., crystal- 
ized the public sentiment in an edi- 
torial: ‘Joe Cook’s graceful and 
brief announcement of his retire- 
ment will bring regret not only to 
his friends but to all who had the 
good fortune to observe his ingeni- 

(Continued on page 44) 














Vaughn Paul, Deanna Durbin’s 
young producer-husband, was last 
week reported heading for Washing- 
ton to enter some branch of the U. S. 
service. Paul’s reported decision co- 
incided with Miss Durbin’s peace 
pact with Universal. 

Flareup which resulted in Miss 
Durbin’s tiff with the studio for ap- 
proximately five months originated 
from the actress’ burnup when Uni- 
versal execs turned down Paul’s re- 
quest that top stars on the lot be as- 
signed to him for production of a 
film yarn he had ¢gelected. 

Miss Durbin reportedly returns to 
the studio without any change in the 

(Continued on page 46) 


$4.40 Burlesque Planned 
By Todd In N.Y.; Would | 
Star Gypsy Rose Lee 





Bill Murray Is Better 
Salesman in Home 


Than at His Office 


Injured vertebra, which has had 
Bill Murray, radio head of the Wil- 
liam Morris office, bedded for six 
weeks, has paradoxically upped the 
agency’s radio business. Murray has 
discovered that he’s able to transact 
more deals propped up in bed than 
he could in his office. 

Most of his clients come to. see him 
at home and Murray has found that 
the peace and quiet which reigns in 
contrast to the bustle of the office 
| make it easier to talk business. He’s 
also been getting plenty of chance to 
listen to the radio, which he got in- 
sufficient time for before. 














Michael Todd is running his plans | 
for a Gypsy Rose Lee theatre 


in 





New York, which will be a dressed | Re by oe PO See. ete 
| up, $4.40 burlesque revue, with name | __ a Ee iA 
writers contributing sketches, Has- | ee e earn 
sard Short staging, noted artist 
| Marcel Vertez on the scenery, and 

| John Fredericks for the costumes. ARIETY 
| Miss Lee will co-star in the show 


. : | Trade Mark Registered | 
“f hy ("l- . _ a Th a | 
with Bobby Clark, currently in ‘The ||| pounpep By SIME SILVERMAN 

















Rivals,’ Shubert, N. Y. Carrie Fin- ||| pubtishea Weekly by VARIETY, Ine. 
|nell will also be in the cast. Sid Silverman, President 
| Dressedup burley revue idea has ||| 154 West 46th Street, New York, N. ¥ 
|been under consideration by Todd SUBSCRIPTION 
|for some time. He’s speeding his Annual $10 Foreign...... $11 | 
| plans now because of N. Y. License Single Copies.... 25 Cents | 
Commissioner Paul Moss’ crackdown ated —— 
on the regular grind burleskers Vol. 145 De No. 10 
which lends added b.o. and publicity ene eee. eth ae 
values to a more lavish ‘strip ’n’ * P= wa ‘ 
| tease show. INDEX 
Todd has not yet definitely set a ee ee a 42 
theatre but when he does it will at Chatte 47 
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Rush to Enlist Could Have Put 


Serious Crimp Into Hollywood: 
Pros and Cons on Hershey's Ruli 


+ 


Official Government declaration of 
motion picture production as an es- 
sential industry is acknowledged by 
film industry leaders as a life-saver 
in that it will safeguard the business 
from a near-collapse threatened via 


the steady exodus of key directors, 
stars, writers and technicians from 
Hollywood to the armed forces. Big 
problem that faced the industry was 
not getting deferments but in keep- 
ing topnotch people. Many of them, 
not likely to be called for years, 
talked of joining up either to avoid 
being regarded as slackers or be- 
cause they consider film production 
futile and uninteresting compared 
with playing in a real life drama. 

Defection from the picture pro- 
duction ranks of John Ford, Frank 
Capra, Garson Kanin and other such 
names was considered a body blow 
which, if followed by many more de- 
partures, could seriously cripple a 
propaganda and morale medium 
which the Government now recog- 
nizes as of vital importance in time 
of war. Ford and Capra, with their 
long string of b.o. and artistic suc- 
cesses, are regarded as stalwarts who 
cannot be replaced. 


Francis S. Harmon, executive vice- 
chairman of the film industry’s War 
Activities Committee, told ‘Variety’ 
Monday (9) that the ruling merely 
indicated ‘that the American gov- 
ernment, like the British, recognizes 
the vital importance of motion pic- 
tures as an informative and morale- 
building medium in wartime. But 
where the Nazi and Fascist rulers 
stepped in, took over and prosti- 
tuted their screen, the American 
government has simply recognized 
the motion picture as a child of 
democracy which should be aided 
in doing a necessary and effective 
job on a voluntary basis. 


Harmon also stressed the fact that 
the ruling does not grant a blanket 
deferment from military service, but 
that final decisions remain with the 
local draft boards and appeal agen- 
cies. 

Question which the designation of 
picture production as an essential 
industry solves, according to indus- 
try heads, is not whether a Gary 
Cooper should be deferred but 
whether a ‘Sergeant York’ is not 
immensely more valuable to the war 
effort than a Sergeant Cooper would 
be, regardless of the actor’s personal 
inclinations. 

‘No Need to Rush’ 


When Lowell Mellet arrived on the 
Coast in January he became aware of 
so strong a sentiment among large 
numbers of those employed at the 
studios to desert pictures for the 
armed forces that he told industry 
leaders to tell their people to stay 
in the studios instead of rushing to 
Washington or recruiting stations 
until such time as they are needed. 

Not generally recognized, in many 
quarters from which criticism of 
the ‘essential’ designation has ema- 
nated, is that although 193,600 were 
last year employed in the various 
branches of the industry, only the 
33,700 employed in Hollywood came 
under the new classification. Of 
these studio workers, it is reported 
that there are less than 500 for 





Krasna’s Comeback 





Hollywood, Feb. 10, 

Nine years ago he was tossed 
off the Warner publicity staff 
and told bluntly that he didn’t 
know enough about blurbing pic- 
tures to earn his $50 a week. 
Last week he was back—sent 
for—at the highest salary the 
studio ever paid a _ writer-di- 
rector. If he finishes out his 
three-year contract he will have 
taken $400,000 out of the studio. 

That’s the saga of Norman 
Krasna, one of the real success 
stories of Hollywood. 


USNZ COIN. 
OK HANGS FIRE 


New U.S. frozen money pact with 
New Zealand, covering the year 
starting last January, is still hanging 
fire. being pushed aside by matters 
of national defense in New Zealand. 


No intimation has been received yet 
as to how much revenue will be al- 
lowed to the eight U.S. major com- 
panies, negotiations having been 
further clouded by the fact that Wal- 
ter Nash, Minister of Finance in New 
Zealand when negotiating began, no 
longer holds that office. 

Nash now is the first envoy to the 
U.S. from New Zealand, He has 
arrived in Washington. Industry of- 
ficials shortly will contact him to 
speed decision on the New Zealand 
money pact. It’s likely that no im- 
provement in terms from the old 
agreement expiring last December 
will be obtained by American com- 
panies, because every local-dollar is 
going into national defense. 


WILBY-KINCEY BIZ SO. 
GOOD, GIVEAWAYS OUT 


Spartanburg, S. C., Feb. 10. 

Business is so good the Carolina, 
Wilby-Kincey’s top local house, has 
stopped bank nights and all other 
giveaways. Heavy soldier and other 
trade jams house day and night, so 
manager Bob Tolbert figures bait is 
not required. 

All W-K_ units 
admissions. 

















recently upped 





W. T. Powers Returns 





William T. Powers, National Thea- 
tres v.p., returned to N. Y. last week 
from a six-month visit to Australia 
during which he realigned the ex- 
ecutive setup of Hoyts circuit, which 
is controlled by National. 











whom deferment would be asked, a 
fraction over 1% 
ployed. 

Monday (9) morning’s news break 
in the dailies anent ruling by Brig. 
Gen. Lewis B. Hershey, Director of 


Selective Service, designating the 
motion picture industry as essen- 
tial, resulted in a generally un- 


favorable reaction both in the trade 
and out of it. 


Release of the declaration left im- 
pression that the motion picture in- 
dustry was seeking unwarranted 
deferments. With firemen and 
police not currently being granted 
deferment (in New York at any 
rate), and many in other industries 
also being. refused deferment, those 
unaware of the implications of the 
ruling hastily condemned it. Man- 
ner in which the news release was 
worded and planted was considered 
a complete flop, with one top indus- 
try publicist saying, ‘Thank heavens 
I had nothing to do with it. [News 
of the industry’s exempt classifica- 
tion was made public via a press re- 
lease by the War Activities Commit- 
tee, following a meeting of the indus- 

{Continued on. page, 21) 


of the total em-| 


It required 32 days to make the 
return trip by tramp freighter from 
| Sydney to the U. S. due to a cir- 
|cuitous route necessitated by the 
| war. 





| Raftery Back East 


Hollywood, Feb. 10. 
| Ed Raftery, UA prexy, ends six- 
| week stay Wednesday (11), returning 
east. 

He conferred with company own- 
ers and producers on production set- 
up and company operation plans. 





WB Signs Sam Wood 


Hollywood, Feb. 10. 
Warners has signed Sam Wood to 
an exclusive directing contract. 
His first assignment is ‘Corn Is 
Green’ for Hal Wallis. 


Blumberg Back Mon. 


Nate Blumberg, U prexy, is due 
back in New York from the Coast 
next Monday (16). 

While in Hollywood he set pro- 








duetion policies ifor 1942-48 product: 


cut of the gross or the profits from 
|*To Be or Not to Be.’ 


To N.Y. From Aussie 


KORDA NOT IN ON ‘TO BE’ 





Benny’s $125,000, Lombard’s $75,600 
Plus 10 and 5% Cuts 





Hollywood, Feb. 10. 
Alexander Korda will receive no 


His financial 
interest ended when he was paid 
$75,000 by United Artists for lining 
up the director and top personnel for 
the picture. 

Jack Benny dragged down $125,- 
000 against 10% of the gross; (the 
late) Carole Lombard received $75,- 
000 and was cut in for 5% of the 
profits which will be paid to the 
estate. 

For producing-directing Ernest Lu- 
bitsch drew a flat sum and shares in 
the profits with Wnited Artists. 
Based on advance bookings, ‘To Be’ 
figures to gross around $1,750,000 in 
the domestic market. 


DISNEY OFFICERS HELD 
OVER ANOTHER YEAR 


Hollywood, Feb. 10. 
All officers of Walt Disney Produc- 
tions were reeiected for one year at 
the annual meeting of the board of 


directors. Lineup is: Walt Disney, 
president; Roy Disney, vice-presi- 
dent; George E. Morris, secretary- 
treasurer; Oliver B. Johnson, assist- 
ant secretary-treasurer, and Frank 
Waldheim, assistant secretary. 
Directors are Walt Disney,, Roy 
Disney, Gunther Lessing, Jonathan 
B. Lovelace and George E. Morris. 


Hays Confab March 30 











Those Kids Are In Again 





Washington, Feb. 10. 


General deferment of film people from military service, ordered by 
Selective Service headquarters ‘in response to industry plea,’ wag 
denounced by Senator D. Worth Clark of Idaho, head of last fall’s war 


propaganda witchhunt. 


Suspicions that political pressure was exerted 


on Brig. Gen. Lewis B. Hershey also were voiced by Senator Burton 
Wheeler (Montana), who schemed with isolationists to bring about the 


probe. 


Clark remarked, ‘It is a strange irony that this huge industry, made 
up partly at least of foreigners, has been able not only to demand 
exemption from serving their country in its armed forces, but is ap- 
parently so financially powerful that it has been able to achieve itz 


end.’ 














Lesser and Pascal Who Left UA 
To Join RKO 


Back Into the Fold 





as 


Works Both Ways 


Hollywood, Feb. 10. 


Two Hollywood agents bought 
the contracts of two. screen 
writers and sent a doctor around 
to examine the boys to see if 
they were a sound investment. 
Scripters passed their physical 
and then sent back another me- 
dico to examine the agents. 

This time the doc was a brain 
specialist. 














Annual meeting of the Motion Pic- | 
ture Producers and Distributors Assn. | 
has been set for March 30. Will| 
Hays, head of the association, cur- | 
rently on the Coast, is expected back 
in New York early in March or late 
this month to round out his complete 
report on developments of MPPDA 
during the past 12 months. 

There is a likelihood of a MPPDA 
directors’ meeting immediately fol- 
lowing the session of association rep- 
resentatives. 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Edward Arnold. 
Mary Astor. 

Peter Bernois. 
Bill Bivens. 

Nate Blumberg. 
Wally Butterworth. 
Madeleine Carroll. 
Maurice Cohen. 
Dorothy Comingore. 
Richard Collins. 
Cass Daley. 
William Dieterle. 
Helen Ferguson. 
Ketti Frings. 

Jack Gerber. 
Henry Ginsberg. 
Francis T. Harley 
Henry Henigson. 
Henry Herbel. 
Parks Johnson. 
Jack Kapp. 
Archie Mayo. 
Ona Munson. 
Richard Pattinger. 
Ed Raftery. 
Edward G. Robinson. 
Sol Rosenblatt. 
Oscar Serlin. 
Herman Shumlin. 
Leith Stevens. 
Robert Taplinger. 
Nate Tufts. 
Crane Wilbur. 





| 
| 





PAR-DeMILLE’S ‘WIND’ 
MAY GO OUT AT 507, 


Paramount, which will sell ‘Reap 








the Wild Wind’ separately rather 
than include it in a group, has not | 
as yet quoted terms on the film but | 
expected that 50% straight will be| 
the figure, with minimum admission 
prices possibly specified. Film has) 
been completed and was recently 
screened in New York for Par ex- 
ecutives and certain buyers. 
‘Reap,’ produced by Cecil B. De 
Mille, becomes the second 1941-42 
release to be sold singly, the other | 
having been ‘Louisiana Purchase.’ 





3 New Loew V.P.s 


Loew’s directorate last week re-| 
elected its old slate of officers and | 
named three new executives as vice-| 
presidents: Joseph R. Vogel, Charles 


Moskowitz and Howard Dietz. 


No dividend action on* common 
shares is due for some time, and| 
usual action on the preferred divvy | 
set for Feb. 15 will not be taken be-| 
cause that is the date set for calling | 
in the outstanding preferred stock. | 
Due divvy, already declared, is pay-| 
able on redemption of the shares on 
that date. 


mt 0 A 





Two producers who, in the past 
six months, left United Artists un- 
der strained circumstances to go to 
RKO are coming back to the UA 
fold after difficulties with the other 
studio. They are Sol Lesser and 
Gabriel Pascal. 

Both producers had contracts with 
UA which the company denied their 
right to abrogate. There was much 
arguing and suit-threatening back 
and forth in each case and finally 
UA agreed to let the two men go— 
under agreements that at some fu- 
ture time they would be back to 
make the pictures they owed. How- 
ever, no one, including themselves, 
thought the time was going to be so 
soon. 

Lesser became exec producer at 
RKO six months ago and, now, with 
reorganization of that studio under 
way, is preparing to depart. He has 
indicated to UA he'll be back soon 
to make ‘Strange Victory,’ which 
latter company maintained, he still 
owed it when Lesser left last sum- 
mer. Lesser, when he au-revoired 
UA, promised he’d make ‘Victory’ 
for the company despite the fact he’d 
be working for RKO. There was no 
indication that he was preparing to 
start production, however. 

Pascal left UA only about three 
months ago. He was having diffi- 
culties getting financing under UA’s 
setup and when he was able to make 
a deal at RKO by which the studio 
participated generously in the financ- 
ing he pulled away from UA. There 
was some vague arrangement that 
he'd come back before expiration of 
his pact in 1945 to make two pictures 
he owed. Nasty things, however, 
were said on both sides. 

Pascal just about got started on 
the RKO lot when he ran into diffi- 
culty with studio execs. He wanted 
to be his own boss completely, while 
they said that inasmuch as it was 
their coin involved they’d have a 
bit of say too. Pascal soon left. 


Now the British producer is in 
New York and has tentatively ar- 
ranged his return to UA, although 
some aspects of that old bogie, 


financing, are still to be completely 
worked out. 

Pascal said Monday (9) that he ex- 
pected to get back to Hollywood in 


'two to three weeks and begin work 


Tom Atkins. 
Blayne Butcher. 
Ned’ E. Depinet. 
Walt Disney. 
Bonita Granville. 
Ruth Hussey. 
Charles W. Koerner 
Abe Lastfogel. 
Edwin Locke. 

Pare Lorentz. 

Jean Muir. 

George J. Schaefer. 
Sam Weisbord. 
Walter Winchell. 








Giveaway Contests 


U.S. Bonds and Stamps as Payoffs 


in Chi Upbeat; 





Chicago, Feb. 10. 

A number of audience-luring con- 
tests have come back to town with 
the halo of patriotism surrounding 
it. For several years all such games 
in theatres have been banned as lot- 
teries, and no amount of pressure 
from exhibitor groups could obtain 
an okay for these buy-a-ticket and 
take-a-chance items. 

The answer is the national emer- 
gency and defense bonds. Instead of 
paying the winners off in cash, the 
awards are in defense bonds and 
stamps, and therein lies the munici- 
pal okay on the game. 

‘It is ‘estimated that*in! the single 











'$34,000 has already been given in 





week which has transpired with the 
return of one game something like 


the form of defense savings units. 


A Numerologist Told Me 


Hollywood, Feb. 10. 
Thomas Z. Loring, who directed 
drama at the Kansas City Municipal 
Playhouse under the name of W. 
Zolley Lerner, drew a film director 
contract at 20th-Fox. 
During his 10 months of appren- 











ticeship, Loring has directed one 


on (1) ‘Tell Me a Love Story,’ Paul 
Gallico yarn which appeared in the 
Saturday Evening Post, and (2) an- 
other story which he didn’t care to 
reveal but which may or may not be 
one of the George Bernard Shaw 
tales he was originally slated to 
make for UA, 





‘Nice Refunding If 


You Can’t Get It as 
Ina Claire Did—986 


Hollywood, Feb. 10. 
Ina Claire got $98,205 kickback 
from Uncle Sam. It represents a 


refund on last year’s income taxes. 
Others on the receiving end from 
the Government*were Mary Boland, 
$741; Fred Astaire, $721; Eddie Man- 
nix, $3,055; L. B. Mayer, $4,132. 


Easy to Write In 


Hollywood, Feb. 10. 

Bill Thomas, partner of Bill Pine 
in the indie production of ‘Wrecking 
Crew,’ is in New York to shoot 
backgrounds on the wrecking of tall 
buildings. 

Script calls for the demolition of 
a 20-story structure, which cannot 
be found in this vicinity. The only tall 
building in Los Angeles is the City 
Hall, which is too new to be wrecked 








picture, ‘Who Is Hope’ Schuyler?’ | tfor a‘ film batkground, 
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WAR JITTERS DOWN, BIZ UP 


+ 


Sales Spurt, Though Distribs Still 


Reluctant to Lower Their Terms 


+ 





W WASHINGTON PARADOX | 


It is one of those strange paradoxes that, at the very moment 
when people in all branches of show business are bending every 
effort voluntarily to aid the nation in war, the spotlight of Con- 
gressional debate and newspaper headlines should be focused 
on incidents and personal efforts of minor importance com- 
pared with the scope of the industry’s comprehensive war pro- | 


gram. 


To the credit of leaders in show business is their excellent 
display of good sense in holding their own counsel and refusing 
to be drawn into acrimonious controversy. ‘The champion of 
show business is the public. It is yet to be heard from, 








No one rightfully can find fault with Melvyn Douglas and 
Mayris Chaney (and Eddie Fox, her husband) for volunteering 
their services to the Office of Civilian Defense. Such compen- 
sation as it was proposed they should be paid is insignificant 
compared with their professional earning power. The OCD | 
appropriation bill, as framed by the House and sent to the Sen- 
ate, deletes provisions for their employment. Undoubtedly they 

can find useful opportunity in some other branch of war serv- 
ice. Show people are not easily discouraged. 


Somewhat different issue concerns Walt Disney’s famous 
character, Donald Duck, who is doing his very best to instill 
in the public its obligations and privileges as income tax payers. 


Donald is working day and night from "the screens of thousands | 


of theatres in a f.lm called ‘T he New Spirit,’ which Disney pro- 
duced at the request of the Treasury Department. Secretary | 
Morgenthau contracted to pay the cost of the picture, $80,000, 
but the House appropriation committee has refused reimburse- | 
ment. The expenditure is modest. The service rendered is | 
more than generous on Disney’s part, since he has sacrificed 
any film rental return. [In fact he estimates he’s $56,000 in the 
red on the whole thing]. National Screen Service, Inc., 
distributing the film without cost to the Government. 


is 


It would be assumed that some sane judgment would pass | 


on these matters in Congress. Instead, representatives jump 
to their feet and make smart cracks for their own chuckles, and 
the embarrassment of the Administration. If they knew the 
temper of the public they would be less hasty in their dialog. 

Submerged against the back-drop while the clowns are pe 
forming down stage is a far more important move by the Gov- 
ernment and its attitude towards show business By order of 
Lieut. Col. ¢ 


ice, the motion picture industry assumes a major position 1} 


r- 


the national defense scene. Addressing the California State 
Director of Selective Service, the order quotes Lowell Mellett, 
in, part: 

‘As a civilian activity I believe the industry is essential to the 


through the maintenance 
[ believe the industry 
nd instruetion films 
nformationa! 


national health, safety and interest, 
of the national morale. As a wa ; 
is essential to the production of training 
the armed forces as well as educational and 
films for the civilian population.’ 


activity 
for 


Further: ‘In view of such certification, the Director of Selec- 
tive Service finds that the motion picture industry is an activity 
essential in certain instances to the national health, safety and 
interest, and in other to war production. ‘The re- 
sponsibility making and presenting claims for deferment (of 
actors, directors, writers, cameramen, sound 
neers and other technicians) is upor the motion picture indus- 
trv, and the determination of necessary for the local 
boards and appeal agencies.’ 


instances 
of 


producers, 


menus one 


As ch in ol the Holly wood brat cl ol the war a tivities 
committee per the industry and as president ot t \ssociatio 
of Motion Picture Producers, Y. Frank Freeman comn 
commendable acumen as follows 

‘Determination of those men whose wv ork is indispensabl 
our activities in carrying ou he dutte , ed to us by 
Government in the total war effort will be carefully ad 
each individual case. There can be no thou pdlisi se aici. 
categorical deferments.’ 

It may be asking too much of congressmen and the press 


generally to properly and accurately appraise the position of 
the film industry in the war crisis. 


INUARY GROSSES 
fae 18% OVER 41 


& 





Public, Getting Accustomed 
To War, No Longer Glued 
to Radios and Newspapers 
—First Week in February, 
Good but Slightly Below 
Final Jan. Week 





TEXAS-DIXIE STRONG 





While war jitters continue to pos- 


more accustomed to the situation 
and instead of staying glued to ra- 
dios or newspapers are apparently 
breaking cut in an amusement rash. 
This is reflected in the fact that 
grosses at the picture theatres are 
substantially ahead of last year, 


first quarter in 1942. 
Business for films is away up in 





Dargusch, deputy director of Selective Serv- | 


engi- | 


+} it | 


The more reason why show people should understand th 
opportunity and peapousibinty. 


U Tops 10, 000 Accts. 


Universal onanadin’ 10,000 accounts 
for the current year during the past 
week, William A. Scully, sales man- 
ager, stated prior to his departure on 
4 swing through the middlewest. 


~ Giving the Lad a Lift 


Salietaed. Feb. 10. 
‘Bundles for Freedom,’ authored 
by an amateur, Milton Holmes, will 
be Cary Grant's next starrer at RKO. 





| by 
| Stromberg, 


| Rubin 


Holmes was a caretaker at the Bev-| 


| Myron Selznick 


High mark recorded this year|erly Hills Tennis Club when he sold 
nearly four months earlier than any | the story to Grant, .who sold it to} 
previous season in U’s history. the studio 


some sections of the country, while 
not so strong in others, but esti- 
| mated that the average for the 
month of January runs around 15% 
ibetter than for the same month a 
year ago. The first week of Feb- 
|ruary was also good but slid a little 
as compared with the final seven 
| days in January. 
| The initial week of January was 
|comparatively light, as might be ex- 
|pected on top of the holidays and 
|the big business recorded, but since 
ithen a fine level has been estab- 
lished. In some territories the ad- 
|vances shown are remarkable, not- 
lably in areas benefiting from de- 
ifense contracts and training camp 
|business. The entire Texas terri- 
itory affords a very bright picture 
|with receipts claimed to be up as 
much as 50% in some areas. 
They’re Marching In Dixie 
| The entire south is generally 
strong except for Florida, inciuding 
|Miami, and despite that winter va- 
|tionists now hardly 
else to go because of the war. Ex- 
hibitors in that state are no less dis- 
appointed, however, than hotel own- 
ers, niteries, etc., who are not get- | 
ting the play this year that was ex- 
pected. 

The state 
throughout 


business 


an aver- 


the film 
nation on 


of 
the 


with all signs pointing to a strong | 











Capra Reporting to D.C. 


Hollywood, Feb. 10. 
Called into immediate active serv- 
ice in the Signal Corps, Frank Capra 
leaves tomorrow (Wednesday) for 
Washington. He holds the rank of 
major. 
Capra completed editing ‘Arsenic 
Olid Lace’ at Warners last week. 





ASK LABOR T0 


|sess the nation, people are getting | 


DEFEND SHOW 
BIZ IN D.C. 


Eddie Cantor, Ole Olsen and Chic 
Johnson -have wired William Green, 
head of the A. F. of L., and Philip 
Murray, CIO leader, protesting at- 
tacks made by members of Congress 


on in- 





the loyalty of the theatrical 


| dustry. 


| 


have anywhere | 


age, regardless of spots like Florida | 
where it hasn’t measured up to an- 
ticipation, is believed due in some 
measure to the pictures that have 
been on release and the fact that 
slow selling in many sections has 
banked up a lot of big films from 
which the theatres have been able 
to select for dating. Among other 
things, there has been less necessity 


to stretch films in view of the ample 
supply. 

Greater New York, which had 
been taking a licking all fall and 
throughout December, also staged a 
good pickup during January with 
the mean average running around 
10° better than for January in 1941 


Wire siated, ‘We also pro- 
test discriminating legislation isolat- 


in part: 
ing people in the entertainment in- 
dustry from their fellow-Americans. 
| ‘Need we remind the politicians 
|that only a week ago or so before 
this malicious attack upon the enter- 
tainment profession the United States 
Congress lowered its head in mourn- 
ing for our dearly beloved Carole 
| Lombard, killed while returning from 
|a Government mission.’ 
Wire included an appeal to Green 
j}and Murray to lend their prestige 
}and authority in ‘Helping us defeat 
any attempt to segregate us from the 
rest of labor’s energetic role in the 
| war effort.’ 





KENT, KANE RUSH EAST; | 


MOTHER-IN-LAW DIE 


Hollywood, Feb. 10 
Sidney R. Kent abruptly ended 
his stay on the Coast when word 
was received on the desert, where 


he was resting, of the death of Mrs 
Kent’s mother, Mrs. John Higgin- 
botham. Mr. and Mrs. Kent imme- 
diately planed east, accompanied by | 
Robert T. Kane and his wife, the | 
latter also a daughter of the de-| 
ceased, | 
Kent had planned to return to} 
20th-Fox for further conferences 
with studio execs but now is not 
expected to return until April. Kane 
ue back next week 


Stromberg-Metro Fail to Patch Up; 
Selznick Invites Him to Jom UA 


Hollywood, Feb, 10. 

at reconciliation hav- 
gave Hunt Strom- 
he tendered 
ignation last December. Pro- 
ducer ends 17 years on the lot to- 
day (Tuesday), washing up a three- 
year contract which stili unex- 


nal efforts 
, Metro 


release 


after 


his re: 


is 
pired. 


At 9 


sion last Friday attended 
Rosenblatt. representing 
and L. B. Mayer, with 
Schenck and J. 
on long distance line from 
New York, it was decided by the 
studio to give him his release rather 
than meet his demands for certain 
freedom of operation. Arranging a 
new. affiliation for Stromberg are 
and R iblatt. He 


se 


Sol 


Nicholas 


ose 


Robert | 


has one offe fre United Artists, 
through Da\ O. Selznick, for his 
own unit and if a deal goes through 
he would quire an Ownership 
share in the organization. Strom- 
berg huddles th week with Selz- 
nick on projected plan to make four | 
or five pictures annually, and con- 
fers in New York with Rosenblatt 
toward the end of this month— 


when the returns 


a 


from | 


Mexico City where he planed last | 
Saturday. 

Stromberg today (Tuesday) per- |} 
sonally confirmed his negotiations 
with Selznick and denied reports 
he also was discussinfi a deal to come 
into UA via a partnership with Mur- 
ray Silverstone He said he has 
neither seen. no: talked to Silver+ 


tone 





Sales have taken a strong spurt 
during the past two weeks in Spite 
of reluctance on the part of most 
distributors to come down on terms, 
this season invariably including pic- 
tures on percentage. Some com- 
panies, however, have been willing 
to compromise with buyers in order 
to move product. 


On the other hand, exhibitors 
point out that they can’t hold out 
forever, regardless of deals which 
the distributors seek to impose, and 
they either have to buy and hope for 
adjustments or close down altogether. 
Meantime, the reissue gag has 
petered out badly, exhibs having 
found that they are usually worse 
off with the oldies than if they had 
bought the poorer new product 
available to them, or succumbed to 
higher terms demanded earlier in the 
season on top films. 


Many accounts are said to be ap- 
proving contracts calling for rentals 
higher than they want to pay, in the 
expectation that if they lose on them 
or if the margin of profit is out of 
line with the license fee paid, and 
adjustment will be obtainable. Cases 
are known where buyers are holding 
up payment on films they have 
played in an effort to force an ad- 
justment. Understood, however, that 
so far there has been a minimum of 
adjustments or rebates. 

Such cases are rare, but under- 
stood some old customers are being 
permitted by certain distribs to play 
film and set deals afterward. Blocks 
of five are also being broken down 
in some instances to permit the pur- 
chase of less than that number, 
eliminating a portion. Other films 
are being sold singly. 

Indicative of the jump taken in 
sales were the 2,476 contracts re- 
ceived by Par two weeks ago, a new 
high for any single week in contract 
commitments since the beginning of 
the decree Sept. 1 last. 

While Par was delayed in selling 


| Greater N. Y. accounts, Metro has 
made amazing headway and is com- 
pletely sold on four blocks except 
|for a handful of small indies who 
| always buy late. Metro is now pre- 
| paring to sew up all accounts in the 
area on its fifth and sixth groups 


RKO BIDS FOR 


TOP PROD. 
NAMES 


Hollywood, Feb. 10. 
B na producer-direct are 
el! RKO te Dp pi 
r é ! é 194 ; Wea 
¢ I IeCarey 
| 6 | (> f 8) L ( } , = 
ent 1 feele I e pes nt 
‘ ’ e vho 
l He er 
IcCarey egal dif ‘ é with 
Ho i Hu ( are holding up the 
igning of a new contract LaCava 
is currently doing ‘Lady in a Jam’ 
for Universal and has one more 
commitment with that studio. If he 
makes a deal with RKO it will not 
be exclusive. 


HORNBLOW BLOWS PAR 
IN MAY FOR M-G PACT 


Hollywood, Feb. 10. 
Upon expiration of kis Paramount 
contract late -in May Arthur Horn- 
blow, Jr., moves over to Metro as 
a producer 
At Paramount since 
Ociat producer he 


of the company’s 


1933 as 
turned 


top gr 


an 
out 
ssers. 


a 
many 


e 
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Amid Brickbats at 


Douglas, Chaney, 


D.C. Back-Pats Amusement Industry 





But Kills Budgets for ‘Frivolities’ 


Washington, Feb. 10. 

Uproar in the House of Repre- 
sentatives last week over the ap- 
pointment of Melvyn Douglas as 
head of the new Arts Section of the 
Office of Civilian Defense’s Informa- 
tion Division; the hiring of Miss 
Mayris Chaney (Mrs. Roosevelt’s 
protege and former nitery dancer), 
as Director of the Children’s Di- 
vision of the OCD’s Physical Fitness 
Division at $4,600 a year, and pro- 
posed payment of $80,000 to Walt 
Disney for production of the Donald 
Duck cartoon, ‘The New Spirit,’ on 
income tax; culminated in vote Mon- 
day (9) eliminating the $80,000 Dis- 
ney payment from the $160,000,000 
deficiency appropriation bill via an 
amendment. Same amendment, also 
aimed at Douglas and Miss Chaney, 
prohibits use of any funds in the 
OCD appropriation for ‘dancers, fan 
dancers, street shows, theatrical per- 
formances or similar activities.’ 


But while Congressional brick- 
throwers, after lusty  windups, 
pitched tirelessly at Douglas, Disney 
and Miss Chaney, the industry as a 
whole was heartily back-patted by 
grateful New Dealers for helping 
make the President’s Birthday a 
huge success, ditto the Red Cross 
drives, and otherwise boosting the 
war effort. 

Secretary of the Treasury Morgen- 
thau, in defense of the Disney film, 
Said he hoped ‘everything we do in 
the Treasury is as good as this pic- 
ture,’ and Administration supporters 
hoped that Douglas, Disney and Miss 
Chaney would be taken care of when 
the bill goes to the Senate. 

Meantime, Douglas denied that he 
was to be paid $8,000 a year as Arts 
Director and said he would work 
without compensation. James M. 
Landis, executive of OCD, on the 
other hand, stated last week that 
under a Government rule Douglas 
might receive ‘$10 and subsistence’ 
($5) per day while on duty officially. 

Not Wholly Axed 

Amendment banning ‘frivolities’ 
from OCD does not leave Douglas 
and Miss Chaney off the payroll, 
however, since the bill to which the 
rider was attached does not include 
any money for compensation of per- 
sonnel. Revolt in Congress was in- 
tended, according to Representative 
Ford, ‘to establish a principle to 
show we are not in favor of boon- 
doggling.’ 

Debate took a satirical turn when 
Congressman Bennett of Missouri 
put into the record a proposal from 
Sally Rand, fan dancer, offering her 
services to OCD at $25,000 a year or 
‘gratis if the budget won’t stand it.’ 
Miss Rand also offered to change 
the name of fan dance to ‘Nude 
Deal.’ Bennett promptly observed 
that if Miss Chaney was worth $4,600 
a year, then Miss Rand is ‘easily 
worth $25,000.’ 


CONTRACT SCRIBES AT 





PAR MOUNT TO 18 


Hollywood, Feb. 10. 

Contract writer list at Paramount 
has grown in one year from five to 
18, not counting four scripters on 
the lot under special term deals. 
Contractees are Charles Brackett. 
Billy Wilder, 
Frank Butler, Don Hartman, Claude 
Binyon, Warren Duff, 
Leon, Melvin Frank, Norman Pan- 
ama, Albert Maltz, Arthus Phillips, 
Harry Tugend, Dalton Trumbo, 
Muriel Roy Bolton, Theodore St. 
John, Karl Tunberg and Darrell 
Ware. 

Two teams, Tess Slesinger and 
Frank Davis, and Joseph Fields and 
Joseph Chodoroy, are working un- 
der special deals calling for two pic- 
tures annually for three years. 


Harley in Coast Huddle 
With Chief Sidney Kent 


Francis L. Harley, 20th-Fox man- 
aging director in Great Britain, went 
to the Coast early last week for stu- 
dio huddles with Sidney R. Kent. He 
will likely be back in N. Y. this 
week. 

As soon as he returns, Harley will 
plan a return trip to London. 








Virginia Van Upp, | Pag 
| Wendell Willkie as the industry’s | 


Walter De | 


Foy, Jr., as Senior 





Hollywood, Feb. 10. 

Eddie Foy, Jr., draws a rare 
role at Warners, playing the 
part of his father, Eddie Foy, 
Sr., in ‘Yankee, Doodle Dandy,’ 
the life story of George M. Co- 
han. 

The elder Foy and Cohan were 
fast friends in the old days. 














Mayris Chaney Says 
She Will Continue 
Her Job Regardless 


Philadelphia, Feb. 10. 

Mayris Chaney, former member of 
the ballroom dance team of-Chaney 
and (Eddie) Fox, who was subject 
of attack by congressmen anent her 
$4,600-a-year job as head of chil- 
drens’ activities of the Office of 
Civilian Defense, last week said she 
would keep her job whether she 
gets paid or not. 

Miss Chaney, a personal friend of 
Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt, said she felt 
her work in the OCD physical fit- 
nes program was ‘necessary’ and she 
would do it whether or not Con- 
gress votes her a salary. 

‘I feel that I must do something 
for America,’ said Miss Chaney at 
her office here. ‘I would do it 
whether I received a salary or not. 
I have a job to do here. If I didn’t 
get paid I can still earn a living. 
I’ve been doing it for a long time.’ 

Miss Chaney said she felt she had 
a ‘cleaner record’ than some of her 
congressional critics. She denied 
that she was recommended for the 
job by Mrs. Roosevelt, who is As- 
sistant Director of the OCD. 

‘I received my appointment from 
John B. Kelly,’ Miss Chaney said. 
Kelly is National Director of the 
Physical Fitness program of the OCD, 
popularly known as ‘Hale America.’ 





Woodruff RKO’ed 


Hollywood, Feb. 10. 

Frank Woodruff, one of filmdom’s 
earliest recruits from radio, has been 
dropped by RKO after directing six 
pictures in two years. 

His work as producer of Lux air- 
show attracted studio attention, and 
resulted in several others being 
drawn from the ranks of radio for 
directing jobs. 


$500,000 STUDIO 
SPREAD FOR 
MONO 


Hollywood, Feb. 10. 

Monogram Pictures Corp. bought 
the Ralph Like studio for a price 
reported at $250,000 and announced 
an improvement campaign on build- 
ings and equipment for the same 
amount, a total appropriation of 
$500,000. 

Company has been quartered on 
the lot under lease for two years 
and finds itself cramped for future 
production programs. Among the 
listed improvements are a $100,000 
sound stage on recently acquired 
ground next to the lot, making a 
total of four stages. Other items in 
the enlargement of the plant include 
new administration and _ writing 
quarters, cutting rooms, city street 
sets and technical shops. City street 
sets will be used chiefly for se- 
quences localed in New York, but 
may be utilized as the average urban 
thoroughfare in any part of the 
country. Another addition will be 
a dock scene. Company has already 
spent $30,000 for a projection theatre 
and.a studio commissary. 

Old studio was purchased from 
Martha J. Like, who has been op- 
erating it with her son, Ralph, on 
a rental basis. Adjoining property 
was leased for a long term from the 
owner, Fred Gross. 


Lang Lingers at 20th 


Hollywood, Feb. 10. 
Walter Lang, director at 20th-Fox 
since 1937, signed a new contract. 
First job under the new arrange- 

















ment is ‘The Magnificent Jerk.’ 





Schreiber to Absorb Pettijohn's 
Haysite Duties; Series of Beefs 





Hollywood, Feb. 9. 

Although Will Hays declares no 
successor to Charles C. Pettijohn has 
been discussed, reported herg Henry 
Schreiber, general attorney for the 
Hays office in New York, will take 
over all legal duties when Pettijohn 
pulls out March 5. Several years 
ago Schreiber succeeded Gabe Hess 
as general attorney for Haysites. 


Jack Bryson who went to Wash- 
ington from Sacramento is not a 
barrister and handles only legislative 
| matters in the Capital for the or- 
ganization. Reported Bert New, who 
was Pettijohn’s Washington contact, 
will be retired soon on a weekly 
stipend. 

Pettijohn’s resignation is said to 





} 








be the result of Hollywood pressure. 


Criticism was first levelled at him 
when he opposed the selection of 


counsel at the recent probe into 
‘propaganda’ films. Couple producers 
|burned at Pettijohn’s attitude and 
| started dusting off the exit sign. Later, 
| when a committee of three attorneys 
| from here hit New York they went 
after Pettijohn for not giving what 
they rated proper inside coverage. 
As result, legislation was pushed 
through before industry leaders 
knew about it and were denied an 
opportunity to fight it. Main beef 
was a wage and hour bill allowed to 
pass without any attempt being made 
|to eliminate workers earning from 
' $100 to $5,000 weekly. 
criticised was the bill slipped through 
j banning filming Army officers in 
|uniform until the War Department 
approved. Previously, all studios 
exercised their own judgment in 
dressing military characters. 








Stays as Consultant 
Pettijohn stays with the Hays of- 
fice as adviser and consultant. As 
‘such he has been offered a three- 





year contract running until March, 
1945, 

Pettijohn explained to ‘Variety’ 
that he has wanted to step aside for 
a less active position for some time 
because of recent illness. He un- 
derwent two operations within 14 
months, and is just recuperating 
from the last one. Pettijohn plans 
going to the Coast after March 5, 
when he retires as general counsel, 
for a visit with his son, and a rest. 

With the Hays office since March 
4, 1922, Pettijohn has been in the 
picture business for around 28 years, 
representing the American Exhibi- 
tors Assn., Selznick Pictures Corp., 
Exhibitors Mutual Film Co. and In- 





Also roundly | 


dependent Producers Assn. at differ- 
ent times. 

Actual successor to Charles C. 
|Pettijohn as general counsel to the 
|Hays office remains shrouded in 
| mystery, with the committee of six 
}attorneys temporarily going along 
| with a makeshift setup splitting his 
former duties between Jack Bryson 
and Henry Schreiber. Bryson pres- 
ently is in Washington representing 
the Motion Picture Producers & 
Distributors Assn. on legislative de- 
tails, and will continue as capital 
man for the association. 

Because Bryson is not an attorney, 
legal matters would fall into the 
hands of Schreiber, the general at- 
torney of MPPDA since Gabe Hess 
died several years ago. Not clear 
so far just who ultimately would be 
selected for the general counsel post. 


Schuster’s 20th Solo 


Hollywood, Feb. 10. 
Harold Schuster signed a contract 
to direct one picture, still untitled, 
to be produced by Ralph Dietrich at 
20th-Fox. 
Filming starts in early April 
when Leon Ware turns in his sereen- 








play. 





1917 Trading-With-the-Enemy Act — 
Places Censorship On All Film 





Exports; USS. Cooperating With Biz 


Nature’s Sabotage 





Hollywood, Feb. 10. 

Snow in the high Sierras 
blocked the filming of the Re- 
public picture, ‘Girl From 
Alaska.” 

It took three days for snow 
plows to clear away enough 
snow to permit the company to 
shoot snow scenes. 


ne ey cer eNO rane Ar 


Whitney Touches Off 
WB’s Shorts Prod. 
Plans for Brazil 


Series of Technicolor shorts which 
Warner Bros. will shortly send Del 
Frazier to South America to film are 
being made at the instigation of Jock 
Whitney’s division of the Office of 
Inter-American Affairs. Unlike the 
picture which Orson Welles will 
shoot in Brazil, however, Inter- 
American will have no financial in- 
terest in the WB briefies. 


Frazier heads a veritable expedi- 
tion which will shoot two of the 
shorts in the Matto Grosso, vast and 
almost impenetrable jungle in the 
interior of Brazil. One pic will be 
on animal wildlife in the région and 
the other on tribal life and customs 
of the primitive people. 

Later, Frazier will tour 16 Latin 
American cities to gather material 
for a subject on sports popular in 
the Good Neighbor countries. 

Whitney office’s interest in pic 
which Welles is now in Rio to shoot 
extends to footing added cost of 
filming it in South America in the 
event RKO demonstrates at the 
termination of the usual playoff time 
that money was lost on the film. 


Hope’s Outside Pic When 
They Get Around to It 


Hollywood, Feb. 10. 

Bob Hope, currently under con- 
tract to star in one picture for 
Samuel Goldwyn under his outside | 
deal with Paramount, is slated for | 
another through a roundabout agree- 
ment involving Gary Cooper and 
Sam Wood. 











First Hope starrer under the Gold- 
wyn banner, following his job in 
‘The Road to Morocco,’ was arranged 
under the comic’s one-off-the-lot | 
contract with his home studio. 
Meanwhile, Goldwyn is _ lending 
Gary Cooper for ‘For Whom the Bell 
Tolls’ at Paramount, which is de- 
laying the start of ‘Bell’ until its 
director, Sam Wood, finishes his 
chore on Goldwyn’s ‘Pride of the 
Yankees.’ Second Hope starrer for 
Goldwyn will be on a loanout basis. 





Studio Contracts 








Hollywood, Feb. 10. 
Saul Kaplan inked pact as music| 
arranger at Metro, | 
Mary Scott’s player option picked | 
up by 20th-Fox. 
Arthur Cordova, Mexican player, 
signed by RKO. 


Spring Byington renewed by} 
Metro. 
Dorothy Dearing’s acting option 


lifted by 20th-Fox. 


Robert Smith drew a player option 
lift at RKO. 

Marjorie Reynolds inked player 
deal with Paramount. 

Paul Jones renewed as associate 
producer by Paramount. 

Felix Jackson moved into Metro 
on a writing ticket. 

Edith Head penned new contract 
at Paramount as chief fashion de- 
signer, 

Bill Henry’s player option picked 
up by King Bros. 

Fred Kohlmar’s associate producer 
option hoisted by Paramount. 

John Archer drew a player option 
lift at Paramount. 

Lee Garmes inked cameraman con- 
tract at 20th-Fox. 

Regis Toomey signed term deal at 





Paramount, 





Sweeping censorship, which began 
Jan. 30 on newsreel shipments to 
Mexico, has been extended to all 
films exported from the U. S. under 
a ruling of the Treasury Depart- 
ment. The 1917 Trading-With-the 
Enemy Act has been invoked to 
force censorship, which, of course, 
hit the newsreels first. U. S. Cus- 
toms department is handling the in- 
spection of all films leaving the 
country, covering the executive 
function for four other departments, 
the U. S. Army, Navy, State De- 
partment and Lowell Mellett’s di- 
vision. Customs inspectors must 
consider the requirements of all four 
in passing on pictures. 

Old Act still was on statute books 
and began being enforced merely as 
matter of routine, industry first hear- 
ing about it when newsreel ship- 
ments were halted at Mexican bor- 
der Jan. 30, with full scope of law 
explained later. No official expla- 
nation has been forthcoming as to 
why newsreels should be censored 
again after getting military censor- 
ing, or reason given why feature pic- 
tures should be inspected. As one 
industry exec observed: ‘The U. §S, 
has this statute and intends inspect- 
ing all photographic material leaving 
this country, and we will cooperate 
in all ways possible.’ 


Problem for foreign sales chiefs, 
as outlined at the meeting last week, 
is to expedite the inspection with 
the minimum of delay. Carl Milli- 
ken, Hays office foreign manager, 
conferred last week in Washington 
to make arrangements so there would 
be the least possible delay. 


Enforcement of this censorship 
poses a difficult problem for the film 
business. Plans are being worked 
out whereby the reviewing of all 
pictures for export can be done at 
the point of origin. For all ship- 
ments going east out of the U. S., 
they would be inspected in New 
York while those destined for 
Australia, the West Coast of Mexico, 
South and Central America, Orient, 
East Indies and Australasia would be 
censored in Los Angeles. This is 
being done because adequate facili- 
ties are available in these spots 
whereas customs offices on different 
borders are not equipped to look at 
films, creating delay in getting ap- 
proval for shipment. 

Further difficulty for the film busi- 
ness. is that concession may have to 
be obtained when master negatives 
are shipped, as to Australia, making 
it impossible for intelligent inspec- 
tion (negative showing the exact Op- 
posite of the normal positive print, 
delivered to exhibitors). Hence, a 
plan is being worked out whereby 
the customs inspectors can look at 
positive prints taken from the orig- 
inal negative submitted for ship- 
ment and certification given on the 
negative film without actually pro- 
jecting it. This is an important 
angle because American companies 
ship to many important foreign mar- 
kets, such as Great Britain and 
Australia, via only the master nega- 
tive, positive films being printed up 
from them when the negative ar- 
rives in those countries. 

Utmost cooperation is being given 
by the Gowernment to the industry 
in preventing needless delays on this 
new customs censorship. 

Act also applies to film entering 
America, but thus far this does not 
especially concern U. S. distribs ex- 
cepting on the few quota films 
brought in from England. 

Foreign managers also learned of 
efforts being made through various 
channels to locate different man- 
agers in the Far East, whose where- 
abouts has been unknown since the 
U. S. entered the war. 


Raft, O’Brien in U’s 
Remake of ‘Broadway’ 


Hollywood, Feb. 10. 

Universal borrowed Pat O’Brien 
from 20th-Fox to co-star with 
George Raft in a remake of the old 
stage and screenplay, ‘Broadway,’ to 
be produced by Bruce Manning. 

O’Brien has a two-picture deal 
with 20th-Fox specifying that he will 
not be loaned out without his con- 
sent. Understood he draws a boost 
in pay for his trip to Universal. 
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ARMY CAMP 
ONE-NIGHTERS 


[A story of adventure in meeting the boys 
in service during a whirlwind tour 
of camps and stations] 











By AL JOLSON 





Miami Beach. 


I have just returned from one of the greatest adventures of my career—a two-week 
tour of the South during which I played 19 performances in a dozen different Army Camps, 
Naval Stations and Air Bases, for more than 70,000 boys in Service. By plane, train and 
army cars, I visited six states, travelling at all hours of the day and night to meet engage- 
ments 300 and 400 miles apart, on a journey which took me well over 3,000 miles. Any 
personal fatigue is certainly greatly overshadowed by the buoyancy of spirit I now feel from 
my brief association with the boys in the armed forces. I'm prouder than ever to be an 


American and I feel a renewed assurance in the security of our great nation. 


I cannot begin to describe the pride I feel in our boys—the cleanest, the nicest and the 


most able-looking men I have ever seen. 


More than once during the tour tears of gratitude came to my eyes because of the great 
honor I felt in the opportunity of meeting such men. Their sincerity in the greeting they gave 
me, to demonstrate their welcome of the small thing I was doing to make them a little happier, 


could not be questioned. 


There’s nothing wrong with the morale of our boys. I'm not telling this story as an 


emergency call for morale-bolstering, but to let others know that the boys need entertainment, 





fun, relaxation, and perhaps the thrill of meeting personalities whom they have hitherto only 


seen on the screen or heard on the radio. 


I know the boys need their entertainment because they packed the house every place 





we appeared. The theatre housing facilities average less than 3,000, but attendance is 


boosted above that average by standees. 


But this is a story of American spirit as I found it in the camps, naval stations and air 


bases, and not of boxoffice, outstanding pressagentry, nor voluminous clippings. 


I want to thank everyone who helped to make this tour possible and a success, especially 


my accompanist, Martin Fried, and the morale officer, Capt. John T. Carlton, who accompanied 


me on the trip. 
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8 FILM REVIEWS 





Courtship of Andy Hardy 


Metro-Goliwyn-Mayer production and re- 


lease. Features Mickey Rooney, Lewis 
Stone, Cecilia Parker, Fay Holden, Ann} 
Rutherford Sara Haden, Donna Reed. Di- 
rected = by George HB Seit” Screenplay, 


Agnes Christine Johnston, 
acters created by Aurania Rouverel 
era, Lester White; editor, Elmo 
Tradeshown in L. A Feb. 10 42 
ning time, 94 MINS. 


cam- 
Veron. 
Run- 


Sudwe Hardy... ...--cesceess Lewis Stone 
Andy Wardy..........+++---Mickey Rooney 
Marian Hardy....ssceereeess Cecilia Parker 
Mrs. Hardy....ccccscccees: Fay Holden | 
Polly Benedict.....+.+-- Ann Rutherford | 
Aunt Milly.....-+ccecee- Sara H den 
Melodie Neshbit........ Donna Reed 
Jeff Willis. ......ceces- .. William Lundig 
Stewart Dwizht -~ Steve Cornell 
Olivia Nesbit Frieda Ineseort 


Nesbit HarveY Stephens 


Roderick © 


Developing a fast clip at the start, 
‘Courtship of Andy Hardy,’ rolls 
along with solid entertainment to 
rate as best of the series released in 
two years. On thet basis, it’s a strong 
boxoftice attraction for the regular 
runs to spread happiness among the 
theatre operators. 

Picture is studded with laugh lines 
throughout, and displays general 
effervescing tempo for maximum re- 
action. Original screenplay by Agnes 
Christine Johnston catches the spirit 
of the present-day mannerisms and 
slang tossed off casually by the 
young folks, with humorous trans- 
position to the screen. 

Mickey Rooney — between ado- 
lescence and manhood—successfully 
balances the assignment in excellent 
style. His is a strong performance 
with accent on straight acting ability 
and without recourse to the mugging 
antics that he called on previously. 

Story opens with Judge Hardy en- 
deavoring to reconcile a couple with 
an adolescent daughter. He invokes 
the aid of Andy to date the girl and 
break her of a haughty complex and 
Andy’s campaign is successful in this 
respect, but both he and the city- 


acquired sophistication of Sister 
Cecelia Parker get some deflation 
along the line. Andy works under 


the pall of a court threat for car 
theft, while the sister finds her 
neophyte sophistication backfiring, 
but in time to save her from a bad | 
situation. Throughout, there’s the 
usually strong warmth of the Hardy 
family closely knitted in a typical | 
American small town. 

Members of the Hardy family, | 
Rooney, Lewis Stone, Miss Parker, | 
Fay Holden and Sara Hayden, pro- 
vide their usual competent char- 








acterizations. Donna Reed is the girl | ‘This Time for Keeps’ is a fine) Warne a eee ee, See 
who is turned over to Andy a example of how bad they can come, | Stars Constance Bennett gag inte tg 
0 1S tu ne over Oo Anay for re- even from the Metro plant A fam | Warren William Directed by Ray Enright. 
generation, and how he finally suc- | ie aeases Baggies: pi ai “= | Original screenplay by Charl Grayson, 
cceds is neatly contrived in the | UY, Programmer with a capable but | pani Gerard Smith. Raymond Schrock 
screenplay, with substance in both lost cast, its market possibilities are |} camera, Ted McCord editor, Cikrenc 
i ? ¥ . . c s aa | — es i » “ . * } ‘ - c ‘ ? 2a - ny «wl ‘si 

inan o situati omeneisiedl toay |unpromising. Best that can be said | Kolster: special effects, Byron Haskin, Wil 
lines and situations provided by the { E " sire in had tite oe .. -~2|lard Van Enger; dances, Matty King; | 

script | for the picture is that it’s as clean as | , — 
pt. » los E3 Hial } music, Howard Jackson. At Strand, N. Y., 
Director George Seitz deftly steers | 4 1oser at Hialeah. | week of Feb. 6. Running time, 82° MINS, 
this latest adventure of the Hardvs | Homespun yarn is based on char- | Belle Andrews...........Constance Bennett 
— ‘pd c ankie- | Bill Hicke i0ES Ra eeedicesc's rae Reel 
with competent skill. Production | eeters ogy by hag homey J. Mankie ead F weal ii ee a. War > W iliam 
layout is of standard calibre for a | W!C% Dut it took three writers to | ji seecsececssece.+.-Betty Brewer 
‘Hardy’ release. Walt jtry to do something with them, | svivester Twieg........)))! Walter Catlett 
ce Muriel Roy Bolton, Rian James and | Sheriff Edmunds..... Simaas ..Ward Bond 

Harry Ruskin, plus a director of | Ringo...........ccccceces- Howard da Silva 

’ many years’ experience, Charles | M&rtin.....sreeeeeereeees oS URRE Whom 

RIDE "EM COWBOY | 22, Yeats, experien eee Figs Baers 
(WITH SONGS) The marital ups and downs of a| Fiora....... hi Saar e an Lucia Carroll 

young married couple form the basis | Nolan ; seeeees.+--Russell Simpson 

ol woc Lod - ‘ 4 as . . J } 

eee eer = nape: Deg fe for the thinly-piotted story, while eae e Hathaway......J. Far anon ae uld 
iversal release of Alex Gottlieb produc-  - , « : P mhar- UISV acess ee aillian irbo 
tion. Stars Bud Abbott and Lou Costello: for added flavor additional charac- MOUROT . 5 is00000e00s deeces ; Cliff Clark 
features Dick Foran, Anne Gwynne, Johnny ters figure. These latter include Bam Bass...ccoccecccccccccs Trevor Bardette 
Mack Brown, Merry Macs, Ella Fitzgerala. | GUy Kibbee and Irene Rich as the] Bart Hanna........ee0..- .. Elliott Sullivan 
Directed by Arthur Lubin. Screenplay vy | parents of the girl (Ann Rutherford). | neg eter es SERS SUESOERAD TSH ey Sees 
True Boardman and John Grant; adapta- | Virginia Weidler is another daugh- | AGIE wes ceeeeresesescens +seeeee-Ray Teal 


tion by Harold Shumate: 


original story by 
Edmund L., 


Hartmann; camera, John W. | 


mased on chur- | 


| 71 MINS, 
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ern rodeo climax in which the writer 
and cowgirl get together. 

Episodes are conveniently set up 
| for the Abbott and Costello routines 
which click solidly for laughs. Best 
is a corral sequence in which latter 
is slipped onto a bucking horse, and 


| before things are over. Abbott joins 


hirn in the action for smacko results. | 
There’s a chase—which is to be ex- | 


pected in a western—but neatly set 
up for maximum of thrill laughs dur- 
ing its unfolding. A nightmare dream 
seguence, with Cossello as the prin- 
cipal, is too silly and ridiculous in 


| comparison with other factors in the | 
picture, and could easily have been 


deleted without loss. 


On the musical sige. Dick Foran, 


the Merry Macs and Ella Fitzgerald | 
with | 


provide good entertainment 
their respective presentations. Miss 
| Fitzgerald delivers her popular ‘Tis- 
| ket. Tasket’ to good effect; the Merry 


Miniature Reviews 


‘Courtship of Andy Hardy’ 


(M-G). Best ‘Hardy’ comedy in 
| two years. Boxoffice click. 
| ‘Ride "Em Cowboy’ (U) 


(Songs). Abbott and Costello 
laugh capers to click solidly at 
the nation’s boxoffices. 

‘This Time for Keeps’ (M-G). 
Poor family type programmer 
in a smalltown setting. 

‘The Night Before the Divorce’ 
(20th). Mildly amusing marital 
mixup for support in the duals. 

‘Wild Bill Hickok Rides’ (WB). 
Trite story of early west, cap- 
ably performed by name players. 

Blondie Goes to College (Col). 


‘Maes are on for three tunes, and Switch in locale doesn't help 
| Dick Foran catches attention with series much; biz prospect aver- 
| two solos. Anne Gwynne is an eye-| age. 

' ful as the girl. Johnny Meck Brown | ‘uke of the Navy’ (PRC). 
| is the ranch foreman: the Merry Light comedy about hidden 


| Macs roll in and out of the proceed- 
|ings in a minor way, while Douglass 
| Dumbrille is a most suitable Indian 
work on Costello’s re- 


|}menace to 
| actions. 
| Arthur Lubin, who again directed 
ithe two laugh-makers, turned in a 
|good job here, with production 
'mounting in keeping with require- 
| ments for a western dude ranch back- 
|ground. Of the tunes by Don Raye 
|'and Gene de Paul, ‘I'll Remember 
April’ has a chance as a romantic 
number. while the Merry Macs might 
popularize their rendition of the 
rhythmic ‘Beside the Rio Tonto.’ 
Walt. 


‘THIS TIME FOR KEEPS 


Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer release of Samuel 
|} Marx production, Features Ann Rutherford, 
Robert Sterling, Guy Kibbee, Irene Rich, 
Virginia Weidler, Henry O'Neill. Directed 
by Charles Reisner. Based on characters 
created by Herman J. Mankiewicz; story 
and adaptation, Muriel Roy Bolton, 
James, Harry Ruskin; editor, Frederick Y. 
Smith;- camera, Charles Lawton. 
shown in N. Y. Feb. 6, ‘42. 


Katherine White 


Lee White.......cccceses-- Robert Sterling | 


Harry Bryant...ccecercecece-. Guy Kibbes 
| Mrs. Brvant..... eeeseesecsrs Irene Rich | 
SEOUTIOS DOVBRE.. kscedeees Virginia Weidler | 


Arthur Freeman........ Henry O'Neill 


ter, turown into the action as a tom- | 
| 


Bo le; editor, Phillip Cahn; asst. director, | boy. : 

Gil Vallee; music director, Charles Previn;| Robert Sterling, opposite 

an supervisor, Ped Cain; dan on Pry Rutherford, is conned into going to 
astle; songs, on taye, Gene de Paul. | swe tan fc a+ »_s aus a 

Previewed by Alexander, Glendale. Feb. ¢ | WOYK for his father-in-law but lat- 


*42. Running time, 84 MINS, 


ter refuses to let him exercise any 


Rian | mutual 


treasure and sailors; fair as sec- 
ondary dualer. 

*‘Melodias De America’ (Argen- 
tine). Tuneful Argentine-made 
mucical that looks okay for tne 
States with English subtitles. 








and detours in aimless wandering 
|during the second section. Appears 
| that scripter Jerry Sackheim forgot 
| his major premise somewhere around 
|the half-way mark,.and decided to 
| toss in any episodes that were handy, 
regardless of bearing on the original 
foundation. 

Lynn Bari, as the _ individualist 
| wife, provides a strong performance 
to rise above the material at hand. 
Player displays abilities that rate 
| better assignments in feature build- 
| up. Mary Beth Hughes is the blonde 
| charmer, while Joseph Allen, Jr., is 
| okay as the husband. Truman Brad- 
ley is prominently spotted as the 
friend wha realizes’ the 


Tr.de. | SMashup is a mistake for the couple, 
Running time, | and Nils Asther is briefly seen as a 

| concert artist. 
see eeeeeees Ann Rutherford | rection is standard for a programmer 


Robert Siodmak’s 4i- 


f this type. Walt. 


Wild B:!! Hickok Rides 


(ONE SONG) 





WB exhumed a time -aonored sage- 


Miss brush formula for this latest tale built 


around the legendary exploits of 
Wild Bill Hickok, peopled it with 
well known names who make up in 


ic chvcceseee’ 3ud Abbott | initiative with resultant friction. The | Pe™formance what the script lacks 
IU MIOGWEDY. 4 os node scdseecocces Lou Costello | comedy relief is extremely light. |in originality, and result is a pleas- 
ieee [-. dake t sabbaeesaaiied Dick Foran The ‘Sterling-Rutherford team is a | ently exciting session of American 
Alabam......- Cali A Rg tg | me | good working combination, but if | frontier days that will do LJ fair 
The Merry Macks— |they are going to get anywhere in|@™mount of business wherever it’s 

Rs cacktn pals cocbscnvecetl Judd McMichael | double harness much better material | Played. Constance Bennett, Bruce 

Dick.. thaliana Sy Ted McMichael | will have to be provided than in this | Cabot and W arren William are neat 

Marry tprreectseeeseceeees Joe 1 Michast | instance. Char. marquee dressing, and the Hickok 
ne nf PEC RET retin Witens ey ee |name indicates action. There'll be 
NEE ARES See Ret ie: Samuel S. Hinds ' snickers and sneers at the corny story 
Jack Rainwater....... Douglass Dumbrille but few will feel cheated. It has a 


Morris Ankrum 
The Hi-Hatters 


Typical Abbott and Costello film | 


fare, which adds up to the same 


strong boxoffice of the A & C duo <4 


displayed four times during the past 
year, ‘Ride "Em Cowboy’ will play a 


The Night Before the 


Divorce 
Hollywood, Feb. 4. 


20th Century-Fox release of Ralph Dietrich 
| production. Features Lynn Bari Mary 
| Beth Hughes, Joseph Allen, Jr. 





few tense moments. 
Writers Charles Grayson, Paul Ger- 
ard Smith and Raymond Schrock 


|} went through the book in laying it 


out, dragging in every situation ever 


|contrived for quickies of the same 


Directed | breed. 


There are chases, gun duels, 








| by Robert Siodmak. Screenplay by Jerry 
“merry tune at the theatre wickets, | Sackheim, based on play by Gina Kaus and 
Title and background of a dude ooo pF steae -h Mle pag Pt range hae ‘Mister V’ 

ranch out west are only props set up| rep. 3. "40 Running time, 66 MINS a 

to display the usual broadly bur-| Lynn Thorndyke........... Lenn Bat initia 

lesqued antics of the pair. There are | 1cla May ...Mary Beth Hughes 7 : . og s 
a number of slick sequences in which | GCoree Nordyke...........Joseph Allen, Jr Released ae Great , Britain 
Abbott and Costello parade their ct Foe A aie stale Asther under the title, ‘Pimpernel 
comedic abilities to the maximum, | Hedda smythe....... Kt} tnake Smith” Leslie Howard's triple- 
and excellent timing of delivery re- | Olea rate Rel ay Pa Ota Mary Treer threat, anti-Nazi spy meller, is 
furbishes some old routines suffi- | Pett Harriman..........-. Thurston Hall} being released in U. S. by United 
rg Aes on tao over for a penriae 1 palate Sele ichestetsbaneadeatiinanstg Bk Artists, under Edward Small’s 
tiniverent aadiaianan numbers, | Captain Walt....0.0002. m Fadden| sponsorship. Title of American 

sal e WN Tk DUCRBID, 56s oc cveccvicccaticcces Alec Craig -eleas is ‘Mister V”’ 

production value of this one over its —_—— ee eee ; 
predecessors, but it all adds up to ‘Night Before the Divorce’ is a Film was reviewed by ‘Va- 


the same thing—the audiences want 
to get as much of Abbott and Cos- 
tello as footage wili allow, and when 
they’re off the screen, interest in the 
proceedings lags. This condition is 
not the fault of those assigned to 
handle the auxiliary duties—it’s an 
obvious fact as demonstrated with a 
very favorable preview audience. 
The two comics are picked up in 
New York as a couple of peanut and 
hot dog vendors at a rodeo show 
and are quickly shunted west to join 
up as cowhands on a dude ranch. 
Every prop and background around 
the place is utilized for slapstick an- 
tics of the pair; while romance is 
generated between Dick Foran, noted 
author of western tales, and Anne 
Gwynne, daughter of the ranch 
owner. It all culminates in a west- 





fairly diverting marital farce struc- 
tured along familiar lines to display 
usual domestic bickerings and the 
inevitable reunion of the couple. 
Lightweight in both marquee strength 
and basic fundamentals. picture will 
slide through the duals as acceptable 
supporter of average calibre. 


up of the by-play between a husband 
and wife. Her perfection and abil- 


her husband, who falls overboard 
for a clinging vine type of blonde. 
There’s the inevitable separation, 
talked over sanely, and preparations 
for the divorce. A murder case in 
which the wife is a suspect brings 
the pair together for a restart. 

Story holds together pretty well 
for the first half, but hits many ruts 





Script is mildly amusing in its set- | 


ities in various fields gradually bore | 


riety’ in London last July 9. Of 
the picture and Howard, it re- 
ported: 

‘Actor stars, produces and 
directs. He’s customarily suave 
as the vague Britisher, with a 
courage streak a mile wide. He’s 
turned out a dressy job with a 
neat eye to mounting. For di- 
rection, seemingly anxious not to 
be dubbed arty in his first job 
of guiding, Howard has recalled 
all the bits of technique that 
came his way while camera- 





acting. Nevertheless, it’s topline 
entertainment.’ 

Running time of ‘Mister V’ is 
97 mins. Original version, 120 
mins. 


battle over range land and water, 
even a runaway scene wherein the 
hero halts the chomping chargers to 
save the skin of the lady fair. They 
rounded it all up lust 
pounded it and molded it into a 
smoothly running script and, under 
Ray Enright’s smooth direction, not 
being able to get inspiration for even 
a new twist at the finale, cut it off 
abruptly with a gun fight in the hills. 

Frequently it’s hard to tell whether 
the film is supposed to be a drama 
of the hardships of the frontier, or a 
comedy. For instance, a scene in 
which one of the central characters 
is on trial for a murder he didn’t 
commit, and on which the entire ex- 
plosive finale is hung, the judge 
turns to a jury box full of beards and 
opens his charge with, ‘Gentlemen 
of the jury—I havg to call you that 
to keep it legal.’ Another bit of 18 
kt. dialog, reading like a quote from 
a pulp, is a line assigned to Miss 
Bennett. She pops off at Warren 
William with, ‘Listen, you tin horn 
sport, don’t go threatening me or I'll 
forget I'm a lady and beat your 
brains out with the leg off a chair.’ 

It all revolves around William's 
attempt to grab Powder River Basin 
pasture lands from homesteacers. 
He’s in cahoots with Chicago stock- 
yard owners and railroad men, but 
Hickok, friend of the owner of the 
biggest ranch which controls water 
for the valley, repeatedly thwarts 
him. There’s even a mortgage on the 
latter, via which William eventu- 
ally hopes to win out. When Hick- 
ok’s friend is lynched after convic- 
tion on a trumped-up murder charge 
former goes on the rampage and al- 
most single-handedly cleans out the 
mob, including William. 

William's performance as the bad- 
die is neatly drawn. He's suave and 
slick; Cabot’s interpretation of Hick- 
ok is properly grim. Miss Bennett 
is perhaps the best photographed and 
costumed lady gambler who ever 
moved her gambling palace west 
from Chicago. She starts out as Wil- 


liam’s femme interest, assigned to 
disarm Hickok, and expectantly 
winds up in his arms, It’s all pretty 
trite. 


Few short scenes with music are 
set in Miss Bennett’s dice 1d faro 
joint. She sings one tune, . . badly, 
while the camera wanders around 
picking up shots of bearded gents 
joining her in choruses. Those and 
few others are only indoor sequences 
and se‘/ appear inexpensive. 

Wood. 





‘Blondie Goes to College 


Columbia production and rele é Fea 
| tures Penny Singleton, Arthur Lake, Larry 


Simms, Janet Blair Directed } Frank R 


|} Strayer; produced by Robert Spurk st 
Warren Wilson, Clyde Bruckmar screen- 
| play, Jou Breslow; suggested = b Cl 
Young cartoon strip: camera, Henry Frue- | 

lich; editor, Otto Mevyei Reviewed rt 
| Beate. Lincoln, Neb dual, Feb “on 
| Running time: 74 MINS. 

oo! See oneeose Penny Singleton 
| DABWOOG, 0.222. ccccoscccecees Arthur Lake 
| Baby Dumpling. ccoccccoceces Larry Simms 
LDOMIRY ocsscsacededenes senenetan Himself 
EAMUPA. vce cscesios eoerceccsese ..Janet Blair 
PRR c5 446-06 abos cebed s Jonathan Hale 
MOVIL « inbecbansesieeene se Danny Mummert 
| Rusty...cccce> eoereceeetserers Larry Parks 
Bl Seaees eccccepoccoceses .Adele Mara 
| SPR saves ons eese evccseccees Lloyd Bridges 
8 errrre soeescccecces Sidney Metion 
| Wadsworth. ccccsccccccccee «- Andrew Tombes 
i Mra. Dill. .scees dé eves ecbeuces Esther Dale 





A complete switcheroo in handling 
of Blondie’s affairs in filmdom was 
made for ‘Blondie Goes to College,’ 
}and all the timeworn and familiar 
|}mechanics of laughter production 
common before have been dispensed 
with. Dagwood doesn’t hit the post- 
man in the mid-section in a dash 
for the bus. he doesn’t get to his 
office once and the family stuff takes 
a new tack. 

Not that it makes a better pic, be- 
cause it doesn’t. The whole idea is 
a little more looney than even the 
Chic Young characters can run 
parallel with, but any change in this 
series, which was being rutted badly, 
is to be welcomed. 

Arthur Lake gets all warmed up 
over the idea of college when a 
football lands in his lap at a crucial 
game. Penny Singleton can’t see it, 
but plays along with the idea, even 
though it means p-tting Larry 
Simms, their youngster, in military 





school, and keeping a deep secret 
that she’s about to have another 
baby. Lake wants it kept kosher, 





| SO asks that they enter college as 
| single, instead of married people. 
This provides some of the laughs 
when the big college hero goes for 
Blondie and Dagwood’s curls inter- 
est Janet Blair. Dagwood fails at 
everything in athletics, but finally 
makes crew. : 
College apparently has a way of 
liking crew because it takes less 
people to frame a cheering section 
than it does for a football game. 
Attempting to get two girls re- 
cently recruited from orch vocal as- 
signments into the spotlight, the 
studio runs in Janet Blair, late of 
Hal Kemp's band, and Adele Mara, 
from Xavier Cugat’s entourage, as 
college girls. Miss Blair comes away 
fairly well as the campus queen, but 
talk is short for Miss Mara, who is 
pushed up front, where her psysical- 
ly attractive self is allowed to show. 
Larry Simms makes things happen 
more in this pic than any other of 
the Blondie group, and he has some 
fairly funny material as a top ser- 
geant in his military school, as well 
as his monkeyshines when presum- 
ably kidnaped by his own father. 
Jonathan Hale and Andrew 





unblushingly, | 


Tombes, a couple of rival construe. 
tion men, give standard perform. 
ances vying for the services of Lake 
who seems to have some revolution. 
ary ideas which strike the fancy of 
the latter. 

All in all, ‘Blondie Goes to (Co). 
lege’ may be found enough of a re- 
lief to family audiences who have 
followed the series religiously, that 
it will result in average, or better 
biz. Art. 


DUKE OF THE NAVY 


Producers Releasing Corp. releas: 
T. Coyle production, 
Veda Ann Rorg, 


of John 
Features Ralph Byrd. 
Stubby Kruger. Directed 


by William Beaudine. Story and screenplay 
Gerald D. Adams, William Beaudine: edi. 
tor, Guy V. Thayer, Jr.; camera, Mack 


Stengler. At New York, N. Y., 


week Feb, 
3, ‘42, dualed, 


Running time, 63 MINS, 


, fo eee Ralph Byrd 
err ee eee .Veda Ann Korg 
ET cducendanes & eoveeees Stubby Kruger 
‘General’ Courtney......... Herbert Corthel] 


Mrs. John T Duke.,..Margaret Armstrong 


+ 6b nbbe 0 ¢an0b6eRGb0a cise Val Stanton 
*‘Bunco’ Bisbee..... ececccceces -Paul Rryar 
i... ee eeeseeeses -limMY Cohen 
WFO 1s kccoesectoceseccsecceses MOG Bnieht 
"OO 6606500060000 ts e070 ¥5 Lester ‘Towne 
‘Bingo’..... eoceeeeses William Beaudine, Jr, 
pi PPPS ere Te error Zack Williams 





Implausible little yarn about a 
breezy sailor who’s mistaken for a 
rich woman’s son, and in turn bilxed 
by a scheming promoter, makes a 
compact programmer, considerably 
above the average for this company. 
It’s geared for dualers, but strong 
enough only for secondary feature. 
Presence of Ralph Byrd, Veda Ann 
Borg and Stubby Kruger mean lit- 
tle for marquee trimmings, but trie 
chips in with first-rate performances. 

Yarn is of ‘Breezy’ Duke, sailor on 
furlough with his pal, ‘Cookie,’ both 
of whom are invited to stay at the 
expensive hotel suite of Mrs. John 
Duke, candy bar king, because of 
the similarity in names. ‘General’ 
Courtney, faking his military rank, 
sells the gobs on a fake treasure 
island hunt, with the sailors getting 
their pals at the naval station to chip 
in half of the expenses. Of course, 
the boys actually do uncover some 
hidden gems. Action speeds up in 
the last 20 minutes, as the ‘general’ 
and his ercoked stooges try te cop 
the uncovered fortune. 

Ralph Byrd makes a likeable 
‘Breezy’ while Stubby Kruger, 
swimming champ, as his pal, steals 
every scene in which he gets a 
chance. Veda Ann Borg, cast as the 
phoney daughter of the ‘general,’ 
contributes a few romantic moments 
and some spirit to several dull scenes. 
Support is standard for films of this 
sort. William Beaudine, Jr., has a 
bit as a navy radio operator 

William Beaudine, Sr., directs with 
fairly swift pace and is credited as 
| helping Gerald D. Adams with the 
'story, which is one of those things. 
Camera work is ordinary. Wear. 





Melodias De America 


(‘Melodies of America’) 
(ARGENTINE-MADE) 
(With Songs) 
Buenos Aires, Feb. 3. 
San Miguel production Distributed by 
Distribuidora Panamericana Starring Jose 


Mofjica Features Silvana Hoth, June Mai 
Maria Santos 





lowe, Pedrito Quartucci and ’ 
|; Jose Romirez, Armando Bo and leonor 
| Lima, Special numbers by Anamuria Gone 
zalez, Bola de Nieve, Carmen Brown, Nelly 
|} Omar, Antonlo Molina and dancers of Gema 
| del Castillo; story, Conrado de Kohler, Ariel 
| Cortazo and Francisco Ch elie is 

Rodolfo Sciamarella, Agustin Lat 1) 8 
| Rela and Ber Rose. Directed by Eduardo 
|} Morera. Reviewed at the Monumental, 
| Buenos Aires. Running time, 95 MINS. 
| _ 
| Tuneful, light-hearted, and dome 


with a good-natured tongue-in-che@k 
attitude, ‘Melodies de America,’ pro- 
duced by the independent San Miguel 
Studios, turns out to be one of the 
most pleasing Argentine-mades in 
some time. Because of its emphasis 
on musie, not only Argentine but 
Brazilian, Cuban and Mexican, not to 
mention some U.S. jive, and the light- 
|ness of the plot, pic seems like just 
what the doctor ordered in the way 
of Latin productions suitable for U-S. 
audiences. With subtitles in English 
it should be a natural in the States, 
especially in houses accustomed to 
playing Europeans and in such the- 
atres as are looking for good-neigh- 
bor releases for north of the border. 

International aspect is further em- 
| phasized by the fact that the star, 
| Jose Mojica, is a Mexican and that 
supporting players include June Mar- 
lowe, only U.S. film actress 10 
achieve top rating here; Bola ae 
Nieve and Carmen Brown (Cubans), 
}and Anamaria Gonzales (Mexican). 
San Miguel Studios have capitalized 
|on the Pan-American aspect and the 
|Palacio de la Cultura Americana, 
local hands-across-the-border outfit, 
sponsored the preem. 

Story is not too original. It’s about 
a Mexican film tenor in Rio on his 
way to B.A. who meets an Argentine 
gal whom he believes to be rich but 
who actually is in the Brazilian cap- 
ital as a result of winning a soap 
contest. Gal is infs‘uated with him 
and travels on the same boat to B.A. 
Meanwhile, a B.A. studio, on its last 
financial legs, is trying to sign the 
tenor in order to please a middle- 
aged spinster who refuses to put _up 
the pesos to keep them going unless 
the glamour boy is contracted. Series 
of incidents follow in B.A.; the gal 
first decides to forget the singer. 
then joins him and finally goes back 
to her real love, an auto mechan! 

(Continued on page 21) 
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Dick Powell Bright $20,000 With 
‘Lady’, Bahama-Stokes Orch, 356 


+> 





Chicago, Feb. 10. bik. Moveover looks for bis $4,300. 


This week’s biz is burdened with 
bad-weather breaks, weak films and 
a lot of holdovers. The result is that 
a couple of stage shows are getting 
most of the money. . 

In the Chicago the Harold Stokes 
orchestra is struggling against the 
drag of a flicker which drew raps. 
In the Oriental the film is rarely of 
sufficient strength to mean muh 
boxoffice, so it is strictly up to the 
personal of Dick Powell. Indicated 
that Powell will turn that trick 
niftily. 

‘Ball of Fire’ is finishing up sixth 
week of a smashing stay. Could stay 
longer, but Universal is pounding on 
the door with ‘Hellzapoppin,’ which 
comes in tomorrow (Wed.). 

Estimates fqr This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
—‘Babes Broadway’ (M-G) (7th wk). 
Going to fine $5,000, after smacking 
them over with hot $5,900 last week. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 )— 
‘Bahama’ (Par) and Harold Stokes 
orch. Strictly the band for the 
money currently, with Stokes a good 
name from long radio buildup. Neat 
$35,000 this week. Last week. ‘Son 
Fury’ (20th) and vaude, fair $32,100. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) 
—‘Son Fury’ (20th) and ‘Cadet Girl’ 
(20th). Okay $5,500. Last week, 
‘Died Boots On’ (WB) finished four 
weeks in loop to alright $4,700. 

Oriental (Iroquois) (3,200; 28-33- 
44-55)—Lady for Night’ (Rep) and 
Dick Powell headlining vaude. Powell 
accounting for money, which is bang- 
up $20,000. Last week, Clyde McCoy 
orch boosted ‘Small Town Deb’ (20th) 
to good $18,100. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 33-44-66-75) 
—Ball of Fire’ (RKO) and ‘Gay Fal- 
con’ (RKO) (6th-final wk). Has 
rolled up impressive score and could 
even stay longer. Fine $12,000 cur- 
rently, after scoring in fifth week 
with $12,200. 


Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- | 


75)—'Blue White’ (20th) and ‘Rise 
and Shine’ (20th). So-so combina- 
tion will manage satisfactory $11,090. 
Last week, ‘Int’l Squadron’ (WB) 
and ‘Body Disappears’ (WB), mild 
$7,100. . 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 35-55-65- 
75)—‘Green Valley’ (20th) (4th wk). 
Picture getting great word-of-mouth 
and getting $12,000 currently, after 
big $15,500 last week. 

United Artists (B&K-M-G) (1,700; 
$5-55-75)—‘Corsican Bros.’ (UA) (2d 
wk). Action flicker getting fine 
$14,000 currently, after opening 
brightly at $18,300. 





Seattle Has Prosperity ; 
‘Ball Fire’ Big $11,500 


Seattle, Feb. 10. 
Barring adverse developments, all 
signs are that b.o.s will sail along to 
steadily improved grosses. The 


burg’s population is jumping by 
leaps because of war production 
activity and more money is m 
circulation. 


Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(800; 30-40-58) — ‘Remember Day’ 
(20th) and ‘Gentleman Heart’ (20th) 
(3d wk). Heading for good $3,000. 
Last week, big $3,800. 

Coliseum (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(1,900; 23-40) — ‘Maltese Falcon’ 
(WB) and ‘Dumbo’ (RKO) (2d run). 
Expect fine $3,500. Last week, ‘Sun- 
down’ (UA) and ‘Chocolate Soldier’ 
(M-G) (2d run), nifty $3,400. 

Fifth Avenue (Hamrick-Ever- 
green) (2,349: 30-40-58)—‘Ball Fire’ 
(RKO) and ‘Fiesta’ (UA). Indicates 
8reat $11,500. Last week, ‘Pulham’ 
{M-G) and ‘Burma Road’ (M-G) (2d 
run), very nice $9,000. 


..Liberty (J-vH) (1,650; 30-40-58)— | 


‘Texas’ (Col) and ‘Latins Manhattan’ 
(Col). Lots of advertising counting 
for big $6,800. Last week, fourth of 
Corsican’ (UA) and ‘Miss Polly’ 
(UA), satisfactory $4,700. 

Music Box (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 30-40-58 )—‘Pulham’ (M-G) and 
Burma Road’ (M-G). Moveover ex- 
pects swell $4,500. Last week, 
sOUlsiana Purchase’ (Par) (5th wk), 
big $3,200. 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(2,600; 30-40-58) — ‘Through the 
Night’ (WB) and ‘Body Disappears’ 
(WB). Anticipates big $10,000. Last 
week, ‘Died with Boots’ (WB), 
garnered $6,700 in second week. 

alomar (Sterling) (1,350; 23-35- 
50-58) —‘Bombay Clipper’ (U) and 
We Go Fast’ (20th), plus 
Look to reach good $7,500. Last 
week, ‘Last Duanes’ (20th) and ‘Steel 
seainst Sky’ (WB) and vaude, good 
, Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
133039; 30-40-58) — ‘Look — Who's 
rening (RKO) and ‘Gay Falcon’ 
$6,000 in wk). Indicate dandy 

’ 1 y 4 s reek. swe 
$11,500. ve days. Last week, swell 

Roosevelt 


‘. (Sterling) 
98 \—'Died 


With Boots’ 


(800: 30-40- 
(WB) (2d 


| Last 


vaude. | 


week (20-40), ‘York’ (WB), 
second run, content with $3,100. 

Winter Garden (Sterling) (800; 20- 
30)—‘Smilin’ Through’ (M-G) and 
‘International Lady’ (UA) (2d run). 
Expect good $3,000. Last week, ‘Un- 
finished Business’ (U) and ‘Badlands 
| Dakota’ (U) (2d run), fair $2,800. 


Blizz Clips But: 
Fury Potent 136, 
Hellz’ OK $12,500 





| 





Buffalo, Feb. 10. 

Buffalo b.o.s took two-day beating 
from a blizzard, but are pe up 
neatly on the home stretch. 

‘Son of Fury,’ at Lakes, has de- 
veloped strong wicket potency, with 
‘Remember the Day’ making a sub- 
stantial showing at the Buffalo. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 35-55)— 
‘Remember -Day’ (M-G) and ‘Gentle- 
man Heart’ (20th). Stacking up well, 
with over $12,000 indicated. Last 
week, ‘Two-Faced Woman’ (M-G) 
and ‘Blue, White’ (20th), fair enough 
$12,000. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 35-55) 
—‘Son Fury’ (20th) and ‘Right to 
Heart’ (20th). Should spel! profit- 
able $13,000. Last week, ‘Man to 
Dinner’ (WB), mighty fine $14,000. 





Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 30-45)—‘Man 
to Dinner’ (WB) (2d run). Good 
$7,500. Last week, ‘Green Was 


Valley’ (20th) (2d run), nice $7,000. 

Lafayette (Hayman) (3,300; 30-44) 
|—‘Hellzapoppin’ (U) and ‘Cavalcade 
| Aviation’ (U). Zippy $12,500. Last 
week, ‘Bed Time Story’ (Col) and 
‘Queen Murder Ring’ (Col), nice 


$8,300. 

20th Century (Ind) (3,000; 30-55) 
~—‘Ball Fire’ (RKO) (3d wk). Final 
stanza droopy $6,500. Last week, 


j ; +c 
| nice $11,500. 





‘Eddy Slipping in Mpls. 
But Pretty Good $5,000 


Minneapolis, Feb. 10. 
| A pair of holdovers, ‘Sergeant 
| York’ and ‘One Foot in Heaven,’ still 
are red hot boxoffice, putting the 
|newcomers in the shade. The first- 
named, after a terrific first-week, 
still is out in front. Excepting ‘Gone 
With the Wind,’ ‘One Foot in 
Heaven’ broke the Century boxoffice 
record before moving over to the 
| World for an extension of its first- 
| run. 
Principal 
Chocolate 
‘Great Guns,’ 
| importance. 
Estimates for This Week 
Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 17-28)— 





newcomers are ‘The 
Soldier,’ ‘Sundown’ and 
in the order of their 


| ‘Steel Against Sky’ (WB) and ‘Moon | 
first-runs. | 


Over Shoulder’ (20th), 
|heading for good $1,200 in four days. 
| re Woman’ (PRC) and ‘Riders 


of Timberline’ (20th), _first-runs, 
open today (Tuesday). Last week, | 
'‘Date Falcon’ (RKO) and ‘South 


Tahiti’ (U), first-runs, nice $1,500 in 
| five days. 
Century (P-S) (1,600; 28-39-44)— 
‘Chocolate Soldier’ (M-G) Nelson 
|Eddy seems to be slipping here. 
However, may stretch to pretty good 
$5,000. Last week, ‘Foot in Heaven’ 
|(WB), very big $8,600. 
(20th). Laurel and 
been away pretty 
craving for laugh fare cal- 
culated to boost this one along to 
lsock $4,500. Last week, ‘Tarzan’s 
Treasure’ (M-G), big $3,600. 
Orpheum (P-S) (2,800; 30-40-50)— 
‘Sundown’ (UA). Lacking in cast 
inames, Gene Tierney not being 
|strong enough yet to carry marquee 
load. Okay $7,500. Last week, ‘Sul- 
livan’s Travels’ (Par) and Les 
Brown orch, $13,000, left house 


slightly in red. 

State (P-S) (2,300; 40-44-55)—- 
‘Sergeant York’ (WB) (2d _ wk.). 
Nothing but raves for this one. 
Stretching toward big $9,000 this 
week. First week, $14,500, very big. 
Uptown (Par) (1,100; 30-40)— 
\‘Louisiana Purchase’ (Par). First 
'nabe showing. Bob Hope’s local 
|popularity helping to carry this 
along to splendid $3,600. Last week, 
‘Pulham’ (M-G), good $2,800. 


Guns’ 
have 
general 





World (Par-Steffes) (350; 28-39- 
44-55)—Foot in Heaven’ (WB). 
Church element has gotten behind | 


this one and takings have soared sky 
high. May reach fine $3,000 here 
Last week, ‘Little Foxes’ (RKO) 
2d wk.), tt; od $2,200 


pre Yy & 


Gopher (P-S) (998; 28-30)—‘Great | 
Hardy | 
long, but | 


First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week of Feb. 12 
Astor—Kings Row’ (WB) (2d 
week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Dec. 24, 1941) 
Broadway —‘Fantasia’ (Disney) 
(6th week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Nov. 13, 1940) 
Capitol—‘Design for Scandal’ 
(M-G) (2d week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Nov. 12, 1941) 
Criterion—‘Lady for a Night’ 
(Rep) (11). 
Globe—‘Lady in Distress’ (Al- 
liance) (7). 
Music Hall—‘Woman of the 
Year’ (M-G) (2d week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Jan. 14) 
Paramount—‘Sullivan’s  Trav- 
els’ (Par) (3d week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Dec. 10, 1941) 


Rialto—‘Our Russian Front’ 
(Artkino). 
Roxy—‘Son of Fury’ (20th) 
(3d week). 


(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Jan. 7) 
Strand—‘Captains of the Clouds’ 
(WB) (13). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Jan. 21) 
Week of Feb. 19 
Astor—‘Kings Row’ (WB) (3d 
week). 
Broadway—‘Fantasia’ (Disney) 
(7th week). 
Capitol—‘Johnny Eager’ (M-G) 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Dec. 10, 1941) 
Music Hall—‘Woman of the 
Year’ (M-G) (3d week). 
Paramount—‘Bahama Passage’ 
(Par) (18). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Dec. 10, 1941) 
Rialto—‘Our Russian’ Front’ 
(Artkino) (2d week). 
Roxy—‘Roxie Hart’ (20th). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Feb. 4) 


Strand—‘Captains of the Clouds’ 
(WB) (24a week). 


FURY, $15,000, 
HOT IN FRICD 
CLEVELAND 


Cleveland, Feb. 10. 

Grotto’s annual circus at civic 
auditorium and two-day icy storm 
flashed the red-light against most of 
the de luxers at the beginning of 
this frame. First five days of the 
two-week tanbark show hurt by 
pulling 56,373 attendance away from 
theatres. 

Estimates for This Week 

Allen (RKO) (3,000; 30-35-42-55) 
—‘Call Out Marines’ (RKO). Solidly 
plugged and tagged for okay $6,500. 
Last week, ‘Man Came _ Dinner’ 
(WB) (3d wk), smart $6,000. 

Hipp (Warners) (3,700; 30-35-42- 
55)—‘Son Fury’ (20th) Spurting 
| through the snow for healthy $15,000 
with h.o. in sight. Last week, ‘Re- 
member Day’ (20th), so-so $9,000. 

Lake (Warner (800; 30-35-42-55)— 
‘Man to Dinner’ (WB) (4th). Hold- 
ing up well, $3,000. Last week, ‘Wolf 
Man’ (U) (2d wk), okay $2,000. 

Palace (RKO) (3,700; 30-35-42-55- 
66)—‘Belong to Me’ (Col) and stage 
show topped by Laurel and Hardy 
and Clyde McCoy’s orch. Star- 














winds, but climbing fast to swell 
| $25,000, mebbe more. Last week, 
i ‘Confirm or Deny’ (20th) and ‘Folies 
| Internationale’ unit, quiet $18,000. 

| State (Loew's) (3,450; 30-35-42-55) 
| —‘Design for Scandal’ (M-G). A bit 
| too fluffy, but fair $12,000. Last 
week, ‘Bahama Passage’ (Par), slow 
$11,500. 

| $§tillman (Loew’s) (1,872; 30-35-42- 
|55)—‘Bahama Passage’ (Par) (2d 
|'wk). Ordinary $4,000 on shiftover 
| Last stanza, ‘Johnny Eager’ (M-G) 
(2d wk), good $7,000. 


| ‘Sereaming’, $15,000, 
Getting Over in J.C. 


Jersey City, Feb. 10 
Showing ‘The Corsican  Bros.,’ 
| Loew’s is doing best business since 
ing, at Stanley, and ‘Paris Calling,’ 
at State, doing nicely. 
Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s (Loew's) (3,205; 30-35-55) 
—‘Corsican’ (M-G) and _ ‘Boston 
Blackie’ (Col). Socko $19,000, neat- 
est biz in a long time. Last week, 
‘Chocolate Soldier’ (M-G) and ‘Un- 
| holy Partners’ (M-G), sturdy $16,000. 

Stanley (WB) (4,500; 30-35-55 )— 
‘Wake Up Scréaming’ (WB) and 
‘Gentleman Heart’ (20th). This set 
will probably grab nice $15,000. Last 





J ‘Through Night’ (WB) and | easy $100,000, and holds over. Last 
tonite College’ "(Col ) terrific | week, third far ‘Ball of Fire’ (RKO), 
$18,000. | $77,000, fine. 

State (Skouras) (2,200; 30-35-55)— | Rialto (Mayer) (594; 28-44-55)— 
‘Paris Calling’ (U) and ‘Playmate Jail House Blues’ (U). Goes out 
(RKO). Good $10,500. Last week, | tonight (Wed.) with six-and-a-half 
‘Remember Day’ (20th) and ‘Murd lay accounting for about $5,000, 
Ringe’ (Col) (2d wk), nice 39.000 light Our Russian Front,’ Russian | v¢ 


spangled bill chilled a bit by zero | 


‘Boom Town.’ ‘I Wake Up Scream- | 


$100,000, ‘Kings’ 


No B'way Blues; ‘Woman’ Spiffy 


Fine 226 Despite 


Critics, ‘Sullivan’-Miller 2d Big 556 





Upcurve in business on Broadway, 
which has rolled up higher totals 
during January than for the same 
month in 1941, continues to produce 
a good yield for pictures and stage- 
shows where they possess any allure 
at all. 

‘Kings Row’ is a surprise gross- 
getter at the Astor in view of the 
bad notices it received, while also 
showing plenty of b.o. power is 
‘Woman of the Year,’ which is a 
cinch for $100,000 on its week at the 
Music Hall and holds over. Critics 
gave this one the best they had, but, 
although pouncing on ‘Row,’ that 
film is drawing big night business 
and on its first seven days ended 
Monday night (9) the till showed 
$22,000. 


‘Row’ is getting the women and 
over the weekend the scales were 
tilted to $1.10, with no squawks 
registered. Matinees for the film 
Teen of the 1940 best-seller are 
air. 


Another Warner picture, ‘Wild Bill 
Hickok Rides,’ with Frankie Masters 
on the stage, is at the Strand. It’s a 
one-week shot but will show a fair 
profit at $28,000. House is opening 
‘Captains of the Clouds’ tomorrow 
night (Thurs.), with Blue Barron 
coming in the wee morning. 
Idea of the Thursday night preem is 
to catch some of the Lincoln birth- 
day business, 


Paramount wound up its second 
week last night (Tues.) with ‘Sulli- 
van’s Travels’ and Glenn Miller, 
taking in $55,000, and begins the 
third stanza today (Wed.). Another 
holdover that is doing extremely 
well is ‘Son of Fury,’ now in its sec- 
ond round at the Roxy. It will get 
a substantial $43,000, or thereabouts, 
and holds a third week. ‘Roxie 
Hart’ was previewed Monday night 
(9), but won’t come in until Feb. 19. 

Capitol had not intended holding 
‘Design for Scandal,’ but, following 
a stout weekend take and _ indica- 
tions of a first week of good $28,000, 
it will be retained a second. This 
sets ‘Jchnny Eager’ back to Thurs- 
day (19). 

A very good drawing card is the 
State show of “Two-Faced Woman’ 
(2d run) and Earl Carroll’s ‘Vani- 
ties. The way people are moving 
past the b.o. here, receipts should 
hit $29,000 or close, much above the 
house average. 

‘Mr. V’ is a Lincoln’s birthday ar- 
rival at the Rivoli tomorrow 
(Thurs.). House has not done well 
with ‘Joan of Paris’ on a run ending 
tonight (Wed.) that totals two weeks 
and five days. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (Loew’s) (1,012: 35-55-85- 
$1.10)—‘Kings Row’ (WB) (2d wk). 
Teed off on second week yesterday 
(Tues.), after coming through to a 
strong $22,000 on the first in spite 
of roasting by the critics. 

Broadway (Disney) (1,895; 35-55- 
75)—‘Fantasia’ (RKO-Disney) (5th 
wk). Continues here until ‘Bambi’ 
(RKO-Disney) is ready; this week at 
pop scales (5th) looks $10,000, or in 
| that neighborhood. Last week (4th) 
ie $11,500, in both cases okay. 

Capitol (Loew’s) (4,620: 35-55-85- 
$1.10-$1.25) — ‘Design for Scandal’ 
(M-G). Not forte on other days, but 
big enough on weekend to insure 
$28,000 or so, good, and thus wins 
Last week, third for ‘Cor- 











| holdover. 


| sican Brothers’ (UA), nice money- 
|} getter here, was less than $20,000, 
| satisfactory. 


| Criterion (Loew’s) (1,062; 35-44-55- 
|75)—‘Lady for a Night’ (Rep) opens 
|here today (Wed.), following fairish 
| week of $7,800 with ‘Dr. 
Victory’ (M-G) Preceding 
|‘Yank on Burma Road’ 
$8,000. 

Globe (Brandt) 
‘Paris Calling’ 





(M-G) got 


(1,250; 28-35-55)— 
(U) (4th-final wk) 


Finale will be about $6.500, o.k., while } 


| last week (3d) was $8,000, very good. 
| Palace (RKO) 

| 65-75 )—I Wake Up Screaming’ 
(20th) and ‘Swamp Water’ (20th), 
both 2d run. Goes out tonight (Wed.) 
after six days’ gross total of $7,500, 
mild. Last week, ‘Man Who Came to 
Dinner’ (WB) (2d run) and ‘Body 

Disappears’ (WB) (1st run), $9,000, 
| good. 

Paramount (Par) (3,664; 35-55-85- 
-99 )}—‘Sullivan’s Travels’ (Par) and, 
on stage, Glenn Miller (3d wk). Hit- 
lting fast gait at $55,000 on second 
| week. concluded last night (Tues.), 
|}and begins third today (Wed.). The 
first seven days was smashful $72,000, 
highest for house on any non-holiday 
|week under six years of pitband 
policy. 

Radio City Music Hall (Rockefel- 
lers) (5,945: 44-55 - 85 - 99 - $1.65)— 
‘Woman of Year’ (M-G) and stage- 
show. Mighty at the b.o., looking an 





Kildare’s | 
that, | 


(1,700; 28-35-44-55- | 


| and 


compilation, comes in tonight (Wed.) 
on a preview. Last week, ‘Call Out 
Marines’ (RKO) (2d wk), $5,000. 

Rivoli (UA) (2,092; 35-55-75-85- 
99)—‘Joan of Paris’ (RKO) (3d-final 
wk). On final five days $10,000, 
while last week (2d) was not quite 
$16,000, slow. ‘Mr. V’ (UA) opens 
tomorrow morning (Thurs.). 

Roxy (20th) (5,886; 35-55-65-75-85) 


—‘Son of Fury’ (20th) and stage- 
show (2d wk). Holding up re- 
markably well, thi, week (2d) 


auguring a strong $43,000, and stays 
a third session. Initial seven days 
ran to a big $52,50C. ‘Roxie Hart’ 
(20th) opens Thursday (19). 

State ¢Loew’s) (3,450; 28-44-55-75- 
90 - $1.10) — ‘Two-Faced Woman’ 
(M-G) (2d run) and Earl Carroll's 
‘Vanities’ on stage. A smart $29,000 
seen for this show. Last week, ‘Men 
in Her Life’ (Col) (2d run), Three 
Stooges and Carl Hoff's orch, $22,000, 
rather good. 

Strand (WB) (2,756; 35-55-75-85- 
99)—‘Wild Bill Hickok Rides’ (WB) 
and Frankie Masters. A one-weeker, 
but o.k. at $28,000 with the nut held 
down. Last week, second for ‘All 
Through the Night’ (WB) and Bob 
Chester, plus Georgie Price, $36,000 
ver good. ‘Captains of the Clouds* 
(WB) preems tomorrow night 
(Thurs.), while Blue Barron hits the 
stage the following morning. + 


‘Night’-Vaude, $17,590, 
Neat in D. C.; ‘Sundown’ 
Not So Bright $15,000 


Washington, Feb. 10. 

Only two new films opened down- 
town, ‘All Through Night,’ at Earle, 
doing better than ‘Sundown,’ at Pal- 
ace. Latter item is being equaled, 
however, by second week of ‘Johnny 
Eager,’ at Capitol. 

Estimates for This Week 
Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 28-39-44-66) 








‘Johnny Eager’ (M-G) and vaude 
(2d wk). Getting good $15,000, fol- 
lowing red hot $24,000 opening 
stanza. 


Columbia (Loew) (1,234: 28-44)— 
Bugle Sounds’ (M-G). Moveover 
slightly flat, $4,000. Last week. ‘H. M. 


Pulham (M-G) (moveover), solid 
$6,000. 
Earle (WB) (2,216; 28-39-44-66)— 


‘Through Night’ (WB) 
Getting good $17,500. Last week, 
‘Bedtime Story’ (Col) plus Sammy 
Kaye orch, can thank latter for ex. 
cellent $22,500. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 40-50-65)— 
‘Ball Fire’ (RKO) (6th wk). Wind- 
ing up its run with handsome $8,500, 
following fine $10,500 last week. 

Metropolitan (WB) (1,600; 28-44) 
—‘Sgt. York’ (WB) (moveover). 
Third downtown week at pop prices 
heading for sizzling $8,500. Last 
week, ‘Man to Dinner’ (WB) (move- 
over) (2d wk), fourth downtown 
week, solid $6,000. 

Palace (Loew) 


and vaude, 


. (2,242; 28-55)— 
‘Sundown’ (UA). No sunshine with 
| pale $15,000. Last week, ‘Green Val- 
4 (20th) (3d wk), very good $11,- 


‘SCANDAL,’ $6,000, NICE 
IN HEALTHY MEMPHIS 


Memphis, Feb. 10. 

Son of Fury’ got mixed notices 
but is pulling heavily at Loew’ State. 
Not far behind is ‘Design for Scan- 








dal,’ Loew’s Palace feature. whi h 
nabbed raves from reviewer 

| Weather okay and not much Op- 
| posish 


Estimates for This Week 
Warner (WB) (2,000: 10-33-44)— 
| ‘Steel Sky’ (WB). Cast doesn’t mean 
| much at b. o. Will be lucky to get 

$3,000. Last week, ‘Wild Bill Hickok’ 
(WB), $4,600, not bad. 

Malco (Lightman) (2,800: 10-33-44) 
—‘Sullivan’s Travels’ (Par). Favor- 
able press and word of mouth may 
hypo this one to $5,000, okay. Last 
week, ‘Appointment Love’ (U), $5,- 
500, good. 

State (Loew) (2,600: 10-33-44) — 
‘Son Fury’ (20th). Points to nice 
$6,500 and second week. Last week, 
‘Joe Smith’ (M-G}, $4,100, much bet- 
ter than anticipated. 

Palace (Loew) (2.200: 10-33-44)— 
‘Design Scandal’ (M-G). Rusgell- 
Pidgeon comedy might get good $6.- 
000. Last week, ‘Rémember Day’ 
(20th), $5,100, all right. 

Strand (Lightman) (1.000: 10-22- 
33)—‘Louisiana Purchase’ (Par) (2d 
run), three days; ‘Confessions Boston 
Blackie’ (Col), one day, and ‘Blondie 
Goes .College’ (Col), three days. 
Looks to good week at $1,900. Last 
week, ‘Pacific Blackout’ (Par), three 
days; ‘Sing Supper’ (Col), one day, 
‘Secret Wasteland (Par), $1,800, 
ry good. 
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| tt ae Vi a aa wm” ~— Hollywood columnist 
Hy | <a ei of the N. 3 Daily News 


writin £ : Ee oo . eae & 
on films in i ee 
The New Yorker magazine 


| “KINGS ROW 
| will certainly be one 
of the Ten Best 


fi ANN SHERIDAN 
tf i ) ROBERT CUMMINGS 
i 4] | RONALD REAGAN , 
BETTY FIELD 
; 


in 

“KINGS ROW” 
with 

CHARLES COBURN 

Claude Rains + Judith 

Anderson* Nancy Coleman 
KAAREN VERNE 
MARIA QUSPENSKAYA 
HARRY DAVENPORT 








= Mosic by Esich Wolfgang Korngold 


Pictures of 1942. 


AaYM 


“KINGS ROW 
is plainly too good 
for the Ten Best 
Pictures of 1942." 


...And, best of all, the paying 
customers at the Astor Theater, 
New York, think it’s terrific! 


Lea 
a | 
Ta | And so do \ 
| ~ _ Directed by SAM WOOD 
PS ae °. Screen Play by Casey Robinson 
OW ==. From the Novel by Henry Bellamon e 
| 
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Frisco B. 0. Perky; ‘Suspicion’-Vaude 


Wham $25000, ‘Bugle’ Solid 206 








San Francisco, Feb. 10. 

Street fairly lively this week, with 
Golden Gate again leading the pack. 
With ‘Suspicion’ on screen, biz is top- 
ping even that of the money-making 
‘Andrews Sisters last week, which in- 
dicates the Hitchcock flick will ride 
here for about three weeks. 

Fox has been hosting the military 
as part of its campaign on “The Bugle 
Sounds.’ Only other newcomer is 
‘you're In the Army Now’ at War- 
- Estimates for This Week 
(F-WC) (5,000; 35-40-55)— 
‘Bugle Sounds’ (M-G) and “Mr. and 
Mrs. North’ (M-G). Headed for solid 
$20,000. Last (2d) week, ‘Died With 
Boots’ (WB), satisfactory $12,000. 

Golden Gate (RKG) (2,850; 44-55- 

65 )—‘Suspicion’ (RKO) and vaude. 
Heading for smash $26,000. Last 
week, “Mexican Spitfire’s Baby 
(RKO) and Andrews Sisters, huge 
24,500. 
’ Orpheum (Blumenfeld) (2.440; 35- 
40-55 —‘Hellzapoppin’ (U) (3rd wk) 
and ‘Boston Blackie’ (Col) (1st wk). 
With new second feature, third frame 
holding up for around $9,000. Last 
week,: with ‘Ellery Queen’ (Col), 
healthy $11,900. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,470; 35-40- 
55)—Bahama Passage’ (Par) and 
‘Night Jan. 16° (Par) (24 wk), Will 
do about $10,000. Last week, way 
ahead of expectations at $18,000. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,475; 35-40- 
55)—‘Died With Boots’ (WB) (move- 
over). Third week on street may get 
around $5,500. Last week, ‘Johnny 
Eager’ (M-G) and ‘Devil Pays Off 
(Rep), a little over $5,000, nice. 

United Artists (UA-Blumenfeld) 

(1,100: 35-40-55)—"Men in Life’ (Col) 
and ‘Three Girls’ (Col) (2d wk). 
Looks like about $7,600. Last week, 
9,400. 
’ Warfield (F-WC) (2,650; 35-40-55) — 
‘You're In Army’ (WB) and ‘Law 
Tropics’ (WB). Around $13,000, 
average. Last (2d) week, ‘Remember 
Day’ (2th) and ‘Right to Heart’ 
(20th). $10,000, good. 


He-Men’s K. C. Allure 
OK; ‘Fury’ 106, ‘Bahama’ 
Big 86, ‘Boots’, Ditto 


Kansas City, Feb. 10. 

Theatre now is alive with swash- 
buckling male cinema magnets and 
three first -run situations are doing 
sound biz with Errol Flynn, Stirling 
Hayden and Tyrone Power, respec- 
tively. Leader of the town, however, 
is the Tower, where Ted Lewis and 
band on stage will drag take up to 
around $12,500, with ‘Blue, White and 
Perfect’ as film partner. 

Estimates for This Week 

Esquire and Uptown (Fox Mid- 
west) (820 and 2,045; 11-30-44)—‘Son 
Fury’ (20th), solo in both spots. 
Looks for a good week at $10,000 
combo and probable holdover. Last 
week, ‘Remember Day’ (20th), sat- 
isfactory $10,000. 

Midland (Loew’s) (4,101; 11-30-44) 
—Bedtime Story’ (Col) and ‘Ellery 
Queen’ (Col). Lightweight $6,500. 
Last week, ‘Bugle Sounds’ (M-G) and 
‘Belong to Me’ (Col), favorable 
$11,000 

Newman (Paramount) (1,900: 11 
30-44)—‘Bahama Passage’ (Par). 
Heavy night play leading this one 
to good $8,000. Last week, ‘Glamour 
Boy’ (Par) with Ink Spots and Ers- 


Fox 








kine Hawkins, at 55c. top, solid 
$14,000. 
Orpheum (RKO) (1,600; 11-30-44) 


—‘Died With Boots’ (WB). Getting 
nice play at $8,000 and gets holdover 
at that rate, with ‘Obliging Young 
Lady’ (RKO) added to make up dual 
bill. Last week, ‘Ball Fire’ (RKO) 
and “Date With Falcon’ (RKO), fifth 
consecutive week, fine $5,000. 
Tower (Joffee) (2,110; 11-30-50)- 

‘Blue, White and Perfect’ (20th) with 
Ted Lewis’ Revue on stage. Upped 
admission and magnetism of band 
leader boosting this to $12,500, very 





‘Hepburn-Tracy In ‘Woman of Year’ 
Holdovers—Power In ‘Fury’, ‘Purchase’ and ‘Valley’ 


| 


Breadiay Grosses 


Estimated Total Gress 


eee eee eweee 


(Based on 13 theatres) 
Total Gress Same Week 


(Based on 13 theatres) 











FURY FROTHY 


pleasant. Last week, ‘Lady for Night’ | 
(Rep) and vaude at 30c., mild $5,500. | 





Dress Suit to Cleaners 


Hollyweod, Feb. 10. 

‘Tales of Manhattan,’ the history 
of a dress suit, wound up its shoot- 
ing schedule at 20th-Fox after 64 
days of actual lensing with 16 stars, 
17 featured players and 12 writers 
getting screen credit. 

Julien Duviver directed under 


Production supervision of Boris 
Morros, 








REPUBLIC’S ENCORE 
Hollywood, Feb. 10. 
Last year Republic made ‘10 Nights 
in a Barroom’ under the title of 
Citadel of Crime.’ 
Studio will make it again this year 
under original title, 


$13,000 IN PITT 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 10. 
Big noise here this week is ‘Son 
of Fury,’ which is shooting for a new 
house record at Senator. Stanley is 
doing very well with ‘Bugle Sounds’ 
and stage combo of Connie Boswell 
and Ray Bolger. 


Estimates for This Week 





Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 30-50)—‘How | 


Green’ (20th) (6th wk). This is the 
wind-up for all-time record holder 
in coin, attendance and length of run 
for Shea house. Will finish pretty 
close to good $5,000, after last week’s 
good $7,000. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 30-40- 
50)—‘Bahama Passage’ (Par). Not 
even names (Madeleine Carroll and 
Stirling Hayden) can salvage this 
here. Will be lucky to get $8,000, 
poor. Last week, ‘Man to Dinner’ 
(WB), $14,000, okay. 

Ritz (WB) (800; 30-40-50)—‘Sus- 
picion’ (RKO). Tapering off down- 
town first-run to satisfactory $2,700. 
Last week, ‘Johnny Eager’ (M-G), 
following same Penn-Warner-Ritz 
course, got about $2,600. 


Senater (Harris) (1,750; 30-40-50) 
—Son of Fury’ (20th). Tyrone 
Power starrer gave house biggest 


opening day in its history, about 
$2,300, and blazing biz should result 
in new all-time record at close to 
$13,000. Last week, ‘Confirm or Deny’ 
(20th), considerably over-estimated. 
Scarcely did $4,000, poor. 

Stanley (WB) (3,800; 30-44-60-66) 
—‘Bugle Sounds’ (M-G) and on stage 
Connie Boswell and Ray Bolger. 
Solid all around. Adding up to fine 


$20,500. Last week, “Tarzan’'s Secret’ 


(M-G) and George Murphy-Block 
and Sully, tapered off to $17,000, all 


‘Vanishing Va.’ Hefty 
$8,000 In Port. Teeoff 


Portland, Ore., Feb. 10. 

Northwest preem of ‘Vanishing 
Virginian’ took the spotlight at the 
Broadway this week for great: h.o. 
‘Bahama Passage’ is strong at Para- 
mount. 

Estimates for Th‘ Week 

Breadway (Parker) (2,000; 35-40- 
50) — ‘Vanishing Virginian’ (M-G) 
and ‘Yank Burma Road’ (M-G). 
Looks for great $8,000. Last week, 
‘Corsican’ (UA) and ‘Hay Foot’ 
(UA), second week, satisfactory 
$5,500. 

Mayfair (Parker - Evergreen) 
(1,500; 35-40-50) —‘Remember Day’ 
(20th) moveover from Paramount, 
with ‘Honolulu Lou’ (Col), first-run. 
Poor $3,000. Last week, “‘Two-Faced 
Woman’ (M-G) singled for four days 
of second week for nice $3,000. 

Orpheum (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(1,800; 35-40-50)—‘Confirm or Deny’ 
(20th) and ‘All Money Buy’ (RKO). 
Okay $5,300. Last week, ‘Playmates’ 


(RKO) and ‘Ellery Queen’ (Col), 
good $7,600. 
Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 


(3,000; 35-40-50)—‘Bahama Passage’ 
(Par) and ‘Glamour Boy’ (Par). 
Well ballyed and in line for strong 
$8,700. Last week, ‘Remember Day’ 
(20th) and ‘Nine Lives’ (WB), high 
$8,000. 

United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 35- 
40-50)—‘Johnny Eager’ (M-G) and 
‘Mr. North’ (M-G) (2d wk). Fine 
$6,000. First week rousing $7,500, 


‘CORSICAN’ FINE $17,000 
IN HEALTHY NEWARK 


Newark, Feb. 10. 

‘The Corsican Brothers,’ at Loew’s, 
is getting best b.o. in town this week. 
Clese behind is ‘Sullivan’s Travels,’ 
at Paramvtnt. 

Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Indie) ‘2,000; 25-35-50-60) 
—Zis Boom Bah’ (Rep) and Gene 
Krupa’s orch. Nice $16,000. Last 
week, ‘Tragedy Midnight’ (Rep) and 
Martha Raye in person, fine $18,000. 

Branford (WB) (2,800; 28-33-44- 
55)—‘All Through Night’ (WB) and 
‘Blondie College’ (Col) (2d wk). 
Headed for swell $13,000. Last week 
huge $18,000. 

Capitol (WB) (1,200; 
—Pulham’ (M-G) and ‘Skylark’ 
1(Par). Fair $2,600 in sight. Last 
week, ‘Feminine Touch’ (M-G) and 
‘Tarzan’s Treasure’ (M-G), moderate 
$2,700. 


Little (Indie) (300; 33-39-55)— 
‘Mystery Room 13° (Indie) and 
‘Terror’ (Indie). Chillers will prob- 
ably take in good $2.200. Last week, 
‘40,000 Horsemen’ (Indie) (4th wk—9 
days), o.k. $1,500. 








20-28-39-44) 


right. Paramount (Adams-Par) (2,000; 
Warner (WB) (2,000; 30-40-50)— | 30-35-44-55) — ‘Sullivan’s Travels’ 
‘Man to Dinner’ (WB). Brought| (Par) and ‘Pacific Blackout’ (Rep). 


here from Penn and looks like okay 
$5,000, Last week, ‘Suspicion’ (RKO), 
ditto. 





Starter for Samish 


Hollywood, Feb. 10. 
Adrian Samish, former director of 
radio shows in the east, draws ‘Lady 
Bodyguard’ for his initialer as a di- 
rector of Paramount. 
Sol C. Siegel is producing over- 
seer of Samish’s debut. Play is based 
on a yarn by Edward Haldeman, 





Dandy $16,500. Last week, ‘Men in 
Life’ (Col) and ‘Honolulu Lu’ (Col), 
mild $12,000. 

Proctor’s (RKO) (2,400: 28-44-60) 
—Green Was Valley’ (20th) 
‘Moon Over Shoulder’ (20th) (3d 
wk). These and five-act vaude bill 
oa Monday and Tuesday nights will 
lead to swell $13,000. Last week, 
great $17,000. 

State (Loew’s) (2,600: 28-33-44-55) 
—‘Corsican Bros.’ (M-G) and ‘Boston 
Blackie’ (Col). Moving toward 
hefty $17,000. Last week, ‘Chocolate 
Soldier’ (M-G) and ‘Unholy Part- 
ners’ (M-G), nice $15,000. 





and | 


Dual N.G. 


Deanna Bounces Back in L. A., 


$23500 in 2 Spots; ‘Scandal 


216, Dinner’ 2d 186 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
Zest Week.......... $1,873,600 
(Based on 27 cities, 187 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, tncluding 


N. Y.) 
Total Gross Same Week 
Ss 0 eS: $1,573,900 


(Based on 24 cities, 168 theatres) 


v 


Hollywood, Feb. 10. 

Deanna Durbin clipped $23,500 at 
Pantages and Hill Street for opening 
week of ‘It Started With Eve,’ to 
lead the town in present stanza. Dur- 
bin biz is 15% over initial sessions 
of her past two releases. 

‘Man Who Came to Dinner’ pro- 
vides strong boxoffice menu in sec- 
ond week at Warner’s Hollywood and 
Downtown and heads for good $18,- 
000. State and Chinese feeling eftects 
of lightweight dual of ‘Design for 











‘NIGHT’ BRIGHT 





Cincinnati, Feb. 10. 

Fronting the film pack by a wide 
margin currently is ‘Louisiana Pur- 
chase’ at Albee. Also on bright side 
is ‘All Through the Night,’ at Palace, 
and ‘Vanishing Virginian,’ at Grand. 

General trade is at okay level and 
up several notches over last week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 33-40-50)— 
‘Louisiana Purchase’ (Par). Getting 
smash $16.000. Last week, ‘Remem- 
ber Day’ (20th), fairly good $10,000. 

Capitel (RKO) (2,000; 33-40-50)— 
‘Ball Fire’ (RKO) (2d wk). Move- 
over stay stretched to fortnight. 
Okay $4,500, after last week's big 
$6,500. Pic fetched great $16,500 in 
initial week at Albee. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-28)— 
‘Date alcon’ (RKO) and ‘Stork 
Pays’ (Col), split with ‘Cadet Girl’ 
(20th) and ‘Billy Kid’ (PRC). Aver- 
age $2,100. Ditto last week for 


(U), divided with ‘Forbidden 
(Mono) and ‘Mr. Celebrity’ 


Lips’ 
Trails’ 
(PRC). 

Grand (RKO) 


(1,430; 30-40-50)— 
‘Vanishing Virginian’ (M-G). All 
right $5,000. Last week, ‘All Money 
Buy’ (RKO), fair $4,000. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 33-40-50) 
—Remember Day’ (20th). Switched 
from Albee for second week. Fair 
$3,500. Last week, ‘Confirm, Deny’ 
(20th), eight days, bad $3,000. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 33-40-50)— 
‘Bugle Sounds’ (M-G). Transferred 
from Palace for second downtown 
stanza. Fair $3,200. Last week, 
‘Corsican Bros.’ (UA) (2d run), poor 
$2,500. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600: 33-40-50)— 
‘All Through Night’ (WB). Good 
$11,500. Last week, ‘Bugle Sounds’ 
(M-G), favorable $10,000, 

Shubert (RKO) (2,150; 33-44-60 )— 
‘Mr. and Mrs. North’ (M-G) and 
‘Meet People’ revue on stage. 
show accorded press puffs and good 
notices, ‘Weekend Three’ (RKO) and 
Laurel and Hardy topping vaude 
with Milton Britton’s band and Judy 
Starr, big $15,000. 














NATIONAL BOXOFFICE SURVEY 








Enters Group of 


All Big 


More than 30 films released over the past quarter | for extended first runs. Still playing in the big time 
are playing in the first runs currently, not counting | are ‘Louisiana Purchase’ (Par), doing smash busin« 
| the supporting dual attractions. Nothing could more | in Boston, Cincinnati and Providence; ‘B of Fin 
graphically visualize the radical change in national | (Goldwyn-RKO), which has finished ix week 
distribution and exhibition that has taken place within | Chicago and Boston: ‘How Green Was My Valk 
the first six months (since last September) of the | (20th), six weeks in Pittsburgh, three in Newark, six 
| Consent Degree provisions, governing sales in groups |in Philadelphia, five in Detroit and fo in Chicago 
of five features or less and the old time national re- | and ‘Son of Fury’ (20th) ch is holding ove ! 
lease date method. An individual film may be playing | Kansas City, Pittsburgh, Cleveland, Philadelphia and 
its second and third runs in some territories and still | Chicago . . 
be considered by public and trade as hot from the | ‘Woman of the Year’ is pointed to better than 
studio in other sections of the country. $100,000 in its first week at the Music Hall, N. Y. 


pelled. It has even transpired tha 
layed showings of the more popula 


pered beyond the earlier exhibitions. Word of mouth 


comment has been partly responsib 


perience. 
is that many films have struck 
wickets without benefit of highly 


more (4th week), Washington (3rd 
Minneapolis and Montreal. 
From indications, ‘Woman of the 





the calibre to rate with the 


| season which as a group has achiev 


more p 


Based on the healthy showing of the boxoffice it 
appears that misgivings earlier expressed as to the 
practicability of territory release are completely dis- 


advertising approach to films based on prior run ex- 
Another angle that has intrigued showmen 
A 


way, State street or Hollywood records. 
‘Sergeant York’ (WB) has been in release since last | 
summer but 1s only now playing first runs in Balti- | 


| 
important spots. 
t some of the de- | ing in New 
r films have pros- | 
ers’ 
le. Also, improved 
| (U), which hit $ 
Who Came 
‘Remember 
merit a holdover 


fast at the 


Broad- 


gait 
successful 


‘All Thru the N 


wide play to profitable figures in advance of its 
York or Chicago. 
(M-G) has struck a popular stride. 
(UA) 1s a solid grosser. 
ping the bills include ‘Sullivan’s Travels’ (Par), well 
| received on Broadway and in Newark; ‘Hellzapoppin’ 


to Dinner’ 
the Day’ 


‘Bugle Call’ (M- 


ight’ (WB) is strong in half a dozen 
‘Johnny Eager’ (M-G) is getting a 
show- 
Virginian’ 
‘Corsican Broth- 
Others which are top- 


‘Vanishing 


16,500 last week in St. Louis, ‘Man 
(WB), a strong comedy, and 
(20th), sufficiently popular to 
in Omaha. 

G) is timely and getting top booking 


in the duals. Through an error on these pages last 
week, pop prices), | week it was reported as the supporting film in Indian- 
| apolis. 
Year’ (M-G) is of | ‘King’s Row’ (WB) has yet to show its draught out- 
opular films of the | side the Astor, on Broadway, where the business 1 
‘ed notable records excellent, despite unfavorable criticisms in the pre 


$11,500 IN CINCY 


‘Blonde Singapore’ (Col) and ‘Sealed | 


Stage 


Scandal’ and ‘Dr. Kildare’s Victory’ 
for ordinary biz. 

Move-over of “Shanghai Gesture’ to 
Wilshire and United Artists will show 
weak results. 

Estimates for This Week 

Carthay Circie (F-WC) (15:0; 33- 
44-59-75)—"Dumpbo’ (RKO) (ei. wa). 
Ads noting ‘last two weeks’ and hold- 
ing for about $2,200. Last week, 
closed ‘at $2,800, 

Chinese (Grauman-WC) (2,034; 33- 
44-59-79)— Design for Scandal’ (M- 
G) and ‘Kildare victory’ (M-G). Aim- 
ing for tair $9,000. Last week, 
‘Snanghai Gesiure’ (UA) and ‘Per- 
fect Snob’ (20th), caught $10,500. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 33-44-55) 
— Man Came Dinner’ (WB) (2d wk). 
Strong b. o. here with good $9,500. 
Last week, happy matinees helped 
roll up socko $14,000. 

Four Star (UA-F-WC) (900; 33-44- 
55)—‘Vanishing Virginian’ (M-G) (2d 
wk). Just lasting two-week fill-in 
stanza for weak $2,100. First week 


fair $3,300. 
Hawaii (G&S) (1,100; 33-44-55-75) 
—Kane’ (RKO) (17th wk). Final 


session bounces up to $4,000, closing 
Tuesday (10) for run of ‘Hellzapop- 
pin.” Last week, $3,000. 

Holiywood (WB) (2,756; 33-44-55) 
—Man Came to Dinner’ (WB) (2d 
wk). Holding steady for good $8,- 
500. First week walloping $14,500. 

Orpheum (B'way) (2,200; 33-44-55) 
—Public Enemies’ (Rep), ‘Hurricane 
Smith’ (Rep), and _ stage revue. 
Average biz at $9,500. Last week, 
‘Cowboy Serenade’ (Rep), ‘Body Dis- 
appears’ (Col), and Henry Busse 
band on stage, finished with $9,600. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 33-44-55)— 
‘Started With Eve’ (U), and ‘Con- 
fessions Boston Blackie’ (Col). Dur- 
bin bounces back after last pic for 
rousing $11,500. Last week, ‘Sus- 
picion’ (RKO) (2d wk) and ‘Never 
Give Sucker Break’. (U), good at 
$11,000. 

Paramount (Par) (3,595; 33-44-55) 
—Look Who's Laughing’ (RKO) and 
‘Torpedo Boat’ (Par) (2d wk). Catch- 
ing around $10,500 for six days of 
second week. First week, tabbed 
strong matinee trade for unexpected 
$17,500. 

RKO Hillstreet (RKO) (2,872; 33- 
44-55)—"Started With Eve’ (U) and 
‘Confessions Boston Blackie’ (Col), 
In high gear for $12,000. Last week, 
‘Suspicion’ (RKO) (2d) and ‘Never 
Give Sucker’ (U), good $10,500. 

State (Loew-F-WC) (2,204: 33-44- 
| 55-75)—“Design Scandal’ (M-G) and 
‘Kildare Victory’ (M-G). Lightweight 
|combo heading for $12.000. Last week, 
1*Shanghai Gesture’ (UA) and ‘Per- 
fect Snob’ (20th), caught sex-inclined 
trade for surprise $15,700. 

United Artists (UA-F-WC) 
33-44-55 )}—‘Shanghai Gesture’ 
and ‘Perfect Snob’ (20th) 
over looks like weak $4,000 
week. ‘Babes Broadway’ 
soloed for solid $6,300. 

Vogue (Vogue) (920: 33-44-55)— 
‘Wolf Man’ (U) and ‘Mad Doctor 
Main St.’ (U) (3d wk). Okay experi- 
| ment of house as first-runner. fin- 
ishing with $2.600. Second week to- 
taled $3.500 

Wilshire (F-WC: 2.296: 33-44-55)— 





2° 





(2.100; 
(UA) 
Move- 
Last 
(M-G), 





‘Shanghai Gesture’ (U) and ‘Per- 
fect Snob’ (20th) Lightweigt in 
moveover at $4.800. Last week, ‘Babe 
Broadway’ (M-G), played } slo 
¢ $7500 


Hecht to Produce, Direct 
His Own Scripts at 20th 


Hollywood, Feb. 10. 

Ben Hecht checked into 20th-Fox 
studio under a three-way contract 
as writer, director and producer. 

Writer recently completed the 
screenplay for ‘10 Gentlemen from 
West Point’ and two episodes for 
‘Tales of Manhattan’ on the same lot. 





Elihu Winer West 


Elihu Winer, assistant eastern 
| story editor at Universal, has been 
named story assistant in Milton 
| Schwartzwald’s Universal unit on the 
Coast. 

Bernard Dworetsky, reader in U's 
eastern story department, steps into 
W former job as assistant to 
j;editor Larney Goodkind., 


ner’s 
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VARIETY Wednesday, February 11, 1942 





“FILM OF THE YEAR—The 
perfect picture.’’— Mortimer, MIRROR 


*‘Screamingly funny . . . leaves 
audience weak from laughter.”’ 
—Cameron, NEWS 


‘*‘SUPERB. FILM OF THE 
YEAR.”  ~—Beehnel, WORLD-TELE. 


“Into a gloomy world comes a 
bright spot, a picture called 


» oF 


‘Woman of the Year’. 
—Creelman, SUN 


“One of the best pictures of the 
year, irresistibly entertaining.” 
—Barnes, HER. TRIB. 


‘The first honest-to~God Number 
1, Class A smash of 1942.” 
— Mishkin, TELEGRAPH 


“The movie comedy of the year.” 
-McManus, PM 


‘For the first time in months, this 
spectator feels like tossing his hat 
into the air.” —Crowther, TIMES 


**Sure to be one of the pictures of 
the year.’’—Pelswick, JOURN.-AMER. 








Play “THE NEW 
SPIRIT,” U. S. Trea- 
sury short — it’s 
100% entertainment 
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Watch this 
line of 1942 
trophies GROW! 
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Philly Stretching Boff B.0.; ‘Woman’ 


Nifty $20,000, 


Hellz’ Neat $16,000 


As 





Philadelphia, Feb. 10. 

There’s no slackening of the zingy 
pace set last week at the boxoffice, 
as heavy-hitting product replete with 
names continue to bring ‘em in. 
Showmen are watching with interest 
how ‘Hellzapoppin’ will fare playing 
in competish with the stage version 
now at the Forrest. The _ initial 
week’s gross for the film is okay, 
considering the lukewarm greeting 
by the crix. 3 

kiding the gravy train among the 
other newcomers is ‘Woman of the 
Year.’ ‘Paris Calling,’ coupled with 
Bob Chester’s orch and Mischa Auer, 
also doing nicely. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (WB) (1,303; 35-46-57-68 )— 
‘Green Valley’ (UA) (6th wk). 
Plenty lush, with grand $8,000 for 
this round. Fifth round brought 
cheery $8,500. 

Arcadia (Sablosky) (600; 35-46-57) 
—Babes Broadway’ (M-G) (2d run) 
(2d wk). Bangup $3,400. Last week, 


grand $4,000. 

Boyd (WB) (2,568; 35-46-57-68)— 
‘Woman of Year’ (M-G). Looks like 
a winner with $20,000. Last week, 
‘Corsican Bros.’ (UA), wound up sec- 
ond week with okay $12,000. 

Earle (WB) (2,768; 35-46-57-68-75) 
—‘Paris Calling’ (U) with Bob 
Chester’s band and Mischa Auer per- 
sonaling. Combo looks like satis- 
factory $19,000. Not in same class 
with $21,000 snared by ‘Four Jacks’ 
(RKO) plus Eddy Duchin’s crew last 


week. 

Fox (WB) (2,425; 35-46-57-63)— 
‘Son Fury’ (20th) (2d wk), Contin- 
‘uing hefty pace with sock $16,009, 
after slick $23.000 last week. 

Karliton (WB) (1,066; 35-46-57-68) 
—Through Night’ (WB) (2d run). 
Meller getting good $5,000. Last 
week, ‘Suspicion’ (RKO), fine $6,0C0 
for efght days of second run. 

Keith’s (WB) (2,220; 35-46-57-68 )— 
‘Johnny Eager’ (M-G) (2d run). Neat 
but not gaudy $5,000. Last week, 
‘Man to Dinner’ (WB), bowed out 
after third chukker of second run 
with grand $4,800. 

Stanley (WB) (2,916; 35-46-57-68) 
—Hellzapoppin’ (U). Olsen-Johnson 

elluloid version good for $16,000. 

ast week, ‘Through Night’ (WB), 


slackened off in second week to 

$10,500. . 
Stanton (WB) (1,457; 35-46-57-68 ) 

—Bugle Calls’ (M-G) (2d wk). 


Cheery $7,500. Opener almost touched 
house record with $9,000 last week. 


LANA-TAYLOR TORRID 
$11,000 IN OK L’VILLE 


Louisville, Feb.+10. 

Couple of firecrackers in town this 
week, both copping substantial coin. 
‘Johnny Eager,’ topper of a potent 
double bill at Loew’s State, and 
‘Bahama Passage’ at the Rialto, are 
running a strong race for top money, 
with a slight edge to the Robert Tay- 
lor-Lana Turner opus at State. 

Polack Bros. Circus under Shrine 
auspices at Jefferson County Armory 
is drawing well. Weather is pleasant 
currently, and plenty of coin in cir- 
culation, so the circus is not hurting 
film houses. 

Estimates for This Week 

Brown (Fourth Avenue-Loew’s) 
(1,400; 15-30-40) —‘Green Was Valley’ 
(20th) and ‘Cadet Girl’ (20th). Re- 
turn engagement after week at 
Rialto. Should cop nice $3,400. Last 
week, ‘Ball Fire’ (RKO) and ‘Carter 
Case’ (Rep), bumper $4,000. 

Kentucky (Switow) (1,200; 15-25) 
—Sundown’ (UA) and ‘Keep Fly- 
ing’ (U). Average $1,400. Last week. 
‘Ail Money Buy’ (RKO) and ‘Started 
With Eve’ (U), okay $1,500. 








Loew’s State (Loew’s) (3,300; 15- 
30-40)—Johnny Eager’ (M-G) and 


‘Miss Polly’ (Col). Making an eight- 
day run, which should mean $11,000. 


fine Last week, ‘Design Scandal’ 
(M-G) and ‘Queen Murder’ (Col), 
Oke $8,000. 

Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000: 


15-30-40 )\—‘Through Night’ (WB) (2d 
wk). Rated by crix as best pic in 
town. Heading for satisfactory $3,500, 
after last week’s excellent-$4,500. 


Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (1,000; 15- | 


30-40 )}—‘Bahama Passage’ (Par) and 
No Hands Clock’ (Par). Looks like 
Madeleine Carroll- Stuart Hayden 
combo definite b.o. click as romantic 
team. Aiming at juicy $10,000 and 
Probable moveover. Last week, ‘Re- 
member Day’ (20th) and ‘Right 
Heart’ (20th), neat $8,000. 
Strand (Fourth Avenue) 
15-30-40)—‘Lady for Night’ 
and ‘Mexican Spitfire’ (RKO). 
dium $3,000. Last week, ‘Pacific 
Blackout’ (Par) and ‘Young America’ 


(20th) plus March of Tirne, medium 
$3,000. 


U RENEWS BROWN 
Hollywood, Feb. 10. 
Johnny Mack Brown has been 
given a new contract by Universal 
for series of westerns. 
Oliver Drake, veteran scripter of 
Open space horse aperas, produces. 


(1,400; 
(Rep) 
Me- 





ad 


HOs Best in Mont’, 
‘Parallel’ 2d $6,500 


Montreal, Feb. 10. 

‘Parallel’ and the ‘Sergeant York’ 
are still away ahead of the field here, 
even though both are h.o’s. 

Estimates for This Week 

Palace (CT) (2,700; 30-45-62 )—‘49th 
Parallel’ (Col) (2d wk). Still click- 
ing and looks good for fine $6,500, 
after juicy $8,000 last week. 

‘Capitol (CT) (2,700; 30-45-62)— 
‘One Foot Heaven’ (WB) and ‘Unex- 
pected Uncle’ (WB). Pointing to 





average $6,000. Last week, ‘Pulham’ 
(M-G) and ‘Weekend Three’ (RKO), 
$6,000, good. 


Loew’s (CT) (2,800: 35-53-67)— 
‘Sergeant York’ (WB) (2d wk). Pac- 
ing for nice $7,500, after fine $9,960 
last week. 

Princess 


(CT) (2,300; 30-40-53)— 


‘Wake Up Screaming’ (Par) and 
‘Marry Boss’ (Par). Another good 
$4,000 in sight. Last week, ‘Paris 


Calling’ (U) and ‘Get Personal’ (U), 
good $4,000. 

Orpheum (Ind) (1,100; 30-40-60)— 
‘Volga, Volga’ (GN) and ‘Miss Polly’ 
(UA). May gross good $4,000. Sixth 
repeat ‘Corsican Bros.’ (UA) last 
week garnered fair $2,500. 

St. Denis (France-Film) (2,500; 3 
40)—‘Prete-Moi Ta Femme’ an 
‘Dame aux Camelias.’ Fine $4,500. 
Last week, ‘Cas de Conscience’ and 
‘Avec le Sourire,’ fair $3,500. 


DENVER STORM CAN'T 
STOP ‘LAUGHING’ $11,700 


Denver, Feb. 10. 
Heavy snowstorm Sunday (8) 
clipped most grosses, with least dam- 
age done to the Orpheum, where 
‘Look Who's Laughing’ and ‘Kath- 
leen’ are headed for top gross of 
town. 








Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 25-40)— 
‘Corsican Bros.’ (UA), after week at 
Denver. Good $4,000. Last week, 
‘Remember Day’ (20th), after week 
at Denver, ditto. 

Broadway (Fox) (1,040; 25-35-40) 
—‘Chocolate Soldier’ (M-G) and ‘De- 
sign Scandal’ (M-G), after week at 
Orpheum. Good $3,000. Last week, 
‘Ball Fire’ (RKO) and ‘Obliging 
Young Lady’ (RKO), ‘after two 
weeks at Orpheum, good $3,000. 


Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 25-35- 
40)—‘Bahama Passage’ (Par) (2d 
wk.). Fair $5,000. Last week, nice 
$10,000. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525; 25-35-40)— 
‘Belong to Me’ (Col) and ‘Men in 
Life’ (Col). Nice $10,000. Last week, 


‘Corsican’ (UA) 
lege’ (Col), ditto. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) 
—‘Look Who’s Laughing’ (RKO) and 
‘Kathleen’ (M-G). Nifty $11,700. 
Last week, ‘Chocolate Soldier’ 
(M-G) and ‘Design Scandal’ (M-G), 
good $10,000. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 25-40)— 
‘Paris Calling’ (U) and ‘Steel Against 
Sky’ (WB). Alright at $6,500. Last 
week, ‘Wolf Man’ (U) and ‘Hayfoot’ 
i (UA), good $6,000. 
| Rialte (Fox) (878; 25-40)—‘Re- 
|member Day’ (20th), after week at 
leach Denver and Aladdin, and ‘Six 
|}Gun Gold’ (RKO). Neat $2,000. Last 
| week, ‘Hellzapoppin’ (U), after a 
| week at each Denver and Aladdin, 
| and ‘Man Headquarters’ (Mono), 
| ditto. 


} 


and ‘Blondie Col- 





‘Valley’, $7,000, Mopping 








Up in 11-Day Lincoln Run 
Lincoln, Neb., Feb. 10. 

Four extra days are going to ‘How 

Green Was My Valley,’ and two new- 

|comers, ‘Ball of Fire’ and ‘Hellz- 

|apoppin,’ are both doing a money 


drag. General tone of biz is better 
this week. 
Estimates for This Week 

Colonial (Monroe-Noble-Federer) 
(750; 10-15-20 )—‘Knockout’ (WB) and 
i‘Land Open Range’, (RKO), split 
with ‘Shot Dark’ (WB) and ‘Royal 
Mounted’ (Col). Average, $800. Last 
week, ‘Citadel Crime’ (Rep) and 
‘Mysterious Rider’ (Par), split with 
‘Strange Alibi’ (WB) and ‘Forbidden 
Trails’ (Mono), around $800. 

Lincoln (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1,- 
508: 10-30-44)—‘How Green Valley’ 
(20th). Runs through tomorrow 
(11), which makes llth day, and a 
cinch for super $7,000 on stretch. 
‘Louisiana Purchase’ was 11 days 
ahead of it for swell $8,100. 

Nebraska (JHC-Par) (1,236; 10-20- 
28)—‘Gentleman at Heart’ (20th) 
and ‘No Hands Clock’ (Par). Slow 
$1,400. Last week, ‘Buy Town’ (Par) 
and ‘Bride C. O. D.’ (WB), so-so 
$1,500. 

State (Noble-Federer) (986; 10-20- 
28)—‘Obliging Young Lady’ (RKO) 
and ‘Meet Again’ (RKO), split with 
| ‘Steel Against Sky’ (WB) and ‘Stork 








Pays Off’ (Col). Ten days altogether; 
$2,000, ns.g. Last week, ‘Blondie 
Goes College’ (Col) and ‘Date Fal- 
con’ (RKO), five days, $1,000, fair. 
Stuart (JHC-Par) (1,884: 10-30-44) 
—‘Hellzapoppin’ (U). Doing very 
nicely; $4,000 in prospect. Last week, 
‘Tarzan’s Treasure’ (M-G), went only 
six days to $2,900, which is a lot of 
kid dimes but not much total money. 
: Varsity (N-F) (1,100: 10-30-44)— 
Ball of Fire’ (RKO). Ramming hard 
at $4,000, which is something in this 
small seater. Last week, ‘Playmates’ 
(RKO), $3,100, good. : 


‘Bahama’ Good $10,000, 
‘Dinner’, 836, in Omaha 


Omaha;. Feb. 10. 
Bahama Passage’ and ‘You're in 
Army Now’ leading town at the 
Orpheum. ‘Man Who Came to Din- 
ner,’ Single-featured at the Omaha 
with prices upped to 55c. at night, 
isn't getting auspicious play. 
Estimates for This Week 
Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000) — 
‘Bahama Passage’ (Par) and ‘In 
Army Now’ (WB). Good $10.000. 
Last week, ‘Remember. Dav’ (20th) 








and ‘Body Disappears’ (WB), fai 
$9,100. ore ‘eee 

Omaha (Tristates) (2.000: 11-40- 
55 )—*Man to Dinner’ (WB). Fair 
$8.500. Last week, ‘Johnny Eager’ 


(M-G) and ‘Pacific Blackout’ (Par). 
very good $10,000. 


Brandeis ‘Mort Singer) (1.500: 10- 
25-35-40)—Through Night’ (WB) 
and ‘Week End Three’ (RKO). Good 
$4.500. Last week, ‘Died Boots On’ 
(WB), fine $4,100. 

Paramount (Tristates) 
30-44) — ‘Remember Day’ (20th). 
moveover from Paramount. and 
‘Target Tonight’ (WB) first-run. 
Healthy $8.000. Last week, ‘Hellza- 
poppin’ (U), moveover, and ‘Glamor 


(3,000: 10- 


Bow’ (Par), first-run, pretty good 
$7.200. . 

State (Goldberg) (900: 25-35)— 
‘Shadow Thin Man’ (M-G) and 


‘Three Girls’ (Col). split with ‘All 
Money Buy’ (RKO), ‘Two Latins 
Manhattan’ (Col) and ‘Niagara Falls’ 
(UA). Fair $8,900. Last week, 
‘Skylark’ (Par) and ‘Look Laughing’ 
(RKO), split with ‘Our Wives’ (Col). 
‘Unexpected Uncle’ (RKO) = and 
‘Cockeyed Sailors’ (UA). ditto. 


Town (Goldberg) (1,500: 10-20-25) 
—‘Sierra Sue’ (Ren), ‘Public Ene- 
mies’ (Rev) and ‘Look Laucrhing’ 
(RKO), trinvle split with ‘King 
Dodge City’ (Col). ‘Doctors Don’t 
Tell’ (Ren) and ‘Texas’ (Col), and 
‘Sun Vallev Serenade’ (20th) and 
‘Lydia’ (UA). Good $1,100. Tast 
week, ‘Outlaws of Desert’ (Par), 
‘Lady Scarface’ (RKO) and ‘Coun- 
try Gentleman’ (Rep), triple split 
with ‘Billy Kid’s Roundup’ (Cap), 


‘Navy Blue’ (M-G) and ‘Texas Man- 


hunt’ (Cap), and ‘Susnicion’ (RKO) 
and ‘Pastor Hal.’ (UA), average 
$1,000. 


Hollywood, Feb. 10. 

Dick Powell, back from a long 
stage tour, signed for the top male 
role in ‘Happy Go Lucky’ at Para- 
mount, 

Picture rolls early in March, based 
on a screenplay by Norman Panama 
and Melvin Frank. 


‘Ball of Fire’ Burns 


Los Angeles, Feb. 10. 

Betty Rowland, burlesque dancer 
billed as ‘The Ball of Fire,” asks $58,- 
500 damages from Samuel Goldwyn 
in a suit involving the picture of 
that name 

Plaintiff charges that she was hired 
last year as technical advisor on the 
film, then titled ‘The Professor and 
the Burlesque Queen,’ and that she 
was never paid, although Goldwyn 
made use of her information about 





|dancing technique. 


Purchase, $24,000, 





‘Hellz’ Popping Good 
$16,500 in Spotty St. L. 


St. Louis, Feb. 10. 

Prospects for good biz currently 
are spotty, with a race for leader- 
ship between the 5,.000-seat Fox in 
midtown and Loew’s in downtown 
sector. 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s (Loew) (3,172; 30-40-44)— 
‘H. M. Pulham’ (M-G) and ‘North’ 
(M-G). Biz acclerated after slow 
opening and should touch $16,000, 
good. Last week, ‘“Two- Faced 
Woman’ (M-G) and ‘Sing Supper’ 
(Col), $14,000, disappointing. 

Ambassador (F&M) (3,000; 30-40- 
50)—‘Skylark’ (Par) and ‘Week End 
Three’ (RKO). No more than $9,500, 


fair. Last week, ‘Man to Dinner’ 
(WB), $12,200, geod. 

Fox (F&M) (5,000; 30-40-50)— 
‘Hellzapoppin’ (U) and ‘Treat "Em 
Rough’ (U). Good $16,500 in sight. 
Last week, ‘Son Fury’ (20th) and 


ne Heart’ (20th), swell $19,- 
00. 

Missouri (F&M) (30-40-50)-—‘Son 
Fury’ (20th) and ‘Playmates’ (RKO). 
Neat $6,009. Last week, ‘Playmates’ 
(RKO) and ‘All Money Buy’ (RKO), 
$5,500. 

St. Louis (F&M) (4,000; 30-40)— 
‘North Klondike’ (U) and ‘Sierra 
Sue’ (Rep). Fair $3.500. Last week, 
‘Maltese Falcon’ (WB) and ‘Green 
Was Valley’ (20th), good $4,000. 


‘DINNER’, $13,500, HEFTY 
IN STORM-HIT PROV. 


Providence, Feb. 10. 

Strand’s ‘Louisiana Purchase,’ Ma- 
jestic’s ‘The Man Who Came to Din- 
ner,’ and Loew’s State’s ‘The Bugle 
Sounds’ are all on the sunnyside and 
only a heavy snowfall at the start 
of the week is keeping them from 
going higher. 

Estimates for This Week 








Albee (RKO) (2,200; 28-39-50)— 
| ‘Ball Fire’ (RKO) and ‘Date Falcon’ 
| (RKO) (6th wk). Slowed consider- 
ably, but still slated for fair $5,500. 
Knocked off fine $7,400 in fifth 
stanza. 

Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 28-39- 
50)—‘Johnny Eager’ (M-G) and 
‘Cadets On Parade’: (Col) (2nd run), 
Holding steady pace for good - $3,- 
000. Last week, ‘Two-Faced Woman’ 


(M-G) and ‘Boston Blackie’ (Col) 
(2nd run), nice $3,000. 
Fay’s (Indie) (1,400; 28-39-50)— 


‘Right to Heart’ (20th) and vaude. 
Lively bill this week is holding on 


for promising $6,800. Last week, 
‘Last Duanes’ (20th) and _ vaude, 
nifty $7,000. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 28-39-50)— 


‘Man to Dinner’ (WB) and ‘Steel 
Against Sky’ (20th), Among peppier 
bills and standing them for zowie 


$13,500. Last week, ‘In Army Now’ 


(WB), neat $10,000. 

Metropolitan (Indie) (3,200; 44- 
55-65)—Claude Thornhill orch and 
‘Double Trouble’ (Col). Stcrm hurt 


this one plenty and landed only $5,- 
500, poor, on three days. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 28-39-50)— 
‘Bugle Sounds’ (M-G) and ‘Kildare’s 
Victory’ (M-G). Nice $13,000. Last 
week, ‘Johnny Eager’ (M-G) and 
‘Cadets On Parade’ (Col), solid $15,- 
000. 

Strand (Indie) (2,000: 28-39-50)— 
‘Louisiana Purchase’ (Par). Finally 
giving spot something to smile about, 
with zowie $13,000 on the way in. 
Last week, ‘Sullivan’s Travels’ (Par) 





and ‘Call For Queen’ (Col), nice 
$8,000. 





Det. Unemployed Go For Okay Pix: 
‘Boots’ $20,000, ‘Remember’ 196, Nifty 





Detroit, Feb. 10. 

With four of the five first-runs 
offering fresh product this week, biz 
generally will hit well above aver- 
age. Product is good, but it still 
doesn’t account for the phenomenon 
of Detroit, with its hundreds of thou- 
sands of auto workers laid off during 
the conversion of their plants into 
arsenals, continuing to hit a high 
level. 

Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Balaban) 1,700; 40-55-65 )— 
‘Green Valley’ (20th) (5th wk) and 
‘Melody Lane’ (U) (2d wk). Pair 
holding up nicely, with nice $7,000 to 
add onto last week’s $9,000. 

Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 40-55- 
65)—‘Remember Day’ (20th) 
‘Bombay Clipper’ (U). Strong 





000. Last week, ‘Paris Calling’ (U) 
and ‘Bedtime Story’ (Col), trim 
$18,000. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
40-55-65)—‘Died With Boots’ (WB) 
and ‘Mexican Spitfire’ (RKO). Big 
$20,000. Last week, ‘Design Scandal’ 
(M-G) and Jimmy Dorsey band, 
smash $3,500. 

Palms-State (United Detroit) 
(3,000; 40-55-65 )—‘Among the Living’ 
(Par) and ‘Smiling Ghost’ (WB). 
Okay $9,000. Last week, ‘Little 
Foxes’ (RKO) and ‘Army Now’ (WB) 
(2d wk), choice $10,000. 

United Artists (United Detroit) 
(2,000; 40-55-65)—‘H. M. Puiham’ 
(M-G) and ‘North’ (M-G). Big $11,- 
500. Last week, ‘Two-Faced Woman’ 


and | (M-G) and ‘Kildare’s Victory’ (M-G) 
$19,- | (2d 


wk), fair $7,500. 


(WB) and ‘Wild Bill Hickok Rides’ | 


Pacing Boston: 


Choc. Seldier’ Nice 306 In 2 Spots 


Boston, Feb. 10. 
_**Louisiana Purchase,’ at the Met, 
is pacing Eddy Uuchin, on stage at 


RKO-Boston, backed up by ‘Two 
Latins from Manhattan’ on the 
screen. Bad weather cut into 


Thursday and Friday biz here. 
Estimates for This Week 


Boston (RKO) (3,200; 30-44-55-65) 
—‘Two Latins’ (Col) with Eddy Due 
chin band. Pointing to $20,000, good. 
Last week, ‘All Money Can Buy’ 
(RKO) and stage show topped by 
Ray Kinney ork, $18,000. 


Fenway (M&P) (1,373; 30-40-44-55) 
—Son Fury’ (20th) and ‘Right to 
Heart’ (20th). Continued from Met. 
and aiming at $6,000, good. Last 
week, ‘Kathleen’ (M-G) and ‘Kil- 
dare’s Victory’ (M-G), $6,000, dandy, 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2.900; 30- 
40-44-55)—‘Ball Fire’ (RKO) and 
‘Obliging -Lady’ (RKO) (6th wk), 
Will get around $14,000, very good. 
Fifth stanza brought $15,500. 


Metropolitan (M&P) (4,367; 30-40- 
44-55)—‘Louisiana Purchase’ (Par) 
and ‘Pacific Blackout’ (Par). Dual, 
will tally around $24,000, fine. Booked 
in for two frames. Last week, ‘Son 
Fury’ (20th) and ‘Right Heart’ 
(20th), $20,000. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 30-40-44- 
55)—‘Chocolate Soldier’ (M-G) and 
‘Tarzan’s Secret Treasure’ (M-G). 
Heading for $17,500, satisfactory. Last 
week, ‘Corsican Brothers’ (UA) and 
‘Blondie College’ (Col), $19,200, very 
good. 

Paramount (M&P) 1,800; 30-40-44- 
55)—‘Son Fury’ (20th) and ‘Right 


Heart’ (20th), continued from Met. 
Flirting with $11,000, good. Last 
week, ‘Kathleen’ (M-G) and ‘Kil- 


dare’s Victory’ (M-G), $12,200, very 
good. 

State (Loew) (3,600; 30-40-44-55 )— 
‘Chocolate Soldier (M-G) and ‘Tar- 
zan’s Secret’ (M-G. Indicates $12,500. 
Last week, ‘Corsican Brothers’ (UA) 
and ‘Blondie College’ (Col), $15,000 
excellent. 

Translux (Translux) 17-35- 
44)—Tragedy Midnight’ (Rep) and 
| “T'nree Cockeyed Sailors’ (UA). Hit- 
| ting $4,000, good. Last week, ‘Hono- 
|lulu Lu’ (Col) and ‘Borrowed Hero’ 
| (Mono), $3,300, so-so. 


MARTHA RAYE BOOSTS 
‘SING TO $18,000, BALTO 


Baltimore, Feb. 10. 

Socko biz is being registered by 
Martha Raye in p.a. at the combo 
Hipp, which has film accompaniment 
of ‘Sing Your Worries Away.’ Good 
action also being reported for ‘All 
Through the Night,’ at Stanley. Rest 
of town solid. 


(900; 











Estimates for This Week 
Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 17. 
28-44)—‘Joe Smith’ (M-G). Steady 


going to possible $12,000, Last week, 
second of ‘Johnny Eager’ (M-G), 
| added nice $9,900 to healthy opening 
round at $15,400. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,240; 
17-25-28-39-44-55-66)—‘Sing Worries 


Away’ (RKO) plus Martha Raye. 
Biggest take in weeks at $18,000. 


Extra shows daily with six on Satur- 
day helping to swell total. Last 
week, ‘Call Out Marines’ (RKO) plus 
vaude, good $15,700. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,406; 17- 
28-33-39-44)—‘Hellzapoppin’ (U) (2d 
wk). Still going strong with possible 
$10,000, after mopping up $13,000 on 
strong exploitation of initial sesh. 

Mayfair (Hicks) (980; 20-40)— 
‘Night Jan. 16’ (Par). Catching on 
nicely at indicated $4,000. Last week, 
‘Glamour Boy’ (Par), fair $2,600. 





New (Mechanic) (1,581: 17-28-35- 
|44)—‘Remember Day’ (20th) (2d 
| wk). Holding strong pace for $5,500, 


| after 
heat 

Roslyn (Levin) (800; 17-25-40-55)— 
‘Sgt. York’ (WB) (4th wk). Still go- 
ing well in this moveover. On 
strength of nocturnal trade, should 
add okay $3,500 to pleasing total of 


clicking nice $7,700 on first 


$13,600 for previous three weeks 
| here. 
Stanley (WB) (3,280; 17-28-40-55) 


—All Through Night’ (WB). Looks 
like $13,000, fine and an almost sure 
h.o. Last week, third of ‘Man to 
Dinner’ (WB), added $8,100 to previ- 
ous total of $26,600 for brace played. 

Times (Baker) (740; 17-28-39)— 
‘Blue, White, Perfect’ (20th). Mild 
$1,700. ast week, ‘Hitler, Beast 
Berlin’ (Indie), n.g. $1,300. 





Meet at ‘Crossroads’ 





Hollywood, Feb. 10. 

Hedy Lamarr and William Powell 
|\team as co-stars for the first time at 
Metro in ‘Crossroads,’ a light drama 
with touches of comedy. 

Jack Conway directs, starting 
| Monday (16) with Edwin Knopf pre 
| ducing. 
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Wisc.-Mich. Indie Theatre Assn 
Negotiating $1,000,000 Insurance 


Madison, Wis., Feb. 10. 
Independent theatre cperators are 
in a huddle here today (Tuesday) 
with Insurance Commission Marvin 
Duel in an effort to obtain official 
sanction for a blanket $1,000,000 pub- 


lic liability insurance policy cover-, 


ing all organized houses. 

Will Ainsworth, of Fond du Lac, 
president of the Independent Theatre 
Protective association of Wisconsin 
and Upper Michigan; Harry Perle- 
witz, of Milwaukee, business man- 
ager of the organization; Ben Mar- 
cus of Ripon, and D, S. McKinnon, 
of Milwaukee, fire insurance rate ex- 
pert, are representing the indies in 
what they assert is one of the most 
far reaching jobs they have yet 
tackled. 

Under a group insurance plan, al- 
ready worked out with one of the 
major companies, and only waiting 
the state’s O.K. before being put into 
effect, it is figured the theatre ops 
would make a saving of at least half 
on what they are now paying for lia- 
bility insurance. 

Premium to be paid in a lump sum 
through the state organization would 

. be collected from the various thea- 
tre owners on a pro rata basis, 
gauged upon the seating capacity of 
the houses each operates. 

While the great majority of indie 
operators in the state are now mem- 
bers of the state association, it is 
figured that if the million dollar 
blanket insurance policy can be put 
over it will boost membership to a 
full 100% of Wisconsin exhibitors as 
their premium savings will not only 
pay all organization fees and assess- 
ments, but will give them a hand- 
some profit besides. 


METRO-NSA DEAL MAY 








MacArthur’s Stand Helps 
Custer Bally in Detroit 


Detroit, Feb. 10. 

Putting the accent not on history 
but on current events, the Michigan 
theatre socked over ‘They Died With 
Their Boots On’ by tagging it as “The 
MacArthur of Michigan. It Wasn’t 
a Fair Fight Unless the Odds Were 
100 to 1 Against Him.’ 

The picture was a natural for that 
kind of exploitation even if it meant 
telescoping time from the Civil War 
period to the current war. General 
George Custer, hero of ‘Boots,’ was a 
Monroe, Mich. (nearby), youth, and 
his family continued to live there 
after the Little Big Horn massacre. 
On top of that, the Michigan 7th In- 
fantry, which Custer led, is frequent- 
ly mentioned in the picture, which 
also was yanked out for emphasis. 
The results of making a double- 
header of yesterday’s and today’s 
heroism was that the picture was put 
across for a $20,000 figure. 


GOLDENSON, NETTER TO 
ATTEND W-K MEETING 


Annual stockholders and directors 
meeting of North Carolina Theatres, 
Inc., Wilby-Kincey-Paramount cir- 
cuit, will be held tomorrew (Thurs.) 
in Charlotte, with Leonard H. Gold- 
enson and Leon Netter from the Par 
h.o. attending. 

Goldenson left N. Y. over the 
weekend to cover numerous North 
Carolina towns before checking into 
Charlotte, while Netter pulls out to- 
day (Wed.). 

Goldenson and Netter will go to 
Miami together for conferences with 
S. A. Lynch and associates, then go 














PRELUDE TRAILERS, T00 | 


Deal between Metro and National 
Screen Accessories for handling by 
latter of M-G accessories has re- 
portedly been set, becoming effec- 
tive around March 1. 

Obstacle to a deal for many years 





to Atlanta for huddles with partners 

there. Netter goes on to Birming- 

ham and will make other towns in| 
which Par operates before returning 

to the h.o. 

Eddie Hyman, assistant to Sam 
Dembow, Jr., who from the Par h.o. 
acts as executive contact with Par 
partners in the northern states and 
far west, left Saturday (7) for Salt 





has been fact that M-G continued 
making its own trailers. Shift in 
trailer production from M-G to Na- 
tional Screen Service may be in- 
volved, though Metro currently con- 
tinues to make its own trailers. 

Understanding is that accessory 
deal between NSA and Metro is 
under contract similar to those with 
RKO and Paramount, said to be for 
five years. 


Col.’s B’way Preem Of 
Anglo-Canadian Pic 








‘The Invaders,’ made partly in 
England and partly in Canada, will 
be world-preemed at the Capitol, 
N. Y., Feb. 26. Columbia, which is 
distributing the feature, is planning 
a big hoopla debut. Film was orig- 
inally titled ‘49th Parallel.’ 

Film stars Laurence Olivier, Les- 
lie Howard and Raymond Massey. 
They are in portions lensed in Eng- 


land. Canadian parts were shot on | 


a 50,000-mile location tour. 





Cut Theatre Taxes 
Philadelphia, Feb. 10. 


Several large film houses received | 


slashes in their assessments by the 
Board of Revision of Taxes recently. 

Among them were the Mastbaum, 
Stanley-Warner house closed for 
more than five years, from $1,266,200 
to $1,239,000; Erlanger, formerly le- 
git. now under lease to William 
Goldman for a filmer, from $605,700 
to $567,000; and the S-W Stanley, 
from $685,000 to $677,000. 


‘HELLZA’ PRIZES 
Prizes of $100 and two wrist 
watches will be awarded to the RKO 
theatre managers, in New York and 
out-of-town, who put on campaigns 
for ‘Hellzapoppin’ resulting in the 
best business. ‘ 


Judges will be Jules Levey, pro- 
ducer of the picture; Lou Pollack, 
eastern publicity-advertising direc- 
tor for Universal; Edward Alperson, 
chief of RKO’s film buying-booking 
department and Harry Mandel, ad- 
vertising-publicity head of the RKO 
circuit. 





| 


| ferring 
| partners 
| territories. 


Lake City and Phoenix. He will be 
gone 10 days to two -weeks, con- 
with Par operators and 
in the Utah and Arizona 





Twin Harlem Preems 





With big Hollywood pictures 
getting preems in two or three 
houses in a town simultaneously, 
Toddy-Consolidated thought an 
equal debut was due their ‘Lucky 
Ghost,’ all-Negro production. 

So it had a two-ply opening 
yesterday (Tuesday) in New 
York—at the Victoria and the 
116th Street theatres, both in 
Harlem. 


War Activities’ Pub 
Division Meets With 
US. Treasury Aides 


War Activities ad-publicity divi- 
sion of the film business swung into 
action last week when the group 
headed by Monroe Greenthal con- 
ferred on Friday (6) with George 
Buffington, assistant to Henry 
Morgenthau, and Carlton Duffus, an- 
other U. S. Treasury official. Session 
was on additional plans to keep the 
war unity spirit alive in the U. S., 
with details of a comprehensive 
drive to publicize the sales of De- 
fense Bonds and Stamps mapped out. 
Ad-pubiicity division of the War 
Activities Committee of the industry 
was set up the middle of last month. 

Active working setup decided for 
the division was announced yester- 
day (Tuesday) by Greenthal. These 
groups will work on all War Ac- 
tivities matters: Out-of-town plant- 
ing, Oscar Doob, Harry Mandel, 
Rodney Bush; local planting, Al 
Wilkie, assisted by Joe Gould; 
in charge of all radio news. Mort 
Blumenstock; ad copy, slogans, Si 
Seadler; contact with Rockefeller 
Pan-American committee and Wil- 
liam Donovan’s division, Ken Clark, 
Charles R. Jones; art layouts, Ar- 
mando; direct mailing to out-of-town 
papers, S. Barret McCormick; re- 
lease dates of defense films and data 
on playdates, David Lipton. Green- 
thal will name out-of-town reps in 
40 key spots later this week. 


RCAF PILOTS IN N.Y. 
FOR ‘CAPTAINS’ DEBUT 


Group of 200 flyers of the Royal 
Canadian Air Force, including 33 
Americans, arrive in New York to- 
night (Wednesday) for a Lincoln’s 
Birthday celebration tied up by War- 
ner Bros. with the preem tomor- 
row (12) of its ‘Captains of the 
Clouds’ at the Strand. ‘Captains’ is 
about the training of Canadian fly- 




















F&M Takes Over 2 
More; Controls 30) 


St. Louis, Feb. 10. 
The Fanchon & Marco Service 
Corp. and the St. Louis Amusement 
Co. last week worked out a deal | 


|in a syndicate owning and operating 
| three indie flicker houses in St. Louis | 
}and a fourth in adjacent St. Louis 
| County, whereby two of the St. 


| Louis houses became a part of the 
St. Louis Amusement Co. chain. 
| This increases the number of nabes 
|owned by the Amusement Co. and 
| operated under contract by F&M 
ito 30. 


| with Bess Schulter, principal owner | CO” ] 
; cision drill squadron and a 100-piece 


ers. 

Among the Americans in the group 
is Phillips R. Holmes, former stage 
and screen player and son of Taylor 


| presentation of a flag to Mayor La- 


Guardia and an official dinner. ,Ac- 
companying the flyers will be a pre- 


band. 


? 
Hosses’ Comeback 
Milwaukee, Feb. 10. 
Harry MacDonald, manager of the 
Warner, just for a gag at the ‘Hellza- 





The houses taken over are the | Poppin’ opening Friday night (6) 


Avalon, one of the newer deluxe | advertised free passes to all who 
| nabes in South St. Louis and the! arrived via horse between 7 and 
Powhattan in the county. The Roxy | 7:39 and almost collapsed at the re- 
| and Columbia, in the city, will re-| suit, No one had any idea there 
| Main in the syndicate in which Mrs. | 


of stock. 


Idzal’s | Remember’ Twist 


Detroit, Feb. 10. 
writing essays, David Idzal, man- 


here, came up with a new twist by 
having the teachers do it. He ran 
off an essay contest for the school 
teachers in conjunction with the 
showing of ‘Remember the Day.’ 
Since the picture had a school- 
teacher and pupils, the contest called 
for the teachers to write essays on 
‘Why I Remember as My Out- 
Standing Pupil” On top of cash 
prizes with $100 as the top and a 
plentiful dishing out of oaklies, he 
also tossed a banquet for the win- 
ning contestants and their former 








aging director of the Fox theatre | 


| were that many horses left in the 
| Schulter still holds a healthy chunk | Milwaukee area. 


People arrived on 


| horseback, in racing carts, surreys, 
| sulkies, hacks, phaetons, buggies of 
| all sorts, junk wagons, milk wagons 
|} and every conceivable kind of horse 


drawn conveyance, even a_ taxi 


| pulled by a team. An entire lot in 
; ; the rear of the theatre had to be 
Instead of having the school kids| rented to park the array of horse- 
| flesh. 


‘Tire rationing era is here with 
a vengeance,’ commented Ore on- 
looker. 





NO WB H. 0. BALL THIS YEAR 


Because so many homeoffice em- 
ployees are active in war defense 
work, which takes their time several! 
nights per week, Warner Bros. an- 
nual dinner and ball will not be held 
this year. It was originally skedded 
for March 14. 

Numerous employees are Air Raid 
wardens, work taking them away 
from home sometimes five nights 





pupils at the Hotel Statler. 


weekly. 


| Holmes. Holmes joined the RCAF 
'a little more than a month ago. 
Group will attend ‘Clouds’ opening | 
after formalities, which include 


—— 


Fox-WC Loses 138 to Armed Forces, 
Makes 27 Changes in Managerial Staff 





Hollywood, Feb. 10. 

Charles P. Skouras, chief of Fox- 
West Coast, made 27 shifts in his 
managerial staff to fill the gaps left 
by the departure of young men 
called to the various armed services. 
Since the beginning of the war 138 
F-WC employees have moved into 
active duty with the Arm~, Navy and 
Marines. 
Outstanding shift was the forma- 
tion of a new North Beach area, in- 
cluding theatres in Ocean Park, 
Santa Monica and Venice, with Dick 
Smith as city manager under general 
supervision of Stan Meyer. Other 
managerial switches to be made this 
week in the Southern California dis- 
trict are: Earl D. Barry to Fairfax, 
W. C. Ricord to Belmont, Marty 
Schwartz to Ritz, Bill Rose to Car- 
mel, Gordon Hewitt to Larchmont, 
Dick Moss to Loma, Harry Wallace 
to Melrose, George Barber to West- 
ern, Russell Potter to Embassy, Dar- 
win Hertel to Ravenna, John Echols 
to Egyptian, Louis Silverstein to 
Beverly, W. L. McBreen to Stadium, 
Frank Martin to Carlton, all in Los 
Angeles; Ray Lindsay to California, 
San Diego: George Zischank to State, 
Pomona; Tom Muchmore to Studio, 
San Bernardino; Franklin Prince to 
California, Glendale; Homer Skillion 
to Strand, Pasadena; John E. Burns 
to Pasadena, Pasadena; William Scott 
to Valley, North Hollywood; Charles 
Mann to Park, Pasadena; R. C. Roth- 
erfelt to Redondo, Redondo; Les 
Whittemore to West Coast, San Ber- 
nardino, and Dave Martin to Fox, 
Pomona. x 





Kearsey Back to Dover 

Pittsburgh, Feb. 10. 
Gordon Kearsey, former assistant 
to John Walsh, manager of Fulton, 
has returned to his old post from 
Dover, O., where he was assigned to 
another Shea house for several 
months. With return to Kearsey, 
Elbert W. (Buck) Smith has been 
dispatched to Jamestown, N. Y., by 
Shea outfit. Smith had been assist- 
ing Walsh since Colonial, in Wheel- 
ing, W. V.a, which he managed, fold- 
ed recently. 

Hilda Alvin, head of M-G inspec- 
tion department, became a grand- 
mother last week. A baby girl was 
born to her daughter, Norma, a for- 
mer film inspectress herself. 

Arthur Greenblatt, PRC general 
sales manager, in town for a couple 
of days last week for conferences 
with Milt and Lew Lefton, local dis- 
tributors, following company’s sales 
meeting in New York. Greenblatt 
was on his way to itLtle Rock for 
similar regional confab. 


Blumenfeld’s 4th 
San Franciseo, Feb. 10. 


Joe and Abe Blumenfeld admit to 
an interest in the Tivoli theatre here. 
House, last occupied by a light opera 
company and dark currently, is un- 
der consideration as a downtown 
subsequent. If they take over, itll 
be the fourth Blumenfeld unit in the 
dewntown area. Already have the 
Esquire, Orpheum and 
ship with UA) the United Artists. 


R. & R.’s Takeover 
Killeen, Texas, Feb. 10. 


A deal has been completed be- 
tween Earl Massey, owner of the 
Texas theatre here, and Robb & 


Rowley-United circuit for purchase 
of the house. 

R&R- United contemplates con- 
struction of another house pending 
completion of an army camp here. 





Hartzog Back in Army 
Memphis, Feb. 10. 


Earle Hartzog, Vitagraph office 
duty in the Army. Booker for the 
Warner exchange here when he was 


had been released from service in 
the early fall and had returned to the 
branch as office manager. 

Pearl Harbor catapulted him back 
into uniform. He’s a technical ser- 
geant at Fort Oglethorpe. 





B’way, Regina, Reopens 
Regina, Sask., Feb. 10. 
Closed since 1932, the Broadway 


here will reopen late this month 
under management of its owner, 
Harry A. Bercovich.  Bercovich, 


manage: of the Rex, Regina, for the 
past 23 years, has severed his con- 
nections with that house. Rex is 
now managed by its owner, Jack 


Red’s Collegiate Sneak 


Hollywood, Feb. 10. 
Red Skelton, who came up the non- 
academic way from burlesque, is 
matriculating for a collegiate degree 
at Metro in ‘Mr. Co-ed.’ 
Irving Starr is producing the yarn 
with three writers—Kenneth Earl, 











Curtis Kenyon and M. M. Musselman. 


(in partner- | 


manager here, has returned to active | 


drafted nearly a year ago, Hartzog | 


Watson, veteran Regina projectionist, 

Broadway will be affiliated with 
Odeon, and Rex with Famous 
Players. 

Jack Cummings, projectionist, ig 
assistant manager of the Rex. 

Roxy, Saskatoon, redecorated. 

Lloyd Hoffos, projectionist at the 
Dreamlar.j, Rockglen, Sask. added 
to the staff of the Victory, Saskatoon, 
Francis Knops replaces. 

Leslie Howard scheduled for Cal- 
gary, Alta., April 28 or 29 during a 
Dominion-wide tour sponsored by 
the association of Kinsmen clubs. 


BAMBERGER STARTS 
NEW JOB NEXT MONDAY 


Leon J. Bamberger will take over 
his new duties as executive secretary 
of the United Motion Picture In. 
dustry simultaneously with resump- 
tion of UMPI meetings in New York 
next Monday (16). Huddles will con- 
tinue for purpose of working out 
formulas to solve industry's ills and 
relationships amicably. 

Extent of Bamberger’s duites is not 
fully certain yet, depending largely 
on the way the idea of industry 
peace and good will via cooperation 
of all groups works out. The post is 
expected to develop in scope as the 
organization itself develops. Tempo- 
rary national headquarters, over 
which Bamberger will preside, are 
being established at the Hotel Astor, 
ie A 

RKO, with the departure of Bam- 
berger, is disbanding the sales pro- 
motion department, which he headed. 
Work which it had handled is be- 
ing divided up among publicity, ad- 
vertising, print and negative and 
other departments. All of the em- 
ployees will be retained in new jobs. 
Bamberger was sales promotion 
manager for the past 10 years. He 
has been in the industry for more 
than 30 years, being associated with 
Paramount and Famous Players- 
Lasky prior to: RKO. 


Glenn Ford’s ‘Eden’ 
Preem in Quebec Mar. 7 


Glenn Ford goes to Quebec March 
7 to attend Canadian preem of Co- 
lumbia’s ‘Martin Eden,’ in which he 
plays title role. 

Most of the residents of the town 
of Glenn Ford, where pic player was 
born and from which he took his 
screen name, will be transported to 
nearby Quebec for the opening. 
Glenn Ford has no theatre of its own. 

















| Vancouver Snags a Preem 





[ Vancouver, Feb. 10. 
‘Captains of the Clouds,’ Warners’ 
| film about the RCAF, was originally 
| scheduled to have world premieres 
on Feb. 12 in just five cities—New 
York, Ottawa, London, Melbourne 
and Cairo—but Vancouver, through 
the efforts of the air-minded Trans- 
portation Bureau of the city’s board 
of trade, the Mayor’s office, and 
Famous Players Corp. managed to 
arrange for the opening of the pic- 
ture here too. 

It will be presented in a big cele- 
bration at the Orpheum but will 
|open on Feb. 13, instead of the 12th, 





since Friday is the theatre's regular 
opening day. 
The Transportation Bureau, FP, 


and manager Ivan Ackery of the Or- 
pheum are cooperating to arrange 
the ceremony. 





Ulterior Billing 


‘. Detroit, Feb. 10. 
There’s still plenty in a name. 
Having newly acquired the Chand- 
ler theatre here from the Mellon Cir- 
cuit, Edward Jacobson and A. A. 
Moss are hanging a new tag on the 
house. It has been renamed the 
Hardy—in honor of Andy Hardy. 
However, it did not take in just 
the factor of naming the house after 
one of the top draws in Hollywood. 
There was another good angle. The 
theatre is situated directly across the 
street from the big Harper theatre. 
‘Hardy’ comes ahead of ‘Harper’ in 
the alphabetical listings and now the 


renamed Chandler takes over & 
preferential spot in the classified 
theatre advertising in the news- 





papers, 
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WORLD PREMIERE Los Angeles, February 19th, Simultaneously at } 
Three Theatres—Loew’s State, Grauman’s Chinese and Carthay Circle 











In response to an unprecedented demand from exhibitors. United Artists 


announces the early release of Carole Lombard’s last picture. An exciting 
romantic comedy, keyed to an ever-mounting tempo of suspense. Jack 
Benny at his best in a surprisingly diflerent comic role. Here is a 
Lubitsch picture — brilliant in its acting ‘3 spectacular in its scope. 


— 


_Mhsander Torda presente | 
Carole LOMBARD * Suck BENNY 


mn ERNST LUBITSCELS comedy 


TO BE OR NOT TO BE 


with ROBERT STACK e FELIX BRESSART « LIONEL ATWILL 
STANLEY RIDGES - SIG RUMAN 


Produced and Directed by ERNST LUBITSCH 
Original story by Ernst Lubitsch and Melchior Lengyel 
Screenplay by Edwin Justus Mayer 
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MUSIC HALL, N. Y. 


Berry Bros. (3), Eleanor Tennis, 
Nicholas Daks, Robert Shanley, 
Wynn Murray, John Tieber’s Seals, 
Music Hall Glee Club, Rockettes, 
Erno Rapee House Orch; ‘Woman of 
the Year’ (M-G) reviewed in 
‘Variety,’ Jan. 14. 





Music Hall currently serves up a 
colorful, eye-filling stage extravan- 
ganza. 
Cole Porter tunes, highlighted by the 
brief, socko terping of the colored 
Berry Bros., backgrounded by mag- 
nificent sets and topped off by smart- 
ly-routined Rockettes in gorgeous 
costumes. 

John Tiebor’s three seals, in a 
Spanish hacienda courtyard back- 
ground, hang up considerable ap- 
plause, first with fin-to -fin balanc- 
ing and then tooting ‘Sweet Land of 
Liberty.’ 

Berry Bros. who clean up with 
their sizzling taps, splits and cane- 
manipulation, make their second ap- 
pearance on 50th street within the 
past couple of months, having re- 
cently played the Roxy. 


Leon Leonidoff has built his entire 
production around the tag ‘Words 
and Music,’ Cole Porter tune. Open- 
ing has Robert Shanley pleasantly 
baritoning ‘Still of the Night,’ fol- 
lowed by Eleanor Tennis and Nicho- 
las Daks in a neat adagio routine en- 
hanced by effective staging. Team 
works under floodlights on platform, 
reminiscent of a boxing ring, which is 
gradually raised. The ballet girls, 
dressed in green, orange and mauve, 
later emerge from the sides of the 
huge block. For the finale of this 
‘Design for Dancing’ number, adagio 
team works under lighting which 
ives a crystalball effect. Another 
eautiful set is one in which a group 
of phone booths is turned into a tre- 
mendous bar while Glee Club war- 
bles ‘Let’s Do It.’ Shanley and 
Wynn Murray couple up to vocal 
‘Everything’ in same number, Miss 
Murray later soloing with ‘I Get a 
Kick Out of You.’ 


Last of the production numbers is | 
also the best. The orchestra is 
raised on platform for spotting be- 
hind an open veranda facing a court- 
yard scene. Rockettes appear for 

recision conga and tap  hoofing. 

lose with familiar precision, 
straight stepping to big returns. 

House capacity Thursday night (5). 

Mori. 


ADAMS, NEWARK 





Newark, Feb. 6. 
Gene Krupa Orch (16), with Anita 
O’Day, Johnny Desmond, Roy 
Eldridge; Shea & Raymond, 
Catherine Westfield; ‘Zis Boom Bah’ 
(Rep). 





Gene Krupa’s band, with Roy 
Eldridge’s trumpet the standout, tops 
current bill, balance ef show being 
mild and uneven in quality. 

Orchestra starts off with sizzling 
*He’s That Drummer Man,’ followed 
with hot arrangement of ‘Thanks for 
the Boogie Ride’ and a fair version of 
‘Blues in the Night,’ Krupa being fea- 
tured on the drums in the first. 

Eldridge, colored trumpeter, han- 
dles a torrid brass and is particularly 
effective with ‘Let Me Off Uptown.’ 

Katherine Westfield’s marionets 
are cute, but act has little warmth or 
humor. Miss Westfield’s figures 
dance all over the stage, director 
guiding them from a darkened back- 
ground. Dolls include a Spanish 
male dance, a swing-mad clown and 
a duck on skates, latter singing. 

Shea and Raymond follow with 
fast terping enlivened with humor. 
Two men, one towering above the 
other, mimic Spanish dancers and 
do a swell burlesque on jitterbugs. 
Taller of the two gets laughs by 
donning female garb. 

Krupa’s band has two vocalists, 
Anita O’Day and Johnny Desmond, 
baritone. Gal sings ‘He’s 
Drummer Man’ and ‘Let Me Off Up- 
town,’ while Desmond vocals ‘This 
Love of Mine’ and ‘Keep ’Em Flying’ 
Although both singers are person- 
able voices are mediocre in quality. 

Jaff. 


STRAND, BROOKLYN 





McFarland Twins Orch (13) with 
Three Norton Sisters; Three Stooges, 
Sunny Rise, Del Rios (3); ‘Honoluiu 
Lw’ (Col). 





The Three Stooges are the main 
draw here this session, although the 
McFarland crew is fairly well-known 
now with younger crowd because of 
its recordings. Smooth-functioning 
band outfit, operated by twins Arthur 
and George McFarland at top speed, 
is a definite click here. 

Orchestra varies little from the 
combo that played the Rainbow 
Room nearly four years ago, still 
leaning heavily on the reed section 
for results, with the twins alternat- 
ing between song, clarinet and oc- 
casional vocals. Gordon Dewey, ace 
trumpet, is in the spotlight a lot. 
Outfit is bearing down on the swing 
for this date, prvoing it is as potent 
with this type of music as with the 

sweeter, more conservative tunes 


It’s spiced with melodious | 


such as ‘Concerto in B’ and ‘Shrine 
of St. Cecilia.’ 

Don Cornell, band’s guitarist, is the 
outstanding vocalist. His best is 
‘You Made Me Love You’ but he also 
joins in several other vocal combos. 
Band glee club is also topflight, in- 
cluding a number of okay balladists. 

Three Norton Sisters, heard as part 
of the twin quartet in ‘Cecilia,’ regis- 
ter again solidly with ‘Row That 
Rowboat,’ one of sisters being called 
| back for several vocal arrangements. 
Sunny Rice, whirlwind tapster who 
has been in niteries, is a worthy 
vaude single judging from her score 
here. While stressing eye-filling 
twirl routine, Miss Rice does neatly 
with her soft taps and Spanish tap 
opening. 

Del Rios, two men and an attrac- 
tive blonde, rolled up smash returns 
with their casually executed but in- 
tricate hand balancing and _ stands. 
Males wear summer tuxedos and 
femme is in evening garb for the dif- 


ficult feats. 

Mob went big for the Three 
Stooges here. Whacky clowns, now 
standard in screen comedies, have 
fresh material which goes across 
nicely. But the older eye-poking, 
head-conking and knockabout stuff 
continues to clean up. They finally 
bowed off though could have stayed 





longer. 
Biz good at first night show, Friday 
(6). Wear, 


EARLE, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Feb. 8. 

Bob Chester Orch with Betty 
Bradley, Gene Howard, Cy Baker, 
Mischa Auer, Joyce Hunter, Kay, 
Katya & Kay; ‘Paris Calling’ (U) 

Another swing aggregation which 
has been hitting the high spots via 
the jukes makes its in-person ap- 
pearance at the Earle for the edi- 
fication of the swing addicts. And 
every one is agreeably surprised. 
Chester’s boys make music, but 
good. All their arrangements lean 
toward the faster side, while the 
tunes selected are surefire. They 
should be, being taken from the hit 
parade ladder. 

Betty Bradley chants neatly 
‘Winter Weather’ and ‘Do It Again.’ 

The male singers are Gene Howard 
and Cy Baker. Howard took ‘Tis 
Autumn’ and ‘East of the Sun’ for 
his baritone encore, while Baker 
got off the bandstand for ‘Stardust.’ 
Both lads have plenty on the pipes. 

Mischa Auer and his pretty wife, 
Joyce Hunter, hold down next-to- 
closing and had the customers laugh- 
ing. Although not the riot he is in 
his screen appearances, with first- 
rate material, Auer, however, proves 
to be superior to the usual run of 
Hollywood act with a comic rendi- 
tion of ‘Prelude’ on the piano, hold- 
ing a pair of grapefruit. He sings a 
couple of numbers in imitation Rus- 
sian style. His gags, on the other 
hand, are strictly corn. Miss Hunter 
scores nicely with ‘Blues in the 
Night.’ 

Kay, Katya and Kay click with 
their now-familiar dance routines. 
The band rings the curtain down 
with the zingy ‘Maine to California,’ 
which has the ’gators stomping. 

House was packed Saturday after- 
noon. Shal. 





HIPP, BALTO 


Baltimore, Feb. 7. 





Martha Raye, Condos Bros. (2), 
The Ambassadorettes (3), Marty 
Bohn, The Philharmoniacs (4). Fe- 


lice Iula house orch (13); ‘Sing Your 
Worries Away’ (RKO). 


This layout is completely 
around Martha Raye. 
big from the tee-off, 

With house orch on stage and 





built 
Biz has been 





cee, pacing the works, opening niche 





|is filled by Ambassadorettes and 
| makes for a fast, snappy start. Trio 
That | of tumbling femmes ‘sell well in 


| mounting climax, with closing bit of 
| flashy tricks, while jumping through 
|}@ Swaying elastic is a bellringer for 
|} audible results. 

The Philharmoniacs (this 
|\two rather corny appellations for 
turns on this bill) are a quartet of 
harmonica players who manage 
| whack out some good music. Set 
|matters for Bohn, who delivers 
| smartly and smoothly. Caught here 
| previously in the better niteries, he 
has matured considerably and should 
be able to hold down more ambitious 
assignments with stronger material. 
Gags weli and gives out some funny 
impressions of Ted Lewis, Mayor La 
Guardia and an uncanny revival of 
the late Joe Penner, which he wisely 
handles. Comic bears watching. 

Condos Bros. next and sock with 
a brace of swift routines uncorking 
some highly legit tappery, winding 
up with a tricky and result-pulling 
challenge. Make a swell spot for 
Miss Raye, on to a rousing reception 
when caught end a solid beg-off at 
the conclusion of her stint. Laugh- 
getting, mugging and swift ad lib 
rounds out vocals of ‘Great Day, 
Manana,’ ‘Mr. Paganini’ and ‘5 
O’clock Whistle,’ all in the groove. 
Tops matters off with some brief 
hoofery which includes some nip- 
ups for strong audience appeal. 

Biz best here in weeks. 

Burm. 





Marty Bohn, breezy, show-wise em-| 


makes | 


STATE, N. Y. 


Earl Carroll’s ‘Vanities’ with Slate 
Bros. (3), Al Norman, Wiere Bros. 
(2). Buster Shaver & Olive & George, 
Zerby & Wiere, Danny Scholl, Anna 
Lee, Fay Carroll, Jean Devereaux, 
Charlene Kimberlin, Sammy Fidler 
as special conductor of Ruby Zwerl- 
ing’s pit orch; ‘Two-Faced Woman 
(M-G). 








The promise, if not the complete 
fulfillment, of a fulsome display of 
female cuticle is evidently still potent 
theatre boxoffice. This the Earl 
Carroll unit is proving substantially 
at Loew’s State. which has run the 
gamut, from Texas Guinan to N.T.G., 
of shows of this type. On those oc- 
casions it has never been able to add 
anything but a feature picture to 
disassociate its entertainment from 
the same formula as at the burley 
Gaiety across the street. 

This week the feature is the racey 
‘Two-Faced Woman’ and the censors 
evidently left enough to dissuade 
mothers from grabbing their kids by 
the hand and rushing the boxoffice. 
Once Loew’s coupled a kid film with 
a Tex Guinan unit, but the current 
stage-film combination shouldn't al- 
low for a disparity of audience con- 
tent and tastes. Thus the indigo of 
the film complements the indigo of 
the unit, and there’ll be no squawks. 


But that burlesque formula and the 
carelessness in and about the stage 
presentation are other considerations. 
As the show is routined, the specialty 
acts look more like fillers between 
the dame displays. That’s burlesque 
even if Carroll’s name is important 
in the billing. As for the costumes, 
and some of the scenery, too, the 
wear and tear of six months of 
trouping are too obvious. This goes 
especially for the costumes in the 
opening parade of the showgirls, the 
decolletage looking drab and faded. 

Most of the talent Carroll has 
spaced between the showgirls and 
chorines is good, even if the three 
Slate brothers seem to be taking it 
as a personal affront when the audi- 
ence doesn® laugh at their oldies. 
They’re indulging in asides to one 
another when an omelet drops, which 
makes it all the tougher for their 
subsequent joemillers. 


They appear to be the _ unit’s 
comedy foundation, but the standout 
is the act of Buster Shaver and toy- 
sized Olive and George Brasnow, 
particularly the cute midgets. They 
wham at every dance appearance 
and little Olive cinches it with her 
song takeoff in miniature of Carmen 
Miranda. Even after all these years, 
it’s still startling to see so much 
talent emerge from someone _ so 
small, 

Also on the unit’s credit side is the 
eccentric dancing of Al Norman, who 
works in two separate spots. His 
comedy softshoe is slotted into an 
‘awkward squad’ routine by the 
Slates; later Norman delivers a 
humorous delineation of the conga. 
When with the Slates. or stooging 
around, however, Norman also ap- 
pears to get careless on showman- 
ship. That’s most noticeable in the 
soldier drill bit, which all four boys 
muff for most of the comedy value 
natural in such material nowadays. 

The Wiere Brothers, now cut to 
two because of illness of the third 
and possibly funniest boy, are held 
for what approximates next-to-clos- 
ing. They’re now relying chiefly on 
the comedy fiddling bit, with little 
George Brasnow lending some 
capable if brief support. The per- 
sonable Wieres get over, but not as 
strong as when a trio and when their 
wonderful timing was more apparent. 











| Other specialties are the fair acro- | 


|batic ballroom team of Zerby and 
| Wiere, latter a sister of the brothers, 
who suffer in comparison with the 
ballroomology of the midgets; Fay 
Carroll, who sings a couple of songs 
| nicely; Danny Scholl, combination 
| Singer-m.c., whose song interludes 
jare also very remindful of those 
| burlesque house tenors who space 
the tableaux, and Jean Devereaux, 
| rapid-twirling ballerina who gets over 
despite an over-ambitious introduc- 
tion. Another specialist is Anna Lee, 
who evidently didn’t complete her 
|Gancing lessons. She’s a contortion- 
istic high -kicker, but only got lessons 
for the right leg. 

| Slates reprise a couple of bits for 


i Carroll that they once did in N.T.G. 


units. One is the firing squad bit, 

with the femme victim exposing a 
near-nude figure at the trigger-pull- 
|ing moment. The second has 
| Charlene Kimberlin as a newly-made 
widow violently shaking her torso to 
‘St. James Infirmary.’ The punches 
of both routines are now too 
familiar. 

Carroll has a bevy of goodlooking 
girls, adorned in well-ventilated cos- 
tumes, but there’s little actual nudity. 
There’s also little actual ensemble 
dancing, and what there is is quite 
| bad. Scho, 


ORIENTAL, CHI 


Chicago, Feb. 7. 
Juggling Jewels (5), Pritchard & 
Lord, Bob Evans, Joe & Jane 
McKenna, Dick Powell; ‘Lady for a 
Night’ (Rep). 








This is a standard five-act vaude 
lineup topped by Dick Powell’s 
name. It’s a winner all the way. 
There’s no question about Powell’s 





ability to sell himself from any stage. 
Thus is it possible to envisage a@ re- 
turn of m.c. idols as they existed 10 
and 15 years ago. Powell demon- 
strates what a theatre can do to 
make its vaude a strong entertain- 
ment and boxoffice anchor. This 
audience drooled over him, and de- 
servedly so. For Powell turned on 
plenty of personality power, 
whammed home hard with a series 
of tunes that he started on the road 
to fame, clowned easily and show- 
manship-wise with the customers 
and finished by killing ‘em off with 
some sax and trumpet work. 

All known and established support. 
Each act clicked niftily. Five Jug- 
gling Jewels are flashy as ever, 
Pritchard and Lord go over easily on 
their various tap and _ ballroom 
routines, Bob Evans is a winner with 
his ventriloquial turn and Joe and 
Jane McKenna rocked the audience 
with their knockabout ballet hoofing. 

Business excellent at the _ first 
show Saturday (7). Gold 


GOLDEN GATE, S. F. 


San Francisco, Feb. 4. 

Ames & Arno, The O’Connors (3), 
Reddingtons (3), Starnes & Anavan, 
Leon Cethas, Peggy O’Neill Line 
(12), Charles Kaley House Orch 
(13); ‘Suspicion’ (RKO). 

Gate has a hoofer’s holiday this 
stretch. Following house line’s 
routine chore, Leon Cethas opens. 
Half-pint colored stepper puts a 
riveting machine to shame, machine- 








is new here. In contrast to most 


Harlem hoppers, Cethas is solemn 
but lands easily. 
Reddingtons, trampoline act, 


deuces. What appear to be mother 
and daughter lead off, parent work- 
ing a mike and inviting audience to 
come up and try the springs. Three 
volunteered at show caught, at least 
one being obviously a stooge. Legit 
neophytes okay for laughs when 
they find it isn’t as easy as it looks. 
Audience plant gradually works into 
some nifty falls, landing solidly. Trio 
had to beg off. , 

Band then breaks in with a jive 
showcasing of ‘Blue Skies.’ Trick 
lighting, solo bits and showmanship 
generated by the boys pulled spon- 
taneous applause en route, which is 
nice going for a filler. 

O’Connor family then picks up. 
John, eldest, on first, introducing the 
kid brother, Don, who later brings 
on their moppet sister, Patsy, late of 
‘Panama Hattie.’ Kids are on and 
off all over the place, with each tak- 
ing a crack at songs, dances and 
funny sayings. They're troupers and 
sell their stuff all the way. Could 
have stayed twice as long. As it was, 
had a hard time getting away so the 
show could continue. 

Ames and Arno, comedy dance 
team, follow with okay knockabout. 
Have been seen here before but ap- 
parently are using considerable new 
material with nifty result. Pair pull 
a flock of laughs and landed solidly. 


and Anavan, combo acrobatic dance 
and hand-to-hand team dressed up 
in ballet trimmings. Gal is well 
built and act makes a satisfactory 
flash. 

Biz big at opening day 
show. 


supper 
Wern. 


CHICAGO, CHI 


Chicago, Feb. 77. 
Harold Stokes Orch (22) with 
Berry Sisters (3); Hal Behan; King’s 
Jesters & Eleanor Whitney (4); 
Shirley & Olsen; Nonchalants (3); 
‘Bahama Passage’ (Par). 








Harold Stokes, former musical di- 
rector of NBC here and WGN, has 
stepped into the orchestra field with 
ja big band. Started his new career 
in the Edgewater Beach Hotel’s 
Marine Room, where he scored so 
well that he has been booked for a 
quick return date. 

Stokes’ band makes 
times. Received rousingly by this 
audience. Leader m.c.’s, turning in 
|}a fine job. Outfit makes a great ap- 
pearance with 15 musicians, three 
| girl vocalists, a male quartet, femme 
|and male soloists. 





| Qutstanding are the three Berry | 


| Sisters, who have a fine 
}sense and showmanship. 
| plenty bright future. 

| King’s Jesters and Eleanor Whit- 
ney also give the band a sense of 
authority. Jesters have been fea- 
tured on their own, and tied in here 
with the Stokes group, they form a 
solid basis for b.o. value in addition 
to the Stokes music. Jesters turn in 
their standard vocalizing, clicking 
easily. 

For out-and-out comedy Stokes 
has Red Hodgson. In addition to 
working regular trombone assign- 
ment, Hodgson does his usual musi- 
cal clowning. Hal Behan is the 
straight baritone and scored nicely 
on appearance and tonsils. 

Two fine vaude acts fill the rest of 
the show. Shirley and Olsen are a 
new man and woman novelty acro- 
batic team. Are sold from the frst 
on topnotch wardrobe and appear- 
ance. Follow up with some excellent 
acrobatics. Nonchalants remain an 
outstanding comedy acrobatic trio. 

Business good at the last sho 
Friday (6). Gold 


singing 
Indicate a 





gunning some heel and toe stuff thatJ 


Line brings on the closer, Starnes | 


} 





good at all | 


STRAND, N. Y. 


Frankie Masters Orch (14) with 
Phyllis Miles, Swingmasters (4); 
Robinson & Martin, Chester Dolphin 
(2), Arnaut Bros. ‘(5), ‘Wild Bill 
Hickok’ (WB), reviewed in this 
issue, 








Stage show backing the mild ‘Wild 
Bill Hickok’ film here is pleasantly 
diverting combo of band and vaude- 
ville. It’s all in for one week only 
and, while it won’t approach recent 
grosses, should do fair business. 


Masters, who spent months at 
nearby Taft hotel, now has a 
greatly improved outfit, a clean 
and neat-toned combination of 
four rhythm, four. sax, three 
trumpets and two trombones, that is 
musically better than its arrange- 
ments allow it to sound. Too much 
of the material is average, but if this 
is ever corrected Masters has a good 
chance of accelerating the long 
strides forward he has taken in the 
last two years. 


Styled as a sweet-light rhythm 
combo that does its best work on 
chorused novelties like ‘Goodbye 
Mama I’m Off to Yokohama,’ with 
which it opens, and ballad tunes, the 
group is nicely handled by Masters, 
who also does an ingratiating job of 
m.c.ing. Perhaps the best arrange- 
ment used here is of ‘Now and For- 
ever,’ pop based on Tschaikowsky’s 
Sixth Symphony. It’s impressive. 
Phyllis Miles, vocalist, is fair looker 
with okay voice. She does several 
pops solo as well as working as part 
of the Swingmasters, a vocal group 
the equal of any similar rhythm 
quartets. Masters occasionally in- 
jects his voice into the quartet, dis- 
playing good vocal qualities. 


Dance team of Robinson and 
Martin is first of accompanying acts 
to appear. They run through couple 
of tap and high kick routines of 
satisfying pattern, finishing in fast 
half-flips, etc., to good response, 
Chester Dolphin’s a juggler who has 
devised a set of extraordinary 
balancing stunts that earn him strong 
audience reaction. Beginning with 
a stick-and-bali routine similar to 
Trixie’s act, he then trots out a 
variety of difficult upsidedown stunts 
that go over big. His is an interesting 
turn. 

Arnaut Bros. provide the sole 
comedy note. Their stuff, standard 
to vaude-goers, is as strong as ever. 
Starting with the echo routine to 
warm things up the four men and one 
girl run rapidly through a session of 
straight and comedy violin scraping, 
playing the instruments from vari- 
ous positions, then bring on the im- 
mensely funny bird pantomime. Each 
uses a hidden mouth whistle to simu- 
late conversation, and the results 
easily mark them as the click of the 





bill. Wood, 
FLATBUSH, B’KLYN 
Lou Breese Orch (17) with Nita 


Norman, Barry Warren and Skip 
Moore; Rod Rogers, Adrian Rollin 
Trio, Moore and Revel, Slapsie 
Maxie Rosenbloom Co. (4); Shorts 
and Newsreels. 

Botched up presentation because 
of apparent disinterest of performers 
was manifested at the Flatbush late 
Saturday (7) afternoon. Whether it 
was the approaching dinner hour or 
the small audience remains a moot 
question as to the cause of the sloppy 
performance turned in, notably by 
Slapsie Maxie Rosenbloom. 

On paper, the setup looks enter- 
taining. There are Lou Breeses 
orch and Adrian Rollin’s Trio for 


| the musical portions; Rod Rogers and 


Rosenbloom for laughs and some ex- 
cellent singing by Martha Burnett, 
who’s with the Rosenbloom turn. But 
it turned sour for at least two rea- 
sons: (1) Rosenbloom failed to get 
his lines straight in the comedy talk 
with the audience plants and (2) 
the stooge in the box got dirty in 
this, a neighborhood, family-time 
house, where many in the audience 


; were youngsters. 


| 
| 





Basically the Rosenbloom act is 
good. It comprises a couple of 
| stooges, Rosenbloom’s dumb turn and 
Miss Burnett. Latter is a brunet 
beaut with a fine dramatic soprano 
that she shows off particularly well 
on ‘Begin the Beguine.’ Most of the 
gags are good. The plant in the box 
is the focal point of a routine in 


which the former lightheavy weight 
champ is generally heckled merci- 
lessly by the plants. 

Breese’s orch, comprising four 
rhythm, six brass and five sax, leans 
towards swing and, while plenty 
brassy, never obliterates the melody 
from the neat arrangements. The 
main fault with the outfit at this 
catching was the leader himself. He 
was inclined to rest on the plano 
while others were getiing the spot- 
light. He was too obtrusive in in- 
jecting himself into what vaguely 
suggested itself to be a duo number 
with his vocalist, Nita Norman. He 
was unintelligible 10 rows back. Miss 
Norman’s voice and looks are good 
enough to get by on their own. ‘ 

Barry Warren, balladist, and Skip 
Moore, on the rhythmic trombone 
stands for other satisfactory singing. 
Early in the band’s session it was 
difficult to detemine whether War- 


(Continued on page 47) 
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News and Gossip About the Production and Distribution of the Best Shows in Town! 





PAR OPENS GIANT CAMPAIGN ON ‘REAP’ 
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SWAMI PARAMOUNT, SEER 


Paramount is upholding its crystal ball reputation these days; 
they’re beginning to whisper on the lot that Buddy DeSylva keeps 
@ trance medium locked in a cupboard near his office for consul- 
tation on production plans. This is not true. But it does look sus- 
picious. Paramount, you remember, is the company that released 
“Mystery Sea Raider” the day that headlines (year or so back) 
broke nationally to the effect that a Mystery Sea Raider was oper- 
ating off Florida. It wasn’t a plant. A month ago, Paramount 
released “Pacific Blackout”’—a film inspired by test blackouts on 
the West Coast, but released just as real Pacific Blackouts began. 
In the next block-of-five, Paramount is releasing the Bill Pine- 
Bill Thomas picture “Torpedo Boat” . . . just as the Navy’s Tor- 
pedo Boats are in headlines all over the country because of their 
exploits in the Pacific. And now? Well, last week, newspapers car- 
ried a story from neutral European sources that Allies are dis- 
turbed by a sudden influx of “vacationing” Germans in Lisbon. 
And that, gentle reader, is the background situation of Para- 
mount’s “The Lady Has Plans,” Ray Milland-Paulette Goddard 
comedy which is also a part of Paramount’s fourth block! 

- 2 ec 


BING CROSBY—EXTRA 


Theatre men who book the forthcoming Bob Hope-Madeleine 
Carroll picture “My Favorite Blonde” are going to get an extra 
star ... playing his quickest role since he broke into films. It’s 
Bing—but don’t put it on your marquee and don’t say we told 
you! It came about when the two road men (Road to Zanzibar, 
Road to Singapore, Road to Morocco) were playing golf one Sun- 
day. Bing mentioned he was free the next afternoon. Bob Hope 
mentioned that he had to be on hand at the studio for a big scene, 
involving extras, for “My Favorite Blonde.” Result: Crosby, in a 
Puckish mood, showed up among the extras. 

Audiences will notice him, too. Hope saw to that. In the course 
of the scene Bob spotted Bing and walked over to him, asking him 
for a light for a cigaret. The camera followed. After getting his 
light, Bob walked away ... did a double takem ... and then said, 
“Oh no—it couldn’t be!” The bit stayed in the film and on the 


sound track! 
~ - * 


PARAMOUNT DISCOVERY! 


Paramount, the old talent-uncoverer, has turned up a new star. 
Young fellow who had been doing some singing around, but hadn’t 
tried much acting. Rudy Vallee—maybe you've heard of him. 
Preston (No Strikes!) Sturges found him. It seems Sturges, who 
would quit writing for his director, Sturges, if he ever did any- 
thing the usual way, cast Vallee for a dramatic role with litile or 
no singing, in “The Palm Beach Story.” Vallee, according to yips 
from the Coast Studio projection rooms, delivered nobly. So now 
Valiee has been signed for another forthcoming Paramount pic- 
ture, “Happy Go Lucky,” which will star Mary Martin, Eddie 
Bracken and Betty Hutton. 

a 


BE PATIENT, BOYS 


Every day, new returns come in to bring water to the mouths 
of showmen living in those territories where Paramount's 
“Louisiana Purchase” hasn’t played and can’t be played until the 
road show has passed. Latest returns are from Boston, New Haven, 
Worcester and Springfield, Mass., where “‘La.P”’ opened—in all four 
spots—to better business than that smasheroo “Caught in the Draft”! 
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ZUKOR FIAT 
STARTS DRIVE 


Adolph Zukor’s Statement 
to the Industry Kicks Off 
Huge Advance Campaign 
for DeMille Technicolor 
Epic ‘Reap the Wild Wind’ 








CALLED DeMILLE’S BEST 





Paramount’s biggest advertising, 
publicity and exploitation wheels 
started turning this week on behalf 
of Cecil B. DeMille’s “Reap the 
Wild Wind,” Technicolor epic des- 
ignated as “Paramount’s 30th Anni- 
versary Picture,” in a recent state- 
ment by Adolph Zukor, Paramount 
chairman of the board. 


All current advertising for every 
production the company has on the 
market began carrying special 
slugs with the legend “Coming— 
Cecil B. DeMille’s ‘Reap the Wild 
Wind!” Meanwhile, rumblings 
were heard of possible mammoth 
opening in Charleston and/or Hol- 
lywood. 

Double Thirty! 


Release of “Reap” marks De- 
Mille’s thirtieth anniversary as a 
showman, and Paramount’s thirti- 
eth anniversary as the oldest com- 
pany in the business. C.B. himself 
is reported to consider the picture 
his finest, and Paramount execs see 
eye to eye with him. Story is based 
on the activities of wreckers along 
the Florida Keys early in the na- 
tion’s history — and the fight to 
stamp out the vicious piracy of sea 
captains who'd wreck their own 
ships for a cut of the salvage 
money. Basically, it’s a story of the 
emergence of patrols protecting the 
U. S. coast. 

Big Name Cast 

“Reap the Wild Wind” has a cast 
headed by Ray Milland, John 
| Wayne and Paulette Goddard. Like 
“North West Mounted Police” last | 
year, it boasts a huge cast of stars. 
Following the trio named are Ray- 
imond Massey, Robert Preston, 
'Susan Hayward, Lynne Overman, 
; Charles Bickford, Walter Hamp- 
iden, Martha O’Driscoll and Janet 
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Exhibs Stage Buying Stampede . 


For All Para 


Blocks-of-Five 





cre ee ee — 


Trade screenings for Paramount's 
fourth block of five pix under Con- 
sent Decree selling have kicked off 
a tremendous buying stampede for 
all Paramount blocks offered to 
date, according to announcements 
of Neil Agnew, sales chief. Sales 
for the week just closed will likely 
shatter the record established the 
previous week, when closing of 
2,476 contracts set the second suc- 
cessive weekly record. 

Sales in Block One were up 163%. 
In Block Two, increase was 48%. 
Block Three sales upped 18%, and 
Block Four sales jumped 425% dur- 
ing this record week, Agnew re- 
vealed. Total contract sales have 
increased from 20 to 58 per cent 
each week since January 1. 

Two causes are seen behind the 
Paramount buying spree. First is 
that Paramount’s fourth block has 
shown the trade that this company 
can maintain the pace it took at the 
outset—delivering the best and 
best-balanced blocks in the indus- 
try. Second is the nature of the 
Paramount fourth block itself; it’s 
all-out entertainment, with fun as 
the keynote and “without a cause 
in a carload” or a frown in a single 
frame. Company has indicated that 
this will be policy “for duration.” 

The pictures grouped in Para- 
mount’s fifth block stand up to this 
keynote without exception. “The 
Fleet’s In” is gags, gals, music, fun, 
frolic and fury. Dorothy Lamour 
heads a cast picked for entertain- 
ment ability, including William 
Holden as the male lead; Eddie 
Bracken as his gob side-kick; Betty 
Hutton (cf below . and cf 
plenty!) Betty Jane Rhodes, Leif 
Erickson ... Jimmy Dorsey and his 
orchestra. Cass Daley, the gal with 
the turbulent torso; Gil Lamb, who 
has panicked Paramount Theatre 
audiences (N.Y.) time and again; 


Lorraine and Rognan, comedy ball. | 


room team, and plenty more are 
also presént. Half a dozen top tunes 
and specialties keep things pop- 
ping. 

“The Lady Has Plans” is a com- 
edy-drama, with Ray Milland and 





Beecher. The original story ap- 
| peared as a Saturday Evening Post 
| serial by Thelma Strabel. 


Paulette Goddard as principals. It 
pans the panzers, mocks the mas- 





“Storm” Brewing! 


Paramount has added 
“STORM,” George Stewart's 
best-selling novel, to its huge 
list of top stage and publish- 
ing properties. “Storm” had 
a 200,000 advance sale, was 
a Book-of-the-Month Club 
choice, and has been printed 
in condensed versions in 
“Liberty” and “Readers Di- 
gest.” 











with a spy-angle played 100 per 
cent for the fun therein. Paulette’s 
a newspaper girl whose back be- 
comes an international front when 
the diplomatic representatives of 
three nations are tipped off that se- 
cret war plans are written on that 
lovely dorsal epidermis. 

“The Remarkable Andrew,” 
based on the book by the same 
title, concerns goings-on when the 
spirit of Andy Jackson returns to 
help untangle romantic and other 
problems of a twentieth century 
namesake. “Handy Andy” brings a 
few pals—George Washington, Ben 
Franklin, Jesse James and the like 
—to help him. It’s one of the most 
“different” pictures of the year, 
and it’s solid entertainment from 
fade-in to fade-out! 

“Fly By Night” is another topical 
number; it’s strong on the melo- 
drama but the entire proceedings 
are needled with laughs. Basic plot 
is about a young interne who gets 
tangled in a battle for plans of a 
defense weapon. Pace is the secret 
weapon of this one! 

“Torpedo Boat,” the Bill Pine- 
| Bill Thomas production in the 
| block, is not a war film despite its 
| title. It’s a story about the race of 
la speedboat enthusiast to develop 
land sell the Navy on a mosquito 
| Sees of high-powered small craft. 
Racing thrills and a dual romance 
ic } ~+ - 
| highlight the story. 

Paramount’s production schedule 
for forthcoming blocks of film 
shows the same trend. Buddy De- 
Sylva has shrewdly laid all his 
production bets on films that have 





| tervolk and ribs the Ribbentrops—/entertainment as their one goal. 


























Boy, Oh Boy—Does that Betty bounce about, in Paramount’s “The Fleet’s In.” She even scares herself! Wildcat 
Hutton, known to the nation via Bob Hope’s radio show, enters films with a bang in this Paramount fun-fest! 
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N. ¥. City News’ Foldup 


City News Association of New 
York, the cooperative agency which 
since 1894 has maintained 24-hour 
coverage of police stations, courts, 
jails, morgues, hospitals, airports 
and government administrative of- 
fices in Manhattan and the Bronx 
for the New York dailies, winds up 
its existence today (Wednesday). 
Withdrawal within the past few 
weeks of two of the seven papers 
and tne AP, which supported the 
organization, caused the other mem- 
bers’ decision to discontinue the 
service. 

David Josephs, city editor of the 
Times, announced CNA’s demise. 
Resignations which brought it about 
were those of the Herald Tribune 
and the Post. Remaining members 
were the Times, World-Telegram, 
News, Sun, Journal-American and 
AP. CNA hit its high mark during 
the last war with 21 members. 

Papers are now trying to work out 
their own coverage to replace that 
of the approximately 90 City News 
reporters and editors. Number of 
newsmen are expected to take over 
certain coverage points for two or 
more papers. Many beats covered 
by CNA will be dropped by some of 
the sheets. 

Josephs promised that as many 
CNA employees as possible will be 
employed by the member papers. 
CNA has agreed to severance pay 
equal to that given by the AP under 
its contract with the Newspaper 
Guild of New York. Nat Einhorn, 
Guild secretary, maintains that is 
insufficient and is seeking higher 
amounts. Guild recently has been 
holding meetings with the National 
Labor Relations Board on its peti- 
tion for certification as collective 
bargaining agent. It claimed it rep- 
resented 75% of the employees. 

Financial setup of CNA called for 
morning papers to pay three-fifths 
of the operating cost and the eve- 
ning papers two-fifths. Cost to the 
a.m.’s was about $800 a week ($41,- 
600 a year) and p.m.’s about $600 
($31,200 a year). This brought in, 
prior to the Herald Trib and Post 
resignations, $291,000 a year. With 
the two resignations, the six remain- 
ing members would have had to ab- 
sorb $72,800 additional, or an aver- 
age of about $12,000 each per year. 

Two methods were proposed to 
continue operation, but agreement 
couldn’t be reached on them. One 
was to curtail the service so that the 
six remaining papers would have to 
pay no additional assessment. The 
other was to continue with the same 
service, but with the $72,800 added 
cost shared. 





was to send it to owner Marshall 
Field. Idea was later changed, how- 
|ever, to a dossier on what the staff 
| thought ‘the management’ was doing 
wrong in running the paper. This 
was to be presented to Ingersoll. 
Before it got to him Guild nixed the 
whole idea as bad policy. 

Meantime, however, it is said, 
Field got wind of what was going 
on at the employees’ meetings and 
it led to some sort of management 
showdown with Ingersoll. Ingersoll 
is understood to have convinced 
Field of the correctness of his han- 
dling of the paper and in the process 
won himself additional power. 
Whereas formerly all the business 
and circulation end of PM was in 
the hands of Charles Cushing, Oyster 
|Bay banker, Ingersoll now has that 
‘as well as editorial control. It is 
said that Cushing a number of times 
refused to order the press-run In- 
gersoll thought needed when a 
special feature made increased cir- 
culation appear likely. 

Those who recently resigned are 
Weldon James, William Walton and 
Sutherland Denlinger, all of the for- 
eign staff. 








Scully’s Grouch on Groucho 
New York. 
Editor, ‘Variety’: 
Headline revealing ‘Groucho Marx 
Insists Variety Plug His Book’ may 
now be changed te ‘Scully Insists 
Variety Plug Groucho.’ Right on the 
nose, too. 
His ‘Many Happy Returns’ is sell- 
ing, if at all, for $1. Including a one 
page plug for himself, the book is 
only 96 pages. What does he mean 
‘Many’ Does he consider 86 pages 
for a dollar ‘Many?’ 
And if you do plug his book for 
paragraphs, saying that it’s funnier 
than the law allows, is more fun than 
a barrel of primates, and so forth, 
what do you get in return? A one- 
line acknowledgement, ‘Thanks Kid, 
Groucho.” That’s his idea of largesse. 
He doesn’t even mention that his 
publishers are Simon & Schuster and 
that Dorothy Marx, the bride of Jae 
Greenberg, who started publishing 
the same day as Essandess, is no re- 
lation, though much prettier. 
He doesn’t even mention that Sog- 
low’s cover, a feature which moved 
‘Fun In Bed’ into its 22d edition, is 
also in there swinging (with a mal- 
let) for ‘Many Happy Returns.’ 
No, Groucho may be a comic, he 
may be an author, but he doesn’t 
know a plug for a book from chew- 
ing tobacco. Frank Scully. 


Guild As P. A. for N. Y. Defense 
Mayor LaGuardia has accepted the 








Three More of PM Staff Quit 


management are continuing, with 
three more members of the staff re- 
signing in the past couple weeks in 
disagreements with publisher Ralph 
Ingersoll. Meantime, six editorial 


employees recently given ‘leaves of | city’s newspapermen, who will vol- Times correspon 


absence with pay’ until they found 
other jobs appear likely to be rein- 


stated as a result of Newspaper |ing hours when they aren’t at work. lbeen ailin 


Guild intervention. They were out- 
rightly fired last week after the 
Guild objected to the ‘leaves’ as a 
subterfuge, but further negotiation 
led to indications Ingersoll would 
take them back. 

Another aspect of management- 
staff friction occurred recently via 
a meeting of PM staffers to draw up 
@ dossier of ‘misfeasance and mal- 
feasance’ by Ingersoll. Intention 


Difficulties between PM staff and | 
| Civilian Defense in the city. Guild 
| will maintain and man without cost 


offer of the Newspaper Guild of New 
York to handle public relations on 


to city a full-time publicity setup, 
|expected to start in about a week. 
| Manpower will be drawn from the 


junteer their time on a_ regular 
|schedule on their days off and dur- 


| Press for N. Y. Civilian Defense has 
been handled in sparetime basis by 
| Joe Lilly, prez of the Tax Commis- 
sion and former World-Telegram 
reporter. 





Jack Gould Better 
Jack Gould, N. Y. Times drama 
reporter, who went to Texas on a 
leave of absence last fall because 
of an eye ailment, has made rapid 
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CARL VAN DOREN says: 
**Norman Corwin is to American 
tadio what Marlowe was to the 
Elizabethan stage.’’ Thirteen of his 
best plays are now in book form, 
with complete production notes 
for each: 

THe Opyssey or RuNYON Jones 
Rapio Primer 

Tuey Fry THROUGH THE Am 
Pitot To OVERTHROW CHRISTMAS 
DAYBREAK 

O.pv SALT 

A Souitoquy To BALaNce BupGet 
ANN RUTLEDGE 

Seems Rapio 1s Here TO Stay 

To Tia at Twenty 

My Cutent Cur.ey 
APPOINTMENT 

THE ORACLE OF PHILADELPHI 


THIRTEEN BY CORWIN 


RADIO DRAMAS BY 
NORMAN CORWIN 
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The ‘Big (Night) Train’ 


Did you notice the other day 
that Jimmy Foxx said that in 
night baseball the batter only 
sees the top half of the ball? 
Well, remember when Walter 
Johnson was pitching and word 
that he was to work invariably 
brought on an epidemic of indi- 
gestion amongst the other team? 
Opposing players always had a 
hundred reasons why they 
couldn’t get up to the plate that 
day. 

But now it’s 1942 and Wash- 
ington has 21 night games sched- 
uled at home. Imagine if John- 
son were pitching today; his 
earned run average, his strike- 
outs, shutouts, one, two, three, 
and no-hitters. Why, it’s nine 
to five the other team just 
wouldn’t show up. 














improvement and is now expected 
to return to work in another month 
or two. Disease has been arrested 
and condition is now being cleared 
up. It had first been feared that 
recovery would require a year or 
more, 

He and Mrs. Gould (Carmen 
Lewis) and their child arrived in 
New York last week and moved a 
couple of days later to Redding 
Ridge, Conn., occupying the summer 
home of Henry Senber, legit p.a. cur- 
rently ahead of the ‘Corn Is Green’ 
tour. Gould is doing occasional 
radio articles for the Times and may 
join the paper’s radio department 
upon his return to regular work. 





Josephus Daniels Editor Again 
Josephus Daniels, who resigned 
last fall as U. S. Ambassador to 
Mexico, figures he’s too young to re- 
tire at 79, so has resumed his duties 
as editor of his morning newspaper, 
the Raleigh (N. C.) News and Ob- 
server. 

He replaced his son, Jonathan, off 
to Washington for civilian defense 
duties. 





LITERATI OBITS 


Clyde H. Tavenner, 60, newspaper 
writer and magazine publisher, died 
Feb. 7 in Washington. He founded 
The Philippine Republic in 1923, a 
Washington monthly, which he edited 
until 1931. 

Willard Brewer, 65, former pub- 
lisher of the St. Joseph Herald- 
Press and Benton Harbor News- 
Palladium, died Feb. 4 in Battle 
Creek, Mich., hospital following 
brief illness. 

Willard Brewer, 65, former pub- 
lisher of the St. Joseph (Mich.) Her- 
ald-Press and the Benton Harbor 
(Mich.) News-Palladium, died in 
Battle Creek, Mich., Feb. 4. 

George L. Buck, 64, president of 
the Silver Burdett Co.. New York 
textbook publishers, died in Orange, 
N. J., Feb. 5. 





J. J. Gibbons, founder and presi- 
;dent of the advertising agency that 
| bears his name, one of the largest 
| in Canada, died in Toronto, Feb. 3. 

Douglas Churchill, 42, New York 
dent in Hollywood, 
| died suddenly in Phoenix, Ariz., 
Feb. 7 of a heart attack. He had 
g for several months and 
| was taking a rest cure on the desert 
| when stricken. He started in news- 
| paper work as a reporter on the Los 
beg we Times and later was editor 
of three newspapers in the south- 
| west. He had been with the N. Y. 
| Times since 1932. Deceased also con- 
|ducted Redbook’s motion picture 
| section. 





CHATTER 

Alva Johnston in Hollywood as- 
sembling material for Satevepost 
yarn. 

John M. Courier, Jr., Mason (Ga.) 
Telegraph staffer, off to navy for 
yeoman service. 

Frank Neill shoving off for Aus- 
tralia and the Dutch East Indies as 
war correspondent for International 
News Service. 

Stephen Slesinger closed deal for 
the syndication of a newspaper strip 
based on the George Bruce novel, 
‘Sons of the Sun.’ 

Mrs. Virginia Waller Davis, Nor- 
folk (Va.) Virginian-Pilot news 
staffer, has resigned to become State 
of Virginia press chief. 

Ted Irwin, newspaperman - and 
novelist, has just joined the staff of 
Look mag as associate ed. He was 
formerly news editor of Cue. 

Al Abrams, sports writer on Pitts- 
burgh Post-Gazette since 1926 and 
founder of the Dapper Dan Club in 
that city, is resigning to become 
general manager and publicity di- 
rector for the Pittsburgh Steelers, 
pro football team owned by Art 
| Rooney. He'll also direct other 
| Rooney-Barney McGinley sports en- 
terprises, chiefly boxing promotions. 
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‘Oscar’ Nominations 





‘Kane’, ‘How Green’, ‘Foxes’, ‘York’, ‘Jordan’ Show 
Up Most Prominently 





Olivia Vs. Joan 


Hollywood, Feb. 10. 


For the first time in Academy 
Award history, two sisters vie 
for the Oscar as the best actress. 
Olivia de Havilland for her work 
in Paramount's ‘Hold Back 
Dawn’ competes with her sister, 
Joan Fontaine, whose perform- 
ance in RKO’s ‘Suspicion’ rated 
the bid. 

Another oddity is nomination 
of two acrtesses from the same 
picture for best supporting job. 
They are Patricia Collinge and 
Teresa Wright in Goldwyn’s 
‘Little Foxes.’ 


Even Daylight 
Time May Become 
Double Feature 


Show business, which has long 
squawked against daylight saving 
time, will likely find itself soopr 
faced with ‘double daylight saving.’ 
Clocks probably will be moved up 
another hour, in addition to the one 
added Monday (9), on the last Sun- 
day in April, just as has been done 
with regular daylight saving in the 
past. 

Hint of such a move has already 
been given in Washington. And 
England has been using the ‘double 


daylight’ system for the past sev- 
eral years. Present ‘war time’ has 
brought virtually no beefs from film 
exhibs as they have recognized it 
as an emergency measure designed 
to save hundreds of thousands of 
kilowatts of needed electrical 
energy. 


How they will react to a two- 
hour advance in time is another 
question, however. It will mean 
daylight until almost midnight on 
the longest days of the year, those 
of the early summer. According to 
the Weather Bureau, twilight in 
New York during late June and early 
July will last until 9:41 p.m. stand- 
jard time, or 11:41 ‘double daylight.’ 
|Sun, from June 25 until July 2, will 
jset at 9:35 p.m. ‘double daylight.’ 
|Days lengthen by half a minute to 
|a minute as the end of June ap- 
|proaches and shorten by the same 
}amount as the summer wears on. 

Boston exhibs will find daylight 
| keeping patrons out of their the- 
|atres even longer, with twilight on 
| the longest days of the year extend- 
}ing until 9:54 standard time, or 11:54 
‘double daylight.’ 


Doping the Extra Hours 
Hollywood, Feb. 10. 

Switchover to wartime passed 
with little confusion at studios. Small 
indies figure the hour moveup an 
advantage as it makes for longer 
shooting day on outdoor pictures. 
Some workers neglected to adjust 
tickers and straggled in at various 
times, but generally there was little 


of untoward nature to mar smooth 
operation. 














Theatre operators are still trying 
to figure what effect war time will 
have on biz, but no falling off in 
customers has been noted yet. How- 
ever, it’s too early to tell and diffi- 
cult to appraise any dropoff, whether 
resulting from extra hour daylight 
or economy on tires. 

One chain operator opined the in- 
ception wartime in February, rather 
than May, will let the public get 
accustomed to a longer day during 
period of good biz and, when sum- 
mer rolls around, they will have 
been adjusted to longer daylight and 
not head for beaches and outdoor 
spots. This may react to benefit of 
theatres. Of course, those rubber 
bands on chariots will have a lot to 
do with those trips to mountains and 
beaches. Naborhoods figure to pick 
up biz this summer due to people 
getting educated to taking strolls to 
theatres in evenings and’ give the 
} old bus a rest. 
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Hollywood, Feb. 10. 

Fifty nominations in nine catego. 
ries for the 14th annual award by the 
Academy of Motion Picture Arts and 
Sciences were announced today ag 
eligible for the eagerly sought ‘Os. 
cars,’ which will be presented Feb, 
26 to the winners. Listings are from 
the film industry’s best output during 
1941. 

Voting for final choices will be 
conducted by mail among Academy 
members and workers in Hollywood. 
Polling is being supervised by public 
accountants. 

The 10 pictures nominated for the 
‘outstanding motion picture’ award 
were ‘Blossoms in the Uust,’ Metro; 
‘Citizen Kane,’ Mercury-RKO; ‘Here 
Comes Mr. Jordan,’ Columbia; ‘Hold 
Back the Dawn,’ Paramount; ‘How 
Green Was My Valley,’ 20th Century- 
Fox; ‘Little Foxes,’ Goldwyn-RKO;: 
‘Maltese Falcon,’ Warners; ‘One Foot 
in Heaven,’ Warners; ‘Sergeant York,’ 
Warners, and ‘Suspicion,’ RKO. 

Actors designated as candidates for 
the best performance award were 
Gary Cooper for ‘Sergeant York’; 
Cary Grant for ‘Penny Serenade,’ 
Columbia; Walter Huston for ‘All 
That Money Can Buy,’ RKO; Robert 
Montgomery for ‘Here Comes Mr, 
Jordan,’ and Orson Welles for ‘Citi- 
zen Kane.’ 


Bette Davis—Again 


Actresses nominated were Bette 
Davis for “The Little Foxes’; Joan 
Fontaine for ‘Suspicion’; Greer Gar- 
son for ‘Blossoms in Dust’; Olivia de 
Havilland for ‘Hold Back Dawn,’ and 
Barbara Stanwyck for ‘Ball of Fire,’ 
Goidwyn-RKO. Miss Davis won 
twice before, for ‘Dangerous’ in 1935 
and for ‘Jezebel’ in 1938. 

Candidates for the supporting 
actors’ award were Walter Brennan 
for ‘Sergeant York’; Charles Coburn 
for “The Devil and Miss Jones,’ RKO; 
Donald Crisp for ‘How Green Was 
My Valley’; James Gleason for ‘Here 
Comes Mr. Jordan,’ and Sydney 
Greenstreet for ‘Maltese Falcon.’ 
Brennan has won the supporting 
actors’ award three times before, 
in 1936, 1938 and 1940. 

The best supporting actress nom- 
inees were Sara Allgood for ‘How 
Green Was My Valley’; Mary Astor 
for ‘Great Lie,’ WB; Patricia Collinge 
for ‘Little Foxes,’ and Margaret 
Wycherly for ‘York.’ 

Orson Welles Nominated 


Directors nominated were Orson 
Welles for ‘Citizen Kane’; Alex- 
ander Hail for ‘Mr. Jordan’; John 
Ford for ‘How Green’; William Wy- 
ler for ‘Foxes,’ and Howard Hawks 
for ‘York.’ Ford won twice before. 

Writers chosen in ‘the best write 
ten screen play’ category were Sid- 
ney Buchman and Seton I. Miller for 
‘Jordan’; Charles Brackett and Billy 
Wilder for ‘Dawn’: Philip Dunne for 
‘How Green’; Lillian Hellman for 
‘Foxes,’ and John Huston for ‘Falcon.’ 

Writers in the best original 
screen play group, which includes 
pictures whose original source was 
contributed by the same authors who 
wrote the scenario, were Herman J. 
Mankiewicz and Orson Welles for 
‘Citizen Kane’: Norman Krasna for 
‘Devil and Miss Jones’; Abem Fin- 
kel, Harry Chandlee, Howard Koch 
and John Huston for ‘York’; Karl 
Tunberg and Darrell Ware for ‘Tall, 
Dark and Handsome,’ 20th-Fox, and 
Paul Jarrico for “Tom, Dick and 
Harry,’ RKO. 

Nominees for the best original 
|screen story were Thomas Monroe 
|and Billy Wilder for ‘Ball of Fire; 
| Harry Segall for ‘Jordan’; Monckton 
|Hoffe for ‘Lady Eve,’ Paramount; 
| Richard Connell and Robert Presnell 
for ‘Meet John Doe,’ Frank Capras 
Warners, and Gordon Wellesley for 
‘Night Train,’ a British production 
distributed by 20th-Fox. ‘Night 
Train’ was the only British picture 
mentioned in the nominations. 

‘Oscars’ also will be passed out for 
the best documentary feature and 
the best documentary short, being 
special awards. 








Ginsberg Due East 


Henry Ginsburg, v.p. and general 
manager of the Paramount studio, 1s 
due in New York Monday (16) for 
home office conferences. This will 
be his first visit east since joining 
Par as second in command under Y. 
Frank Freeman at the Par plant. 

Freeman was himself east for 4 
'week of h.o. huddles and a Wash- 
ington visit three weeks ago. 
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Theatres, Etc., Would Be Exempt 
From Liability During Blackouts 


——————— 





Albany, Feb. 10. 
Theatres and other places of pub- 
lic assembly would apparently be 
granted some immunity from liabil- 
ity for injuries or fatalities suffered 
during blackouts, air raids drill, and 
air raids, under the terms of a bill 


nsored by Senator Roy M. Page, 
Hepublican of Binghamton, and Ed- 
mund J. Delaney, Democrat of New 
York. The measure, one of two, 
would carry into effect recommenda- 
tions made by Governor Herbert H. 
Lehman, the State Defense Council 
and the Legislative Committee on 
Interstate Cooperation. It is ex- 
pected to pass, although amendments 
may be inserted. 

If a theatre management, for in- 
stance, permitted persons on the 
street to enter the lobby, for refuge, 
during a blackout or raid, and any- 
thing happened to them, the language 
of the Page-Delaney bill would seem 
to exempt it from liability. The sec- 
ond bill provides, among other 
things, that municipalities may ac- 
quire or lease property for the pro- 
tection of citizens against air at- 
tacks. 


Reagan's Advent 
Augurs Exhib 
Peace in Mpls. 


Minneapolis, Feb. 10. 

With Charles Reagan, Paramount 
sales exec, due here this week to 
meet with a committee of Twin City 
independents, Northwest Allied 
members, the Twin City independ- 
ents’ group is almost ready to call 
off its war against the distributors. 
Reagan and the committee will con- 
tinue selling-demands discussions 
started in New York, with indications 
that further concessions may be 
gained from Warners and Metro for 
Minneapolis, St. Paul and other Min- 
nesota exhibitors. 

Northwest Allied leaders now say 
they’re ‘extremely hopeful’ that the 
present truce will lead to a peaceful 
settlement of the differences which 
have resulted from the distributors’ 
allegedly ‘exorbitant, unconscionable 
and punitive’ selling demands and 
the Twin City exhibitors’ alleged in- 








4 
Tv 





ability to obtain an adequate supply | 
of films at reasonable prices, ‘forcing 
exhibitors into bankruptcy.’ | 


| 


ASK DEAL WITH PAR 


FOR L. 1. LAB WORKERS 


Claiming a majority of employees 
in the Paramount lab at Astoria, L. 
I, the only lab in the Greater New | 
York area that isn’t organized, Lo- 
cal 702, Film Technicians, has made 
& formal request upon Par to bargain 
collectively in behalf of the men. 

Par operates the Astoria lab under 
an agreement with an independent 
association which expires the end 
of this coming May. 

Local 702 has not yet presented 
& wage scale or other demands. 


Wurtzel Cleaning Up 


Hollywood, Feb. 10. 
Sol M. Wurtzel, currently winding 
Up his 1941-42 production program 
of 15 pictures at 20th-Fox, is super- 
vising story work on the first three 
Pictures for his 1942-43 schedule. 
Writers busy with three early 
Starters are Jerry Cady on ‘The Im- 
Poster’, Samuel G. Engel on ‘Through 
Different Eyes’ and Arnaud d’Usseau 
on ‘12 Mon In a Box’, 


It-Won’t-Hurt Epic 


Hollywood, Feb. 10. 

Joel McCrea and Betty Field draw 
Co-star jobs at Paramount in ‘Tri- 
umph Over Pain, a story dealing 
with dentistry and the discovery of 
anaesthesia. 
a deals with the career of Dr. 
oo Morton, father of painless 
St al work. Director is Preston 

urges. Picture rolls early in 








| 248 on Aug. 





April, 


L.&J.-PAR PARD DEAL 
STILL UP IN THE AIR 


Permanent partnership for Lucas 
& Jenkins with Paramount continues 
up in the air, with Arthur Lucas and 
William K. Jenkins going along 
under the terms of the old arrange- 
ment covering around 60 houses in 
Atlanta and other Georgia situations. 

Lucas, who was in New York for 
several days but did not discuss an 
L&J-Par partnership, returned to 
Atlanta yesterday afternoon (Tues.). 
Lucas stopped off in Washington on 
the way up. 

Par has no interest in houses out- 
side of downtown Atlanta, while 
L. & J. has no interest in the latter 
group excepting the Fox. 


WB $28,586,534 Gross 
For 13 Weeks Spells 
$2,079,601 Net Profit 


Warner Bros. net profit increased 
$803,285 in the first quarter of the 
company’s fiscal year, ending last 
Nov. 29, as compared with the first 
13 weeks in 1940. Company’s earn- 
ings statement issued this week 
shows net of $2,079,601 in the 13- 
week period ended last Nov. 29 as 
against only $1,276,316 in the corre- 
sponding period of the previous year. 
This is equal to 53c per common 
share as compared with 3lc in the 
first quarter of the previous fiscal 
year, 

Warner’s fine showing on net profit 
was made despite setting aside of 
additional $300,000 as provision for 
contingencies in respect of net as- 
sets of subsids operating in fcereign 
territories. Company noted that be- 
cause of war conditions, the accounts 
of subsidiaries operating in enemy 
or enemy occupied territories no 
longer are consolidated. Hence, in- 
vestments in and advances to such 
subsids amounting to $184,719 have 
been charged against reserve for 
contingencies. 

Warner Bros, gross income totalled 
$28,586,534 in the 13-week period of 
the report, after eliminating inter- 
company transactions. This com- 
pares with gross income of $24,934,- 
448 in the corresponding period con- 
cluded Nov. 30, 1940. 

Company’s cash position improved | 
in the quarter, cash on hand in the | 
U. S. as of Nov. 29 last year amount- | 
ing to $9,064,967 as against $7,431,- 














30, 1941, conclusion of 
the past fiscal year. Earned surplus | 
at the end of the quarter just re-| 
ported amounted to $11,221,797. 
Report shows 99,617 shares of pre- 
ferred outstanding on Nov. 29 last, | 
after deducting shares held in the | 
company’s treasury. Company owes | 
slightly in excess of $33.68 on each | 
preferred share because of dividend | 


|arreas despite divvy distributions in | 
ithe last 12 months. 





WB ANNUAL EARNINGS, 1930-41 
Net 
profit. 
OSU. ceccvcecee senceenst Serene 
ae (oteeeceneeeease - eee 
ere cecseses 14,095,054 
i. ae Wimewidseenes. ee 
eer dseenseeee cotes 8 aeu ae 
IGSS. cocvecovcesccccecece 674,159 
1936 ...cces ccccccccecccoee 3,177,313 | 
UP. ncassiasstscciccsens SOUR) 
MPP PPerr ere y Ty 1,929,721 
1939...... pececsocccseses SENER 
Sere eS eee eccccce 2,747,472 
(1940 by Quarters) 
First quarter...... seee $642,129 
Second quarter....esee 376,368 
Third quarter....eccoe 932,216 
Fourth quarter....eee. 796,759 
DS elas ckereerss coece $5,429,302 
(1941 by Quarters? 
First quarter...... o0ee$l, 276,016 
Second quarter....++e. 1,506,228 
Third quarter..... eeoe 1,650,901 


Fourth quarter.... 995,857 


(1942 by Quarters) 
First quarter..........$2,079,601 
Second quarter...ccccce 
Third quarter....ecvce 
Fourth quarter.. 
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They Don’t Fool with "Em 


Hollywood, Feb. 10. 

Republic is the first studio with 
a completed war serial, ‘Spy Smash- 
er, which wound up a week ago 
with William O’Sullivan as associate 
producer. 

Cliffhanger script was practically 
finished when the Japs struck at 
Pearl Harbor. With a few changes 
in dialog aiming directly at Germany 
and Japan, the serial was rushed into 
production. 


Mpls.-St. Paul 
Exhibitors Hike 
Admish Scales 


Minneapolis, Feb. 10. 

Twin City independent exhibitors 
yesterday (Monday) followed the 
lead of the Minnesota Amus. Co. 
(Paramount circuit) in raising ad- 
mission prices, boosts ranging from 
1-3c. Theatres charging 17c to 20c 
(22c including tax) advance their 
admish scale to 25-30c. Those with 
33-39c scales jumped to 35-40c. 

The Minnesota Amusement and 
its pool with Mort H. Singer started 
the general tilting by elevating the 
admittance scale slightly. 

Running from 2 to 6c, tilts apply 
to all downtown houses and some 
of the neighborhood theatres. Cir- 
cuit calls it a ‘leveling off,’ bring- 
ing scale up to even figures and elim- 
inating odd pennies in nearly all 
eases. Children’s admissions, how- 
ever, remain at llc, including tax. 

The biggest raise is for the three 
downtown ‘A’ first-runs, the State, 
Orpheum and Century, which, for 
straight films, go from 44 to 50c, tax 
included, after 5 pm. Jump from 
opening to 1 a.m. is from 28 to 30c 
and to 5 p.m. from 39 to 40c, or a 
single penny, including tax. The 
Uptown, first-run nabe house, ups 
from 28 to 30c to 5 p.m. and from 39 
to 40c thereafter, tax included. Three 
other nabes go from 28 to 30c, in- 
cluding tax. 

Patrons express satisfaction that 
‘the penny nuisance’ has been elim- 
inated. Whether Minnesota Amus. 
Co. will up admissions similarly 
throughout the circuit probably de- 
pends on how the boosts work out in 
Minneapolis and St. Paul. 














‘Painless’ Tilts 
Rochester, N. Y., Feb. 10. 

City manager Jay Golden ‘pain- 
lessly’ raised prices at RKO Palace, 
Regent and occasionally at Century 
and RKO Temple by moving ahead 
the 44c night rate to 1 p.m. on main 
floor and extending it to balcony at 
5 p. m. This avoided announcing 
higher top prices and increased the 
take for series of pictures starting 
with ‘How Green Was My Valley’ 
and ‘Man Who Came to Dinner’ 
which did standee business, moving 
from the Palace to the other the- 
atres for continued first runs. Gol- 
den’s move is regarded in theatre 
circles as a conditioning for gener- 
ally higher prices. 

Loew’s, with larger capacity than 
Palace, has made no gesture to join 
in the increase. 





‘MARINES’ STUDIES 


AT NATIONAL SCREEN 


Complying with a request by Capt. 
W. M. Nelson, U. S. Marine Corps 
Photographic Section, Marine 
School, Quantico, Va. National 
Screen Service has placed 
posal of the instructors its complete 
facilities in the graphic art of cam- 
2Ta animation. 

Three enlisted men have been as- 
signed to the NSS home office in 
New York. Others will follow soon. 
The course will include practical ex- 
perience in film cutting, assembling 
and illustrating. Each department 
head is preparing details of the 
various operations. 

Development of the idea will de- 
pend upon the rate of progress of 
the first students. 


Clarke Back With Casey 


Hollywood, Feb. 10. 
Pat Casey, producer labor contact, 
has his old sidekick back. 











Clarke will assist Casey in negotia- | 


tions with studio guilds and unions 


at the dis- | 








Victor | production 


Instead of Getting $80,000, Disney 
Says Hell Lose 366 on U.S. Tax Short 





+ 


ATLAS’ BIG STAKE IN 
4 FILM COMPANIES 


Report of Atlas Corp., for year 
ending last Dec. 31, showing income 
of $1,959,088, issued yesterday (Tues- 
day) revealed the healthy stake of 
this company in four motion picture 
companies. Biggest holdings con- 
tinue to be in Radio-Keith-Or- 
pheum, both common and preferred 
shares. List of securities in the 
Atlas portfolio show 51,070 shares of 
P20 6% preferred, 327,811 shares of 
RKO option warrants (valued at 
only $40,976 on Dec. 31 market 
prices) and 1,266,253 shares of RKO 
common. 

Next largest stake of Atlas in film 
business is 40,000 shares of Para- 
mount common. Corporation also 
reports holding 3,500 shares of 20th- 
Fox preferred, 17,928 shares of Walt 
Disney Productions 6% preferred 
and 10,000 shares of Madison Square 
Garden capital stock. 

Atlas declared a 25c divvy on com- 
mon payable March 12. Company 
showed a net book loss for the year. 


Pare Lorentz May Buy 
Back Some of His U.S. 
Gov't Pix for RKO Chore 


Pare Lorentz’s first production un- 
der his two-picture deal with RKO 
will be ‘Name, Age and Occupation,’ 
a saga of an American from 1917 to 
1942. It is scheduled to start shoot- 
ing in about two weeks, with Lorentz 
doing a three-way jok as writer- 
producer-director. A Broadway ac- 
tor, to be announced in a few days, 
will make his screen debut in the 
leading role. 


Some of the background footage 
for the production, shot by Lorentz 
when he headed the U. S. film serv- 
ice and for intended use in a docu- 
mentary picture, may be purchased 
from the Government. Other back- 
ground material will be filmed at 
various locations. Edwin Locke, 
technical consultant, went to Detroit 
last week for preliminary work per- 
taining to the picture. Lorentz and 
his executive assistant, Tom Atkins, 
left Sunday (8) by train for the 
Coast, with a three-day stopover in 
Chicago. 

Tentatively set for the second pic- 
ture under Lorentz’s deal with RKO 
isa satire on international diplomacy. 
It would star the Mexican panto- 
mimist, Mario Mareno, who under 
the stage name of Cantinflas is a 
repertory theatre star in his native 
country and a film idol throughout 
Central and South America. Idea of | 
the picture would be to view U. S. 
and Pan-American diplomacy through 
the eyes of Marone’s lowly peasant 
character, which is said to resemble 
Charlie Chaplin’s tramp character- 
ization. Lorentz has a_ tentative 
agreement with Mareno, but will 
have to get the okay of the Mexican 
government before he can sign a con- 
tract. 

Meanwhile, Lorentz plans to intro- 
duce Mareno to U. S. audiences with 











a Mexican picture, ‘Neither Blood 
Nor Sand,’ which he will cut and 
give English titles. He will make a 
releasing deal (outside RKO) with | 
some independent distribution firm, | 
possibly Arthur Mayer. He doesn’t | 


intend to make a profit on the pic- 
ture, but would like to break even. 
He later wants to set similar deals 
for U. S. release of Mareno’s other 
Mexican pictures. 

Lorentz last week hired Henry T. 
Murdock, drama and film critic of 
the Philadelphia Evening Public 
Ledger until that paper recently 
folded, to publicize ‘Neither Blood 
Nor Sand’ and probably future Lo- 
rentz productions. Murdock will go 
to the Coast in a week or two. Since 
the Philadelphia paper ceased pub- 
lication Murdock has had a publicity 
job with Columbia Pictures. 





Shepperd’s Torrid Topper 


Hollywood, Feb.- 10. 

John Shepperd teams up with 
Linda Darnell in his first co-starring 
job at 20th-Fox in ‘The Loves of 
Edgar Allen Poe’. : 

Tale was originally on Bryan Foy’s 
slate at Warners and 
bought by 20th-Fox when he moved 
to that lot. 








The eight-minute cartoon he made 
for the Treasury Department will 
stand him a net loss of about $56,- 
000 even if he gets the $80,000 which 
a Congressional committee last week 
struck out of an appropriation bill 
to pay him, Walt Disney declared in 
New York Monday (9). Production 
itself cost about $6,000 more than he 
can possibly receive from the Gov- 
ernment for the film, and he is losing 
about $50,000 in regular bookings of 
Donald Duck shorts, he estimated. 


Pen-and-ink expert explained that 
many theatres had cancelled book- 
ings of his RK.O-distributed cartoons 
so they could play the Treasury De- 
partment film, which is supplied 
them free and which they have a 
patriotic motive in exhibiting. It’s 
unfeasible, of course, for them to 
show two Donald Duck cartoons on 
the same bill. Most serious loss of 
this type, Disney said, was at the 
Radio City Music Hall, N. Y., which 
cancelled the second week of a two- 
week cartoon booking to play ‘The 
New Spirit,’ the Treasury pic. 

Exact cost of ‘Spirit’ hasn’t been 
determined by accountants yet, Dis- 
ney said. The $80,000 was a ‘guess 
out of the blue’ in response to the 
Treasury's demand for a figure, It 
includes, as well as production, cast 
of 1,100 Technicolor prints, 100 
16mm. prints and advertising and 
publicity. Disney’s- time for a full 
week’s work and three trips to Wash- 
ington was not charged to it. 

Ordinary short this length costs 
$40,000 for negative and one print 
when it goes through the mill in the 
regular sixmonth production time, 
he said. This was made in six weeks 
by paying time-and-half and double 
wages for overtime and Sunday 
work. Pic is being distributed free 
by National Screen Service and 
transported without charge by reg- 
ular film carriers. 

Following passage by the House of 
the appropriation bill minus Disney’s 
$80,000, Secretary Morgenthau on 
Monday declared the cartoon ‘one 
of the best investments the Treasury 
has ever made.’ 

‘I take fuil responsibility for it,’ 
Morgenthau declared. ‘I hope every- 
thing we do in the Treasury is as 
good as this particular picture.’ 
Morgenthau said he would continue 
to try to get the appropriation ap- 
proved. 

Disney said other Treasury pix are 
in his story department, but not in 
actual production yet. In addition 
he is making shorts on South 
America in cooperation with Jock 
Whitney’s Office of Inter-American 
Affairs. Government is contributing 


nothing toward these as they are be- 


ing released commercially through 
RKO. 

Studio is also making 20 10-minute 
pix for the Navy on airplane -iden- 


tification at a flat contract bid rate 
of about $4,500 each and some pic- 
tures for the U. S. Army Signal 
Corps on a cost basis, cartoon chief 
said. 


Par Pep Club Goes 
Into Banking Field 


Funds are being made available 
by Paramount to take care of short- 
term loans for its own employes, to 
be arranged througt. the company’s 
own Par Pep club. No interest will 
be charged. 

Following ratification of the plan 
by the Par Pep club board of gov- 
ernors, a loan committee has been 








| set up to administer the short-term 


financing. 

Committee consists of J. J. Dough- 
ney, accountancy executive who has 
been named chairman; Dr. Emanuel 
Stern, company physician, and Irene 
Sullivan, secretary to Joseph Me- 
Laughlin, personnel director, Dough- 
ney is president of the Par Pep club, 





Rep’s Fancy Budget 


Hollywood, Feb. 10. 
Republic has earmarked $4,590,000 
for production curing the next three 
months, cleaning up the remaining 
22 pictures on the 1941-42 slate. 
That’s top coin for any quarter in 
the studio’s history. 
Outlay will be split among 11 fea- 
tures, 10 westerns and one serial. 
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5 New Defense Shorts Keynote 
Films’ Worth to the War Effort 








By HERB GOLDEN 


spiration and instruction. They 
oo ta major contributions of the 
American film industry to the 
nation’s war effort. And should Con- 
ress or anyone else doubt how 
effectively and fully the industry is 
providing inspiration and instruction 
to Mr. and Mrs. Public—and their 
sons in the armed forces—he should 
see the group of five defense shorts 
comprising this week’s daily pro- 
ram at the film library of the 
fruseum of Modern Art, N. Y. 

hree of the pictures were made 
- the industry directly and the 
other two are contributions from 
Hollywood. Each proves that Se- 
lective Service was not far wrong 
when it designated films as an es- 
sential war industry. 

Pictures—which are just a sample 
of many more which could have 
been chosen—are: 

‘Bomber, produced by the Office 
for Emergency Management film 
unit and released free to the thea- 
tres of the country last November. 


‘Eyes of the Navy,’ produczd by 
Metro and released commercially: to 
their accounts. 

‘Safeguarding Military Informa- 
tion,’ produced by the Research 
Council of the Academy of Motion 
Picture Arts and Sciences in Holly- 
wood for the Signal Corps of the 
War Department. This was origi- 
nally intended as an instructional 
film for soldiers only, but is now 
being made available to theatres. 


‘Fire — Prevention and Control,’ 
roduced by the March of Time for 
he U. S. Navy aviation service 
schools. Strictly instructional for 
Navy personnel. 


‘Tanks,’ produced by the OEM film 
unit. Just released by the industry’s 
War Activities Committee to the 
country’s theatres. Commentary is 
spoken by Orson Welles. 

Unfortunately, all the pictures 
were made before the United States 
went to war and lack some of the 
punch of the post-Pearl Harbor 

roduct, such as Walt Disney’s “The 

Yew Spirit, which the Treasury 
called on him to make to promote 
early income tax payments. Beating 
around instead of calling the enemy 
a Jap or a Nazi doesn’t have the 
same sock as the all-out psycho- 
logical attacks made possible by the 
declarations of war. 

‘Safeguarding Military Informa- 
tion’ is probably the most interesting 
of the quintet, although each maker 
has a different technique and a 
different objective to achieve. 
Ginger Rogers, Walter Huston and 
Eddie Bracken, recognizable in un- 
billed bit parts, as well as the great 
public consciousness now of the 
importance of ‘safeguarding military 
information,’ adds interest to the 
film. It shows none of the imagina- 
tive genius of some of the English 
shorts on this subject, but gets over 
its point solidly. 

‘Bomber’ and ‘Tanks’ both 
the great amount of materials and 


vi 





| 


show | 


| 


labor that go into making of modern | 


weapons, There will be little carp- 
ing by taxpayers who have seen 
these picturizations of the com- 


lexities that are taking increasing 
ites. of their coin. And the films 
give visible evidence, too, that 
plenty of tanks and planes are roll- 
ing off the lines. Only defect in the 
films is occasionally an overly self- 
conscious impressiveness to the nar- 
ration. 

Metro’s ‘Eyes of the Navy,’ made 
for regular theatrical audiences, 
treats of the Navy Air Service in 
highly romantic fashion. As a 
motion picture recruiting poster it 
does a highly-effective job. 


Her OH OOOOH 


Other New Shorts 


POFFO Hee rH ooset 
THE NEW SPIRIT 


Walt Disney cartoon, starring Donald 
Duck Produced on order of U. S. Treas- 
ury Dept., for Motion Picture War Ac- 
tivities Committee, Script by Dick Huemer 
nd Joe Grant; music, Oliver Wallace. 
distributed gratis to film theatres by 
National Screen Service, Inc. Running 


time, 74% MINS, 





Two months of war is a long time 
for the public to get along without a 
g00d laugh for itself, and Donald 
Duck gets credit for supplying the 
first touch of risibles since Pearl 
Harbor. This is what everyone in 
Washington and Hollywood means 
when motion pictures are referred to 
as essential. The industry can rest 
its case right now. 

his film was made at the instance 
(and expense) of the U. S. Treasury 
Dept. It is forthright propaganda, 
effective because it does not seek to 
ide its purpose, which is to per- 
Suade the average American that he 
rs doing himself a lasting patriotic 
dad by paying his income tax with 

Uoyant spirit. He is also asked to 
pay it now and not wait until the 
fateful March 15. 

t is difficult to imagine a tougher 
script assignment. 
organization has done the trick with 


+++4¢ 


Current Short Releases 


(Compiled by BESA SHORT) 





‘The Bird Came C.O.D.’ (WB), 
8 mins. Merrie Melody cartoon. 

‘Better Bowling’ (Par). 10 mins. 
Grantland Rice. Ted MHusing 
speaking. 

‘Popular Science No. 3’ (Par), 
11 mins. Ski gadget; food can- 
ning; VU. S. Army flyers. 

‘Porky’s Pastry Pirates’ (WB), 
7 mins. Cartoon. 

‘Secret of the Fjord’ (20th), 
9'%2 mins. Alaska’s glaciers. 

‘Information Please, No. 4’ 
(RKO), 10% mins. Regulars with 
John Gunther, author. 

‘At the County Fair’ (Par), 


9 mins. Animal novelty. Ken 
Carpenter, commentator. 
‘Three Blonde Mice’ (Col), 1642 
mins. Comedy. 
‘Safeguarding Military Infor- 
mation’ (Par), 12 mins. Made 


by U. S. Army for war commit- 
tee. 

‘Melodies Old and New’ 
(M-G) 11% mins. Our Gang. 

‘Minnesota, Land of Plenty’ 
(M-G) 10 mins. Fitzpatrick. 

‘Aqua Antics’ (M-G) 8 mins. 
Pete Smith. 

‘Superman and Million Dollar, 
Lid.’ (Par) 84% mins. Cartoon. 

‘The Greenie’ (M-G) 11 mins. 


Miniature. 

‘Fraidy Cat’ (M-G) 9 mins. 
Cartoon. 

‘Hollywood Detour’ (Col) 8 


mins. Satire on stars. 








that unique approach to humor and 
skillful technique which mark Dis- 
ney as unparalleled as a creator of 
entertainment. Dick Heumer and 
Joe Grant wrote the script. Oliver 
Wallace composed the special score. 
The name of none appears on the 
screen, 


‘Hard Way’ for Sherman 


Hollywood, Feb. 10. 
Warners handed a new director 
contract to Vincent Sherman, whose 
latest pilot jobs were ‘Underground’ 
and ‘All Through the Night.’ 
First under the new pact will be 
‘The Hard Way.’ 


SPG May Picket 
Roxy in Showdown 


With 20th-Fox 


Screen Publicists Guild of New 
York may throw a picket line around 
the Roxy, with the opening there of 
20th-Fox’s ‘Roxie Hart’ next Thurs- 
day (19) or at some other house 
prior to the Fox picture’s preem, un- 
less some sort of agreement on a 
union contract is reached with the 
film companies before that time. 


Guild has been actively paving 
the way for such ‘economic action’— 
as it terms the picketing and other 
pressure methods short of striking 
in bringing the producers around— 
for the past couple of weeks. Last 
Thursday (5) it hired, on a full-time 
basis, Ray Torr as ‘activities ad- 
ministrator in connection with the 
Guild’s dispute’ with the producers. 
Torr for the past five years has 
been publicity director for the Na- 
tional Maritime Union and for two 
years was chairman of the strike 
committee of the New York local 
of the Newspaper Guild. 
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ershey’s Ruling 


| 
tm, ontinued from page @ | 
try’s top publicists at Hotel Astor, 
N. Y., at the end of last week.] 
Hershey advised Mellet, Coordina- 
tor of Government Films and liaison 
officer of the Federal government 
with the film industry, ‘that the mo- 
tion picture industry is an activity 
essential in certain instances to the 
national health, safety and interest 
and on other instances to war pro- 
duction.’ Directions were  for- 
warded from Washington to General 
Donovan, State Director of Selective 
Service in Sacramento, California, 
to apply this ruling if deferment is 
sought by Hollywood studios for the 
retention of men ‘who cannot be re- 
placed because of the shortage of 
persons of their qualifications and 
skill and whose removal would 
cause a serious loss of effectiveness. 











McCarey Sets Up Shop 


Sacramento, Feb. 10. 


Leo McCarey Productions, Inc., 
was granted papers to produce mo- 
tion pictures, radio and television 
shows and to trade in theatres, 
stories and other phases of the show 
business, j 


Company is permitted to issue 2,- 
500 shares of no-par stock. In ad- 
dition to McCarey, the directors of 
the corporation are Lloyd Wright, 
Hershel B. Green and Charles E. 
Milliken. 








[ATSE Favors a Wartime No-Strike 
Policy; Front-of-House Org. Move 








The International Alliance of The- 
|atrical Stage Employees is in accord 


; three more years, while cameramen 
|are grouped in Local 659 of the IA. 


Cartoon is seven and a half min-| with the wartime no-strike policy | Local 659 recently settled on a new 
utes of hilarious earnestness, start- | and, except for unseen emergencies, | deal retroactive to last July 1 and 


ing off with choice nonsence and 
ending on a note of high patriotism. 
No other form of expression can 
match in effectiveness this combina- 
tion of animated cartoon. 

‘The New Spirit’ is being dis- 
tributed without compensation by 
National Screen Service, Inc., and is 


booked free to exhibitors, who are | 


urged to comply promptly with ship- 
ping instructions in order that every 
theatre will show the film within the 
next four weeks. Flin. 


FAR EAST COMMAND 


RKO release of March of Time production 
Previewed in Projection Room, N. Y.; run- 
t i] MINS. 


ning 





With U.S. forces currently engaged 


mainly on the Far East battlefront, 
10,000 miles away from N.Y., these 
up-to-minute shots of the Malaya- 


Singapore war zone are as timely as 
a war bulletin—and definite box- 
office. Because so many spots men- 


| tioned in today’s news are indicated 
{in this gripping story from the South 


| being fought by forces in Malaya and | 
| elsewhere in and about Singapore is 


Pacific, little drab footage occurs in 

the military story punched up by 

typical M. of T. narration. 
Importance of the delaying action 


emphasized. The vital war needs, 
such as rubber, tin and petroleuy, 
coveted by the Axis in their war 
effort, are shown to indicate that 
Japan is gambling everything on 
the speed of its present blitz in the 
Pacific. How the fighting Anzacs 


| may prove the decisive factor also is 





The Walt Disney | 


stressed. Imperative need for speed 
in getting reinforcements and sup- 
plies to this front concludes the sub- 
ject. Slick camera work and expert 
editing make it measure up to finest 
of March of Time releases. Wear. 


SOLDIERS IN WHITE 


Warner Bros. production and release, Di- 
rected by B Reeves: screenplay, Owen 
Crump; with W. T. Orr, John Litel, Eleanor 
Parker, Ray Montgomery, Michael Ames: 
in color. Previewed in N. Y. Projection 
Room. Running time, 20 MINS, 








How essential the Medical Corps is 
to the successful operation of the 
U.S. Army is deftly put over in this 


patriotic short, but still manages to | 


be outstanding, compact entertain- 
ment. Title fails to convey what a 
swift-moving story has been crowded 
into the two reels—hence, it will 
have to be sold by exhibitors. Rates 
as topflight briefie for any type au- 
dience. 

Plot relates how a hospital staff 
head resigns to serve in the Army 
medical corps. A pretty nurse, who 
always has admired him, volunteers 


to go along while her pestiferous 
sweetheart lands in the Army via 
the draft route. Lad asks for trans- 


|does not look for any trouble for 
|the duration, Richard F. Walsh, 
| president, stated during the past 
| week on his return from Miami fol- 
lowing an executive board meeting. 
|The board endorsed this policy of 
ithe IA, 

The’ recently-elected president 
alsc revealed that he will not stand 
having any local of the IA not liv- 
ing up to its contractual obligations 
with the employer or its charter ob- 
ligations to the IA. As result of 
this stand, Walsh suspended the 
charter of the exchange workers’ 
local at Indianapolis pending an in- 
vestigation to determine whether 
members of that union or its officers 


are at fault in arbitrarily deciding 
how -many reels should be inspected 
daily. Walsh stated that this pro- 


vision is not a part of the contract 
and that aciually it kas been im- 
possible to determine what is a rea- 
sonable minimum or maximum num- 
ber of reels for an exchange em- 
ployee to inspect. 
Because of difficulty on 
of all exchange workers’ locals in 
setting deals, excepting in Omaha 
where no problem was encountered, 


the part 


the guidance of the IA kas been 
asked for. The so-called ‘backroom 
help’ has asked for increases in the 
various exchange centers ranging 
from 10 to as high as 50° while 
the distributors are offering a 5° 
boost. The old contract ran out 
Dec. 1, affecting around 3,000 em- 
ployees. 
ASC Charter 
Other matters receiving the at- 


tention of Walsh at the moment in- 
|clude the application of the Amer- 


|ican Society of Cinematographers for | 


a separate charter. While this has 
{not been granted, Walsh denies that 
ithe request has been turned down. 
|He thinks he can satisfactorily ad- 
|just the matter and will go to Hol- 
‘lywood shortly to delve into it. 

The ASC is made up of directors 
of photography who do not touch 
cameras but with whom the studios 
have a separate deal running for 


= to the Medical Corps, where he 
resents Army life and everything 
{connected with it until accidentally 
injured. Then he sees the light after 





said Medical Corps chief cites the | 


great things that the army medicos 
have achieved in the past. 

Perfect color, snug direction and 
superb performances all contribute 
ito the excellence of this film 

Wear. 


| which extends to Jan, 1, 1944. Re- 

ports-had been that the IA had 
ifirmly denied a separate charter to 
'the ASC, leaving them no alterna- 
|tive but to hook up with Local 659 
|if desiring to come under the IA 
| roof. 


| The election of Carl Cooper to a 
vice presidency of the IA, filling the 
vacancy caused when Walsh moved 
up to the president’s chair, was with 
a view to giving Hollywood repre- 
sentation on the board, according 
to Walsh. Cooper, a representative 
of the IA on the Coast who attended 
the recent N.Y. labor negotiating 
huddles, carries a card in Local 80, 
grips, in Hollywood. Years ago he 
was production carpenter with 
‘Abie’s Irish Rose’ (legit) in N.Y. 
Front-of-the-House 


On the agenda of the IA and/| 
likely to be discussed at the district 
meeting of southern locals in Hous- 
ton March 17 as well as at the IA 
annual convention to be held June 
1, is a movement to organize front- 
of-the-house theatre employees in all 
parts of the country where they are | 
not now organized, including Great- | 
er New York. The IA objective in- 
cludes ticket takers, cashiers, door- 
men, ushers, etc., but does no take 
in managers, assistants and treas- | 
urers who are presently being or- | 
ganized in N.Y. by the Entertain- | 
ment, Exhibition and Exposition | 
Employees union. Walsh states that | 
front-of-the-house workers are well 
organized in Philadelphia, Pitts- | 
| burgh, other parts of Pennsylvania, | 
Chicago, in various parts of New | 
York state and elsewhere with about | 
180 locals so far in existence. 


Walsh stated he and Louis Krouse, 
general secretary-treasurer, planned 
to hold the annual convention in 
New Orleans June 1, but cannot get 
accommodations there and so far are 
}unsettled on a substitute city. 


In addition to doing everything to | 
maintain labor peace during the | 
‘war, the IA is urging all its locals 
to buy defense bonds and in some 
|eases where locals have subscribed 
to amounts which the IA believes is 
too low, it has asked them to dig 
deeper into their funds. IA itself 
ijhas purchased $50,000 in bonds, 
while Local 306, New York opera- 
|tors, has subscribed to the same 
amount. Local No. 1, N. Y. stage- 
hands, has bought $20,000 in bonds, 
while Loca! No. 4, Brooklyn, has 
purchased $10,000 worth. i 





| 





| mades. 


| He will headquarter at 
| offices of the IA and work on any 


| years, 
| last December when Herman Gelber 


SAG Wants No Special Preference: 
Also Votes Support to Douglas 





Hollywood, Feb. 10. 

Screen actors want no special 
preference from draft boards, despite 
order of such consideration by Gen- 
eral Lewis B. Hershey, Selective 
Service Director, it was announced 
last night (Mon.) following meeting 
of Screen Actors Guild directors. 
The following statement was issued: 

‘Screen Actors Guild took no part 
in requesting that the Motion Pic. 
ture Industry be classified specially 
for draft. It does not agree with 
classification. It believes actors and 
everyone else in picture industry 
should be subject to same rules for 
draft as rest of country.’ 

Board also rallied to support of 
Melvyn Douglas and dispatched the 
following wire to Dean James Landis 
commending the actor’s appointment: 
‘In the last war Melvyn Douglas ran 
away from home to enlist in the 
army and to contribute what he 
could to his country. In this war, 
Melvyn Douglas is giving up lucra- 
tive screen employment to work 
without pay coordinating use of 
creative talent to help sell Victory 
Bonds, to carry on public informa- 
tion work and otherwise aid war 
effort. Actors have done great deal 
in war effort and want to do more. 

‘They have contributed their time 
and talent without stint to war en- 
tertainment activities since Pearl 
Harbor; they have sold millions of 
dollars worth of Victory Bonds; they 
have raised large sums for Red 
Cross, infantile paralysis fund, and 
other war and humanitarian agen- 
cies. Defense agency which Douglas 
will head will coordinate further use 
of talents of actors, writers, directors, 
graphic artists and others. 

‘In appointment of Douglas, OCD 
appointed a man with kind of experi- 
ence needed to do the job. While 
some congressmen have been getting 
publicity by making insulting re- 
marks about actors, the actors have 
been working to win this war. As 
long as there are war jobs to do, 
actors will do them. One of our 
number showed the spirit of actors 
when she carried on her Govern- 
ment’s assignments at the cost of her 
life. She might have stayed home, 
but that is not the actor’s way—not 
the American way.’ 











Film Reviews 


Continued from page 





Melodias De America 





after the singer is persuaded to join 
studio. 

Miss Marlowe, who has become 
leading player in local films, is cast 
as an American, doing her burlesque 
of a rich Yanqui who wants to get 
in the films. She uses Spanish gen- 
erally but occasionally breaks into 
English and sings one number, ‘Swing 
America,’ in English. 

Hot rhumba number by Bola de 
Nieve (Snowball), Cuban sepia star, is 
excellent as well as the dance episode 
with Carmen Brown. Mojica sings 
several songs fairly well, but his act- 
ing is affected, as is that of several 
of the other featured players whom 
Director Eduardo Morera occasion- 
ally lets run away with the story. 
Maria Santos, Jose Ramirez and Pe- 
dro Quartucci, in comedy roles, han- 
died parts well, but some of the 
dialog is fairly weak. 

Scene on the Argentine pampa, 
shots of Rio and B.A., native dances 











|and songs all help give the film va- 


riety, and camera is never allowed 40 
stay overlong at one place, a fault 
which. often slows down national- 
Sound above average and 
sets by Ralph Pyppier are excellent. 
Ray. 





Joe Basson’s Special 


Rep Spot With IATSE 


Joseph D. Basson, former presi- 
dent of Local 306, New York opera- 
tors, has been brought into the 
International Alliance of Theatrical 
Employees on a permanent basis as 
a special representative of the union. 
the N. Y. 


assignment delegated to him by Rich- 
ard F. Walsh, IA president, which 
very likely will include any matters 
pertaining to Local 306 in which 
the IA takes a hand. 

Basson, president of 306 for six 
was defeated for re-election 
won out by margin of 


votes, 


a narrow 
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Info On Defense Shorts 





To meet requests of exhibitors, ‘Variety’ lists herewith the titles and 
brief summaries of defense film shorts and trailers available in all 
exchange cities and authorized by the Motion Picture Industry War 


Activities Committee, 1501 Broadw 
Bookers in all branch offices are i 
distributors. 


‘Power for Defense,’ National Defense Commission; 16 mins. 


ay, New York. 
informed of the individual territorial 


Shows 


how Tennessee Valley power is used to turn wheels of defense indus- 


tries. 
‘Army Recruiting Trailers,’ War 


Dept.; 1 min. Twelve in this series. 


Calls attention to need for skilled recruits. 


‘Calling All Werkers,’ 
Service; less than 2 mins. 
employables. 


‘America Preferred,’ U. S. Treasury; 4 mins. 


urging purchase of war bonds and 
‘Seven Tags,’ Treasury Dept. 


minute calling. attention to defense bond and savings stamps. 


tacking to end of a feature film. 
‘Where Do We Go? 


tary forces. 


‘Bits and Pieces,” OEM; 3 mins. Emphasizes the importance of sub- 
contracting armament orders, using 12,000 parts needed in airplane 


motor as example. 
‘America Builds Ships,’ 


‘Army in Overalls,’ 
Civilian Conservation Corps 
ranges, etc. 


‘Bomber,’ OEM; 10 mins. Outline production of a leading type 
medium bomber used by U. S. Army. Commentary written by Car] 


Sandburg. 


‘From Pots to Planes,’ OEM; 3 mins. How scrap aluminum was col- 
lected and converted into fighting planes. 

‘Women in Defense,’ OEM; listed only as a short. 
women in defertse, with commentary written by Mrs. Eleanor Roose- 
velt and narrated by Katharine Hepburn. 

‘Red Cross Trailer,’ Red Cross; 2 mins. 


Fund. 


‘Safeguarding Military Information,’ 
Originally made for the U. S. War Department as a training film, it 
has been placed in theatrical distribution since America’s entry into 
the war in order to warn civilians against careless statements that 
might aid saboteurs and enemy agents. 

‘Tanks,’ Emergency Management Film Unit; 10 mins. 
duction of medium tanks in a great U. S. arsenal, testing, firing ana 
Narrated by Orson Welles. 

‘Food For Freedom,’ OEM; 3 mins. 
stresses need for all-out agricultural program to maintain health of 
American citizens and as further aid to Britain. 

‘Any Bonds Today,’ Warner Bros, for Treasury Dept.; 
Bunny and ‘playmates’ sing this patriotic song against background of 


final shipment to theatres of war. 


Spirit of '76. In color. 


‘The New Spirit,’ Walt Disney; 8 mins. 
gling with intricacies of his income tax statement and stresses the 
necessity of paying taxes promptly and cheerfully. 


at request of U. S. Treasury Dept. 


Social Security Board and National Screen 
Points up federal census of unemployed 


Trailer made by Metro 
savings stamps. 


Trailers, al) running less than one 


Fatal Theatre Shooting By 


Negro Doorman in St. L. 


St. Louis, Feb. 10. 

Crashing the door at the Roose- 
velt, a 5c Negro flicker house in the 
local Harlem district, last week re- 
sulted in a fight and the fatal shoot- 
ing of the crasher, Cleve Edwards, 
27, a Negro porter. Held on a homi- 
cide charge for the action of the 
grand jury is James Johnson, Negro 
doorman who was nabbed by cops as 
he stood with a smoking gat over 
Edwards’ body. To the cops John- 
son said the trouble started when 
Edwards refused to pay the jitney 
admish fee, strode into the theatre 
and began a fight when ordered out. 

The fisticuffs continued onto the 
sidewalk where Johnson claims Ed- 
wards drew a four-inch bladed 


’, U.S.O.; Less than 2 mins. Trailer made to pro- 
mote drive for funds needed to improve recreational facilities of mili- 


OEM; 4 mins. 
yards as U. S. builds vast merchant marine. 
OEM; 3 mins. 
in preparing 


For at- | knife and threatened him. Johnson 
retreated to the theatre lobby and 
from a candy case got the gat. He 
said he fired twice at Edwards’ feet 
to stop him and when this warning 
failed fired four more times directly 
at him. Although hit by three bul- 
lets Edwards ran 50 feet before col- 
lapsing. When cops frisked Ed- 
wards’ pockets at the morgue they 
found $1.50. The house is owned 
and operated by Christ Zotos. 


KAUFMAN AND DEAN 
SCORE ONLY 1 POINT 


Louis Kaufman and Nick Circella 
(Nick Dean), former executives of 


the International Alliance of Theatri- 
cal Stage Employees who are 
charged With extorting over $1,000,- 
000 from four film companies under 
threats of calling a strike, won only 
one question out of 11 they wanted 
the Government to answer. A bill 
of particulars had been submitted to 
the Government in January, and 
Judge Samuel H. Rifkind, in hand- 
ing down his decision yesterday 
(Tuesday) in N. Y. federal court, 
ruled the Government must tell the 
defendants in what other places out- 
side of N. Y. state the overt acts 
charged took place. 
Other questions asked, 
were not granted, were where the 
defendants conspired together; where 


Portrays activities in ship 


Summarizes the activities of 
landing fields, artillery 





Partly played by 





Appeal for $50,000,000 War 


Research Council; 10 mins. 


Depicts pro- 


Film, using British illustrations, 


2 mins. Bugs 


Shows Donald Duck strug- 


Made by Disney 
In color. 








4NEW VARIETY 
CLUB TENTS 
PENDING 


Showmen in four cities are inter- 
ested in establishing new Variety 





Clubs, with the request for a fran- | 


chise for a Chicago tent getting the 
nod from John Harris, 
Chief Barker. 


New Orleans. 


Preliminary discussions are under | formed into a current Broadway hit | 


way in New Haven where a gen- 
eral meeting is scheduled around 





Feb. 18 when Harris is expected to | 


attend and meet with the organizers. 
Paul Short, assistant general chair- 
man of the ‘Hey Rube’ drive, will 
visit New Orleans this week to speed 
discussions leading to the applica- 
tion for a charter, 

Renewed Tent activity in, Omaha 
and Kansas City is also reported. 


a 

















M-G-M 
TITLE 
CHANGE! 


New Title: 


“NAZI 
AGENT” 


(Trade-shown under 


the title of “Salute to 
Courage” ) 


hee 














|in December 


they used force and violence; the 


Sally Benson Goes 
With Her New Yorker 


Stories to Metro 


the nature of the restraint placed on 
the film indus stry; how such threats 
if carried out could have destroyed | 
the industry; which victims were 





eon place. 
Metro last week purchased the; The U. S. charges Circella, alias 
series of 12 New Yorker stories| Nick Dean, of the Chicago branch 


known as ‘Meet Me in St. Louis’ and| of the I[ATSE, and Kaufman, of the 


signed the author, Sally Benson, to| Newark Local, with extorting the 
work on the screenplay. Group of| money from Paramount, Warner 


yarns is said to be something of a/| 
midwestern ‘Life with Grandfather.’ | 
Seven of the stories have already ap- | 
peared in the New Yorker and, fol- | 


bd ? 
lowing the other five, ind. fol-) Horwitz Theatres 


Bros., 20th-Fox and Loew’s 


» National | House will issue them as a book | : 
Other cities inter-| iss Benson is best known for her Estate In the Middle 


ested are New Haven, Seattle and | ‘Junior 





but which | 
| ally taking one side or the other as a 


nature of the alleged threats made; | 


- 


End of the First Year of Arbitration 
Finds Exhibitors Not So Anxious 
To File Complaints Vs. Distribs 


Following a year of arbitration of 





Cost of cases and time required, 


film disputes between exhibitors aid, especially on appeals taken, is an- 
distributors under the consent de- | ther factor involved. 
| Exhibitors have no complaint 


cree signed by five major companies, 
y d P {against arbitration as administered 


exhibs remain unexpectedly aloof, iby the American Arbitration Assn., 
from availing themselves of the elab-| which has been very careful in se- 
orate machinery set up to grant them |!ecting arbitrators and with main- 
taining the system on a strictly im- 


|relief under clearance, 





coerced into paying; and the times | 
| and places all these alleged acts took | 


| 


inothing to do all 


| Board has also been negligible, 
17 decisions rendered to date. | reel representatives. 





Miss’ stories in the New 
Yorker, which have been trans- ; 
Houston, Feb. 10. 
considered highly likely of sale to Legal action to decide control over | 


film | the Horwitz theatres is being held | 

RKO last week paid around $6,000 | here in local courts, with no de- 
for an English mystery novel ‘The | cision being reached as yet. W. P. 
Crime of Laura Sarelle. by Joseph | Siemnblewn, executor of the Will} 
Shearing. Reeves Espy will produce | Horwitz estate, moved in to oper- 


> 7 he > b - 
with Maureen O'Hara tentatively set | 4te the theatres on the death re 
cently of Horwitz. 


to star. 
Metro is also understood to be pur- | R. J. O'Donnell, v.p. and g.m. of 
chasing ‘Some Portion of Paradise.’ | Intersté ite Theatres with which 


and 
filed in- 


affiliated, 
the theatres, 


| Horwitz was 
directors of 


by Martha Cheavens. It appeared 
Cosmopolitan. 


‘Cross-Channel.’ on which Metro/|junction suits secking to prevent 
made a bid that was turned down.|}Hamblem from a ng control] of 
has been purchased by the SEPost he house Hamblem filed counter- 
It’s by Helen MaclInnes, who junction suits seeking to prevent 


othe: 








other | 


authored ‘Above Suspicion,’ now be- | the group from assuming con- 
ing filmed by Metro trol. 

Price of $10,000 has been quoted 
to David O. Selznick and 20th-Fox 
on ‘This is Neda Marsh,’ a two-part Record Charity B. 0. 
serial by Joseph and Adeline Marx, 
which appeared in Good Housekeep- Lees C ontinued from page | 


ing gre he Two gage: — Square Garden 
SO” “ ave refused to mee \charity affair for 
Pore ee ene OF ae |Navy Relief. He finally 


Pix Want Dinah Sines 


Dinah Shore is being sought by | 
Metro and RKO to star in her own | 
picture, with production to take | . 
place this summer. In each case a | by the USO-Camp Shows, Inc. setup 
one-picture deal is under discus-| Last Dee. 15 it was suggested at 
sion. Eddie Cantor program, on| USO-CSI that a benefit show be 
which the singer is featured, goes | Staged to implement the Joe Louis- 
off for the summer, as does her Sun-| Buddy Baer match as a means of 
day night series for the same spon- | raising $100, 000 for Navy Relief. At 
sor, Bristol-Myers, so she would be | that meeting it was suggested that 
free to go to the Coast for a film | Winchell would be des irable to head 
assignment. | the enterprise. 

Singer goes into the Wedgewood | Winchell left Monday (9) for Hol- 
room of the Waldorf-Astoria, N. Y.,| lywood to line up celeb talent there 
tomorrow night (Thursday) | He will be gone two weeks. 


event be a jointly 


withdrew 





: 
|failed to meet with 
asm. 

Winchell himself was injected into 


sponsorship of the Navy Relief show 


Army as well as | 


from the picture after his proposal | 
much enthusi- | 





some run, 
etc. Arbitration ended its first year 
last week. 


In addition to expressing displeas- 
ure over the whole decree and arbi- 
tration, many exhibs are reported re- 
luctant to bring complaints for fear 
of reprisals in one form or another. 
Even if winning a case and perhaps 
obtaining better clearance, they are 
afraid in. many eases of disturbing 
their relations with distributors and 
thus seek to work out their own 
problems in their own way. Where 
a case is lost, then also the more ap- 
prehensive operator feels that the 
distrib might be ired by the fact an 
effort was made to embarrass the 
seller. 


Not only the distributor is affected 
in arbitration proceedings but almost 
invariably another exhib is involved 
and in numerous cases such opposi- 
tion operators have intervened in 
disputes and, where awards were un- 
favorable to them, taken appeals. 


Peace, It’s Wonderful 


The average exhib tries to main- 
tain the best possible relations with 
the distrib furnishing him film as 
well as with the theatre across the 
street or in the next block because 
bad blood between exhibs doesn’t get 
so hot unless court or arbitration 
action is taken to stir it up. For this 
reason, most theatre operators and 
managers try to keep their argu- 
ments and opposition problems to 
themselves, with a distrib occasion- 


means of preserving some sense of 
peace. 

While distribs assertedly welcomed 
| the filing of complaints by exhibs 
,and hundreds were expected even 
for the first six months of arbitra- 
ition, ouly 168 were filed during 
the entire first year, with managers 
of tribunals and arbitrators in some 
exchange keys having had virtually 
that time. How- 
have been settled 

The 
before the 


ave >- 
prior 
cases 


many cases 

to hearings. 
brought Appeals 
with 
only 


| 





number of | 


partial basis. 


NEWSREELS GET 
CUEONU.S. WAR 
COVERAGE 


Newsreel editors huddled in N. Y. 
last Friday (6) with Claude Collins, 
industry newsreel liaison representa- 
tive; a spokesman for the Lowell Mel- 
lett office and reps of the U.S. Army 
and Navy, to settle future assign- 
ments of newsreel cameramen in the 
war zones. The five U. S: newsreels 
already have eight photographers 
and outfits assigned, but four ad- 


ditional ones shortly will get assign- 
ments as part of the roto coverage 
decided on by American military au- 
thorities. Each newsreel is entitled 
to footage taken by any and all of 
these assigned newsreel men. 








The American newsreels now have 
two men in Ireland, one in Panama, 
two in Hawaii .nd three on roving 
assignments attached to naval ves- 
sels at sea. Iceland, the actual fight- 
ing front in the South Pacific and 
East Indies, and South America 
likely will be consicered for future 
cameramen assignments. 

Under stipulations outlined so far, 
the newsreel cameramen must be in 
uniform, live under conditions sim- 
ilar to commissioned officers and 
every newsreel film will be rotoed 
by the War Department Bureau of 
Public Relations. Similar setup ex- 
ists under the U. S. Navy control. 
And every foot of material is cen- 
sored by the U. S. military sources 
before being released to the news- 
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Bond's Suits, McAn Shoes Reflect 


Predicament of Retail Advertisers; 


Both Cut Radio Campaigns 


Recent buying rush of the public 
on articles of wear and household 
goods has begun to take a heavy 
tool on local advertising, according 
to reports that have been drifting 
into the New York offices of station 
reps during the past week. Local 
merchants, the reports indicate, have 
decided to either cancel or sharply 
curtail their advestising until they 
have been able to replace stocks. 

Two outstanding instances of this 
description in the New York area 
last week concerned Tom McAn 
Shoes and Bond Clothes. Both ac- 
counts ordered their radio cam- 
paigns to be cut immediately in half. 
The two retail chains explained that 
the buying of the past six weeks 
has cut their stocks to the point 
where they are unable to take care 
of requested sizes and that they had 
come to the conclusion that it would 
be better to tone down their bally- 
hoo for trade than chance the crea- 
tion of ill-will among disappointed 
customers. 

An insight into Bond’s present 
predicament may be obtained from 
the fact that whereas the chain’s 
main Broadway store has been ac- 
customed to carrying 32,000 suits at 
one time, the stock last Saturday (7) 
was down to around 10,000 suits. 
Whatever copy the Bond chain uses 
on the air during the next few 
weeks the stress will be on the 
company’s picture for the coming 
spring. Consumers will be assured 
that they will be able to get the 
same quality in woolens, the same 
styles and the usual two pair of 
pants. 


Yale News Spends $500 
To Sponsor Broadcast 
Of Swimming Event 








New Haven, Feb. 10. 


Yale -Michigan collegiate cham- 
pionship swimming meet Feb. 21 at 
Ann Arbor will be broadcast by 
WELI with Yale Daily News as 
sponsor. Student paper wil! stand 
mot only line charges for 90-minute 
stroke-by-stroke report but will pay | 
expenses of trip of Phil Buxbaum, 
Jr., WELI sportscaster. Estimated 
eost about $500 over-all. 

Local swimming enthusiasts con- 
tributing to News fund. 





Peter Grant Called Up 


Cincinnati, Feb. 10. 

Peter Grant, chief of Crosley’s 
staff of announcers, underwent 
physical examination for the Army. 
Six months ago he received tempo- 
rary deferment from his draft board. 

Lowell Watts, livestock specialist 
of WLW, has enlisted in the Army 
Air Corps. 





Users Vs. Donors 





Hollywood, Feb. 10. 
Recenty named a blood donor 
captain of the Red Cross, Paul 
Rickenbacher, talent buyer for 
J. Walter Thompson, made a 
pitch among his radio acquaint- 
ances last week and came up 
with the following entries: do- 
nations 5; request for blood, 17. 
In the latter group were most- 
ly radio writers and producers. 








Gruenberg, Maynard Aides 
To Wilfred Roberts, NBC; 
Nussbaum’s Tag at Blue 


Axel Gruenberg and George May- 
nard have been appointed assistants 
to Wilfred Roberts, production head 
of NBC-Red (WEAF). Gruenberg 
will handle dramatic production and 
Maynard musical shows. Howard 
Nussbaum has been named assistant 
to Harry Frazee, production chief for 
the Blue network (WJZ). 

Besides Gruenberg and Maynard, 
the Red production staff includes 
Lester O’Keefe, Lester Vail, Jack 
Meakin, Ted Corday, Joe Daly, Bruce 
Kamman, Tony Leader, Paul Du- 
mont, Eddie Dunham, William 
Sweets, James Haupt, Dan Sutter, 
William Wilgus and Lee Jones, the 
latter producing recorded programs. 


In addition to Nussbaum, the Blue 
staff includes Joe Bell, Cyril Arm- 
brister, Norman Dicken, Devere En- 
gelbach, Aldo J. Ghizalbert, Gene 
Hamilton, Richard Leonard, Roy 
Lockwood, William L. Marshall, Ed- 
ward Pola, Frank Shinn, Charles 
Warburton, Ed Whitney, Fred Weihe, 
Madge Tucker and Robert Tormey. 


Another producer is to be added to 
the Red staff to fill the vacancy 
caused by the resignation of Art 
Hanna, who this week joined the 
Blackett-Sample-Hummert agency. 
Joe Thompson, who is now tempo- 
rarily a member of the Red produc- 
tion staff after being drafted and 
then mustered out of the service, will 
probably go back into the Army or 
take a job with the National Assn. 


| of Broadcasters, in Washington. 





Jack Henry of WBRY Is 


Secretary to Congressman 


Waterbury, Conn., Feb. 10. 


Jack Henry, studio director of 
WBRY, goes to Washington this 
week as secretary to Congressman- 
elect Joseph E. Talbot, Connecticut’s 
first Republican Representative in 
many years. 

Walter O. Howard ups from pro- 





duction staff to head program de- 
 ehescanany of WBRY during Henry’s 
absence. 





Arthur Garfield Hays Opposes Stand 


Of Morris Ernst on Newspapers 


Washington, Feb. 10. 

People in towns with only one 
radio station and a single newspaper 
are kept sufficiently abreast of world 
goings-on, the FCC has been told.by 
witnesses produced by the publisher- 
broadcaster group. At the same 
time, more testimony was offered 
about the validity of any rule which 
the regulators might adopt pro- 
hibiting communal interests between 
the two media. 


Surprise appearance was made by 
Arthur Garfield Hays, the militant 
counsei for the American Civil Lib- 
erties’ Union. His ideas were dia- 
metrically opposite those of his 
buddy in arms, Morris Ernst, who 
appeared months ago as a Commis- 
sion witness to holster the idea that 
the press and radio industries should 
be fenced off so the people would 
have different means of ascertain- 
ing what goes on in the world. 

A newspaper has the same right 
to go on the air as a preacher, a 


theatre, or a department store, Hays ! 


: iliac iene ee oe 





declared. Restriction against the 
publishers would interfere with free 
speech. He opined that a ‘very 
| fundamental’ question of free speech 
is presented by the bare suggestion 
of drawing caste lines. The monop- 
oly issue is something else again, he 
added, because ‘it is hard to see how 
democracy can survive if there is 
discrimination among people be- 
cause of their economic interest.’ 
The A.C.L.U. veteran crusader con- 
tended the FCC cannot consider 
other economic interests or predilec- 
tions in passing on applications. 
Rights of publishers to have radio 
connections also were defended by 
college professors. Dr. Paul Lazars- 
feld, of Columbia University, and Dr. 
Frederick §. Seibert, of Illinois 
University, registered opinions that 
the newspaper industry is  well- 
qualified to serve ‘public interest, 
convenience and necessity,’ denied 
there would be any economic or so- 
cial or political injuries from con- 





tinuance of press-radio relations, 
and echoed Hays’ free speech idea. 


G. W. JOHNSTONE MAKES 
REPLY TO OBOLER 


New York. 
Editor, ‘Variety’: 





In the current issue of ‘Variety’ 
(Feb. 4) on page 3, in a letter ad- 
dressed to you by Arch Oboler, he 
writes ‘Johnstone. ...prematurely re- 
leased publicity on Garbo.’ 

In ‘Daily Variety’ of Hollywood— 
issue of Jan. 9—is a story stating that 
Miss Garbo would participate in the 
Mareh of Dimes program of Jan. 24. 
Also in ‘Variety’—issue of Jan. 16— 
page 1 with a Hollywood date line is 
a story captioned ‘Garbo On Air As 
Salute To Roosevelt.’ 


Both of the above stories were given 
to Jack Hellman of your Hollywood 
staff by Arch Oboler in the presence 
of our Hollywood radio representa- 
tive who wired me on January 9th 
as follows: 

‘For Publicity January 14th 
broadcast talent includes Garbo 
making appeal in first radio ap- 
pearance, also Crosby, Hope, 
Spencer Tracy, Charlie McCar- 
thy, Dietrich, Mary Martin, 
Diana Durbin, Charlie Chaplin, 
William Powell, Warner Baxter, 
Ronald Colman, Olivia de Havil- 
land, Thomas Mitchell, Merry 
Macs and Dennis Day. Gordon 
Jenkins director orchestra of 50 
and chorus of 16. QOboler writ- 
ing, producing.’ 


Publicity was released from our 
New York office on the basis of the 
above wire, which, you will note, 
made no mention of ‘tentative’ as 
Oboler also states in his letter to 
you. 

G. W. Johnstone. 
Ex-Chairman, Radio Division, 
Committee for the Celebration of 
the President’s Birthday. 
Now—Director of News & Spec. 
Features, Blue Network. 





(Oboler is all—Ed.) 


DOG FOOD IN 
PRIORITIES 
EXIT - 


NBC Network has lost its first ac- 
count as the result of priorities. 
With an embargo imposed on using 
cans for dog food, John Morrell & 
Co. (Red Heart Dog Food) has can- 
celled its Sunday matinee program 
which features Bob Becker and his 
dog stories. The series has been on 
the network intermittently for seven 
years. 

Other packers with food 
brands have likewise reacted to the 
ban by ordering a halt to their spot 
campaigns. Those dog food manu- 
facturers whose product labels carry 
the legend, ‘Fit for human consump- 
tion,’ are still trying to prevail upon 
Washington authorities to make 
them exceptions to the rule on the 
ground that the stuff has become a 
staple table item for very low in- 
come groups in the South. 


ANNE NICHOLS’ PARTY 


Corned Beef Soiree Held at Gal- 
lagher’s in New York 








1 
dog 








Stage, screen and radio casts of 
‘Abie’s Irish Rose’ and the H. W. 


Kastor agency tendered a dinner 
party last Thursday (5) at Gal- 
lagher’s chop house, N. Y., with 


Anne Nichols, author of the ex- 
champ run comedy, the guest of 
honor. ‘Abie’ is now running serially 
over the NBC Red network Saturday 
evenings, sponsored by P. & G. 

Around 200. guests were on hand, 
including a number of out-of-town 
radio editors who were introduced. 
Event was held on the club floor of 
the cafe, it being a corned beef and 
cabbage party (understood to be 
the first time that Gallagher’s ever 
served that dish). Party was appro- 
priately spotted, for the place has 
an ‘Abie’s Irish Rose’ restaurateur- 
ship, Helen Gallagher, for whom the 
‘fe is named, being married to Jack 
Solomon, who was the general host. 

Arrangements were handled by 
Tom Fizdale and his aide Marge 
Kerr with NBC’s cooperation. 





Iika Chase will address town Talks 
Club of Junior League in Wichita, 





Kan., Wed. (11). 


; nhouncers, 





Ontario Travel Series On Blue 
Despite Tire Prohibition In US.; 
Stoopnagle Will Again M.C. 





Farmer, Spare the Plow 


Longview, Texas, Feb. 10. 
Texas farmers in this area are 
taking the food shortage situa- 
tion too seriously. One plowed 
so close to KFRO transmitter that 
a row of 20 copper ground radials 
was torn up before the engi- 
neer on duty could stop him. 
Entire engineering staff spent 
the rest of the day splicing, 
welding and burying ground 
wires plowed up. 


KIRO Pacts with IBEW 
For Announcers, KOMO 
Now in Union Dicker 


Seattle, Feb. 10. 

KIRO has signed a contract with 
Local 77, International Brotherhood 
of Electrical Workers, covering an- 
Scale is $55 per week for 
journeymen; $40 for beginners, $45 
after. three months, $50 after six 
months. Spielers will receive extra 
pay for all commercials between 5 
and 11 p.m. and one day off for 
each holiday worked. This in addi- 
tion to regular two weeks vacation 
with pay. 

Contract with KOMO-KJR is in 
final stages of negotiation, and calls 
for $50 scale for all commercials on 
and off.shift. All contracts call for 
closed shop. 

Announcers at KFPY, Spokane, 
have signed up, and business agent 
Leo Moen is in Spokane this week 
to complete negotiations with the 
management of the station. 














IBEW’s Deal With WAVE 
Louisville, Feb. 10. 

First contract between WAVE and 
the A.B.T. Local No. 1286, 1.B.E.W. 
was negotiated Wednesday (4) and 
signed by officials of the local and 
the station. William S. Blanton, 
WHAS technician, stated that con- 
tract provides substantial increases 
in pay retroactive to Jan. 1, for staff 
technicians of the station. Nate 
Lord, WAVE manager, conducted 
negotiations for the station, and 
Blanton and John Haefer repre- 
sented the local. 

The technician group is now 
negotiating a contract with WINN. 
Town’s other two stations, WHAS 
and WGRC have been operating un- 
der a union contract for several 
months. 





Longview, Tex.—Harold C. John- 
son, station manager of KFRO, has 
resigned to become commercial man- 
ager of KTEM, Temple, Tex. 
Thomas R. Putnam, at KFRO, will 
take over. 

Paul Horton replaces engineer 
Rudy Muckendorf, now with KRRV, 
Sherman-Vennison, 





The Blue Network and the talent 
involved last week received assur- 
ances from the Province of Ontario 
Travel Bureau that it will go 
through with the 15-week series of 
programs for which it tentatively 
committed itself last November. The 
contract which has been issued to 
the network through the Walsh 
agency of Toronto calls for the Fri- 
day 7:30 p.m. period and March 20 
as the starting date. 

When the United States entered 
the war and Washington clamped 
down an embargo on auto tires the 
Ontario authorities became dubious 
of the soundness of their American 
project. If, they reasoned, Americans 
couldn’t get tires they certainly 
wouldn’t undertake long distance 
journeys during their vacations. The 
Canadians also wandered about the 
possibility of gas rationing in the 
states. A survey made in the mean- 
time by the Ontario government de- 
veloped data that was encouraging 
and the original plan stands intact. 

Colonei Stoopnagle will head up 
the Ontario series, which will again 
originate from Toronto. Madeleine 
Carroll will be the first guestee. The 
program’s permanent vocalists, each 
Canadian, will consist of Dave 
Davies, Georgia Day and Nancy 
Douglas. The maestro is yet to be 
set. 


‘Basin Street’ May Fold; 
Twice Saved by Protests 
Of Vociferous Loyalists 





Tonight’s (Wednesday) broadcast 
of ‘Chamber Music of Lower Basin 
Street,’ marking the program’s séc- 
ond anniversary on the Blue network, 
may wash up the series. It is def- 
initely the finale in the present spot, 
9-9:30 p.m., as Bayer asperin is mov- 
ing its ‘American Melody Hour’ 
ahead from 10-10:30 to occupy that 
time. Whether ‘Basin Street’ is 
moved to another location or dropped 
altogether is still uncertain. 

Although it has never had a spon- 
sor or a good rating, ‘Basin Street’ 
has maintained a loyal, if sma]l, audi- 
ence. It has also been a good pub- 
licity-getter. NBC has twice decided 
to fold the series, but each time has 
continued it in response to listener 
agitation. 


Allistair Kyle, II, Has 


Admirers at Blue Net 


Allistair Kyle, 1l-year-old English 
actor on ‘House in the Country,’ sus- 
taining serial on the Blue, may be 
spotted as lead in a dramatic show. 

Youngster, a refugee from the Nazi 
air raids on England, made his radio 
debut on the ‘Friendship Bridge’ 
series produced by WMCA, New 
York, and shortwaved to England. 
He later was m.c. of the program. 








Mississippi Rep. Praises Fly, | 





Calls Criticism Echo of N. Y. 


Washington, Feb. 10. 





tempts to ‘regulate the industry’ in- 


After all the riding and hazing,| stead of permitting the industry to 


FCC Chairman James L. Fly heard| ‘regulate’ 
| good words about himself from an-| ® 
Rep.| time in history, the Commission is 


other staunch New Dealer. 
John E. Rankin of Mississippi, 
power-trust-hater and foe of ‘big 
business’ generally, praised the Com- 
munications Commission boss in the 
House last week as ‘a most valuable 
public servant.’ 

Opposing the idea of a special in- 
vestigation of the Commish as ad- 
vocated previously by Rep. Eugene 
E. Cox of Georgia, the Mississippian 
declared that the ‘radio trust’ is try- 
ing to get Fly’s scalp. Until ‘this 
rangy Texan began to administer 
the law without fear or favor,’ the 
alleged broadcasting industry mon- 
opoly had everything its own way, 
Rankin said. Now they’re trying to 
‘blitzkrieg’ the Commish chairman 
because he is endeavoring to ‘eveniu- 
ally end the unholy dominance of 
the industry by two New York cor- 
porations.’ 

Criticism of Fly is due to his at- 





the regulators, Rankin 
opined. He commented ‘for the first 
being run in the interest of all the 
people of the United States instead 
of in the interest of the half-dozen 
interlocking corporations best known 
as the Radio Trust.’ 


RCA’s Quarterly Dividend 


Regular quarterly dividends on 
outstanding shares of Radio Corpo- 
ration of America First Preferred 
and ‘B’ preferred stock were de- 
clared by the directorate last week. 
Divvy on the First Preferred is 8742c 
per share, maintaining the annual 
$3.50 rate, while that on the ‘B’ pre- 
ferred is $1.25 a share, regular rate 
on this stock. Dividends cover the 
quarter ending next March 31. 

The distributions will be made on 
April 1 to stockholders of record at 
the close of business March 6. 
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MacLeish Focal Point of Morale: 
Research Will Cue Programs; 


Industry Kn 


Washington, Feb. 10. 


Though not yet open for business, 
the office of facts and figures is pre- 
paring to recommend to broadcasters 
themes that should be hammered 
home to American people as part of 
psychological warfare. Machinery 
is just being set up and sometime 
will elapse before outfit starts 
throwing out suggestions. Instead 
of beating bass drum itself Federal 
government expects networks, agen- 
cies. and individual stations to as- 
sume responsibility of making peo- 
ple realize seriousness of the war. 

Advisory committee comprising 
representatives of four networks and 
several major agencies will huddle 
frequently with MacLeishers about 
tone of programs. Project is still in 
research stage which currently in- 
volves monitoring four key stations 
in different regions as part of quan- 
titative analysis of programs af- 
fecting national morale. Before con- 
crete plan is mapped government 
psychologists desire to make certain 
how much time is being devoted to 
different subjects, such as bonds and 
stamps, manpower, production, etc. 

Eventually Federal people will 
suggest broadcasters concentrate 
from week to week on different as- 
pects of war effort. Emphasis will 
be shifted as continuing research 
suggests need for wh@ping up senti- 
ment along various lines. Produc- 
tion people will be asked to stress 
particular subjects in both spensored 
and sustaining shows, Government is 
not likely to originate any packaged 
propaganda aside from _ occasional 
speeches, 

Conflict of ideas and need for con- 
sistency was behind last week’s move 
to have Archibald MacLeish give eye 
to all official oratory of cabinet of- 





ficers, commission heads, adminis- 
trators and other administration 
spokesmen. 


(Fear that a system will be estab- 
lished to throttle wartime criticism 
has been voiced by some legislators. 
At least one Republican already is 
grumbling about ‘attempt’ to stifle 
him by stalling on request for radio 
time until OFF flashed green light.) 

Dissatisfaction with propaganda 
job or both the industry and gov- 
ernment agencies flared Friday at 
huddle of N. A. B. code committee 
with W. B. Lewis. Federal attitude 
was everybody must pitch in more 
industriously to awaken the popu- 


lace and government units should 
redouble efforts to stage more in- 
teresting shows. Archibald Mac- 


Leish has assured industry he will 
stick to ‘rigid truth’ policy. 

Code committee’s chief accom- 
plishment last week was agreement 
on various recommendations for 
handling news broadcasts besides 
approving suggestions of John 
Shepard group about handling com- 
mercials, committee endorsed idea 
of more strict control over plugs in 
middle of programs. Webs and sta- 
tions should insist on right to refuse 
to break continuity and also the 
right to dictate where the puff 
comes. There was general reaffirm- 
ation that calm delivery, careful 
Verification, and serious handling 
of war news are imperative. In- 
dustry people are waiting for Mac- 
Leish to establish some priorities for 
£overnment programs. But little 
headway has been made in_ this 
direction so far. Cooperative spirit 
On part of numerous bureaucrats is 
reported from the MacLeish’ head- 
quarters prompting belief some more 
orderly system will be perfected. 

Through Lewis, industry will have 
opportunity to make suggestions 
about changes in type of govern- 
ment programs. As well as better 
Scheduling, to handle the bookings 
and keep time tables, Harry Glazer 
iS joining the OFF in capacity of 
8overnment traffic manager. George 
“aulkner, scripter Fleischman Yeast 
show is being retained on consultant 
basis, 

‘ Creation of committee on war in- 
‘Ormation including delegates from 


ow-How Esteemed 





HINES HATCHETT TO 
JOHN PEARSON C0. 


Hines Hatchett is leaving the John 
H. Perry station rep organization 
aiter five years. He will be the eas- 
tern manager of John E, Pearson, 
another station rep. 

Pearson now kas eight stations in- 
cluding KCMQ, Kansas City and 
WEW, St. Louis. Additional stations 
are expected to be added March 1. 

Hatchett was formerly general 
manager of WGAL, Lancaster, Pa. 


WHEELOCK UP 
ON FAITH 
CHARGE 


Arbitration hearing was held last 
week on the dispute between the 











American Federation of Radio 
Artists and the Ward Wheelock 
agency over a contract involving 


Vivian Holt, a radio actress. De- 
cision is expected late this week or 
early next week. Henry Jaffe han- 
dled the case fer AFRA. 

Union brought action against 
Wheelock for alleged violations of 
contract. It charges that Miss Holt 
signed the deal in good faith and 
was put to work on the ‘Martha 
Webster’ serial in the belief the con- 
tract was binding. However, 
V’heelock failed to sign the pact, 
and after a couple of weeks Miss 
Holt was dropped. 

Agency offered a settlement when 
she complained to AFRA, but the 
union seeks payment in full. It is 
claimed that Miss Holt refused other 
offers on the basis of the contract 
she believed she had with Wheelock. 


NORM CORWIN’S MEDAL 











Norman Corwin got the individu- 
al’s medal for radio from this year’s 
Advertising Awards, which is 
financed by Advertising & Selling 
Magazine. Author-director got honor 
llast Friday (6) at Waldorf-Astoria 
presentation banquet. It was based 
on his ‘Bill of Rights’ program of 
Dec. 15 entitled ‘We Hold These 
Truths.’ 

Other radio 
‘The Aldrich Family,’ 
cola and Pall Mall campaigns; 
and to Texaco for its sponsorship of 
the Metropolitan opera broadcasts 


recognitions were to 


spot 


Retired Marta Abba 
On Cleveland Station 


Cleveland, Feb. 10. 


married and living here, will play 
the lead role in Pirandello’s ‘The 
Wise’ over WGAR, Feb. 18. She re- 
tired after ‘Tovarich’ on Broadway. 

A series of plays will be produced 
and portrayed on WGAR by students 
of Western Reserve University. 





all government agencies directly 
'conducting war effort, is concrete 
istep toward more uniformity about 
'what can or should be said. This 
| unofficial directorate will advise 
|MaclLeishers what themes it feels 
/needed most, and what should be 
|soft-pedaled besides trying to keep 
ithe government team from straining 
‘in too many directions simultane- 
| ously. 





FOR ‘BILL OF RIGHTS’) 








SHOWMANSHIP BY 
FOUR NETWORKS 


‘This Is War’ Series Arranged 
and Financed by NBC, 
Blue, CBS and Mutual at 
Estimated Cost of $4,000 
Weekly — Watched for 
Hints It Will Give of What 
Government Wants Em- 
phasized in This War 





CORWIN DIRECTS 





In addition to their regular and 
usual contributions to various proj- 
ects of the Government, the four 
American networks, NBC, Blue, 
CBS and Mutual, are inaugurating 
this Saturday night (7) a special and 
unusual donation to wartime morale 
in the form of a four-network joint 
effort that will cost them around 
$4,000 & week in actual expenses. 
Some 550 member stations of the 
networks themselves will earry the 
series of programs, ‘This Is War,’ 
supplemented by any and all inde- 
pendent non-network stations that 
may wish to join the hook-up. This 
morale program will thus represent 
the nearest approach (perhaps over 
700 stations) to a ‘universal audience’ 
in broadcast history. 


Those interested in the nature and 
quality of the psychological aspects 
of this war are eagerly awaiting the 
new series for hints of the ‘line’ to 
be taken. It is felt that the col- 
laboration of private enterprise with 
Government auspices is promising 
to start with. The thematic ap- 
proach of the series is also liked 
as far as its known in advance. 

Norman Corwin is directing all 
the programs and writing the first 
one this Saturday (14). William N. 
Robson is writing the second pro- 
gram based on ‘The White House 
and the War.’ Maxwell Anderson 
will do ‘Your Navy’ and Stephen 
Vincent Benet ‘Your Army’ on suc- 
ceeding weeks. The air force will 
have a session of its own, as will 
our good neighbors in South Amer- 
ica and our allies in the United 
Nations. Clifford Odets will con- 
tribute ‘No Danger—Men at Work’ 
and Donald Ogden Stewart ‘The 
Curbstone Colonel.’ 

he special production committee, 


vv 


Research Into Kids’ Programs 
Called Unneeded and Untimely: 


Shepard, Angell Both Skeptical 





12,333 ADMISSIONS TO 
NATIONAL BARN DANCE 


Buffalo, Feb. 10. 

Alka-Seltzer National Barn Dance 
in one-nighter here (31) grossed $11,- 
‘890 for largest paid draw to Mem- 
orial Auditorium. Turnstile count 
was 12,333 admissions. 

Nut for Smokes-for-Soldiers Fund, 
sponsored by Buffalo Evening News, 
ran to $6,677. 


LETS FIGHT 
IS. MENSER’S 
SLOGAN 


Clarence Menser, production head 
of NBC, is launching tomorrow 
morning (Thursday) a WEAF quar- 
ter-hour, ‘Let’s Fight,’ designed to in- 
doctrinate citizens with some pug- 
nacity as they prepare for the day, 
quarter-hour at 7:45 a.m. on Tuesdays, 
Thursdays, Saturdays will include 
military marches and short mes- 
sages and slogans. Reminders and 
comment running 30 and 40 seconds 
only will be imbedded in the music. 

















Voice with fight in it will be 
chosen by Menser. 
N. W. Ayer, Corwin and John 


Driscoll of B.B.D.&O., has two re- 
searchers, Robert Heller and Olga 
Orthman, and a publicist, Allan 
Meltzer, formerly of CBS. Offices 
have been donated to the committee 
by the National Assn. of Broadcast- 
ers in Washington. Broadcasts will 
originate in New York City, but 
gathering of material and organiza- 
tional detail requires close contact 
at the Capital. 

‘This Is War’ will be shortwaved 
to England, Australia, New Zealand 


headed by H. L. McClinton from | and also beamed at Latin America. 
| 





NBC Program Turns Satire on Gestapo; 


Kids Mortality of German General 


Since Pear] Harbor made it pos-| arrives in Berlin the undertaker dis- 
|eovers that the General’s corpse is 


| sible for the networks to go after the 


to the Pepsi- | 


Axis nations, all 
anti-Fascist programs have 
n the form of angry attacks 
parently the first atten 
weapon was 


Blatz.’ 


been cast 


smpt to use 
‘The Funeral 
David 


Satire as a 


of Gen. Von 


which 


| Howard and Howard Breslin scripted 


| realize the comic 
Marta Abba, European actress now | 





for Sunday night’s (8) Author's 


on NBC. Al- 
piece didn’t completely 
possibilities in the 

genuinely 
propaganda 


Playhouse” program 


though the 


subject, it 
funny and 
show. 

Idea of the script was to ridicule 
the recent wave of deaths among the 
Reich generals. Without the usual 
introductions, the yarn opened with 
a switchboard operator intoning in 
typical phone-girl] style, ‘Office of the 
Reich Propaganda Ministry. Heil 
Hitler.’ Action then unfolded via 
dialog, phone calls, simulated special 
events broadcasts and sound effects, 
but without announcements or de- 
scriptive scene-changes. Plot in- 
volved the scheduled military fu- 
neral of Gen. Ulrich Von Blatz, who’s 
identified as one of the Reich’s top 
military leaders and a close friend of 
Hitler. However, when the coffin 


provided a 
effective 


the anti-Nazi <.1d | 


Ap- | 





| missing. 

There were goofy references to 
the wholesale fatalities among Ger- 
man generals and various gags about 
aspects of the Nazi regime, including 
much sarcasm about the Gestapo. | 
Payoff on the tale was that Von Blatz 
was merely a fictional person created 
by another general to 


keep himself 
from being purged because of a Rus- 
sian break-through. Tag had the 
real general about to follow Hess's 
example by flying to England, this 
time with another potential purgee 
trying to thumb along for the ride. 


Heavy Teutonic gutteral readings 
of many of the lines would have 
heightened the absurdity of many of 
the situations, Still, it was an amus- 
ing program and, if satire can be of 
hindrance and discomfort to the 
enemy, ‘The Funeral of Gen. Von 
Blatz’ should help. 


Closing announcement stated that 
all the characters on the program 
were imaginary and added, ‘if they 
resemble any living persons it is a 
striking coincidence. What was a 
coincidence was the fact that simul- 
taneously with the broadcast Maj. 
Gen, Fritz Todt was reported dead. 





Washington, Feb. 10. 

Definite action on idea of setting 
up permanent research and service 
agency to improve children’s pro- 
grams was deferred Monday (9) 
after day-long parley called by Fed- 
eral radio education committee. 
Broadcasters demurred at idea of un- 
dertaking ambitious program about 
kid shows at time when war is up- 
setting operations and presenting so 
many headaches. As result, only ac- 
complishment was decision to have 
another committee investigate to see 
if it is feasible to adopt the recom- 
mendations of the Ohio State School 
broadcast evaluators. 

Question of financing was side- 
stepped though proposal to be 
weighed included budget of $65,000 
which would be raised from broad- 
casters, agencies and advertisers as 
well as social groups and charitable 
organizations. Whether the spon- 
sors will kick in at this time was 
questioned by Paul Peter, spokesman 
for National Assn. of Broadcasters, 
while John Shepard demurred that 
radio industry ‘ought not be ex- 
pected to pour out more money 
when future is cloudy.’ 

Hope that the research, if under- 
taken, will be along more practical 
lines was voiced by broadcaster rep- 
resentatives. Peter commented crit- 
ically on past question-answering 
and network negotiators shared 
skepticism about the possibility of 
any constructive achievements. 

Evidence of the doubt in industry 
minds was seen in non-appearance 
of Dr. James Rowland Angell of 
NBC who displayed, in letter ad- 
dressed to the group, his disbelief 
) that the Ohio State idea would 
bring any worthwhile results. 


Margaret Cuthbert Has 
‘Change of Desk’ at NBC; 
Aide to Clarence Menser 











Margaret Cuthbert, veteran of 
many years with NBC and prob- 
ably known to more clubwomen than 
any other she-broadcaster, will re- 
port to Clarence L. Menser, program 
|chief of NBC under the new dis- 
pensation at Radio City, New York. 
Her new job is described as ‘pri- 
marily a change of desk.’ She will 
do program counsel] and contact on 
| women’s and other activities which 
will be absorbed into the total 
tivity of the program department 
| rather than segregated. 
| Miss Cuthbert will 
| mostly hereafter with Menser and 
| with Burke Miller. This follows 
| breaking up the ‘Public Service’ be- 
| tween NBC and the Blue. 
| Another NBC feminist, Mrs. Doris 
| Corwith, spends most of her time 
|on road lecturing on ‘Radio in a 
| Democracy.’ Currently she’s doing 
a protracted stay in Grand Rapids 
| giving talks before nearly every or- 
ganization in town. Will appear in 
Detroit and Manchester, N. H., on 
way back to New York. 


KXOK RENEWS AFRA. 
| SPIELERS GET BOOTS 


St. Louis, Feb. 10. 

The St. Louis Chapter of AFRA 
last week signed a new one year con- 
tract with KXOK, the NBC Blue out- 
let here, owned and operated by the 
St. Louis Star-Times. Under the 
terms of the new pact seven gabber 
each receive a $5 per week pay in- 
crease, or plus 11% over what they 
received under the old 16 months 
contract which recently expired. 

Nellie Booth, executive secretary 
of the local AFRA Chapter handled 
the entire deal on her own. All of 
the other stations here are operating 
under existing contracts, the first of 
which does not expire until next De- 
} cember, 
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be associated 
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‘MASTER CONTRACT SYSTEM’ OF LEVERS 
AIMS TO HOLD MAXIMUM TRADE DISCOUNT 


} 
Splits Billings Through Four Advertising Agencies | Hitlman-Clapper Earlier; 
In Such Manner As To Get Full Bookkeeping | MacDonald to WJZ, N. Y.) 


| Number probably 
be made in the news mage nind 
| lineup on the Blue netw “7 (WJZ). | 


Clarke In On Prospective: | William Hillman and ymond | 
Clapper, now heard from W deve) 


Field Radio Station 
ne at 19:30-10:45 five-nights a week, are 
slated to be moved up to the 7:30-7:45 | 


Chicago, Feb. 10. 
John W. Clarke, a local securities 5m. spot across the board, replacing | 
: 
| Various musical 


has become v.p. and treasurer sustaining shows | 
of WHIP, Hammond, Inc., and he now 


in that niche. | 
will specialize as financial advisor; Another commentator will be 
to the station. WHIP has studios in added in the afternoon, besides 
| Chicago. Baukhage, 
This is the outlet which Marshall ton at 1-1:15 pm. And James G.| 
Field is expected to acquire as an MacDonald, former Foreign Policy | 
Bros. product may have expired. {adjunct for his Chicago Sun daily. Assn. head, went in the 4:45-5 p.m. 
For Lever Bros. this master con-| WHIP operated at 5,000 watts on'time across the board locally on 
tract will serve as a control opera- | 1,520 k.c. WJZ. New 
tion. The list of stations slated to | se etaaieaeneiinadaainaie 
get the contracts has been split up | 
among Young & Rubicam, Ruthrauff 
& Ryan, B. B. D. & O., and J. Wal- 
ter Thompson, each of which agen- 
cies handles Lever Products. While, 
for instance, Young & Rubicam 
would place all master contracts in 
the New York territory, the other 
agencies would continue to issue 
‘insertion’ orders for their own 
Lever brands to the vafious con- 
tracted outlets in that area. Ruth- 
rauff & Ryan, for imstance, would 
go on being billed by the stations 
for its Lifebuoy placements and the 
stations would continue to receive 
payment from the same source. But 
if any mention about the terms of 
tanding of the contract came up it 
would have to be referred to the 
agency that placed the blanket 
agreement, which in this instance 
would be Y&R. 


Spans the Lalls 


Under this system a campaign on 
Rinso or Spray (R&R) could come 
to an end on one of these master 
contract stations, but the original 
rate remains intact, even though 
there is a lull while Y&R is ready- 
ing a spot campaign on Swan Soap 
or B. B. D. & O. one on Silver Dust. 
One agency services the master con- 
tract, but all four service their in- 
dividual brands, 

Two Lever products that are due 
for a considerable ride along spot 
lines this year are Lux (Thompson), 
and Vimms, a vitamin product 
(B. B. D. & O.). The Thompson 
agency is currently engaged in pre- 
paring its recorded Lux blurbs, while 
the Vimms campaign will take a 
more intensive course in March via 
one-minute transcriptions and chain- 
breaks. The Vimms plugs got their 
test in Providence and Cleveland 
and recently they received their 
New 


SOCONY-VAC. IN 
SPORTS, NEWS 
HUNT 


of changes will 


Advantages 


—-_— 


| WHIP FINANCE COUNSELOR | 


Lever Bros. has applied the master 
contract system to its spot broadcast- | 
ing business. Work of assigning 
these master contracts has 
Spread equally among its 
agencies, but each of these 
cies will go on planning spot orders 
for its own brands. Through the 
master contract the account will be 
able to maintain the maximum fre- | 
quency discount rate, even though 
the campaign on a particular Lever 


John W. 
| 
be 
been 


ad | 


agen- 


four 
man, 


York 


ling Getchell agency is 
ind the middle west for 
programs in So- 

alf which would start in 
ig. Account is also inter- 
local righte na baseball play- 

l rights on baseball play 


~+ 
SpOris 


the agency’s radio 

ill tour that area during 

the next two weeks to see what is 
available in these lines. 


CARLIN MAY BRING IN 
SCOTT BISHOP OF WKY 


Scott Bishop, who authors ‘Dark 
Fantasy’ and the musical ‘Southern 
Rivers’ programs over WKY, Okla- 
homa City, and the NBC-Red net-! 
work, may be brought to New York 
by Phil Carlin to write a new show 
for the Blue network (WJZ). Car- 
lin, now program head of the Blue, 
put ‘Dark Fantasy’ on the Red while 
he was program chief of that net- 
work. 

Before joining WKY, Bishop eased 
several network shows. 


a FEW WORDS FROM Cl 


Seas bad 


Down through 

all our advertisia 
renewals, W we feel, on 
tiveness a5 well as © 


concre 
ts institutional v 


—CITIE 


alue. 


Wednesday, February 11, 1942 


Not the Cigar 


Philadelphia, Feb. 10. 

The Philadelphia National 
League baseball club yesterday 
announced that hereafter it will 
be known as the ‘Phils’ and not 
the ‘Phillies’ as it has been 
called heretofore. 

Reason for dropping the ‘Phil- 
lies’ tag, officials said, was the 
fact that this mame has been 
‘commercialized’ on the air by 
Bayuk (Phillies) cigars. 


Gen. Electric (Radio Sets) 


May Sponsor Newscasts 


On CBS Thrice Weekly, 


Radio set division of General Elec- 
tric has given its agency, Maxon, an 
who airs from Washing- | Okay for a network campaign. 

The current discussions with CBS 
is for a 15-minute news program! uary daytime figure.’ 
| three times a week. 

Frazier Hunt is 
probable choice. 


TIES SERVICE.>> 


Red Network, 
1 elling 


paper ee nig te ap old Ahn Kipe 


yy 


\ ORLA Bs SOO 


CAB. T0 CHART 
TUNE-IN CURVE 


Co-operative Analysis of Broad. 
casting will furnish its subscriberg 
with a monthly index of listening so 
that they can observe the trend of 
listening periodically and compare 
the volume with the previous month 
or the like méttth of the year be. 
fore. There will be two chart forms, 
one for night and the other for day- 
time listening. 

In announcing the additional chart 


service the C.A.B. stated that ‘there 
is a strong indication that the Jan- 
uary, 1942, nighttime index wil] be 
higher than either the January or 
December, 1941, index, and that day- 
time listening for January, 1942, wil] 
be about the same as the 1941 Jan- 
The final three 
months of 1941 saw listening take 


believed to be| somewhat of a slump as compared 


with the parallel quarter of '40. 
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ASKS BLUE FOR 
COZY CORNER 


J. Walter Thompson agency has 
advised the Blue Network that it 
would like to have another evening 
spot made available for the Bal- 
lantine Beer show. 

The program now occupies the 
Friday 8:30-9 p.m. niche, with the 
Kate Smith show and ‘Information 
Please’ as opposition, 








Sylvia Lenson resigned last week 
from Hearst Radio Sales to join pro- 
duction department of the Blue. 





Raymond Knight ‘Cuckoo’ 
Show May Be Revived 


‘The Cuckoo Hour,’ goofy comedy 
show on NBC some years ago, may 
be revived by Raymond Knight as a 
filler for the 8-8:30 spot Thursday 
nights on the Blue network, being 
vacated by the move of ‘March of 
Time’ to Friday night. Modernized 
version of the program has already 
been auditioned by Phil Carlin, Blue 
program head, and will be given a 
trial airing in the next week or two. 


Meanwhile, one-timer shows will be 
used to fill the opening Thursday 
night niche. 

Knight is currently 
‘House in the Country,’ 
serial on the Blue. 


scripting 
sustainer 





OFF COFFEE 


‘March of Time’ gets away this 
week from the opposition that it has 
received from the Maxwell House 
Coffee show. 

It has pulled out of the Thursday 
8-8:30 p. m. period for the Friday 
9:30-9:55 p. m. segment on the same 
Blue Network. 








Brad Simpson, WKRC, Cincinnati, 
program director, is in New York 
this week on a talent search and 
for a biz confab with Mutual execs. 


‘DRUMMOND’ GOES ON 


George Coulouris’ Road Tour Won't 
Interfere With Series 








George Coulouris, title actor on 
‘Bulldog Drummond’ on WOR, New 
York, will continue to head the show 
| when his Broadway play, ‘Watch on 
| the Rhine,’ goes on the road the end 
|of next week. He will return to 
|New York for each Sunday night's 
‘broadcast while the legiter plays 
‘eastern stands. When ‘Watch on the 


| Rhine’ gets to Chicago, the program 
may be shifted there by the Red- 
field-Johnstone agency. 

‘Drummond’ is sponsored by How- 
|ard Clothes on some Mutual stations 
land is fed sustaining to the rest of 
ithe network. 
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CHECK GOPY BUT 
BRANDS COMPETE 


Seek to Avoid Advertising 
Confusion Between Vari- 
ous Soap Products—No 
Immediate Prospect of 
Adopting ‘Repeat’ Tech- 
nique Between Competi- 
tive Networks 











LESS VERBIAGE 


& Gamble, 
sor of daytime programs, is realign- 


Procter biggest spon- 


ing its setup on commercial copy. 
New department was established not 
long ago at the company’s home of- 
fice in Cincinnati to supervise. Pres- 
ent system of announcements on 
consecutive programs will probably 
be reviset. 

Account has for the last four or 
five years been steadily decreasing 
the length of its advertising an- 
nouncements. At the time the Na- 
tional Association of Broadcasters’ 
code was established about three 
years ago, most daytime commercials 
ran upward of five minutes in a 
quarter-hour period, while the P.&G. 
eopy had already been whittled 
down to average about three min- 
utes. Firm’s plugs have since been 
reduced slightly to an average over- 
all time of two-and-a-half 
and-three-quarters minutes for a 
regular 15-minute show. 

Unlike most other large manufac- 
turers with numerous different 
brands, P.&G. has always followed a 
policy of comparative independence 
for its various products. Thus, the 
Ivory soap and Camay divisions, 
or the Ivory Snow and Ivory flakes 
divisions, etc., have been allowed to 
work in competition with each other, 
even though this has frequently re- 
sulted in the advertising copy for 
certain of the brands offering direct 
comparison with competing types of 
product under the P.&G. label. 

However, a recent study by 


to two- 


the 


copy department in Cincinnati re- 
vealed that in some instances, the 
commercials for such brands as 
Ivory soap and Camay soap have 


(Continued on page 30) 


EXIT DETROIT. 
A ZERO WHILE 
WAR LASTS 





W practically ull the Detroit 

i r of adve! er 
a tne n 
i the inagerial r 

| staffs from that city to their other 
| offices Each of the rep have, 
| however, left some clerical person- 
| nel he Detroit office Mer 
{continue to travel this territory out 
of the Chicago or New York of- 
fice: 

R. H. Bolling, who managed the 


Detroit branch of John Blair & Co., 


has been transferred to the com- 
pany’s New York office, of which 
his brother, George, is headman. 


Paul Ray, who was also of the Blair 
Detroit office, is now quartered in 
Chicago. 


Arthur Sinsheimer, Peck, 
With Civilian Defense 
Arthur Sinsheimer, radio di- 
rector for the Peck agency, has been 
named associate director of radio 
for the Civilian Defense Volunteer 
Office of Greater New York. 
He will work with Co-Director 
Robert Spafford in centralizing all 
the CDVO’s radio activities 
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‘MARCH OF TIME’ 
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Fears Censorship by Fright’ of 
Owners and Personnel of Stations 





Detroit, Feb. 10. 

The Washington Adminstration 
should declare that it has no in- 
tention of establishing a radio mon- 
opoly or radio censorship except in 
matters of military necessity and 
radio station managers should cease 
trying to be censors themselves. 


Both recommendations were put 


forward here by Norman Thomas, \firm. 








‘COMPTON PAIR WED; 
McMILLAN BEST MAN 





Isobel Olmstead, who does radio 


publicity for the Compton agency, 
was married Jan. 31 to Storrs 
Haynes, script editor of the same 


She continues her job. Be- 


perennial candidate of the Socialist fore entering radio, Haynes was a 


Party for President. 
erly was heard Sundays over WXYZ 


Thomas form- | jegit and film actor. 


MeMillin, radio 


John Compton 


on a hookup of 13 stations, but said head, was best man at the ceremony. 


that the Detroit station had can- 
celed his contract. He received an- 
other local outlet through WJLB. 


‘On the whole | admire the way 
radio in this county has kept open 
the channels of information,’ Thomas 
said. ‘They have done even better 
than the British and in all other 
countries radio is entirely the crea- 
ture of the government. 

‘But there is a tendency in the 
United States to set up unofficial 


censorship, largely on the part of | 
the people who are afraid of what | 


the Government might do rather 
than on what has been done. 


‘There are, however, many sta- 
tions which have taken a broad at- 
titude and it is important that this 
should continue since all our future 
depends on an informed democracy. 





Outside the military-in- 





Cincy Callers to Tampa 





Cincinnati, Feb. 10. 

Waite Hoyt, WKRC’s new baseball 
miker, will accompany the Reds to 
Tampa Feb. 20. He will put in three 
weeks there, making recordings for 
his nightly 15-minute programs 
sponsored by Alms & Doepke, de- 
partment store. 

WSAI’s Roger Baker and WCPO’s 
Sam Balter, also go to Tampa. 





formation field there’s a terribe lot 
of territory to consider in questions 
of censorship. It’s possible that the 
present rules could be interpreted to 
protect the Government against the 
consequences of incompetence.’ 











Taft Building 


TAY GARNETT 
RADIO PRODUCTIONS 


HOLLYWOOD 


presents 


“THREE SHEETS 
TO THE WIND” 


Starring 


JOHN WAYNE 
with 


HELGA MORAY 


NBC Red Network 
Starting 


Sunday Evening, February 15th 


Ho, 2254-2255 





333 N. Michigan Blvd. 





Sales Representative 


The James Parks Co. 


Chicago, Illinois 
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The Do-or-Die Spirit 





Chicago, Feb. 10. 


Orin Tovrov, author of ‘Ma 
Perkins’ serial for Procter & 
Gamble, made a speech at a 


party for the cast at the Racquet 
Club here, pledging himself to 
lift the program to top rating 
among the daytime serials. 

In the Cooperative Analysis of 
Broadcasting ratings issued the 
following Monday, ‘Ma Perkins’ 
jumped to first place among the 
daytimers. 


WNEW-News Deal 
Similiar to Swap 
By WMCA-Times 











WNEW, N. Y., debuts its news 
tieup with the N. Y. Daily News this | 
Sunday (15), presenting a five-min- | 
ute news period on the half hour 
every hour (such as 1:30, 2:30, etc.) 


(24 hours). 
trade-off of news for time. Under 
the schedule the station will for the 
first time cut into its ‘Make-Believe 
Ballroom’ with something other than 
music. 

WMCA, N. Y., has had a similar 
alliance with the N. Y. Times since 
early January, but in this case it’s 
three minutes of news on the hour | 
(1 p.m., 2 p.m., etc.) 





Shirley Temple “Jr. Miss’ 


The arrangement is a| 





LONG NEGLECTED WSVS 
FINALLY DISAPPEARS 


Buffalo, Feb. 10. 


Curtain rang down finally last 
week on WSVS, one of radio’s most 
conspicuous cases of long-term ne- 
glect, when Buffalo Board of Educa- 
tion formally relinquished the 50- 
watter’s license and all claim to 1400 
ke. band. A few days later, FCC 
granted a construction permit for an 
FM outlet on 42,900 kilocycles with | 
one k.w. power, 
operate instead. 

Tiny WSVS, ‘dating from 





| struggled along in recent years un- 


| der indifferent eye of a school board 


| WSVS 


during the entire round of the clock | 


| 


| capacity. 





Starts March 4 for P & G; | 


Ransom Sherman Moves 





1on CBS, 
| Bristol-Myers 
| (WEAF). 


| 


inights on CBS for 





Shirley Temple in ‘Junior Miss,’ 
| which Benton & Bowles has bought | 
‘for Procter & Gamble, starts March | 
4 in the 9-9:30 snot Wednesday nights | 
opposite the Eddie Cantor- 
show on NBC-Red 
Ransom Sherman 
cram, now heard 
P. & G., moves 
|over to the 9:30-10 p.m. time Wednes- 
days, also effective March 4. That 
fills the 9-10 span Wednesday nights 
being vacated by Fred Allen, 
moves to the 9-10 p.m. time Sunday 
jnights on the same network when 
the Ford program folds. 


Product to be plugged by 
Miss’ will be Ivory Snow, 
nossibly getting the mention over a 
ew stations. Ransom Sherman will 
continue to ballyhoo Ivory soap, 
with Compton the agency. In mov- 
ing the Sherman series to the sec- 
ond half of the Wednesday hour, 
P. & G. is relinquishing the Friday 
night time. Account had consid- 
ered holding the Friday spot and 
filling it with an additional show, but 
lecided that future network cancel- 
lations by other sponsors .may cre- 
ate open time when and if another 
P. & G. program should be desired 

‘Junior Miss’ will be produced by 
| Ed Wolf Associates, which will open 
ja Coast office to handle the show. 
Director will be chosen in a week 
or two. ~Doris Gilbert will adapt 
from Sally Benson’s New Yorker 
sketches, with Miss Benson having 
script approval. Latter goes to the 
Coast shortly on a Metro contract 
to do the screen treatment of her 
current series in the New Yorker. 

Meanwhile, various picture offers 
are reported for the legit version of 
‘Junior Miss,’ current at the Lyceum, 
N. Y. Max Gordon, producer of the 
play, is one of those angling for the 
screen rights, with the idea of doing 
the picture under his Columbia Pic- 
ture deal. Edward Small is also re- 
|ported dickering for the show as a 
United Artists production, starring 
Shirley Temple, with whom he holds 
!a one-picture contract. 


‘Junior 








‘IMPEACH’ HOLINER 


| Carroll O’Meara Succeeds at Meet- 
ing—Allergic RPA President 








Hollywood, Feb. 10. 
Carroll O’Meara of Young & Rub- 
icam agency is the new president of 
Radio Producers Association. He 


Bowles, who failed to show up for 
his ‘impeachment,’ not having called | 


fice. 

John Swallow, NBC western di- 
vision program director, was voted 
secretary. 





who | Will 


lukewarm to radio education. Housed 
in a high school, staffed by technical 


students, non-commercial _ station! 
ground out old recordings and hand- | 
out speeches. Commercial WBNY 


shared its time, gradually absorbing 
it all when board refused to open 
WSVS at start of this school year. 


WMC, MEMPHIS’ 
DEPT. STORE 
PROGRAM 


Memphis, Feb. 10, 











|new vocal trio, 


Biggest local talent show yet set 


which board will| during 1942 takes to air via WMC 
| tonight. 
1924,| riety item sponsored by the John 


Program is 30-minute va. 


Gerber department store. 

W. C. Teague, editorial writer for 
The Commercial Appeal and regu- 
lar WMC news analyst, will emcee. 
Martha Sheaffer, society editor for 
same rag, will handle women’s fash- 
ion chatter. 

Singing duo of Wilson and Jane 
Noritheross, brother and sister, and a 
will deliver musical 


War restrictions on radio plus| Portions. 


student staff was given as a reason 
for its shutdown. New FM system 
to cost $10,000 will beam its signal at 
city’s high and grammar schools, 
board claims, 





Robert Wamboldt Joins 
Compton Agency in N.Y. 


Robert Wamboldt, formerly with 
NBC in Chicago and the Texas State 
network, joined the Compton agency 
Monday (9) in a program supervisory 
He may be sent to the 
Coast in a few weeks to handle pro- 
duction of the Ransom Sherman 
show from there for Procter & 
Gamble. In that case, Gilbert Ral- 
ston, who was sent out to launch the 
series, would be brought back to the 


|} agency’s home office. 


Besides his NBC and Texas State 
| jobs, Wamboldt for a time operated 
his own independent program pro- 


duction firm. 


pro- | 
10-10:30 Friday | 





‘THAT BREWSTER BOY’ 


Serial by Pauline Hopkins on CBS 
for Quarker Oats 
Chicago, Feb. 10. 
Quaker Oats goes on the Columbia 


| network March 4 when ‘That Brew- 


| period over the web. 


ster Boy’ starts a weekly 30-minute 
Program will 
originate in the WBBM studios here. 
be at 7:30 p.m. EST, with a 
rebroadcast to the Coast at midnight 


_ EST. 


with Dreft | 


succeeds Mann Holiner of Benton & | 


a meeting during. his tenure of | 





Written by Pauline Hopkins and 


* inability to police itself with! 





} 
| 


| Majority 





produced by Owen Vinson, cast in- 
cludés Eddie Firestone, Jr., Hugh | 
Studebaker, Connie Crowder, Louise 


Fitch, Bob Bailey, Bob Jellison. 





MURROW WINDING 
UP LECTURE TOUR 


Kansas City, Feb. 10. 

Edward R. Murrow, CBS’ London 
reporter, drew crowd of approxi- 
mately 3,800 persons to his lecture 
at municipal auditorium Tuesday 
night (3). Artists Bureau of KMBC, 
local CBS link, sponsored lecture at 
29c, 56c and $1.12 admission fees. 

Murrow’s tour closes Feb. 20 
whence he will go to Washington for 
several days before returning to his 
London post via clipper and Lisbon. 
Bob Trout, CBS news analyst, is cur- 
rently holding down the London 
post. 

George Crandall of the CBS pub- 
lic relations staff is making the jumps 
with Murrow. 





Shirer Into Dixie 
Spartanburg, S. C., Feb. 10. 

William L. Shirer heads into deep 
south this month for lecture series. 
of dates set for CBS radio 
commentator and author are in 
Carolinas and Georgia. 

He will talk on ‘Inside Germany.’ 





Mexicans’ U.S. Counsel 


The Mexican Government has a 
new public relations counsel in the 
United States. Its Baldwin, Munson 
& Mann of whom Baldwin is the 
Republican Congressman from New 
York City. 





Gregory Dickson, film company 
|press agent, has joined the firm’s 
staff. 








announces Suzy our Steno, 


“is that your product sells faster if it's 


WSAldentified. 


“That's because of WSAI’s greater 
popularity PLUS an aggressive mer- 
chandising program that keeps selling 


your program and product from broad- 


cast to point-of-sale.” 
IT SELLS FASTER IF tT’S 
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WSAI'S 


SALES AIDS 
1. Street car and 
bus cards 


2. Neon Signs 

3. Display Cards 

4. Newspaper Ads 

5. Taxicab Covers 

6. Downtown Win- 
dow Displays 

7. House-organ 


8. ‘‘Meet the Spon- 
or’’ Broadcast 











8 ee eee 























<.. 


—— 











Wednesday, February 11, 1942 





RADIO £29 





CANADA RADIO CONVENTION 


HATE REFORMS 
MEET PROTEST 


Broadcasters Told ‘Hints to 
Editors’ Principles Could 
Be Adopted to Provide 
Valuable Off - the - Record 
Guidance on Public Opin- 
ion—Third Wartime Con- 
vention Hears CBC Is 
‘Friendly’ to Commercial 
Indies 





———_——_— 


MILLER TALKS 





By C. W. LANE 
Montreal, Feb. 10. 
The Canadian Association of 
Broadcasters opened its annual con- 
vention here yesterday at the 


Windsor hotel with 62 members 
present and a large delegation of 
guests from the United States. It 
was the third convention in wartime 
for the association and the first for 
the paid president, Glen Bannerman, 
after his year on the job. 

Bannerman got compliments but 
his pet project, a study of ‘The 
Standardization of Rate Structures’ 
was subject to an unexpected attack 
Monday, causing its deferment until 
today. It is Bannerman’s view that 
simplified and standardized _ rate 
eards as between all stations ought 
to be approved as present com- 
plexity is a nuisance involving 
clerical and other frustrations. Ad- 
vertising agencies would be more 
congenial to Canadian radio if it 
were easier to do business, he holds. 

With resumption of discus- 

sion on standardization of rate 
structures today (Tuesday), the 
whole matter went over until 
next year’s convention. It was 
the clause barring frequency 
discounts on spots that was Op- 
posed. Gordon Love of CFCM, 
Calgary, and J. N. Thivierge of 
CHRC, Quebec, won a close vote 
after seven nours of discussion, 
16 for postponement, 15 against, 
21 not voting. ‘Yardstick’ for 
measuring local station audi- 
ences was approved. It will be 
set up by a committee com- 
prising broadcasters, agencies 
and sponsors from the respec- 
tive trade associations. A fund 
of $5,000 is available. 

Convention first heard Bannerman 
report on negotiations covering 
various business details between the 
Cc mmercials and the Canadian 
Broadcasting Corporation, Govern- 
ment agency having jurisdiction 
over all stations, its own and its 
indie contemporaries. CBC Board of 
Governors meets again in March and 
Some favorable action is hoped for, 


especially on transcription regula- 
tions. 

Association also wants change in 
Official ruling that an advertiser 


may not use more than one station 
in any given centre. In effect this 
prevents sponsors using the CBC’s 
network (the only one allowed in 
Canada) from making supplemental 
use of local stations in towns getting 
CBC network broadcast for same 
advertiser. And where certain con- 
tracts are cleared, the CBC adds 15% 


to the 15% agency commission, the 
latter item also being a C.A.B. 
grievance. 


Bannerman told broadcasters the 
CBC displayed a friendly attitude on 
most of the moot points. 

Sponsored News 

With regard to commercial spon- 
Shorship of newscasts the Canadian 
Publishers’ hostility has abated, it 


was declared. A subsidiary Press 
News, Ltd., is now prepared to fur- 
nish ‘a ticker service to stations. 


This gives Canadian broadcasters an- 
other source of news apart from 
British United Press, Bannerman is 
urging that the ban on advertising 
Sales of news periods be rescinded. 

‘Priorities in respect of securing 
replacements and repairs for broad- 











ae equipment’ was one of the 
most troublesome problems of the 
past year, Bannerman reported. | 
Many technical points were in- 
volved in the importation of mate- 
rials from the U. S. But recently, 
A. A. Walker, in charge of priori- 
ties at Ottawa, informed him that | 
the entire problem has been sim- 
plified and he thought C. A.B. mem- 
bers would be pleased with the po- 
sition that would now be accorded 
them for getting replacements. De- 
tails on this point will be available 
in a week or so. 

Also bullish was statement that no 
future advertising campaign by the 
Canadian government is planned 
without taking broadcasting. into 
consideration. 


;now being imposed on it. 





Too Much Charity 
B. W. Keightly, advertising man- 
ager of Canadian Industries, Ltd., | 
and past president Association of Ca- | 
nadian Advertisers Assn., said there 
were too many appeals for charity | 
and near-war work going out over 


the radio. They were building up} * 


a callous attitude on the part of the | | formation was sent to editors 


public. It was not only an inefficient | greatly assisted in forming healthy | 


way of getting money but also li-| public 


able to affect success of the really | 
necessary appeals. The _ essential 
problem of the day outside the war 
effort was how to build up the na- 
tion against the stresses and strains 
In this 
he thought radio was one of the most 
invaluable remedies. Radio could 
also help greatly in preparing the 
country for the great change that 
must follow the end of the war.’ 


Wishful Thinking 

G. Herbert Lash, director of pub- 
lic information at Ottawa, told the 
convention not to count too much on 
the Russian campaign. He had not 
heard much of great captures of 
Germans as the result of pincer 
movements and there was no de- 
moralization that he knew of in Ger- 
many. As to Japanese and other 
matters it was part of the business 


|of radio to check wishful thinking. 


As to use of news services Lash 
said that much ‘off the record’ in- 


| 








opinion, checking com- 


placency on the one hand and too 


much pessimism on the other. 
news was. strictly 


This 
censored, but 


helped editors guide opinion. He} 
thought radio should make arrange. | 


ments to enjoy this tip stuff as does 
the press. 


to get this very special news which 
could be used indirectly in guid- 
ing public opinion. On a _ coop- 
erative basis it would cost stations 
all over Canada about $1 per week 
per station. 


Uniforms Help 

K. W. G. Clarke, director of De- 
partment of National Defense and in 
charge of public relations for the 
army, navy and air force, said that 
in Great Britain and Canada there 
Was a very great use of uniformed 
officers on the staff, while in the U. 
S. only civilians were used. It was 
his experience that much more and 
more detailed accurate information 


and | | 


There should be a radio | 
correspondent established at Ottawa | 


was obtained by use of service men 
in confidential matters. 
Miller Talks 
Neville Miller, president of Na- 
| tional Association of Broadcasters of 
| the U. S. A., was the luncheon speak- 
| 


|}er. ‘Some day the guns will be still, 
the last Unknown Soldier will be 
buried, and the nations of the world 
will gather around the peace table,’ 
Said Miller. ‘On that table will be 
laid the list of those nations, and 
those leaders, who tried to destroy 
civilization, and radio—as used by 
them—will be listed as a powerful 
tool of aggression. Also on that 
table will be laid the names of those 
nationals and their leaders who 
fought to save civilization, and 
radio will be on that list, and it is 
your job, and my job, to see that it 
is written in letters of gold.’ 


San Diego.—William A. Evans has 
been named commercial manager of 
KGB, Don Lee outfit here, succeed- 
ing Dan Donnelly, transferred to 
Santa Barbara. 
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EVERY NIGHT AT 9:30 | 
OVER THE MUTUAL BROADCASTING]. 


SYSTEM COCA-COLA PRESENTS 
A SPOTLIGHT BAND--- 





“BUT YOU CAN BET YouR 
RADIO IT WILL BE A TOP-FLIGHT 
BAND.---- BECAUSE 18 OUT 
OF THE TOP ZO RADIO DAILY 
DANCE BANDS WERE IN THE 
SPOTLIGHT THE FIRST 13 weeks’ 
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SATURDAYS FROM 
9:30 10 10:00 PM. 
J THE BAND PROVED BY 
HH THE COCA-COLA SURVEY 
Wl TO HAVE MACE THE 
WEEKS MOST POPULAR 
RECORD PLAYS ITS 
WINNER AND 
OTHER LATEST 
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From the Production Centres 


Sn i tated 








IN NEW YORK CITY... 


THe Rapio Trave 1s Discussinc: Fred Allen’s spoofing of the visual 
stunts perpetrated by other comics to make studio audiences laugh— 
Joe Cook’s full page ad in ‘Variety’ last issue announcing his retirement 
from show business—the Advertising Awards tagging of an author, 
Norman Corwin, for its annual most useful man honor—Anne Nichols 
corned beef and cabbage party—Prospective appearance of Maxim 
Litvinoff at the Overseas Press Club banquet later this month. 





Frances Chaney, femme lead of ‘House in the Country’ serial, subbed 
for Irene Winston in the Broadway legiter, ‘Brooklyn, U. S. A.’....Miss 
Winston, also a radio regular, has an injured leg....Blue network is in- 
viting the deluge by asking fo~ the submission of new scripts and script 
and program ideas....The Celanese show is directed by Joe Hill, who 
also does ‘Manhattan at Midnight,’ both for Young & Rubicam... .Isabella 
Beach, wko formerly aired for General Foods on NBC and for Hecker 
Products on Mutual, started Monday a six-weekly morning series on WINS 
for women....Sandra Michael, author of ‘Against the Storm,’ to Chicago 
last week and after about a week there proceeds to Palm Springs, Cal., 
for the balance of the winter. 

Helen Brooks, in the cast of the legit comedy, ‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ 
and Mutual's ‘The Timid Soul,’ joined the ‘Aunt Jenny’ cast this week.... 


| 


| this year....hundreds of records from NBC alone....Radio Executives 


stress women in defense activities....now heard Sundays at 3:50 p.m.... 
much-delayed Random House book by Arch Oboler will appear soon.... 
Peabody Awards Committee is groaning over the volume of presentations 


Club, Manhattan luncheon group, is also giving an award soon... .Eddie 
Cantor turning 50....Mildred Fenton, Bates agency daytime radio super- 
visor, back on job after hospital treatment for back ailment....C. N. Van 
Auken, formerly of the WOR purchasing department, now in charge of 
the station’s mail room. ...Monroe Benton transferred from the mail room 
to the purchasing department... Beth Rayborn, vocalist-pianist, back 
with series on WPAT, Paterson, N. J., after two months in Oklahoma City 
....Eleanor ‘Pat’ Hurley, secretary to Jerry Danzig, WOR publicity head, 
added to press staff in charge of photographs....Helen Dunlop, of the 
department’s secretarial staff, becomes Danzig’s personal secretary. 

AFRA’s annual ball to be held Feb. 20 at the Waldorf-Astoria. .. Eddy 
Brown, musical director of WQXR, elected head of the Green Room Club, 

Hank Keene has completed his first 13-week series of recordings for 
Liggett & Myers (Velvet Tobacco) and is now starting on his second batch. 
They’re tagged ‘Hank Keene in Town.’ Newell-Emmett is the agency.... 
Arthur Zipser, formerly with the story department of Paramount Pictures, 
isethe latest addition to NBC’s Script Division. Zipser, who is also a 
lawyer, replaces Kirk Quinn, who is leaving the network. 

John Dillon, formerly sperts and special events director of WFAS, 
White Plains, N. Y., has joined NBC-Red as assistant to Bill Stern.... 
He succeeds Hugh Beach, who left to take an educational radio job.... 
‘Aunt Jenny,’ daytime serial on CBS for Spry, being rebroadcast via wax 
on WOR nightly....Aubrey Posey, WOR engineer, will be married Sat- 
urday (14) to Jeen MacGowan....Norman Tokar added to ‘Front Page 
Farrell’ cast....J. R. Poppele, WOR chief engineer, left Saturday (7) for 
Florida vacation 

















Kay Lorraine, WNEW vocalist, guests this week on ‘Lower Basin Street’ 
over the Blue (WJZ) and on ‘Accent on Music’ via CBS....Neil O'Malley 


Paul Chieff, for CBS pageboy, upped to desk assistant in the CBS news- | and Marjorie Anderson joined ‘Orphans of Divorce’ troupe....Arthur 


room....Dudley Connolly, WWRL program director, on leave of absence, 
with Fred Barr, night studio manager, subbing. ...Ben Pratt resigned from 
Blue network publicity department and will become a talent manager and 
OM, ies Howard Haycraft, author of the whodunit novel, ‘Murder for 
Pleasure,’ guested Friday (6) on ‘Mystery Man’ via NBC-Red (WEAF).... 
Meeting of the script writers and producers’ committee of the American 
Television Society will be held today (Wednesday) at the Woodstock 
hotel, to discuss possible ATS package-production of television programs 
....Waverly Root, former foreign correspondent and Mutual rep in France, 
started a six-weekly comment series Monday (9) on WINS....Richard 
Liebert, organist at Radio City Music Hall and on various commercial 
programs, has opened a restaurant, The Encore, in East 48th street.... 
Larry Elliott is announcing the new recorded show for the Treasury 
Department....Henry J. Taylor, foreign correspondent for NANA, doing 
twice-weekly series on WHN. 

Robert Heuberger, formerly panelman on the Helen Hayes show and 
‘We, the People,’ transferred to technician duty at the WABC transmitter. 
....William Busch took over the dials on ‘We, the People,’ and the Hayes 
show folded....Connie Ernst will be the William Morris office contact for 
the four-network morale show being produced by Norman Corwin.... 
Lester Hatfield the panelman for ‘Man Ii Married’ and ‘Life Can Be Reauti- 
ful’ shows on CBS....Adolph Gobel, WWRL musical director, doubling as 
organist at the Park Terrace cafe, Brooklyn....Edward Malcolm the tech- 
nician for ‘The World Today’ on CBS for United Fruit....Charles Newton 
adapting the ‘Great Plays’ series on the Blue network....Roy Lockwood 
is directing. 

Henry ‘Dobe’ Carey, son of actor Harry Carey, joined NBC pageboy 


_ staff....He’s studying for a concert singing career....Fred Vickert hari- 


dling the dials for the Lanny Ross program on CBS....Irene Kuhn, of the 
NBC promotion department, planed Sunday (1) to Mexico to gather ma- 
terial for a radio series to start Feb. 28....Louis Pelletier, free-lance 
writer, added to CBS script department....William Gage the technician 
on ‘Take It or Leave It,’ ‘Pet Milk’ and the Philip Morris ‘Playhouse’ and 
‘Crime Club’ programs, all on CBS....Scott Kilgore engineering the 
Ed Hill news and Glenn Miller programs on CBS. 


Paul Sullivan’s 10-minute news spot Tuesday nights on CBS is being 
dropped by Liberty mag....WABC is selling participation spots locally on 
its 12:05-12:30 midnight band show....‘Shafter Parker and His Circus,’ 
formerly heard on Mutual out of KHJ, Los Angeles, folds....It had three 
local sponsors....William Shirer’s news sustainer Thursday evening 
goes off the air....And Studebaxer is ending its temporary sponsorship 
of Eric Sevareid’s news series....Miriam Wolfe is the femme lead on both 
‘Tll Find My Way’ and ‘Miss Meade’s Children,’ six-weekly serials on 
Mutual out of WGR, Buffalo....National Farm and “Home Hour, also on 
the Blue, shrinks from 45 minutes to a half-hour, with Baukhage taking 
over the odd 15-minute spot for a news series from Washington....Allan 
Meltzer, of CBS publicity, will drum-beat ‘This Is War,’ the forthcoming 
four-network morale program for the Office of Facts and Figures. 


Baroness Helene de Polenzska varying her WBYN commentaries to 








, 








Hanna directing the ‘David Harum’ repeat on CBS, with Richard Leonard 
continuing to handle the original on NBC-Red (WEAF), as well as the 
‘Stella Dallas’ series....Ed Scatterday, WOR engineer, on leave of absence 
to take defense assignment....Jay Meredith newcomer to ‘Young Widder 
Brown’ cast....Dick Widmark, Arline Blackburn and Carl Eastman added 
to ‘Just Plain Bill’ company. 

Jo Ranson doing a ‘Travel Talks’ series Saturday mornings on WINS.... 
Gene Tierney and John Payne are tentatively set by Charles Martin for 
the Feb. 20 edition of Philip Morris ‘Playhouse’....Walter Houston guests 
this Friday night (13)....Edward G. Robinson will m.c. and play the lead 
Sunday night (15) in an adaptation of ‘Blue Chips Haggerty,’ with George 
Murphy, on ‘Keep ’Em Rolling’....The Andrews Sisters will algo guest on 
the show....Claude Rains appears on the same program the following 
week (22) in a repeat of ‘Valley Forge’....‘Helping Hand’ goes back on 
CBS at 4 p.m. daily....‘Renfrew Valley Folks,’ daily sertes on the same 
network out of Louisville, goes off....Reshuffle of the Saturday night 
schedule on the Blue (WJZ) to make room for the Government’s ‘This Is 
War’ series forced ‘Little Ol’ Hollywood’ off the network. 

Tommy Velotta, formerly NBC-Red program assistant to Phil Carlin, 
moved to Blue network news and special events, as assistant to Johnny 
Johnstone....The latter’s secretary, Ellen Heagerty, came along with him. 
....Jack Dempsey’s quiz show Saturday nights oun WOR for Piel’s beer 
forces the first half of the WGN operetta series out of New York, with 
Col. Robert R. McCormick’s talk in the clipped portion....Phil Carlin is 
looking for a mystery show to go in the 10:45-11 p.m. spot across the board 
on the Blue....‘Daughters of Uncle Sam,’ new all-sirl band series Sunday 
nights on the Blue, will originate at the Vanderbilt theatre....Betty Shay, 
production assistant and in charge of auditions for the NBC production 
department, is also assisting Axel Gruenberg on the direction of ‘Abie’s 
Irish Rose’ for Procter & Gamble....Leon Goldstein of WMCA had a 
warrant officer on his trafl last week for failing to answer a summons 
for smoking in the subway. 


IN HOLLYWOOD... 


Tue RApIo TRADE 1s DISCUSSING: Orson Welles finally making good his 
threat to hie away to South America, come what may in Academy 
awards—the draft and how it will strip the studios of up-and-coming 
youngsters and whether air comics will be given preferential treatment 
to keep the country’s funnybone jumping. 





Kay Kyser started his fifth year for Luckies, every one of them a full 
52 weeks....John Swallow putting the NBC production shop in order up 
Frisco way....Bill Danch switched over from Chase & Sanborn to ‘Fibber 
and Molly’ gag hatchery....Trudy Erwin, Kay Kyser’s thrush, will marry 


ular vocal spot on the Bob Burns souper....Bill Morrow and Ed Beloin 
took time out from Jack Benny scrivenings to write themselves an acting 
part with W. C. Fields in ‘Tales of Manhattan’ at 20th-Fox....Chet Lauck 
(Lum of L & A) running two of his nags at Hot Springs in his home state. 
One of the hayburners from his stable will fly his silks in the Kentucky 
Derby....Lawton Campbell returned to N.Y., leaving Pete Barnum here 
to keep tabs on Ruthrauff & Ryan shows here....Jim Barry shifted from 
KFWB to KFI barking staff....Russ Johnson in Washington on leave from 
KNX. Hal Hudson warming the swivel until he gets back....Lou Silvers 
now prefacing the Lux themer with the musical counterpart of the Morse 
code’s victory symbol, the first four notes of Beethoven’s ‘Fifth Symphony.’ 
It remains until the war is brought to a victorious finish....Clete Roberts, 
KMPC announcer, now heading the blue network’s news and special events 
department here... .Rollie Thomas came over to KFI from KHJ to replace 
Enlistee Phil MacMurray....Truman Bradley Army-bound soon....KFI 
turned over to service bands more than 5,000 scores of pop tunes and 
marckes....John Wolfe down from Frisco to line up talent for a transcrip- 
tion series, 





| shortened. 


. ; : . : | peats, 
Murdo MacKenzie, NBC engineer....Ginny Simms working into the reg- | 





JACK RUNYON WITH 
ROCKEFELLER GROUP 


Jack Runyon, until recently radio 
head of the Ted Bates agency, has 
joined the radio division of the 
Rockefeller Committee on Inter. 
American Affairs. 

After a few weeks in the New 
York office to familiarize himselt 
with the organization's work he wil] 
Set up and manage a branch office 
in some other city. 


P & G Policy 























Continued from page 27 


taken near-identical sales slants con. 
taining but slight variation. While 
the account never spots programs for 
two similar-type products (that is, 
two hard soaps, or powder or flake 
soaps) directly adjacent on the 
schedule, it was observed that in 
some cases the more or less simi- 
larly-aimed copy for such products 
as Ivory flakes and Ivory Snow is 
heard on programs separated by only 
a 15-minute span. 


With P.&G. buying - solid-hour 
blocks of network time, this oe. 
casionally results in two pairs of 


programs with fairly similar sales 
approaches occupying four consecu- 
tive 15-minute periods on the same 
network. It’s known that many day- 
time listeners let their dials stay un- 
changed for periods of an hour or 
more at a time. Hence the closer 
over-all supervision of copy. 
Breaks 


Another plan being worked out by 
the department is to make a slightly 
different use of the breaks between 
programs on each of the account's 
solid-hour blocks of network time. 
Short plug, somewhat like a ‘hitch- 
hike’ announcement, would be in- 
serted for a third product between 
the regular closing blurb on one pro- 
gram and the opening commercial 
on the next. Despite the addition of 
the extra announcement, the total 
amount of commercial copy would 
remain the same, as the regular 
blurbs for each program would be 
Furthermore, it’s figured 
that by breaking up the commercial 
copy into shorter units, the total 
commercial time may actually seem 
shorter to the listener. 


P.&G. recently added CBS repeats 
of its NBC-Red (WEAF) serials, ‘Vic 
and Sade’ and ‘Mary Marlin.’ These 
were isolated moves as experiments 
have indicated that in certain excep- 
tional instances a repeat show on an- 
other network gets almost as large 
an audience as an additional program 
on the second hookup. 

There is no P.&G. expectation now 
of dropping all CBS ‘originations’ 
and using that network only for re- 
This would require a com- 
plete switch in the traditional P.&G. 
policy of permitting its brands to 
operate semi-independently of each 
other. Such a change in policy 
might involve a saving of $15,000 or 
more a week in script and produc- 
tion costs. But it’s figured that the 
confusion of programs with prod- 
ucts, plus the necessity for a drastic 
revision of P.&G. operating policy, 
makes any such change unlikely, at 
least for the next couple of years. 





Niles Trammell, NBC president, 
who was operated for appendicitis 
at Roosevelt hospital, N. Y., a couple 
weeks ago, was reported yesterday 
(Tuesday) as steadily improving. 








+ 





8-H AT RADIO CITY IS 
BEING OVERHAULED 


Studio 8-H, in Radio City, N. Y., 
used for symphonic programs and 
other shows requiring large space, 
is being renovated and getting new 
equipment, starting this week. 
Among the innovations will be a 
sound-reflecting stage and more com- 
fortable chairs for the audience. 


Improvements will be similar to 
those in the company’s two new stu- 
dios on the sixth floor of the build- 
ing, 6-A and 6-B, 
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Robert Mosher West For 
Edgar Bergen Program 


Robert Mosher, who has been writ- 
ing both program material and com- 
mercials in the New York office of 
the J. Walter Thompson agency, was 
transferred last week to Hollywood 
whére he will work on the Edgar 
Bergen show. 

Mosher joined the agency four | 
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All Steele of D’Arcy Agcy. 
To Mexico for Coca-Cola 


Discs of Native Music 





Al Steele, radio supervisor of 
p’Arcy agency, left New York for 
Mexico City Saturday (7) to spend 
six weeks overseeing recording the 
native Mexican, Venezuelan, Colom- 
bian and Cuban talent for Coca- 
Cola transcribed programs used in 
those areas. Coca-Cola is to cut 156, 
15-minute platters used on 44 sta- 
tions. 

While in Mexico City recently 
with George Zachary, director of 
Coca-Cola’s Andre Kostelanetz series 
on CBS, Steele became interested in 
the wealth of native talent he came 
across. Current trip is the result. 





Cliff Gray, on WSPA, Spartanburg, 
S. C., as baritone, newscaster, etc., 
now also doubling as ‘Farmer Gray’ 
for station’s ‘Farm Page.’ 











Wh Liki 
ADVERTISERS 


Swe 
/\™ 
especially 
the 203* 
national and 
regional 
advertisers 
who helped 
to make 
1941 
our biggest 
year to date 


*And the 174 advertisers whose 
ness is strictly local in nature. 


KSO 
KRNT 


The Cowles Stations tn 


DES MOINES 


busi- 


NBC BLUE 
AND MUTUAL 
5000 WATTS 


BASIC 
COLUMBIA 
5000 WATTS 


Affiliated with the Des Moines 
Register and Tribune 


Represented by The Katz Agency 





Rooney Krafts for Bing 
While Latter on Swing 


Hollywood, Feb. 10. 

Mickey Rooney will be headman 
on Kraft Music Hall Feb. 12-19 so 
that Bing Crosby can go charity 
golfing with Bob Hope. Junket 
opens at Phoenix and then leads to 
the links at San Antonio, Houston 
and Dallas. Meanwhile Hope is 
under treatment for both throat and 
eye’ trouble. 

Coin for the exhibition matches 
goes to the Red Cross. 


HOCKEY ANNOUNCERS 
FORM ASSOCIATION 


St. Louis, Feb. 10. 

The Association of Hockey Broad- 
casters was formed here last week 
and officers were elected. The gab- 
bers spiel on the games in the Ameri- 
ean Hockey Association which em- 
braces St. Louis, Kansas City, Dallas, 
Tulsa, Fort Worth, Omaha, Minne- 
apolis. St. Paul and Wichita. 

Cy Casper of KXOK, St. Louis was 
named president; Tom Daly, WOW, 
Omaha and Tee Casper, KGKO, 
Fort Worth. vice-presidents; Frank 
Eschen. KSD, St. Louis, secretary, 
and Bill Duerney, WIL, St. Louis, 
treasurer. 

A dozen gabbers became charter 
members of the organization which 
will present a Sportsmanship Award 
to an outstanding player each seascn 
beginning with the current season. 


WAYS, CHARLOTTE, STARTS 


Has Blue and Mutual Programs— 
Harold Thoms Manager 

















Charlotte, N. C., Feb. 10. 

The much-delayed opening of 
WAYS, Charlotte’s new 1,000-watter, 
finally came off here when authority 
came through from FCC to begin 
operations. Station originally was to 
have opened in fall, but a string of | 
bad luck, set off by collapse of a 
300-foot tower, in which steeplejack | 
miraculously escaped death, which 
was followed by refusal of supersti- 
tious steeplejacks to work, 
with bad weather and difficulty in 
getting materials all contributed to 
force delay. 
three weeks, but was 
ing granted authority to begin op- 
erating. 

Station opened with NBC Blue 
network and is to add Mutual on 
Sunday (1). This gives Charlotte 
local coverage of all major networks, 
since NBC Red is carried by WSOC 
and CBS owns WBT. 

Harold H. Thoms is general man- 
ager, Robert’ Riggby is chief engineer, 
and Ron Jenkins is program director. 





Acme Lead Buys Into 


Chicago, Feb. 10. 

‘Breakfast Club’ variety show on 
the Blue network gets its third ad- 
vertiser, with Acme White Lead tak- 
ing a twice-weekly 15-minute shot 
over 65 stations, beginning Feb. 17, 
in a deal set through the Henri, 
Hurst & McDonald agency here. 

Other two sponsors are Swift & 
Co., which recently renewed for 52 
weeks its three-a-week 15-minute 
series and Cream of Wheat, 
has a twice-weekly 15-minute piece 
of the show. 


Opelika on Mutual 


Station WJHO, Opelika Ala., 
joined the Mutual network Sunday 





(8), bringing the number of af- 
filiates to 198. 

Outlet operates on 1400 ke., with 
250 watts in the daytime and 100 


watts at night. 





Charles Kucker’s New Job 
Chicago, Feb. 10. 
Charles Kucker has joined the 
Sherman & Marquette agency as 
office manager. 
Kucker was formerly office chief 
of the Lord & Thomas agency here. 











——__ 
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along | 


Station had been completed for 
conducting 
tests required by FCC prior to be- 


Chicago Breakfast Club 


which 


KRESS HEADS WRITERS 


Succeeds Savage in Chicago Radio 
Writers Guild 
Chicago, Feb. 10. 
Fred Kress was elected regional 








Guild at the organization’s annual | 
membership meeting Jan. 28 at the 
Drake hotel. He succeeds Courtenay 
Savage. 

Members of the regional council | 
elected at the same time are Leslie | 
Edgley, Dan Ryan, Orin Tovrov, 
Jack Payne, Pauline Hopkins, Made- | 
laine Clark, William Costello, George | 
Roosen and Jack Mitchell, with 
Hobart Donavan and Jim Pease 
alternates. 


Expect Coca-Cola 
To Quit Memphis 





Memphis, Feb. 10. 

Priorities will take their heaviest 
local radio toll if Coca-Cola follows 
through on its reported intention to 
drop sponsorship of Southern League 
baseball broadcasts this season. 
Memphis branch of soda pop firm 
has aired Memphis games play-by- 
play since 1930, first with Francis 
Chamberlin handling via the old 
station WNBR (now WMPS) and 
since 1938 with Bob Alburty spieling 
over WHBQ. 

Rationing of sugar has whacked 
coke output badly and station is re- 
ported already casting about for an- 
other sponsor in view of probable 
| cancellation. Everett Pidgeon, 
| drink magnate, is away in Florida at 
| | this time and final decision undoubt- 
|edly awaits his return. 
| Deal was probably 
| contract handled locally. 





vice-president of the Radio Writers | 


Baseball on WHBQ 


soft | 


largest single | to a Sunday night hour 


Inside Stuff —Radio 


Coincident with the 20th-Fox Miami 
| Islands’ last week, Irving Kahn, radio exploiteer for the film company, 
revived the standard that the Chamber of Commerce should defray 
line-charges for big-name radio programs as a means to induce more 
broadcasts from the Florida resort. It’s a seasonal yarn, and looks good 
On paper, since many a radio celeb might like to originate from Miami, 
| instead of N.Y. or Hollywood, were it not for the costly line charges, 
|Kahn used the Kate Smith show as a peg, since the Ted Collins-Kate 
| Smith entourage was brought to Florida to tie in with the ‘Islands’ pre- 
jmiere. Betty Grable and Jack Oakie, stars in the film, participated on 
the Smith show. 

| Incidentally, Collins is crowding in an extra week in Miami Beach, set- 
| ting his next Friday's show there, and hopping in Friday noon for the 
broadcast from N Y., thence to the Michigan Naval Base the week after, 
followed by otker military training stations. 








Beach premiere of ‘Song of the 





In relating the performing rights clearance problem that the Carnation 
Milk account encountered following the decision to include ASCAP num- 
bers in its transcription series a story in a recent issue of ‘Variety’ 
noted that the American Association of Advertising Agencies had cau- 
tioned its members against directly assuming any obligations for per- 
forming rights clearances. The caution from the Four A’s, it was pointed 
out by that organization last week applied only to mechanical rights. 





Trimount Clothing Co. would like to resume the weekly quarter-hour 
with Raymond Clapper and William Hillman on the Blue Network, but 
on the condition that the ‘America’s Town Hall Meeting’ program is moved 
up 15 minutes. 

Account used to be in the Thursday 9-9:15 p.m. niche, but after it went 
off the Blue assigned the 9 to i0 p.m. stretch to ‘Town Hall.’ 





Jean Tennyson (Mrs. Camille Dreyfus), soprano and guiding spirit of 
the Celanese-sponsored ‘Great Moments in History’ program (Young & 
Rubicam), expects to add some operettas and lighter pieces to the series 
after the current heavier items. She has been discussing the details with 
many in the trade. 





WCPO, Cincinnati (Scripps-Howard) has crashed through to second 
place in the latest C. E. Hooper daytime hours listening index for the city. 
Achievement is without benefit of network programs entirely on.a local 
programming job of news, sports, etc. 





Alfred Ryder played opposite Olivia DeHavilland in the first ‘Plays for 
Americans’ broadcast Sunday (1) over NBC. Raymond Johnson was 
credited in ‘Variety’s’ review, he having been originally cast for the part 
and so announced. 





G. W. (Johnny) Johnstone, who last week joined the Blue network as 
| director of special] events is an oldtimer at NBC, having joined WEAF, 
New York, March 23, 1923, when it was still A. T. & T. 








Something exceptional in inter-network and inter-star courtesy is the 
| buildup that Jack Benny is according to Fred Allen’s forthcoming switch 
on CBS. Benny started the buildup series last 
Sunday night (8). 

















listeners. 


Northeast Iowa. 


WNAX. 
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sell, as well as disect- 
ing 
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lowa know him 
like him well. 


CEDAR RAPIDS-WATERLOO 





KRNT_ 


DES MOINES 


CARTER REYNOLDS is 
one of the outstanding 
WMT newscasters who 
hold the spotlight be- 
fore news - conscious 
listeners in Eastern and 


MERRILL MULREADY 
heads the news staff at 
He handles 
several newscasts him- 


cient news anaaiads 


ROD HOLMGREN came 
to KSO after years at 
the Iowa State 
College station at 
Ames. Listeners al! over 
and 





GLEN LAW heads the 
KRNT News Staff. Five 
years of able presenta. 
tion of news have made 
him an outstanding fa- 
vorite of Central Iowa 


News is hoff 
It listeners depend 
Mthat’ s fresh—accure 


a staff of 15 men s tedied ne one thing—the able preséniation 
of news when and how our listeners want & 


These listeners, too, have discovered that oak the Cowles - 
Stations, in this territory, give them world and national news 


as reported by both Associated Press and Uniied Press, plus 


news of local interest gathered on the spot. 


, When you put these news facilities behind your product, 
over the strategically located stations in The Cowles Group, 
you get results from a genuine news service that can’t be 


duplicated by a “we-cover-everything”™ Station. 


Results count! And the Cowles Stations do get results. 


DES MOINES 


WNAX 
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Hope's script kept him talking about 
himself and all the other players’ 


32 «6RADIO REVIEWS 
Follow-Up Comment 
Freddie Martin's orchestra took 
over Monday night (9) for Lady 


Esther in lieu of Orson Welles, who 
is going to South America. Martin 
plays with a lazy, melodic charm the! 
kind of easy-flowing nostalgic tunes 
that are associated with this formula. 
It’s as warming and as ornate as an 
old lady’s shawl. He gave out with 
a modernized sample of Grieg’s A 
Minor piano concerto. This, among 
others, was easy hearing. Not easy, 
as usual, are those commercials by | 
that over-unctuous saleswoman, with | 
her phoney ‘sincerity’ that is the) 
essence of insincerity, and is imbued | 


lines cqntered on him was anything 
but attractive. 





‘Club Matinee’ on the Blue, ' 
program where they sing the world’s 
slowest songs, hit a new 


a ballad out of ‘Why Don't We Do 


This More Often?’ On this show 
they think nothing of singing the | 


hundred in 20 seconds, flat. 
‘The Man I Married’ is being writ- 
ten these days so nobody can pos- 


with everything slick and successful | sibly miss the idea. One gal has ap- 


and burpy about old 


‘selling.’ 





Lenore Ulric on Sunday (8) did a 
small role for ‘Inner Sanctum Mys- 


style radio! parently 
| illness, re- | , 
|cover, as her death would provide | plus the direct, pounding style of 


teries’ (Blue) and the opportunity it} 


granted Miss Ulric’s talents 
quite limited. 
was a shoddy piece of incredulity 
and Miss Ulric had little to do but 


break into the dialog occasionally to 


express concern over the mental | 


aberrations being shown by her 
switchman husband whose post was 
on an isolated mountain pass. The 


intended overtone of the story was | 


one of supernatural dread and Miss 
Ulric’s reading contributed aptly to 
this mood and was at all times re- 
strained and precise. 





Bob Hope originated his last 
week’s (3) broadcast on NBC-Red 
(WEAF) from March Field, Cal., and 
the result was dire for t!.e listening 
audience. There was remarkable (if 
unintentional) candor in the closing 
announcement, ‘Our broadcast from 
March Field tonight was for the 
entertainment of the Army Aijr 
Corps personnel.’ Gags, nearly all 
specialized for the visual audience, 
were labored and obvious. Of 
course, the soldiers almost tore down 
the joint cver every feeble line. 
That apparently fooled Hope and 
his cast into thinking the material 
was getting across, for they all 
sounded pleased, though the per- 
formance was distinctly rough. No- 
body expects a radio personality- 
comic to be bashful, but the way 
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BOB RIPLEY’S 
BELIEVE IT OR NOT SERIES 
Blue Network, Saturdays, 10 P.M. 
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just survived a critical 
but still doesn’t want to re- 


insurance money for her kid sister. 
Her faithful friend, with the subtlety 


'of a circus parade, is determined to | 


make her want to get well by giving 


talents Wa€S|her an interest in life—in this case, 
The script in itself| py promoting a romance with the 


young doctor. But he, the thick- 
skulled male, is blissfully unaware 
what the friend is driving at, al- 
though she does everything but 
whack him with a baseball bat to get 
the idea across, It’s kinda funny in 
an unabashed, unintentional way. 
Serial is on CBS for Campbell’s 


| soup. 





Coca-Cola commercials on _ the 
‘Spotlight Bands’ program on Mu- 
tual are now virtually anti-sales. 
As heard Tuesday night (3), the copy 
explained that because of sugar pri- 
orities Coca-Cola output is due to be 
drastically cut, so there will be less 
of the soft-drink available for pur- 
chase. Copy then stressed the prom- 
ise that Coca-Cola quality will be 
maintained. 





Tommy Cook, boy actor on Arch 
Oboler’s ‘Plays for Americans’ series 


on NBC contributed a brilliant bit! 


of acting. It was no easy load that 
had been delegated to the boy, but 
he carried it like a seasoned trouper. 
The emotional nuances were cut 
with crystal clearness, his enuncia- 
tion was exemplary and his balanc- 
ing of the poignant moments added 
much to the script’s impressive les- 
son in war morale. The theme dealt 
with the determination of a _ nine- 
year-old to find something that he 
could do in aiding America in its 
present trouble and the effect that 


| this quest had on some adult Ameri- 
| cans. 


| clearly, 
| phraseology that gave it interesting 


Suggestion for the morale-build- 
ing boys in Washington: 
copies of this particular program 
might be made available to every in- 
dependent station in the country. It 
conveys a terrific message in a ter- 
rific way. 

George Putnam, reading the news 
for RCA-Victor last Tuesday night 
(3) on NBC-Red (WEAF), had an 
unusually well-written script. Ma- 
terial was presented directly and 
with neat touches of vivid 


highlights. 





Ed Roberts, announcing the 
and Sade’ serial from Chicago on 
NBC-Red (WEAF), always reads the 


| closing spiel with a little chuckle, as 
| if he were afraid the listeners might 
| not get the fact that it’s a comedy 


show. It’s unnecessary and slightly 
irritating. Wednesday’s (4) chapter 
was up to standard for the series, 
but there were a number Of fluffs 
by the cast. 

‘Great 


Celanese’s Moments in 


| Music’ had presented ‘Pagliacci’ last 


| Wednesday 


| exhibited smooth 
ia long 


(4), 
peared in the roles of Tonio and 
Silvio and sang an abbreviated 
version of the Prologue in magnifi- 
cent style climaxed by a high ‘A’ 
flat of brilliance of tone. Baritone 
legato effects and 
line in his duet with Jean 
Tennyson. Jan Peerce as Canio de- 
livered himself of an excellent ‘Vesti 
la Giubba’ sung with powerful dra- 


matic intensity and golden quality. 
‘No, Pagliaccio non son!’ could haves 
been just as effective if the tenor 


the | 


high the | 
other day. Curly Bradley even made | 


Recorded | 


‘Vic | 


Robert Weede ap- | 


had not omitted the first ‘B’ flat. 
Peerce has no difficulty with a ‘B’ 
flat, and why he chose to omit it and 
spoil the effect of an otherwise 
brilliant aria is a question. 

Miss Tennyson shows improvement. 
| Once past the treacherous coloratura 
of the recitative of the ‘Bird Song’ 
her delivery of the aria was quite 
| good. She got off several good high 
s. 

Weakness of this operatic excerpt 
series remains the jerk continuity 
on which the standard pieces are 
skeletonized for radio. George 
Sebastian directs the 65 piece or- 
chestra. 





| Aspertane commercials on 

| John B. Hughes comment show on 
| Mutual from the Coast totaled only 
two minutes and 25 seconds as heard 
Wednesday (3). That’s a great im- 
| provement on the previously over- 
|long copy, but the repetitious copy, 


| writing, still make the announce- 
ments seem long. Hughes continues 
to be an enlightening and absorbing 
}commentiator, particularly as the 
Coast point of view he expresses is 
infrequently heard in the east. 





‘David Harum’ is frankly a rube 
show, broadly written and broadly 
played. Heard Wednesday (4) on 
NBC-Red (WEAF), it dealt with the 
hero’s efforts to fix up the growing 


complications in the life of Mrs. 
Goodbody, a _ kindly widow who 
raises carrier pigeons and is cur- 


rently being courted by a hayseed 
named Ezekiel. Pretty ordinary 
stuff, apparently aimed at the corn 
consumers, 





‘Lincoln; The War Years’ (Carl 
Sandburg boiled into 27 minutes by 
Robert Sherwood) was_ repeated 
Monday night (9) on NBC for the 
third year by Dupont. Raymond 
Massey again did Lincoln, the ha- 
rassed president. It was less vivid 
in the re-telling perhaps, but the 
irony of the two apple-eating, crop- 
discussing farmers beyond whose 
idle words can be heard the Gettys- 
burg address remains a stabber. 





‘Our Gal Sunday,’ after all these 
years, is going back to Silver Creek 
}and the two gruff old miners who 
raised her there. Although her mar- 
riage to ‘England’s richest and hand- 
|somest lord’ is almost pure - bliss, 
| there’s trouble in the offing, as her 
friend Cynthia is about to be tried 
for murder. Wednesday's (4) epi- 
sode on CBS contained a glowing 
farewell scene between Sunday and 
Lord Henry. Two following bits of 
thought sequence, by Sunday on the 
departing train and her husband 
back at the railroad station, were 
tenderly written but the technique 
is essentially artificial. Production 
was generally effective, but more ex- 
tensive and expressive use could 
have been made of music. 


Elsa Maxwell handed out a lot of 
supposed inside on the graciousness 
and affability of the British royal 
family in her 15 minutes of chit chat 
for Ry-Krisp over WJZ-NBC, New 
York, Friday night at 10 p.m. Also 
included buildup for Gertrude Law- 
rence. Miss Maxwell spoke about 
Alexander Korda and Merle Oberon, 
| Deems Taylor’s new opera opening, 
| Rosalind Russell holding hands with 


| her husband, all too, too entre nous. 














| Red Skelton had an uneven show 
|last week (3) on NBC-Red (WEAF) 
'for Raleigh cigarets. Comic is 
| unique in his ability to create laugh 
characterizations, and his juve pest 
in the final skit was good. First two 
sketches were inferior material, 
however, and weren’t redeemed in 
| performance. Program is improving 
in general. Harriet Hilliard is okay 
| foil for Skelton and Ozzie Nelson’s 
| choice of oldie tunes for his orches- 
tra is shrewd programming for the 
late hour in the east. Raleigh’s com- 
mercials are skillfully pointed, but 
| the sponsor and agency men must 
|}have had apoplexy when an ap- 
parent visual mishap ignited a studio 
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laugh during the second blurb on | 
last week’s show. 

Fritz Blocki’s radio production of 
‘Blossom Time’ over WOR-Mutual | 
(from WGN, Chicago), proved a rich 
melodious radio Saturday night 8:30- 
9:30 p.m. locki, who in addition to 
producing the operetta also wrote 
the script in collaboration with Fran 
Coughlin, wisely placed the accent 


|} On Music, using dialog in a properly 
| subordinate fashion only to maintain 
the story thread. Orchestra, under 
the direction of Henry Weber, and 
| the singing ensemble, blended skil- 
fully. Robert Weede sang the Franz 
Schubert role, and Marion Claire 
was Mitzi. 





| ‘Life Can Be Beautiful’ was a 
| weepy show Wednesday (4) on CBS. 
| It happens that Steve is to take a 
|‘break the charmed circle.’ 
| didn’t want him to go, 
| David told her about Mayor La- 

Guardia (whom he called ‘Butch’) 
| and how firemen have to respond to 


| alarms, even if they'll probably turn | 
out to be false. Although the reason- | 
that | 


ing wasn’t entirely clear, 
seemed to convince Chichi that 
Steve should take the job, so she 
| sobbed through the balance of the 
| script. Procter & Gamble’s 


'new job away somewhere and thus | 
Chichi | 
but Papa, 


! com- | 
}mercials plugged a testimonial con- | 


the | 


TALLULAH BANKHEAD 

With Vincent Price, George Cou- 

louris, Ray Block Orch, Chorus, 

Audrey Mersh, Jack Smith 
30 Mins. 

PHILIP MORRIS CIGARETS 

Tuesday, 8 p.m. 

WEAF-NBC, New York 
(Biow) 

Opening stanza of new series was 
marked by Miss Bankhead’s authori- 
tative delivery and the excellent 
support of Vincent Price. Under 
| Charles Martin’s direction the com- 
| pact ‘Philomel Cottage’ piece, based 
|} On an Agatha Christie yarn, moved 
}smoothly and held attention. But 
| whether the splicing of a morbid 
horror tale into a half-hour musical 
program adds up to sound showman- 
ship is something else again. Skits 
in warmer, more cheerful vein would 
be more appropriate with a band 
show of this type. The play is 
about a woman who kills her three- 
months-wed husband via the arsenic 
route upon discovery that he is a 
fugitive Bluebeard, with several 
murdered wives to his credit. 

Miss Bankhead read from a diary 
as the story opened. It was all done 
with impeccable artistry and telling 
effect. George Coulouris did a small 
bit of a discarded suitor. 

For the rest, show proceedings 
were much as usual. Ray Block’s 
orchestra provided a couple of pleas- 
ant musical interludes, opening with 
a salute to Georgetown University. 
Audrey Marsh, warbler with the 
band, sang ‘You Made Me Love You’ 
in appealing style, while Jack Smith, 
vocalist, wound up _ the session 
nicely with a Latin-American samba 
rhythm, backed by the Block orch. 

Commercials were straight, deal- 
ing with sales statistics and quality, 
while Miss Bankhead was plugged 
two or three times as ‘one of -the 
great actresses’ on the American 
stage. Given material in harmony 
with the general program idea she 
should be a more potent asset. 

Mori. 








test offering a first prize of $100 a 
month for life, plus a $5,000 cash 
bonus. 





‘Bright Horizon, the Story of 
Michael West,’ has modified its 
hero’s characterization considerably, 
but still is a Inbored serial. Origi- 
nally an embittered young fellow, 
Michael is now the compassionate 
husband of a gal whose child by her 
former husband is threatened with 
blindness. On the Wednesday (4) 
episode on CBS the mother swamped 
the studio with anguish, while 
Michael was a bulwark of sym- 
pathetic strength. It was of the in- 
tense melodrama brand of writing, 
apparently on the theory that femme 
dialers like to suffer. But Michael 
no longer sings, which is something. 
Silver Dust commercials stressed the 
‘suds-sational’ angle, with a Wal- 





| Roy Shields is offering a pleasant 


| program of concert and concertized- 
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| of its ‘Playhouse’ series on CBS, ‘in- 


greenish ingenue used in the drama- 
tized closing plug. 





pop music Tuesday 
NBC-Red (WEAF) from Chicago. 
As heard last week (3) it consisted 
of tricky arrangements and orches- 
trations of standard selections, with 
‘cute’ light continuity by Jim Pease. 
Finale of the show was his small- 
orchestra version of the last three 
movements of Beethoven’s Seventh 
Symphony. There’s a new Novelty 
on the series, a woodwind and brass 
group called the Savants. 


midnights on 


Philip Morris continues to have 














Charles Martin, adaptor and director 


| troduce’ each week's show, but still | 
| takes the edge off his spiel by having 


|the announcer say it for him just 


|a moment or so previously. Mad- 
| eleine Carroll, guesting on Friday 
|night’s (6) edition of the series, 


played the Ginger Rogers part in a 
|}condensed version of 
| Lady.’ 
| Carroll sounded like anything but a 
|nitery singer, and her comedy play- 
ing was only fair. But her straight 
|romantice scenes were effective 


‘Vivacious | 
It was tricky casting, as Miss | 


and | 


the script was artfully condensed to | 


include all the e 
the yarn’ 


ential incident and 
comedy. 


Lawrence, Mass.—Arthur A, New- 
comb, formerly commercial manager | 
| of WOCB, Hyannis, Mass., has joined | 
WLAW, as assistant sales manager. 
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‘THEY LIVE FOREVER’ 

With Ronald Colman, William Ad- 
ams, Ed Mayehoff, Don Douglas, 
Vicki Vola, Maurice Tarplin, Ted 
Osborn, Guy Repp, Berry Kroeger, 
Lyn Murray chorus, orchestra 

30 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Sunday, 10:30 p.m. 

WABC-CBS, New York 


With the intention of ‘promoting 
victory-thinking,’ this new half-hour 
series, ‘They Live Forever,’ was 
launched Sunday night (8) by CBS 
in the 10:30 spot formerly occupied 
by Columbia Workshop. Opening 
stanza announced, ‘This is a program 
of fact, not fiction. This is a pledge 
to these dead that we will not for- 


get.’ In a sort of dedication, it prom- 
ised, ‘You who have given your lives 
for us, will live forever’ and ‘We 
swear to you gallant men, America 
will avenge its dead.’ 


Show ranged from solemn recita- 
tion of actual casualty lists to dram- 
atizations of bits about the slain sol- 
diers and sailors, an impersonation 
of President Rooseveit reading a 
pled: e to the nation, dramatized in- 
cidents of Jap treachery, dramatized 
capsules of armament production, 
quotes from ‘Mein Kampf,’ pleas for 
sugar conservation, an excerpt from 
a church service, various anthems 
and marches, a Detroit pickup of 
several brave sentences by the actual 
mother of a dead young soldier and, 
finally, a Hollywood pickup of Ron- 
ald Colman reading Gene Fowler’s 
‘The Finest Hour.’ It was mani- 
festly sincere, impassioned and all- 
inclusive. It was on a theme of 
tremendous potential emotion and 
inspiration. Yet it was generally 
confused and incoherent, and only 
momentarily affecting. In short, it 
was unsatisfying and disappointing. 

A few aspects of the show were 
notable. There was the vigorous, if 
insufficiently centered, writing. The 
sobering effect of the Sqeuesy lists 
and the dramatized bits by relatives 
and acquaintances of the dead men. 
There was the almost cruel predica- 
ment of the bereaved Detroit mother, 
falteringly reading about her ‘solemn 
pride that he died for you and me, 
that we may have freedom,’ then 
after a pause concluding, ‘My son 
gave what he had. He lived up to a 
mother’s expectation.’ There were 
the jarring contrasts of calls for re- 
venge against the enemy and drama- 
tized war industry, of jibes at the 
Japs and ringing calls of patriotism. 
There was, finally, Colman’s curi- 
ously subdued reading of the Fowler 
paean. Obviously the program is 
due for drastic sharpening and 
smoothing. 

Script was written by Howard 
Teichman and Jerome Lawrence. 
Charles Vanda directed and the sug- 
gestive score was cOmpoOsed and con- 
ducted by Lyn Murray. Hobe. 


‘RADIO BACKSTAGE’ 
With Louise Hill Howe 
Sustaining 
5 Mins.—Local 
Daily, 3 p.m. 
KSL, Salt Lake City 

This is KSL femme commentator 
Louise Hill Howe selling radio to 
the listeners. Miss Howe has good 
mike technique, rendering lines with 


an easy intimacy. No ‘Hollywood’ 
glitter and glamor here: no re- 
counting of radio star’s favorite 
toothpaste. Rather, a few unusual 


sidelights on radio personalities but 
mostly generalities of the radio busi- 
ness applied to _ specific cases 
Smoothly written, bdlanced, and 
nicely presented. 

Scripter is Gladys 
ney, 


Wagstaff Pine 
June. 
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‘Ballo in Maschera’ Thursday (5) 
Degen vocally, in that certain 
artists’ efforts stood out sharply over 
those of their colleagues. It was the 
opera's first Met presentation this 
season. Opera. was to have been 
dropped from the repertoire, but was 
carried when Giovanni Martinelli ex- 
erienced phenomenal success in it 
in Chicago last November, leading to 
his being assigned the lead part. 

The tenor assumed the title role 
for the first time in 26 years in u.. 
delivering a splendid performance. 
He was in the best voice in several 
years. He also dominated with his 
acting. John Charles Thomas ran the 
tenor a close second in his first Met 
appearance of the year, stopping the 
show twice with ‘Alla Vita and Eri 
Tu.’ The American baritone’s voice 
is still luscious. and his phrasing is 
impeccable. His acting could have 
been more vibrant, but he was al- 
ways in character. 

Stella Roman gave a generally un- 
even performance. Josephine An- 
toine delivered with zest and spar- 
kle. The ‘Volta la terra and ‘Saper 
Vorreste’ while not. great music, are 
outstanding arias in bravura style 
for a lyric-coloratura, and Miss An- 
toine had style, flexibility and big- 
ness of voice to make the most of 
them. Anna Kaskas, substituting for 
an ill Bruna Castagna, was inade- 
quate, as she lacked both the top and 
bottom required for ‘Re dell’abiso. 
In ensemble work she was drowned 
oe Cordon and Nicola Mos- 
cona made much of the mocking 
laughter scene in the third act, and 
Ettore Panizza struggled with an or- 
chestra which had plenty of life, but 
varied from true pitch. 

‘Samson et Dalilia,’ presented last 
Friday, found Kerstin Thorborg sing- 
ing Dalilia for the first time this 
season. The contralto does not pos- 
sess a seductive figure, and her act- 
ine lacked conviction. 

Vocally she performed best in ‘Mon 
coeur s’ouvre a ta voi’ and ‘Prin- 
temps qui commence.’ The ‘Amor 
viens Aider’ found the low ‘A’ flat 
lacking in resonance. 

Rene Maison, as Samson, was in his 
best voice of the year. The ‘Arretez 
o mes Freres’ carried power, and his 
‘B’ flat at the end of the duet with 
Dalilia in Act II was true to pitch. 
His acting and French diction were 
of the highest order. Lansing Hat- 
field, appearing for the first time as 
Abimelech, lacked power and bril- 
liance of tone. He was feeling his 
way as an actor. Leonard Warren 
was an ‘impressive High Priest, vo- 
eally and dramatically, and Nicola 
Moscona an adequate Old Hebrew. 
Wilfred Pelletier conducted bril- 
liantly. 





‘Siegfried,’ in its first seasonal pres- 
entation Friday afternoon (6), was 
fair, with the feature being the first 
appearance on any stage of Elisabeth 
Rethberg as Bruennhilde. The so- 
prano did an excellent job. If not 
suited by nature to the exacting dra- 
matic requirements, she at least 
didn’t force her voice. Her acting 
was excellent throughout. 

Lauritz Melchior was apparently 
as fresh at the end as the beginning. 
Though the role is not his happiest, 
he sang well. The first-act forging 
song went very well, but his attack 
on the dragon was somewhat hammy. 
Friedrich Schorr found the Wan- 
derer’s music within his metier. The 
veteran baritone’s acting was un- 
surpassable. Karl Laufkoetter made 
an excellent Mimi, and Walter 
Olitzki an adequate Alberich. Em- 
manuel List and Nadine Conner did 
well, and Karin Branzell, while find- 
ing much of Erda’s music too low, 
Sang creditably. 

Erich Leinsdorf conducted with 
spirit. 





‘Lohengrin,’ repeated by the Met 
Monday night (9), saw a familiar 
cast delivering a good, routine per- 
formance. 

Again, Lauritz Melchior, who has 
sung every Wagnerian role this win- 
ter at the Met, was in superb voice. 
Tenor reached his greatest vocal 
heights with the ‘In fernem Landt’ 
of the last act, and in his bridal 
chamber duet with Astrid Varnay. 
The young soprano repeated her ex- 
cellent portrayal of Elsa, singing with 
the calm assurance of a_ veteran. 
Karin Branzell was forced consider- 
ably to make some of Ortrud’s music 
but her authoritative delivery and 
acting made up for it. Herbert Jans- 
sen was so-so as Telramund vocally, 
and Norman Cordon was dominating 
as the King. Erich Leinsdorf con- 
ducted brilliantly—as usual. 





‘Faust’ Saturday evening (7) was 
featured by an extraordinary title- 
role portrayal by Raoul Jobin, ap- 
pearing locally for the first time in 
that part. It was the second per- 
formance of the Met season for 
Faust.’ 

Jobin’s top #tones are about the 
best the Met possesses: his ‘C’ in 

alut demeure’ was brilliant. He 
tossed ‘B’ flats and ‘B’ naturals 
around all evening like child’s play, 
while his lyric voice shaded to a 
fire point when 


French diction was excellent and his 
figure was pane. 

Richard Bonelli delivered a better 
performance than in the opener, and 
his tones became firmer and more 
resonant as the evening grew older. 
Licia Albanese showed a brilliant 
high voice, terrible costuming—and 
not much else. Norman Cordon was 
an impressive Mephisto, vocally and 
even more so dramatically, where 
his six feet five towered over the 
others. Lucielle Browning was an 
uninspired Siebel, and Sir Thomas 
Beecham conducted frantically. 





‘Tosca’ was given one of its best 
presentations of the season Satur- 
day afternoon (7). Frederick Jagel, 
heard for the first time this season 
as Mario, was in exceptional voice 
and his ‘Recondita Armonia’ and 
‘E Lucevan le Stelle’ stopped the 
show. It was a pleasure to listen 
to a tenor whose voice was not 
dwarfed by the powerful tones of 
Grace Moore. 

In the title role, and just out of a 
sick bed, the soprano was superb. 
The voice had a clear, polished 
luster in the upper register which 
was thrilling, and the savage in- 
tensity of the second act was painted 
stark and vivid against its somber 
background. Alexander Sved again 
was the stumbling block, trying hard 
but ineffectually vocally and dra- 
matically as Scarpia. Alessio De 
Paolis, in the minor role of Spoletta, 
and Salvatore Baccaloni almost stole 
the show. 

Ettore 
fire. 


Panizza conducted with 





‘Carmen’ was far from outstanding 
in its second performance of the sea- 
son. Lily Djanel, in the title role, 
again danced well and swayed se- 
ductively. But she was brassy on 
top, short on bottom and uneven 
throughout her scale. Miss Dianel’s 
interpretation was again vulgar in 
spots and wholly undistinguished. 

Charles Kullman’s tenor had no 
ring and lacked the power to be 
heard above a full orchestra. Leon- 
ard Warren could be heard—which 
was regrettable—and he still looks 
too ponderous for a bull-fighter. Li- 
cia Albanese again stole the show 
with her ‘Je dis que rien,’ but her 
makeup was poor. 

Sir Thomas Beecham’s conducting 
was distinguished by his loud-voiced 
urging of the orch and singers. He 
does not aid his singers with cues, 
and they must sink or swim without 
him. 


PHILA. BOW FOR 





Philadelphia, Feb. 10. 

Deems Taylor’s new opera, ‘Ra- 
muntcho,’ world-premiered last 
night (Tuesday) by the Philadelphia 
Opera Co. at the Academy of Music 
here, proved that the first great— 
or even good—-American opera has 
yet to be written. Taylor, with the 
best reputation of any 
| composer, has had twe works pre- 
sented by the Met. 

Opera, in three acts, takes place 


the Pyrenees during the late 19th 
century. Libretto concerns’ the 
tragedy of a youth born out of wed- 
lock and a girl whose mother vio- 
lently opposes their love. When the 
boy goes to war the mother conceals 





his letters until the girl, in despair, 
| enters a convent. On his return he 
| attempts to make her repudiate her 
| vows, but she refuses. 

| From this story Taylor has manu- 
|factured a series of bombastic epi- 
| sodes, none of which is very enter- 
taining. The opera drags _inter- 
|minably and resembles operetta, or 
| bad musical comedy, rather than 
| grand opera. The few high notes 
tossed in for members of the com- 
pany do not constitute grand opera. 
Much of the music is very poor. 

There’s continual repetition in the 
music. One aria for baritone, ‘O, 
beer is good,’ is suggestive of ‘I’ve 
Got Plenty of Nothin’’ from George 
Gershwin’s ‘Porgy and Bess.’ 

From a presentation standpoint, 
the young company did well. Dor- 
othy Sarnoff, as the girl, disclosed a 
firm lyrico-spinto of considerable 
power and good control. Her acting 
was satisfactory. William Hess, the 
tenor, an expert musician, has a 
brilliant lyric tenor of extraordi- 
narily luscious quality, a fine even 
legato and powerful top tones. The 
| Met has few tenors who can supply 
the clarion ring he gives to a top 
‘B’ flat. His acting was excellent, 
but he is so youthful looking as to 
look almost like a cherub. 

Howard Vanderberg disclosed a 
resonant, powerful baritone, Frances 
Watkins an _ excellent coloratura in 
the making, Gabrielle Hunt a good 
mezzo-soprano, while minor roles 
were in good hands. Sylvan Levin 
conducted with authority and got 
the most out of a poor score. 
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American | 


in the Basque village of Etchezar in | 


N. Y. Concert Reviews 


JAN 

NIN 
Tenor-Soprans 
Carnegie Hall, N. Y., Feb. 3, 1942 

Jan Peerce and Dusolina Giannini 
were both in excellent voice at their 
Carnegie Hall joint recital. 

The tenor’s low notes showed off 
to particular advantage, and his ex- 
cellent phrasing, diction and tre- 
mendous ‘B’ flats in ‘Cielo e Mar’ 
from ‘Gioconda’ won him an encore 
of Rossini’s ‘La Danza.’ Latter was 
sung with sparkle and spirit. Two 
French and two English songs also 
were done in top fashion and encores 
of ‘Rachel quand du Seigneur’ and 
‘La donna e mobile’ followed. 
Peerce then joined Miss Giannini in 
duets from ‘Cavalleria Rusticana,’ 
‘Tosca’ and ‘Traviata,’ all of which 
were delivered with his full-bodied, 
rich quality, impeccable line, excel- 
lent musicianship and ringing top 
tones. 

The soprano opened with « group 
of seven lieder by Brahms, two of 
which were encores sung in superb 
German and with magnificent in- 
terpretation. English and Italian 
songs followed, but her best work 
was in a fine rendition of ‘Pace Mio 
Dio’ from ‘Forza Del Destino,’ cli- 
maxed by a terrific top ‘B’ natural. 
At times her voice took on an edge 
on top, but for the most part it was 
under excellent control, especially in 
the upper register, where the B’s 
and C’s flowed with immense power, 
clarity and ease. 





SRERCE-BUSOLINA GIAN- 





The N. Y. Daily Critics Said: 
_ Times (Taubman): ‘For sheer qual- 
ity of vocal tone, dramatic soprano 
and tenor have seldom been heard 
to better advantage.’ 
Tribune (Thomson 
America’s finest vocalists.’ 


‘Two of 





ALEXANDER BRAILOWSKY 
Pianist 
Carnegie Halli, N. Y., Feb. 7, 1942 

Alexander Brailowsky’s recital at 
Carnegie Hall Saturday afternoon 
(7) was brjlliant. It was impossible 
to single out any group of selections 
as being best. Each was played with 
so complete a technical mastery and 
with so much fire and spirit. as to 
warrant the near-forbidden term 
‘perfection.’ 

The Chopin group, a series of 12 
etudes, was probably best of the pro- 
gram. 





The N. Y. Daily Critics Said: 

Times (Straus): ‘Playing was so 
superb it is difficult to select one as 
superior to another.’ 

Tribune (Boehm): ‘Stupendous 
technique...tonal loveliness... 
breadth of style...genuine feeling... 
unerring accuracy of finger at a ver- 
tiginous tempo.’ 





MARGARET SPEAKS 
Soprano 
Town Hall, N. Y., Feb. 3, 1942 
Margaret Speaks possesses a voice 
that’s small but accurate as to pitch; 
| it has a fine lyric quality and is used 
by its owner with intelligence and 
discretion. Miss Speaks’ top notes 
are not her forte, but her singing in 
the middle and upper middle reg- 
isters was excellent. Her interpreta- 
tive abilities were splendid; in fact, 
everything she tried went well. Re- 
cital, if anything, became monoton- 
ous because of its general clarity and 
lack of daring. 








The N. Y. Daily Critics Said: 

Post: ‘Lovely voice, attractive stage 
personality, ¢areful manner of sing- 
ing. Occasionally faltered to a slight 
degree from the correct pitch.’ 

World Telegram: ‘Intelligent con- 
ception of the music.’ 





ROMAN TOTENBERG 

Violinist 

Town Hall, N. Y., Feb. 3, 1942 
Disclosing firm, cleancut technique 

and excellent style, Roman Toten- 

berg, however, showed that he still 

has to arrive as a finished artist. 

| Some of his bravura work has yet 


to be consolidated and he leans back- | 


wards so far from sentimentalization | 
that his work suffers at times from | 
a lack of warmth. But he’s definitely 
a comer. Eddy. 


The N. Y. Daily Critics Said: 

Times (Taubman): ‘Violinist was 
at his best in passages of a dramatic 
or virtuoso character.’ 

Tribune (Lawrence): 
| distinction. 
nique and aristocratic style.’ 


WILL INTRO PIANO SUITE 
Belle Fenstock, who has had a 
number of her instrumental composi- 
tions published by Witmark, will in- 
troduce her latest modern piano 
suite, ‘Moods in Color,’ in a guest 








‘Recital of | 
Played with fine tech- | 








Koussevitsky Philharmonic Dates 


An Official Secret From the Public 
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Pardon Me, Bud 





Jamestown, N. Y., Feb. 10. 

Someone took abeating here 
Friday (6), when a local news- 
paper wrote item in connection 
with recital of Sergei Rachmani- 
noff before _ivic Music audience 
of over 1,600. 

Story referred to Rachmanin- 
off as ‘the composer of Concerto 
in F, which fills the taverns and 
the air as Swing America’s lead- 
ing hit number, 


AGMA, AFM IN 
SETTLEMENT 
OF DISPUTE 


Two-year-old jurisdictional dispute 
between the American Guild of 
Musical Artists and the American 
Federation of Musicians was settled 
Monday (9) in New York. Lawrence 
Tibbett and James C. Petrillo, re- 
spective presidents of AGMA and 
AFM, signed pact ending the battle, 
which involved jurisdiction over 
concert instrumental soloists. Row 
had dragged through various court 
proceedings. Main points of pact 
are: 

‘AFM jurisdiction over all concert 
solo instrumentalists is recognized 
by AGMA. 

‘But AGMA’s position as exclusive 
bargaining representative for such 
artists is granted by AFM. 

‘Each recognizes the other’s right 
to enroll solo instrumentalists, and 
both groups are to notify the concert 
management agencies of agreement. 

‘AGMA’s lawsuit against AFM is 
withdrawn. 

‘There will be no travelling or 
residence restrictions upon concert 
appearances of solo artists nor shall 
either union impose unreasonable 
dues or initiation fees. 

‘AGMA will not claim jurisdiction 
over accompanists, conductors, com- 
posers, arrangers, instrumental 
groups or orchestras. Piano accom- 
panists will not be subject to travel- 
inging or residence restrictions while 
on tours with solo artists. Minimum 
fees and conditions for acccmpanists 
to be established only by joint agree- 
ment. AFM agrees not te withdraw 
piano accompanists from AGMA 
members for a period of five years.’ 

Although the agreement contains 
several contradictory or inconclusive 
angles, it is considered the clearest 
settlement obtainable after weeks of 
negotiations. Apparently both Pe- 
trillo and AGMA are anxious to 
work harmoniously so a minimum of 
disputes are likely. Indications are 
that the two unions now may co- 
operate in dealings with concert and 
opera managements, and on other 
matters. 














Wagner to Stress 
3 Opera Troupes 


On Road Bookings 


Charles L. Wagner will concen- 
trate the majority of his bookings on | 


his three touring opera companies 
next fall. The veteran manager feels 
that the sold-out tours he has had 
the past two seasons for his produc- 
tions of ‘Barber of Seville’ and ‘Don 


| Pasquale’ warrant this emphasis. The 


new opera to be added is ‘Boheme’ 
Frances Greer, of the Philadelphia 


| Opera Co., has been added to the 


‘Boheme’ cast and her husband, Rob- 


| ert Gay, baritone, will be understudy 


| Club of America’s concert at the | 


| Waldorf-Astoria, N.Y., Feb. 12. 





St. L. Symph Tours 
St. Louis, Feb. 10. 


leadership of Vladimir Golschmann 


appearance at the National Opera| ‘to Marcello in the same company. 


Wagner’s other artists will include 
the Farbman String Symphony, with 


Edith Shiller as piano soloist, and 
the Pan American quartet. Other 
singers include Jeanette MacDonald, 


The St. Louis symph orch, under! Jan Kiepura, Alexander Kipnis, Lu- 
cielle Browning, Jean Tennyson, Vic- 


is on tour, with a sked of 16 concerts/ tor Laderoute end John Gurney. He 
in 11 cities in five states, the most| will have two instrumentalists, Jo- 


ambitious treking in the 
history. 


symph’s| seph Battista, pianist, and Howard 


Boatwright, -vwiolinigt 


¥ 


Even if CBS is permitted to broad- 
cast the New York Philharmonie 
symphony concerts which Serge 
Koussevitsky is slated to conduct at 
Carnegie Hall, N. Y., Feb. 22 and 
March 1, the network will refrain 
from giving him any billing on the 
air. Nor will it mention his name 
in any publicity releases. Columbia 
personnel is under instructions to 
answer all inquiries on the subject 
of the Koussevitsky dates with the 
remark that the network is not an- 
nouncing the designated conductor 
for those two Sundays. 

This situation is an outgrowth of 
the latest drive by the American 
Federation of Musicians to unionize 
the Boston Symphony orchestra, of 
which Koussevitsky is the regular 
conductor. James C. Petrillo, AFM 
prez, several weeks ago withdrew 
his objection to the bringing in of 
Koussevitsky individually as guest 
conductor for the 100% unionized 
Philharmonic, but, according to the 
statement of an AFM aide Monday 
(9), the question of whether permis- 
sion will be granted for the broad- 
casting of the two dates will have to 
await the return of Petrillo from 
Miami, where he is attending a ses- 
sion of the AFM’s executive board. 


MET 796 IN 11TH 
WK., DROPS 
$9,000 


The Metropolitan Opera Co. of 
N. Y. lost approximately $5,500 in its 
llth week ending Monday (9) night. 
Company grossed an estimated $75,- 
000 out of a possible $103,000 on 
seven performances. 

Estimates for the Week 

Wednesday (4), ‘Carmen,’ $13,000; 
profit,.$1,000; Thursday (5), ‘Ballo in 
Maschera,’ $10,000; loss, $2,000; Fri- 
day afternoon (6), ‘Siegfried,’ $6,500; 
loss, $5,500; Friday evening (6), 
‘Samson et Dalilia,’ $11,000; loss, $1,- 
000; Saturday afternoon (7), ‘Tosca,’ 
$12,500; profit, $500; Saturday eve- 
ning (7), ‘Faust,’ $9,000; profit, $500 
| ($4.40 top); Monday (9), ‘Lohengrin,’ 
| $13,000; profit, $1,000. 


Stokowski to Lead Orch 


%f 100; 200 in Chorus At 
U.S. ‘Nevsky’ Premiere 














The Cosmopolitan Opera Co. under 
Max Rabinoff will present the first 
performance in America of Serge 
Prokofieff’s opera, "Alexander Nevs- 
ky,’ on April 28 at the Cosmopolitan 
| Opera House, N. Y., under Leopold 
Stokowski. An orchestra of 100, 
either the NBC Symphony or a hand- 
picked group of men, will play. 

Chorus will number 200 and will 
sing in Russian. The People’s Phil- 
| harmonic Chorus of N. Y., composed 
of 160 Russians, will backbone the 
unit. 





St. Loo Symph Angel, 
Violinist Drafted By U.S. 


St. Louis, Feb. 10. 


| 

Oscar Johnson, III, prexy and 
j}angel of the St. Louis symph orch, 
|}and Virgil Eisenberg, first violinist 


| in the orch, have been inducted into 
the Army. 

This is the second trip to a train- 
ing camp for Johnson, he was mus- 
| tered out of the service after five 
months’ training when the rule ex- 
empting those over 35,was adopted. 
Johnson, 36, was recalled when the 
orcer was rescinded. 

Eisenberg, 22, is the first member 
of the pit boys to be called to the 
colors. A native with five years’ 
membership in the symph_ orch, 
Eisenberg was a member of Leopold 

tokowski’s All-American troupe 
which toured South America last 
year. 





Gay with Memphis Symph 
Memphis, Feb. 10. 
Robert Gay has signed as guest 
| soloist with the Memphis Symphony 
pOnchestra’s third, qonrerty March 9. 
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Stokes 356 In Chi Tops Theatre 
Bands; Masters Fair at $28,000 
In N.Y.; McCoy OK 256 In Cleve, s::.'s:.cis°aingt stat 


Estimates for This Week 

Bob Chester, Philadelphia (Earle; 
2.768; 35-46-57-68-75). Abetted by 
in-person shot of Mischka Auer and 
*Paris Calling’ (U). Netting satis- 
factory $19.000, with credits split- 
ting three ways. 

Eddy Duchin, Boston (RKO-Bos- 
ton: 3.200; 30-44-55-65). Leader has 
a ‘local boy’ rating here and that is 
helping jack up the take to an es- 
timated $22,000, good. “Two Latins 
From Manhattan’ (Col) on screen 
getting little credit on the draw. 


Gene Krupa, Newark (Adams: 
2.000: 25-35-50-60). With ‘Zis Boom 
Bah’ (Rep). Most of credit for okay 
$16,000 to Krupa unit. 

Ted Lewis, Kansas City (Tower; 


9.110: 11-30-50). With ‘Blue, White | 


and Perfect’ (20th). Ted Lewis’ unit 
the chief magnet here and antici- 
pated strong $12,500. 

Frankie Masters, New York. 
(Strand: 2.756: 35-55-75-85-99). With 


‘Wild Bill Hickok Rides’ (WB). One- | 
week shot but $28,000; lower nut | 
than usual makes this mean a fair | 


profit. 

Glenn Miller, New York (Para- 
mount; 3.66%: 
‘Sullivan's Travels’ ‘Par). Combi- 


nation of b.o. band of Miller’s and | 
the Joel McCrea-Veronica Lake film 


accounting for very hefty trade; 
second week through last night 
(Tues.) a smash $55,000, while first 
seven days were $72,000. Begins 
third week today (Wed.). 

Clyde McCoy, Cleveland (Palace; 
3.700: 30-35-42-55-66). With ‘You 


Belong to Me’ (Col) and Laurel | 


and Hardy on stage. Good $25,000 
despite stormy weather. 

Harold Stokes, Chicago (Chicago; 
4,000; 35-55-75). With ‘Bahama 
Passage’ (Par). Stokes’ radio build- 
up in midwest is counting heavily in 
overcoming mildish film draw; biz 
will be okay at around $35,000. 


35-55-85-99). With | 














Dick Kuhn 


and His Orchestra 





The Biggest Little Band 
in Radio 


4th Year Hotel Astor 


‘Bill Bailey Won’t You 
Please Come Home,’ on 


DECCA RECORDS 


MUTUAL NETWORK 
Dir.: M.C.A. 











—— 





LOU BREESE 


ORCHESTRA 
WINDSOR THEATRE 
Feb. 13-14-15 
MUSAK TRANSCRIPTIONS 
Feb. 16 
DECCA RECORDS 
Feb. 17 
COCA-COLA PROGRAM 
Feb. 18 


General Amusement Corp. 
Per. Rep.: SAM LUTZ 








On the Upbeat 


Evelyn Tyner combo shifts from 
Waldorf hotel, New York, to Essex 
House, N. Y., replacing Ray Norton. 











Johnny ‘Scat’ Davis band to record 
for Okeh. 





Lani McIntire replaces Ray Kin- 
ney in Lexington hotel, New York, 
Hawaiian Ro-m tomorrow night 
(Thurs. ). 








Amy Arnell, vocalist with the 
Tommy Tucker orchestra, became 
half owner of florist shop on Sunset 
Blvd. in Hollywood last week. 


George Mazza, ex-Artie Shaw 
trombonist, joined Gus Meyers’ Con- 
necticut Colonials, studio band at 
| WICC, New Haven. 





Sunny Clapp, songwriter-trom- 
;bonist, heading his own band, 
‘opened at Terrace’ Restaurant, 
Miami Beach, replacing Isham 
Jones, another songsmith-maestro. 
Clapp is best known fer ‘Girl of 
My Dreams.’ 





Glenn Lee into Empire Room, 
Hotel Utah, Salt Lake, for an in- 
definite run. 





Dorothy Otterman is new singer 
with Tee Ross orch playing in the 
| Youngstown, O. area. 





Bill Bardo band, at the El Dorado 
| Room, Commodore Perry Hotel, To- 
|ledo, O., has had its original five- 
| week engagement extended two 


| weeks more, until Feb. 22. 





Buffalo, N.Y., on one-nighters before 

| moving into Chez Ami, which re- 
opens in about a month. Closed after 
| Xmas day fire, 


| 
Tommy Flynn orch, back in 
| 


| 
| Jack Pleis, Jan Savitt pianist-ar- 
| ranger, goes into Army Friday (6). 
| Savitt’s at Sherman hotel, Chicago. 





Nita Norman replaces Jean Wil- 
| liams as Lou Breese vocalist, 
| —— 
Two Dallas night spots changed 
| bands last week. Carol Lofner’s 
orch and a floor show into Baker 
| Hotel’s Mural Room and Tony di 
| Pardo band moved in at the Cactus 
| Room of Plantation Club. 





Joe Triscari, former trumpet with 
|Brad Hunt band at Bill Green's, 
Pittsburgh, now in Orrin Tucker’s 
brass section. 





| 
| Ina Ray Hutton band booked into 
Stanley theatre, Pittsburgh, for week 
| beginning Friday (13). 

| 





Maxie’s 3 into Club 51, Pittsburgh. 


Patti Gene (Baldridge), formerly 
with Al Kavelin, now vocalist with 
| Piccolo Pete at Club Petite, Pitts- 


burgh, 
i 

















TOMMY 
TUCKER 


Doesn’t want to set the world on 
fire, he just wants you to hear 


‘Cancel the Flowers’ 
On Okeh Record No. 6466 





New Gary Lee (Leo Strini, Pitts- 


|at Merry-Go-Round, Pittsburgh, 





Tech, has just. been added to ar- 
ranging staff of Baron Elliott’s band 
to work with Lee Richey and Bill 
Bickel. Szura goes on the payroll 
on part time basis unti] he graduates 
in June, when he joins staff perma- 
nently. 





Freddie Packard, band leader, is 
writing and directing defense train- 








ing films for the U. S. Air Corps at 




















‘Music With the 


BOB STRONG a« His Orchestra 


TREAT TIME 
CBS 


Management: MCA 


STRONG Appeal’ 


UNCLE WALTER’S DOG HOUSE 
NBC ED 
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| burgh Symphony violinist) band | 
| picked up for four additional weeks | 


Lee Szura, senior in Carncste | 


JEAN WALD DISBANDS 


Leader of Girl Orchestra Joins Fred- 
erick Bros. Office 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 10. 


Jean Wald, local girl who started 
her first all-femme band here 10 


‘to join Frederick Brothers Music 
|Corp. in its New York booking de- 
|partment. Miss Wald organized her 
| original crew here in 1932 while she 
| was secretary to Sol Hankin, then 
district manager of WB’s nabe houses 
in Pittsburgh territory. 

Since then she’s had two or three 
different orchestras, last one having 
been recruited only a few months 
ago. Band’s last date was at a Co- 
lumbus, O., cocktail lounge, where 
Miss Wald likewise had a radio com- 
mercial for several weeks. 


Les Brown, $4,500, 
Tops Wisc. Prom: 


Roly Rogers OK 


(Estimates) 

Les Brown (U. of Wisconsin, Feb. 
6). According to school dance com- 
mittee Brown drew what's believed 
to be the largest prom attendance 
in school’s history; 1,700 admissions 
at $2.50 per for $4,500. Band ‘ex- 
ceptionally well received.’ 

Bobby Byrne (Chermot B., Omaha, 
Neb., Feb. 7). Byrne was ‘disap- 
pointing’ with 887 dancer's at 75c for 
$665. 

Woody Herman (Keith’s Roof, 
Baltimore, Feb. 8). Herman went 
into percentage here with 1,800 at 
60c-90c. Last week (2) he set a new 
attendance mark at National thea- 
tre, Richmond, Va., with 3,800 ad- 
missions in four shows, at 50c. 

Harry James (Arena, Trenton, 
N. J., Feb. 1). In two shows James 
played to great 3,600 admissions at 
| $1.10. 

Johnny McGee-Red Norvo (Ray- 
mor-Playmor B., Boston, Feb. 6-7). 
Coupled with new Norvo combo, 
McGee drew 1,400 Friday and 1,800 
Saturday for good gross of $1,920 
considering bad weather. 

Roly Rogers (Totem Pole B., Au- 
burndale, Mass., Feb. 2-7). Consid- 
ering that Rogers’ local crew had 
to buck severe snowstorm he did 
amazingly well in pulling 6,600 
hoofers in four days at $1.45 pair for 
$4,785. 














Wright Field, Dayton, O. He has 
also taken over a town band for one- 
night bookings in the territory, 





Al Dooren from Bud Freeman’s 
|band joined Al Donahue’s sax section. 








Al Diehl has left Mickey Alpert’s 
orchestra (Cocoanut Grove, Boston) 
| and taken his trombone along to join 
| the Army 





Frankie Carlson, drummer, quit 
Millard Fillmore Hospital, Buffalo 
(2), minus his appendix to rejoin 
Woody Herman’s band. 


Bernie Sandler reorganizing band 
| in Buffalo before opening Wednesday 
| (18) in Millford, Conn. 


Eddie Wittstein orchestra plays 
Yale U. Freshman prom with Mit- 
| Ayres band Feb. 27. 


George Duffy band shifts from 
Syracuse hotel to Gibson hotel, Cin- 
cinnati, Feb. 18. 





Gerald Preshaw, of Six Hits and 
Miss vocal combo, in Army at Fort 
Riley, Kansas. 





Gene Erwin, currently at the Ho- 
tel Hollenden, Cleveland, has en- 
larged his band to 11 men and ob- 
tained a CBS outlet. 





Lee Gordon, musical director of 
WTAM, Cleveland, will baton a 17- 
piece orchestra during the local 
stand of Icecapades show at the 
Arena, starting Sunday (15). 





Frank Marti, Latin maestro at the 
Copacabana, N. Y., recorded a Bra- 
zilian album for Decca under Wally 
Downey’s direction. 





ee, 


Bands at Hotel B.O.’s 


(Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, is the estimated cover 
charge business being done by name bands in various New York hotels. 
Dinner business (7-10 P.M.) not rated. Figures after name of hotel give 
room capacity and cover charge, Larger amount designates weekend and 
holiday price.) 





Covers Tfotal 


Weeks Past Covers 

Band Hotel Played Week On Date 
Freddy Martin*...Waldorf (400; $1-$1.50)....... sean" 1,900 7,075 
Benny Goodman*..New Yorker (400; 75c-$1.50)..... re 1,925 32,850 
Enric Madriguera..Biltmore (300; $1-$150)....... Tort te 800 1,850 
Lani McIntire.....Lexington (300; 75c-$1.50)........... 0 600 600 
Charlie Spivak... Pennsylvania (500; 75c-$1.50)....... 4 1,725 9,000 
Vaughn Monroe*. Commodore (400; 75c-$1)...... OEE 1,900 25,450 


* Asterisks indicate a supporting floor show, although the band is the 
major draw, 2 days. 





Chicago 


Del Courtney (Continental Room, Stevens Hotel, 400; $1.50-$2 min.), 
Final week for Courtney, who has done great here and will be back after 
theatre and one-nighter tour. Last week nice with 2,500 people. 

Johnny ‘Scat’ Davis (Blackhawk, 400; $1.25 min.). Not much longer for 
Davis, who is doing so-so trade here, bringing in fair 2,400 customers last 
week, fourth. 

Xavier Cugat (Empire Room, Palmer House; 000; $3-$3.50 min.). Cugat 
rates powerful here, even considering added strength of conventions at 
hotel. Scored fourth week with 4,000 patrons, 

‘Fats’ Waller (Downbeat Room, Garrick Stagebar; 200; no min.). In sec- 
ond week Waller continues bright attraction in room which has become 
jive and jump haven of Chicago; packed in 2,500 buyers. 

Boyd Raeburn (Chez Paree; 500; $3-$3.50 min.). With Morton Downey 
and Willie Shore as headliners on the show, Raeburn is giving and getting 
good help to fine 4,300 visitors. 

Jan Savitt (Panther Room, Hotel Sherman; 700; $1.25-$2.50 min.). Savitt 
= well on his second visit here and clicked fine 3,900 during first full 
week. 

Art Tassel (Walnut Room, Bismarck. Hotel; 300; $1-$2 min.). Kassel 
continues neatly here. His is one of few bands to make good in this tough 
second floor room, dragging in 2,000 diners last week. 





Los Angeles 


Skinnay Ennis (Ambassador; 900; $1-$1.50). Replacing Ray Noble, Ennis 
opened to sprightly business. Pulled close to 1,000 covers in two nights. 

Phil Harris (Biltmore; 1,500; minimum $1-$1.50). Those graduation 
parties piled up through the week for a heaping 6,500 tabs. 

Tommy Dorsey (Palladium; 5,000; 65c-$1). Floor has had little rest since 
Dorsey moved in and the counting of noses nudged 20,000. Band's setting 
an attendance mark that won’t be touched for some time to come. 

Bob Crosby (Trianon, South Gate; 800; 55c-75c). Topped 6,000 customers 
for another bangup week. That's slightly ierrif for a band that's been 
around nearly four months. 

Horace Heidt (Casa Manana, Culver City; 2,500; 55c). Catching his sec- 
ond wind before turning over the stand to Jack Teagarden (13): past week 
bountiful at 6,500. 

Paul Whiteman (Florentine Gardens; 1,000; $1-$1.25). The pace still 
brisk and the room counting a nice profit on 6,800 payees. 





San Francisco 


Paul Baron (Rose Room, Palace Hotel; 500; 50c-$1.50). Baron’s draw is 
proving a surprise, inasmuch as he can be classed as unknown in Frisco. 
First week pulled just short of 2,000 covers, which had all concerned walk- 
ing on air. 


10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 


(Records below are grabbing most nickels this week in jukeboxes 
throughout the country, as reported by operators to ‘Variety.’ Names 
of more than one band or wocalist after the title indicates, in order of 
popularity, whose recordings are being played. Figures and names in 
parenthesis indicate the number of weeks each song has been in the listings 
and respective publishers.) 








1. White Cliffs of Dover (6) Shapiro...... } Sammy Kay? ......... Victor 
) Jimmy Dorsey.,......Decca 

2. Blues in Night (5) Remick.......... { Woody Herman....... Decca 
oD PEED SPP NER va ces ser eeee | Cab Calloway.........Okeh 

3. Rose O’Day (2) Tobias............... § Kate Smith....... Columbia 
di Wenn s tH Oe SE soe 0 eR es | Woody Herman.......Decca 

4. Remember Pearl Harbor (5) Republic, ,, ) 2¢™™my Kaye.........Victor 
as epublic ) Eddy Howard..... Columbia 

5. I Said No (2) Paramount............. ee p Alvine Rey....... amir’ 


(Jimm, Dorsey........Decca 


6. Shepherd Serenade (13) Mayfair { Bing Crosby .........Decca 





oe Oa ) Johnny Long ........Decca 

7. "Tis Autumn (7) Witmark............... Les Brown ............Okeh 

| Woody Herman.,,....Decca 

8. You Made Me Love You (18) Broadway.. Harry James ..Columbia 
9. Chattanooga Choo-Choo (18) Feist...... {Glenn Miller ..Bluebird 

7 ) Andrews Sisters......Decca 

10 This Is No Laughing Matter (1) Block... Charlie Spivak. dab es Okeh 
} Sammy Kaye.. ......Victor 


OTHER FAVORITES 
(These records are directly below first 10 in popularity. Tunes with 
number of weeks in parenthesis are fading, others gaining.) 


This Lov Mi - Smbassy ole Tommy Dorsey....... Victor 
is Love of Mine (17) (Embassy)......... | Tommy on Sh aaa Okeh 
Elmer’s Tune (15 re Pee Te {Glenn Miller.......Bluebird 
BAG) COUNEEN) «neseniasee'es | Andrews Sisters...... Decca 


hr} : Vaughn Monroe....Bluebird 
. » eevee eeeeeeee . 
Shrine St. Cecelia (8) (Braun pro Sistees.... . .Deces 


Deep in Heart of Texas (Melodylane)...... {King Sisters.......Bluebird 


) Merry Macs...........Decca 

I Don’t Want Walk Without Y nt), | Harry James...... Couns 
ou (Param nt), \ Vaughn Monroe. ... Bluebird 

. Sammy Kaye......... Victor 
Madelaine Og er ee ee ae ) Bo Chester ‘ee T rey Bluebird 
Somebody Else Taking My Place (Shapiro).. ae oer 
Ev’rything I Love (Chappell).....sesseesee Jeena teen — — 
This Time Dream's On Me (Remick)....... psy ee he 


I Got It Bad (Robbins)........cesc { Duke Ellington..... .. Victor 





U Jimmy Dorsey........Decca 
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New High In Disc Jockey Gall 





Bandleaders who have played Detroit recently have been offered 
the chance to ‘sponsor’ their own recordings by a record jockey con- 
nected with a nearby Canadian radio station. Several leaders, burned 
at the idea of being asked to finance the broadcasting of their own 

tters under the idea that it ‘would help their popularity in that 
area,’ have complained to their booking agencies. 

According to one leader propositioned he was to be guaranteed 
four 15-minute sessions of records made by his band, and nine spot 
announcements, every week in return for $100 a month. He turned it 


down cold. 





$$ —$___—__—_-— 
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Army Takes Bus, 
So Harry James 
Loses a Date 


The Army made Harry James miss 
2 date at Newport News, Va., Thurs- 
ray (5). After finishing at Syracuse 
University, band was to have taken 
a bus into New York, then hop a 
train for Newport News for a pro- 
motion date at Old Dominion Club 
for Jerome Gordon. When it came 
time to hop aboard the Greyhound, | 
however, 











! 
} 
| 
; 


James’ road manager | 
found that the Army had commazn- | 
deered it. 

Unable to get aboard a train James 
squawked so loud and long that a 
bus was released for their use, but 
snow and ice made tough going and 
the train out of New York was 
missed. So the band went right on 
further south for dates in Georgia, | 
and Old Dominion Club stand was) 
rescheduled for Feb. 25. 


UNION DEADHEADS 
MUSIC FOR SOLDIERS 


Seattle, Feb. 10. 


Seattle local of the American Fed- 
eration of Musicians is donating the} 











services of an orchestra one night a | 
week for a dance at the local Service 
Men’s Club. All men in armed forces 
are invited. 

Dances are held Wednesday nights | 
from 8:30 to 11:30 pm. Wally| 
Bowen's Washingtonians set the ball | 
rolling on Feb. 4. 








FINE RUTH MANSFIELD $20 | 





Girl with Page Orchestra Tangled 
with Ex-Ciggie Saleslady 





Memphis, Feb. 10. 

Ruth Luka Mansfield,  singer- 
dancer with Paul Page’s orchestra, 
was fined $20 in city court here on 
charges of disturbing the peace and 
assault and battery on Thelma 
Bradley, former cigaret girl in the 
Balinese Room at the Claridge, 
where Miss Mansfield has been ap- 
pearing. 


The girls tangled in front of the 


Claridge, in the street, and across 
the way at a small restaurant. 
Singer said ex-ciggie gal, at that 


time a customer of the nitery, tossed 
Ice cubes on the floor during her 
hula. Antagonist admitted this, but 
said she apologized, got punched for 
her apology. 

Insiders reported the two had been 
dating the same musician. 

Miss Mansfield was billed 
Hawaiian princess. 


as a 


Uses Dinner Music 





Memphis, Feb. 10. 
The Parkview, Memphis’ largest| 
apartment hotel, now has dinner| 
music. A four-piece string ensemble| 
recruited by Néel Gilbert, concert-| 
master for the Memphis Symphony | 
orchestra, is playing from 6:30 to 
8:30 each Thursday and Sunday eve- 
ning. 
Idea might be expanded if it 


Clicks, Says Manager Charlie Cart- 
wright. 





Bill Johnson in Navy 
Worcester, Mass., Feb. 10. 


Bill Johnson, vocalist with Herbie.! 


ay’s orchestra, left here last week 

enter Naval service. Has been 
assigned to Norfolk where Gene 

mney will be his boss in the ath- 
letie department. 


He's brother of Rita Johnson, film 
actress, 13 





Switch to Gabriel 





Hollywood, Feb. 10. 

Joe Bushkin, pianist with 
Tommy Dorsey’s band, recently 
enlisted in the Army air corps 
at March Field, Cal. 

There being no piano in a 
military band, Joe will play a 
trumpet. 








} tract 
Donahue 


119. Mischler 


don, 


AL DONAHUE AGAIN 
BEFORE 802 WITH GAC 


For the second time within two 





| years General Amusement Corp. and 
Al Donahue will oppose each other 


before N.Y. local 802 of the AFM. 
Donahue transferred the booking 
privileges on his band to William 
Morris agency again last week and 
GAC is contesting the move, alleg- 
ing that Donahue owes it another 
year on a two-year contract. 


Contract between leader and GAC 
is supposed to guarantee Donahue 
so many weeks of bookings with air 
time, which he claims GAC didn’t get 
him, thereby abrogating the agree- 
ment. GAC claims that since Dona- 
hue broke up his band about six 
months ago and retired for three 
months they were unable to secure 
the bookings they promised because 
spot owners knew Donahue’s was a 
reorganized band and some wouldn’t 
take a chance on it not being up to 
par. Therefore GAC claims the con- 
is still in force since it was 
that made the desired 
bookings tough to secure. 


Band Bookings 


Herbie Kay, Feb. 14, Stambaugh 
Aud., Youngstown, O.; 15, Trian 
B., Toledo: 16, Broadway Rink, Glas=- 
port, Pa.; 17, Aragon B., Pittsburgh; 
theatre, Altoona, Pa.; 
20, West Virginia U., Morgantown; 
21, Wenango C. C., Oil City, Pa.; 22, 








| Kleinhans Music Hall, Buffalo, 


Jimmie Lunceford, March 2, Troc- 
adero C., Wichita, Kan.; 3, Memorial 
Hall, Joplin, Mo.; 4, Crystal City 
Par, Tulsa, Okla.: 5, Trianon B ,, Okla. 
City: 6-7, Agricultural-Mechanical 
College of Texas, College Station; 9, 
Community Center, Jonesboro, Ark.; 


Church Aud., Memphis; 12, New 
City Aud., Little Rock; 12, City Aud., | 
Birmingham; 13, City Aud., Chat- 
tanooga: 15, Paradise Hall, Nash- 
ville: 16, Dixieland, Lexington, Ky. 

Bob Chester, Feb. 14, four days, 


Strand theatre, Brooklyn; 19, week, 
Central theatre, Passaic, N. J.; 27, 
Rensselaer Poly. Inst., Troy, N. Y.; 
28. St. George hotel, Brooklyn. 


Fawcett’s Band Fan Mag 
Launched ‘Experimentally’ 


Fawcett Publications, publishers of 
a quartet of film fan magazines, has 
released the first issue of a dance 
band fan sheet, titled Dance Band 
Album. Devoted entirely to pic- 
tures and biographies of outstanding 
leaders and vocalists. 

Initial issue is a test to deter- 
mine the advisability of monthly 
publication. It assertedly had a 
guaranteed circulation of 300,000. 


MORE BANDS IN 
DIXIE CAMPS’ 
ARMY SHOWS 


Atlanta, Feb. 10. 

With the spring and summer, as 
the big bands start hitting the one- 
nighters, the Mason-Dixon territory 
will get more band entertainment. 
This is in answer to observation that 
the south seems neglected, because 
of geographical remoteness, whereas 
the North Atlantic seaboard camps 
get more than their share of stars, 
units, bands, etc. 

That is partially true although the 
morale officers now take the position 
that the major function of army 
camp life is military, and the sched- 
uled two traveling units per month 
are adequate. However, these wili 
be supplemented with the warmer 
weather. 


Phil Truex and Ex-Duchin 
Bandman’s Army Shows 


Carrying out the plans of the Sec- 














ond Corps Area (New York, New 
| Jersey and Delaware) morale office 
|to establish soldier theatrical units 
|in every camp, two members of the 
|Camp Upton, N. Y., entertainment 
group have been transferred as the 
; nucleus of similar setup at Fort Til- 
den, N. Y. 

They are Private Philip Truex. son 
Ernest Truex, and Private Milton 
Saunders, formerly in Eddy Duchin’s 
band. Truex, veteran of 10 years in 
the theatre, was last seen on Broad- 
pase in ‘Man Who Came to Dinner.’ 
He'll be in charge of production at 


| of 


| Tilden, while Saunders will organize | 


a post orchestra. 

Theatrical unit idea of the Second 
Corps Area, incidentally, was given 
| high praise and proposed as a model 
|in other territories by Major Marvin 


Young, of the Morale Branch in 
Washington, at a recent meeting in 
the capital of morale officers from 


camps throughout the country 


Chi Redates Les Brown 
Chicago, Feb. 10. 

Blackhawk nitery has Les Brown 

orchestra booked for long term stay, 

and 1 probably be here entire 


fall and winter season of 1942-43. 
Orrin Tucker orchestra opens this 

week for stay until April. and will 

be followed the 


cnestra. 


DY 





Alvino Rey, Feb. 15, Arena, Tren- | 


ton, N. J.: 16, Masonic B., Scranton, 
Pa.: 18, Paramount theatre, N. Y. 
Del Courtney, Feb. 20, week, Riv- 
erside theatre, Milwaukee; 28, Le- 
Claire theatre, Moline, Ill.; March 4, 
Coliseum. Burlington, Ia.; 7, Pal- 
ace theatre, Fort Wayne, Ind.; 11, 
Capitol theatre, Manitowoc, Wis.; 12, 
Venetian theatre, Racine, Wis.; 14- 
15. Stratford theatre, Chicago, IIL; 
17, Bay theatre, Green Bay, Wis.; 18, 


Oshkosh theatre, Oshkosh, Wis.; 19, | 


Rio theatre, Appleton, Wis.; 20, Ken- 
osha theatre, Kenosha; 21, Sheboy- 
gan theatre. Sheboygan; 22, Para- 
mount theatre, Hammond, Ind.; 28, 
White City B., Herron, Il. 

Bobby Byrne, March 2-5, Capitol 
theatre, Atlanta, Ga.; 6-7, Citadel, 
Charleston, S. C.; 8, Lucas theatre, 
Savannah; 9, Carolina theatre, Co- 
lumbia, S. C. 

Woody Herman, Feb. 14, IMA 
Aud., Flint, Mich.; 16, Columbia the- 
atre, Erie, Pa; 17, Alexandria B., 
Hamilton, Ont., Can.; 18, Arena, Lon- 
Can.: 20-26, Palace theatre, 
Cleveland: March 2-4, Plymouth the- 
atre, Worcester, Mass.; 6-12, Boston 
theatre, Boston. 

Johnny Long, Feb. 28, Castle 
Farms, Cincinniti; March 4, Arena, 
London, Can.; 6-12, Buffalo theatre, 
Buffalo. 


' 


Name Bands Keep N.Y. Hotel Grosses. 
At High Pitch; Monroe's Surprise Draw 


7% 





Autograph Stuff 





Kansas City, Feb. 10. 
Autograph seekers mistook 
Jon Yost, WDAF announcer, for 
Russ Morgan. Yost obliged with 
his own signature as he, too, is 
occasionally besought by the col- 
lectors. 
Later two autograph hounds 
were overheard comparing notes. 
‘Did you get Russ Morgan?’ 
asked one. 
"Yes, but he must not have 
been thinking,’ was the answer. 
‘I got his real name, ‘Jon Yost.’ 


Priorities Not 
Worrying Disc 
Manufacturers 


Theory that recording companies 
will be hampered by lack of mate- 
rials that go into the making of a 
record is laughed at by an execu- 
tive of one of the companies. He 
points out, to substantiate his claims 
that war priorities on shellac, etc., 
won't disturb production, that if 
either Decca, Victor or Columbia 
were worried neither would have 
made plris to increase capacity. Co- 
lumbia \.ithin the last couple weeks 
reeeived part of an order for 60 new 

















Art Jarrett or- | 


Inside Stuff—Orchestras 


|pressing machines; Decca is said to 
| have recently installed more of the 
|same, and Victor is enlarging its In- 
|dianapolis plant to a point where it 


| will nearly equal the capacity of its | 


imain Camden, N. J., plant, which is 
credited with being able to press be- 
tween 20-25,000,000 records yearly. 

Eli Oberstein, head of new Classic 
}Record Co., claims that his outfit 
'won’t be hurt. Scranton Record Co., 
which presses his stuff, recently re- 
ceived delivery on a shipment of 
shellac that was aboard a freighter 
| torpedoed in the Atlantic, but which 
'subsequently made port. Oberstein, 
incidentally, claims that his Elite 
| Two-Hits-of-the-Week label has sold 


* 300,000 copies in seven weeks of op- 


eration and that with the addition 
last week of 2,200 Philco dealer out- 
lets his February total will be 
000 alone. 


member of 


has formed 


Davie Harris, origina) 
Raymond Scott's Quintet, 


small combo debuting on NBC's 
‘Lower Basin Street’ program to- 
n'~ht (Wed.). 








It cost Charlie Barnet $400 in salaries to experiment two days with the 
idea of adding a quartet of strings to his band. 


Leader rebuilt his outfit 


last month, lowering its number of brass and using two violins, ’cello and 


viola. After two days he tossed the 
instrumentation. 

String players, however, 
brushed off in favor of brass. 


strings out and went back 


seemingly didn’t go 
They squawked to the AFM that they had | 


to his old 


for the idea of being 


been definitely hired, not on trial, and union regulations called for two 


weeks’ notice. They settled for $100 


apiece. 


There may not be a resumption of the RCA-Victor Dance Caravan of 
last summer, which was supposed to resume road work late this month 


;}or early in Marck. Severa)] bands, 


including Glenn Miller, have been 


| approached on the idea of taking part in a new tour, to promote Victor’s 
| Victor and Bluebird record labels, but it’s understood they turned it down. 
| Reluctance to play in opposition to one-night ballroom promoters is said 


'to have influenced decisions. 


to be involved in MGM's plans for a 


Milton Pickman, g.m. of last year’s short tour with Tommy Dorsey and 
Shep Fields’ bands, is in California with Dorsey with whom he’s supposed | 


new record company. 





Art Thorsen, after an illness, recently resigned as personal manager of 
Horace Heidt and has left the band to assume a position as resident man- 


ager of Coonamassett Ranch, Cape Cod, Mass. 


Among other things he'll 


oversee the booking of name orchestras, which the resort uses during the 


/ summer months. 


Spiit with Heidt was amicable. 


Inquiry by N. Y. Loca) 802 of the 


AFM into Decca and Victor records 


failure to deduct social security sums from payments to bands that record 


for each company, was deferred until this week or next. 
of the two outfits were supposed to 
j last week 


(5). 


Representative 
appear before 802’s executive board 


see ee + e@weee 
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While biz of certain snooty cafes 
in New York has fallen off the last 
four or five weeks, the business done 
by name bands in the various hetel 
| Fooms has been consistently good. 
feeovs a week or two before the 
holidays, when cover charge figures 
in ‘Variety’s’ Bands at Hote) B.O.'s 
began moving upward, the pull of 
the name jivesters has remained at 
a consistently high level. 

Perhaps the most surprising is the 
gradual build of Vaughn Monroe’s 
orchestra at the out-of-the-way 
Century Room of the Commodore 
hotel. Since opening there Jast 
October 9, Monroe's pull has shown 
a weekly increase from approxi- 
mately 900 covers to a consistent 
average of 1,500 and better. An- 
other surprise was the draw of 
Charlie Spivak at the Pennsylvania 
hotel, N. Y. One week he topped 
Benny Goodman at the nearby New 
Yorker hotel; Goodman has been 
consistently strong, too, even while 
he had Glenn Miller as opposition 
at the Penn. Jimmy Dorsey fol- 
— Spivak at latter spot Monday 
| Another spot that seems to have 
chased the blues is the Hotel Bilt- 
more’s Bowman Room with Enrie 
Madriguera and an ice show. It’s 
clicking. Freddy Martin, at the 
Waldorf, ard Eddy Duchin before 
him, also is doing and did well 
there. 





Jackson, Mississippi, 
Demands $30 Weekly for 


ee b J 
Musicians; It’s Teo Much 
Jackson, Miss., Feb. 9. 

Jackson is without live musicians 
}in its two night spots, the Hotel Hei- 
|delberg roof and the Rotisserie, 
|pending settlement of the demand 
by the local unit of the American 
|Federation of Musicians for a $2.50 
{boost in scale. For the Heidelberg 
[it would be $30 a week per man 
fand for the Rotisserie, $25. 

The Heidelberg has meanwhile 
‘shut down its roof ‘for renovations’ 
and the other spot is providing dance 
music from a jukebox. The local 
j}union’s secretary, Wyatt Sharp, gave 
the rising cost of living as the rea- 
son for the increase and pointed 
out that Jackson’s scale was lower 
than any other tewn of comparable 
size in the south. 


N.Y. BLACK AND WHITE 
TWILIGHT HOUR JAM 








Town Hall, New York, will be 
‘ene of a jam session projected by 
outstanding jivers. Under thé title 
Chiaroscuro of Jazz Concert by 


Eddie Condon’ (Chiaroscuro is used 
to indicate colored and white mu- 
scians will take part), program is 
| to run off Feb. 21, 5:30-7:30, p.m. and 
| if successful may be repeated fre- 
i quently. It’s planned and financed 
by Condon and jozz-minded asso- 
ciates, including Ernest Anderson of 
CBS. 
Teddy 


Wilson, Bobby Hackett, 
Max 


Kaminsky, ‘Hot Lips’ Page 
George Wettling, Pee-Wee Russell, 
Sidney Bechet, Brad Gowans, Willie 
(The Lion) Smith, John Simmons and 
several other top jazz musicians are 
| to participate in a program of vari- 
ous jazz moods. Smith will play, 
|}on piano, little known ‘Jazz Musie 
iby George Gershwin.’ Hackett, 
|cornetist with Glenn Miller, is to 
| alternate with Max Kaminsky in in- 
| terpreting favorite numbers of the 


| legendary Bix Beiderbecke. 


NEGRO UNION ELECTS 
| 


| George Hyder Again Heads Phila- 
delphia Musicians 











Philadelphia, Feb. 10. 
George H. (Doc) Hyder was re- 
elected president of Negro Musicians, 
Local 214, last week. Other officers 
chosen were: Frankie Fairfax, sec- 
retary; Harry Monroe. vice-presi- 
dent; Ike Congden, assistant secre- 
| tary, and Levi Bostic, treasurer. 
| Raymond H. Jackson, international 
rep of the Negro tooters, spoke at 
meeting. Also attending the session 
were A. A. Tomei, former prexy of 
Local 77, and A. Rex Riccardi, 
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Nine Filmusical Tunes Submitted - 


For Year’ 


s Academy Award 





Hollywood, Feb. 10. 


Academy Award for the best song 
written for a motion picture during 
1941 will go to one of nine tunes 
nominated by the same number of 
studios. Ditties, writers, pictures 
and companies are: 

‘Since I Kissed®° My Baby Good- 
bye,’ by Cole Porter, for ‘You'll 
Never Get Pich,’ Columbia. 

‘Baby Mine,’ by Frank Churchill 
and Ned Washington, for ‘Dumbo,’ 
Disney-RKO. 


‘The Last Time I Saw Paris,’ by | 


Jerome Kern and Oscar Hammer- 
stein II, for ‘Lady, Be Good,’ Metro. 


‘Dolores,’ by Lou Alter and Frank | 


Loesser, for ‘Las Vegas Nights,’ | 
Paramount. 
‘Be Honest With Me,’ by Gene 


Autry and Fred Rose, for ‘Ridin’ On 


a Rainbow,’ Republic. 

‘Out of the Silence,’ by Lloyd B. 
Norlind, for ‘All-American Co-Ed,’ 
Hal Roach-United Artists. 

‘Chattanooga Choo Choo,’ by 
Harry Warren and Mack Gordon, for 
*Sun Valley Serenade,’ 20th-Fox. 

‘Boogie Woogie Bugle Boy of Com- 
pany B,’ by Hugh Prince and Don 
Ray, for ‘Buck Privates,’ Universal. 

‘Blues In the Night,’ by Harold 
Arlen and Johnny Mercer, for ‘Blues 
In the Night,’ Warners. 

Special award to Walt Disney for 
*Fantasia’ was recommended by the 
music branch of the Academy be- 
cause of the ‘all-round outstanding 
quality of the picture,’ and because 
of its contribution to the musical 
education of the public. Group ex- 
plained that ‘Fantasia’ does not fall 
into the scoring categories set up 
in the music rules for the annual 
awards because of its unique nature. 

Thirty Musical Scores Nominated 

Total of 30 musical scores were 











A Sure-Fire Hit 
On Decca Records No. 4101 


‘Cancel the Flowers’ 


TONY 
MARTIN 











| Placed in nomination, 20 for dra- 
|matic films and 10 for musicals. 
| They are: 

‘You'll Never Get Rich,’ Colum- 


| bia; musical director, Morris Stoloff; 
|arrangers and musical collaborators, 
|Leo Arnaud, Leo Shuken, Carmen 
| Dragon, Charles Bradshaw. 


| ‘Dumbo,’ Walt Disney; music by 
| Frank Churchill. 


| ‘Chocolate Soldier,” Metro; adap- 
/tation and direction, Herbert Stoth- 
jart, Bronislau Kaper. 

‘Birth of the Blues,’ 
|Robert Emmett Dolan. 
| ‘Ice-Capades,’ Republic; Cy Feuer. 
‘Sunny,’ Herbert Wilcox-RKO; 
| Anthony Collins, 

‘All-American Co-Ed,’ Hal Roach- 
|'United Artists; Edward Ward. 

‘Sun Valley Serenade,’ 20th-Fox; 
Emil Newman. 
| ‘Buck Privates,’ Universal; Charles 
Previn. 
| ‘Strawberry 
| Heinz Roemheld. 
| ‘Ladies In Retirement,’ Columbia; 
Ernest Toch, Morris Stoloff. 

‘All That Money Can Buy,’ Die- 
terle-RKO; Bernard Herrmann. 

‘The Little Foxes,’ Goldwyn-RKO; 
Meredith Willson. 

‘Ball of Fire,” Goldwyn-RKO, Al- 
fred Newman. 

‘Lydia,’ Korda-United Artists; Dr. 
Miklos Rozsa. 

‘This Woman Js Mine,’ Frank 
Lloyd-Universal; Richard Hageman. 
| ‘So Ends Our Night,’ Loew-Lewin- 
|United Artists; Louis Gruenberg. 
| ‘That Uncertain Feeling,’ Lubitsch- 
| United Artists; Werner Heymann. 
| ‘Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde,’ Metro; 
| Franz Waxman. 
| ‘Citizen Kane,’ 


Paramount; 


Blonde,’ Warners; 





Mercury-RKO; 
Bernard Herrmann. 

‘King of the Zombies,’ Monogram; 
| Edward Kay. 


“Hold Back the Dawn,’ Para- 
|mount; Victor Young. 
‘Mercy Island, Republic; Cy 


|Feuer, Walter Scharf. 

‘Suspicion, RKO; Franz Waxman. 

‘Tanks a Million,’ Hal Roach- 
United Artists; Edward Ward. 

‘How Green Was My Valley,’ 20th- 
Fox; Alfred Newman. 


‘Back Street,’ Universal; Frank 
Skinner. 
‘Sergeant York,’ Warners; Max 
| Steiner. 


‘Sundown,’ Wanger-United Artists; 
Dr. Miklos Rozsa. 

‘Cheers For Miss Bishop,’ Richard 
|Rowland-United Artists; Edward 
| Ward. 








Unknown Publisher 


Irwin Dash and Reg Connelly 
are being kidded as the Une 
know, Publisher because of a 
typographical error in ‘Variety’ 
last week in the radio plug 
breakdown, in connection with 
their current plug song, ‘We'll 
Meet Again.’ 

A too literal printer, when a 
typo correction came through 
marked ‘Dash,’ to supplement 
the Connelly firm name, put in 
a long-dash, instead of crediting 
the song to Dash-Connelly. 

P.S.—this is a free ad as a 
squarer. 


HITPARADE 
INFLUENCE ON 
DRIVES 


Major music publishers are ex- 
pressing themselves as now con- 
vineed that the ratings of songs on 
the ‘Lucky Strike Hit Parade’ are al- 
most solely determined by the ag- 
gregate performances that they have 
received on the networks. This situ- 
ation, say these publishers, has a 
tendency to encourage more than 
ever the practice in the music in- 
dustry of staging plug drives. 

Through the latter device a pub- 
lisher so marshals the delivery of 
his promised plugs that his current 
No. 1 song makes the top of the list 
within the period of a week. The 
publisher figures that once his tune 
heads the plug list it is bound to get 
recognition on the ‘Hit Parade,’ re- 
gardless of whether the song has 
appeared among the best sheet 
sellers. 














Chi Downbeat Sets 
Stuff Smith Orch 


Chicago, Feb. 10. 


Stuff Smith orchestra has been set | 


through the Joe Glaser office to open 
in the Downbeat Room of the Gar- 
rick Stagebar starting Feb. 21 for 
four weeks with options. 

Smith orchestra follows the cur- 
rent Fats Waller orchestra, slated to 
return within a few months. 





Al Donahue’s orchestra set for the 
Palace hotel in Frisco May 5. He 
has a previous date at the Trianon 
in Los Angeles Feb. 19. 
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Hanley Who Wrote ‘Back 
In Ipdiana’ Victim Of 
Heart Attack at 49 


James F. Hanley, 49, composer of 
numerous hit songs, died Feb. 8 in 
his Douglaston, N. Y., home from a 
heart attack which had been brought 
on by a blood clot. Before he took 
to writing Hanley played in vaude- 
ville around the middle west, later 
going to London to do a music hall 
sketch with Sam Liebert. Hanley 
did the scores for such Broadway 
shows as ‘Robinson Cruso, Jr.,’ ‘Big 
Boy,’ ‘George White’s Scandals,’ 
‘Honeymoon Lane,’ ‘No Foolin’,’ and 
‘Thumbs Up.’ He worked for 20th 
Century-Fox from 1931 to 1934. 

Hanley’s best known tunes include 
‘Back Home in Indiana,’ which has 
gone over 2,000,000 copies, ‘Just a 
Cottage Small by a Water Fall,’ ‘If 
You Knew Susie Like I Knew Susie,’ 
‘Who Do You Love?,’ ‘Song of My 
Heart,’ which he wrote for a John 
McCormack film; ‘Honeymoon Lane,’ 
‘Rose of Washington Sauare,’ ‘Con- 
tented’ and ‘Second Hand Rose.’ 
Hanley had completed just before 
his death, with Vernon Crane as co- 
author, the score of a new show, 
‘The band Plays On,’ but for which 
there is not as yet a producer. 

Surviving are his widow and five 
children. 


WIDOW, KIDS 
WIN CAPEHART 
SUIT 


Fort Wayne, Ind., Feb. 10. 

Royalty suit begun more than a 
year ago against the Capehart Co. 
has ended with Judge Harry H. 
Hilgemann of Allen County Circuit 
Court ruling that a royalty of $5 for 
each orchestrope manufactured by 
the Capehart firm was due the heirs 
of the late Ralph H. Erbe, inventor 
and chief engineer for the firm un- 
til his death. The suit was filed by 
Ida M. Erbe as guardian of four Erbe 
offspring and in her own name, ask- 
ing for an accounting. 

Judge Hilgemann in 
found that Erbe, besides inventing 
the devices, used in manufacture of 
Capehart products, entered into a 
contract with the company, authoriz- 
ing use of his patent and subsequent 
improvements at a royalty of $5 for 
each instrument manufactured. He 
also served as chief engineer for the 
company, under the agreement, and 
royalty payments were to be made 
by the firm to him during his life- 
time and after his death to his heirs. 

The action was marked by a vol- 
ume of highly technical testimony 
submitted late in 1940, and briefs so 
voluminous that they were submitted 
to Judge Hilgemann only last fall. 











his rulirg 


Trial had been transferred to the 
U.S. District Court, but Federal 
Judge Thomas W. Slick had ruled 


there was no federal jurisdiction and 
remanded the action back to the cir- 
cuit court. 


Music Notes 


Paul Whiteman has re-signed to 
record exclusively for Victor. 





ducting the score for ‘I Live On 
Danger’ at Paramount. 
Morris Stoloff scoring ‘The Ad- 


cleffed ‘Cheatin’ the Sand Man.’ 





Betty Jane Rhodes disked ‘I Said 
No’ and ‘I Don’t Want to Walk With- 
out You’ for Decca. 
saat 











“AND SO 


By Joan Edwards 


By John Redmond - 


1657 New York 


Broadway. 











Freddie Rich composing and con- | 


ventures of Martin Eden’ at Colum- | 


bia. 
Sid Garris and Bill McCrystal, | 
front office employees at Metro, 


i ________ 


1 Salute-to * 
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PAINE REPORTS 
PEACE NEARER © 
IN KANSAS 


On his return to New York from 
Topeka last week John G. Paine 
ASCAP general manager, reported 
that substantial progress had been 
made with the Kansas attorney-gen. 
eral’s office in finding a solution for 
the statutory barrier which now 
prevents ASCAP from doing busi- 
ness in that state. 


ASCAP is now waiting to hear 
from the Kansas attorney-general in 
connection with several legal ques. 
tions affecting the lifting of this 
barrier, Under the Kansas law as 
it now stands ASCAP would be re. 
quired to pay to the state a tax of 
3% on all licensing fees collected 
in Kansas, 

Representing the Kansas broad. 
casters in last week’s discussions was 
Ben Ludy, of WIBW, Topeka. 








Tobias Set in Nebraska 
Lincoln, Feb. 10, 


Fully corrected, Charlie Tobias’ fil- 
ing of ‘Rose O’Day’ is now okay 
under Nebraska’s anti-ASCAP law. 
He has been in biz in Nebraska since 
last Thursday (5), and between 20,000 
and 30,000 copies of the number are 
being sent into the state for sale. 


Tobias is charging for only four 
uses—$1 for dance orchestra, hotel, 
or ballroom, and $5 for commercial 
radio. ° 


When Tobias first sent his number 
to the secretary of state with his 25c 
filing fee, he neglected to state under 
his signature that he owned all 
rights, and what prices he wanted 
the tune sold for. That had to be 
taken care of before accepted as 
proper, 

To date, Tobias & Lewis are the 
only author-publishers having com- 
plied. 


Peatman, CCNY Teacher, 
Makes Research Proposal 
To Music Publishers 


John G. Peatman, the City College 
of New York psychology instructor 
who formerly ran a plug checking 
service for Broadcast Music, Inc., is 
now trying to sell the music pub- 
lishing industry on the idea of co- 
| operating with him on the formation 
| of a music research foundation. His 
| latest project calls for underwriting 
| by sources outside the industry. 

Peatman would like to set up a 
board whose basic functions, as he 
}puts it, would be to encourage re- 
|search grants and allocate funds for 
research projects that would deai 
with such things as policies for log- 
ging performances, and _ reporting 
trade activities with regard to sheet 
and phonograph record sales. The 
board that he has suggested would 
consist of representatives from 
ASCAP, the Music Publishers Pro- 
tective Association, the National As- 
sociation of Broadcasters and the 
Américan Association of Advertising 
Agencies. 
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GETTING BIGGER EVERY DAY 


‘Cancel the Flowers’ 
On Okeh Record No. 6509 


THE 
CHARIOTEERS 




















Hear Vaughn Monroe’s Bluebird Record of the Most Unusual 
Ballad in Years 


IT ENDED” 


and Jack Edwards 


Viss Liberty” 


“TEN MILLION MEN AND A GIRL" 


James Cavanaugh: and Jack Edwards 


_ EDWARDS 


MUSIC.CO. 2 = 3). 


jen Edwards, Manager” 
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One Drive at a Time 





With more orchestra leaders than ever doubling as publishers and 
the industry further congested with firms that bobbed up during the 
ASCAP-radio fight the old line of publisher has come to the conclu- 
sion that the day of being able to plug more than one song at a time 


is virtually over. 


These veterans of the music business hold that the 


combination of competitive factors which was nurtured during that 
fight will remain with the industry for some time to come and that 
during that period it will be both impractical or uneconomic for the 
average firm to press the exploitation of more than one new song at 


a time. 


Formerly a publisher could afford to play with two or three songs 
concurrently, one of them, of course, being his top song, so that he 
could get an idea of whether he had something that would be worth 


concentrating on later. 











Arranger Working Outside Publishers 
Offices Classed As Contractor 





a 
eee ens arnt ingcranee | LO Best Sheet Music Sellers 


taxes on arrangers, autographers or 
copyists who do their work outside 
the publishers’ premises, according 
to an opinion handed down last week 
by the Unemployment Insurance 
Appeal Board of the State of New 
York. The finding was the result 
of*a test case that the New York 
musicians union had brought against 
Shapiro, Bernstein & Co. 

The decision 


jurisdiction 
performs an 


over any 
arranging, 


person 


publisher’s own offices and 
person actually occupies the status 
of an independent contractor. 
shall H. Rosette, counsel 


appeals board that 
volved in the case also did work 
for other publishers and 
no time did these persons come 
under the direct supervision of S-B 
executives. 

Those in whose behalf the union 
had brought the appeal were Jack 
Mason, George Briegel and Paul 
Weirick, arranger; William A. 


the persons in- 


Starmer, title page artist, and Ed- | 


ward Duvelsdorf, music engraver. 


Herb Borcher of Piss 
Sets Up Disc Company 


In N.Y. for Educationals 


Herbert Borchard, formerly Paris 
manager of Polydor, has organized 
his own recording setup in New 
York, the Bost Record Co. For the 
time being he will specialize in edu- 
cational albums. 

Two of these will consist of Latin- 
American folk music and_ early 
American songs. 


Irving Kahal Dies at 40 


Irving Kahal, 40, who was the: -- 
writer of a number of hit songs, 











died of uremic poisoning in his New | 
He had been 


York home Feb. 7. 
ill for a long time. 


Kahal’s better known tunes were 


‘By a Waterfall,’ ‘The Night Is Young 
and You’re So Beautiful,’ ‘Moonlight 
Saving Time,’ ‘Let a Smile Be Your 
Umbrella,’ ‘I Can Dream, Can’t I?’ 
and ‘Nobody Knows What a Red- 
headed Momma Can Do.’ 

Surviving are his widow, Mrs. 
Alice Kahal, and a daughter, Ethel. 

















pointed out that a/| 
music publisher does not maintain | 
who | 
autograph- | 
ing, etc., assignment away from the | 
such | 


Mar- | 


(Week ending Feb. 7) 





White Cliffs of Dover....Shapiro 


lo ego | Sr ovees Ome 
Blues In Night...... ++-- Remick 
Shrine of St. Cecelia......Braun 
We Did It Before...... Witmark 
Remember P. Harbor. .Republic 
py Bp” eee Robbins 


Chattanooga Choo Choo... .Feist 
PEGI is 500s ce canants Santly 
. ee Oe Se cn teat Robbins 
This No Laughing Matter. .Block 
Deep in Heart Texas. Melodylane 


This Love of Mine...... Embassy 
Tae COTO. cccnevaes Witmark 
Angels of Mercy......... Berlin 








for Sha- | 
piro-Bernstein, had contended to the | 


that at 








EVERYBODY'S CALLING FOR 


‘Cancel the Flowers’ 


On Bluebird Record 
No. B11392 


MITCHELL 
AYRES 














Russ Morgan’s Stunt 


Chicago, Feb. 10. 
orchestra 





Russ Morgan 
by service men. First tune is tagged 
‘I Only Know’ and scribed by Bill 
Demand, petty officer with the 
Ninth Naval District. Lyrics were 
written by Bill Bruns. 

Demand also wrote theme song of 
‘Night of Stars’ benefit show, tagged 


ee the Good Old U. S. AY’ 


THESAURUS IN 


Will Add Other ASCAP 





| chanical rights contract it made with | ‘Call Me Back P 
ithe Warner Bros.’ 
| NBC’s Radio Recording Division has | 





| division, in a press release which he 
| issued last Friday (6) on the subject 
|of ASCAP music availability. 
| paragraph to 
| ception stated, ‘Heretofore, we were 
required to pay 
| charge our subscribers 25 cents, and 
| in some cases 50 cents, per use per 
‘selection on certain sponsored pro- 
, i were 
intro- | 
. y y car ~ ry rt 
ducing new series of songs written | tation paid 
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No Arrangers 


DEAL WITH PUBa 


Broadcast Music Trims For Future: 


Now Employed: 


Separate Publishing, Performances 





Catalogs to NEC Library 


As Deals Are Closed — PSEUDO-MORT DIXON 
gner On One Point | __ IN ST. LOO DOPE JAM 


Egner On One Point 
St. Louis, Feb. 10. 


Harold Alex Simon, 46, musician, 


saying that under the name of Har- 

, aos 3 |old Dixon he composed ‘Bye Bye 
On the basis of a wholesale me-| Bjackbird’ ‘That Old Gang of Mine,’ 
al o’ Mine’ and other 
songs, was arrested here Thursday 
| (5) by Federal narcotic agents on a 
sub-| warrant issued in New York City 
numbers | charging violation of the Harrison 





OTHER LIBRARIES 





publishing group, | 


begun release to its station 
scribers some ASCAP 


| in the Thesaurus library. The record- | Drug Act. Actual author of ‘Black- 


ing division had previously obtained | phir@’ and the other tunes claimed 
from ASCAP for a nominal fee a py Simon is Mort Dixon, prominent 
blanket license which makes the/| ascap member, who is currently in 
ASCAP numbers ih the library | Mount Vernon, N. Y., where he lives. 
available to non-licensed stations for | Mort Dixon is 50 years of age. 

a period of from 90 to 120 days. Federal men here say that Simon 


Sccinins’ adsnereeeda ok Shis ine using the name of Toni Dixon, sold 
: Se drugs to Federal agents “in New 


to decide what form of ASCAP York and ducked town just before 


license they woul rfer. : 
wee ' y ould perfer ;a trap was to be sprung to nab him 

Meanwhile, Harry Fox, agent and| and discover his source of supply. 
trustee for publishers on mechanical | Simon denies the charges, asserting 
rights, has challenged one of the!that he met a man in an automat 
statements made by C. Lloyd Egner,| restaurant on upper Broadway who 
v.p. in charge of the NBC recording gave him $65 for a dozen tins of 
opium. 





Simon said he figured the man a 
sucker, took the money and went to 
Jersey City where he boarded a bus 
bound for this city. In 1939 Simon, 
then using the name of Harold 
Dixon, was batoning a dance band at 
a local downtown hotel, when he 
was nailed on a narcotic charge, Lo- 
cal people became interested in the 
case, persuaded the judge to permit 
|the prisoner to take a cure instead 
of sending him to prison. Simon 
was discharged after three months in 
a hospital. He was again jailed six 
months later on a similar charge 
and sentenced to two years in the 


The 
which Fox took ex- 


publishers and to} 


grams using Theasurus. These fees | 
charged in addition to the 
broaacasting license for which the 
directly to ASCAP. 
These copyright fees are now elimi- 
nated.’ 

Fox declared that the Thesaurus 
was never under its licenses with} 
him required to pay the 25c fee in| Federal penitentiary, but sentence 
the event the library were used by | was suspended on his promise to take 


(Continued on page 38) la cure at Lexington, Ky. 





Broadcast Music, Inc., last week 
took another step toward mini- 
mizing its operations as a publisher. 
BMI's board of directors ordered 
that the organization's licensing 
functions be separated from its pub- 
lishing operations. If the latter con- 
tinues it will be as a separate busi- 
ness entity. 

Meanwhile BMI has completely 
cleared its payroll of arrangers. At 
one time it carried 75 of them who 
specialized on public domain music. 

With the view of keeping its af- 
filiated publishing firms in business, 
BMI has instituted the system of 
guaranteeing some of them annual 
sums of money against royalties, pro- 
viding the partners in these affiliated 
firms put a certain amount of their 
own money into the business. 





Shapiro-Bernstein Acts 
Under Ft. Worth Decision 
To Recapture ‘12th Street’ 








Acting on a decision which had 
recently been handed down by a 
| Fort Werth federal judge, Shapiro, 
| Bernstein & Co. yesterday (Tues- 
|day) served notice on the Leeds 
| Music Corp. to discontinue the pub- 
| lication of ‘12th Street Rag’ and to 
| cease licensing any other rights of 
;the song. Shapiro-Bernstein’s letter 
|}also demanded that Leeds turn over 
'to it all the copies and plates con- 
nected with the number. Leeds be- 
came the tentative proprietor of the 
song’s renewal rights by virtue of a 
catalog deal it made last year with 
the Jenkins Music Corp., the original 
publisher of ‘12th Street.’ 

The decision affecting the owner- 
ship of the song’s renewal rights was 
handed down by Federal Judge 


(Continued on page 38) 
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AMP MEMOnY 


American Version of the Enchanting Mexican Success 
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5 STAR HITS /_ 


A VARIETY OF HITS 
FOR EVERY TYPE OF PROGRAM 


The best-written song of the year 


GOT IT BAD 


And That Ain’t Good 


Lyric by Paul Webster 


Music by Duke Ellington 


A novelty one-step in the tempo of 
"Ferry-Boat Serenade" 


IF | COULD ONLY PLAY 
A CONCERTINA 


Lyric by Al Stillman Music by Joe Burke 


oo performances on its own merit 


SOMEBODY NOBODY LOVES 


Words and music by Sy Miller 


The surprise hit of the season 


WE'RE HAVING A BABY 


(My Baby And Me) 


| y Lyric by Harold Adamson Music by Vernon Duke 
: from Eddie Cantor's musical smash, “Banjo Eyes" 


The Nation's No. | Favorite 


ELMER'S TUNE 


By Elmer Albrecht, Sammy Gallop, Dick Jurgens 


re 


¢ ROBBINS MUSIC CORPORATION 
¥ i 799 Seventh Avenue « New York, N.Y. 
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BEN EDWARDS SETS 
=| UP AS PUBLISHER 


Ben Edwards has quit the man- 
| agement of the Red Star Songs. Inc., 
'to enter the publishing business on 
| 





his own It's the Edwards Music 
Co., with Paul-Pioneer as the selling 
agents. 

| Of the two songs he is starting 
| with one, ‘And So It Ended.” is by | 
| his daughter and son, Joan and Jack | 
Edwards. The other number is ‘10 | 
Million Men and a Girl, a Salute to | 
Miss Liberty.’ 


42th St. Rag’ 


| Continued from page T= 





















ae 
’ HY 


yi James C. vilson, of the northern 
| district of Texas, the week before 
‘|last. Jenkins had sued to restrain 
|Euday L. Bowman, writer of ‘12th 
; | Street,’ from assigning his renewal 
rights to Shapiro-Bernstein, but the | 
court ruled that the renewal com- | 
mitment which Bowman had given 
| Jenkins on July 11, 1916, was in- 
valid, because the composer had no 
|right in the renewal period at the 


*¥ o2e 3 en vas 
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Inside Stufl—Music 





Warner Bros, publishing group has complained to the American Tobacco 
Co. about the non-inclusion to date of ‘We Did It Before and We Can Do 


It Again’ on the Lacky Strike Hit Parade (CBS). 


The publishing com- 


pany, in calling attention to the omission, stated that the song has been a 
bes‘ seller for three weeks and had received plenty of ne.work plugs 


during the past four weeks. 





While the submission of war songs by professionals has slowed down in 
recent weeks, the trend has been the other way in the case of amateur 


entries. 


Music publishers figure that seven out of every 10 songs they 
now receive from amateurs are of war inspiration. 


So far nothing with 


promise has been uncovered from this mass of manuscripts. 


‘Humpty-Dumpty Heart’ 


brackets of 10-and-above. 


(Southern) was inadvertently omitted from 
_the list of ‘most played’ tunes for the week ending Feb. 1. 
| received 10 network performances 


The number 
that week, and this came into the 





NBC; CBS, Mutual-Plugs 





Following tabulation ot popular music performances embraces all three 
networks--NBC, CBS and Mutual—as represented by WEAF—WJZ. WABC 
and WOR, N. Y. Campitaticn herewith covers week beginning Monday- 


through Sunday (Feb. 2-8), from 5 


p.m, to 1 a.m., and is based on data 


provided by Accurate Reporting Service, regular checking source for the 


music publishing industry. 























time. The song actually became re-| TITLE PUBLISHER TOTAL 
|newable Jan. 30, 1941, or a year be-| Blues in the Nignt—j*Blues in Night’............... OMI cccsscces B32 
;|fore the expiration of the original | «Lamp of Memory..................eseeeeeeees pee adda vecsece 1 32 
28-year copyright, and it was Judee| Fooled ..........0cc.ccc cee veccccccceccccecees BS 2 BE 28 

; | Wilson’s opinion that the composer] How About You?—?‘Babes on Broadway’...... Seat Gun 6666604 vee 25 
|had no authority to convey a right|*This Is No Laughing Matter..............seseeee Owen 25 

| which the law had not as yet made| Mandy Is Two ,............00. CSS ER ne a oe a 24 

, | available to him. nO II iricsas scaadd seu ¥icke saw dia van er 24 
Enunciation of this principle by Pe SO aed tk Seni as sbi eebavcek soa veebrdsen tin Santly Secrececcese 21 

lthe Texan has caused much surprise | “Deep in Heart of Texas.............ceeeeeeees .-..-,Melodylane ...... 2 

and comment among New York| Everything I Love—t‘Let'’s Face It’........... ea: 20 
|music publishers and copyright |1I Don’t Want Walk Without You—?; ‘Sweater Girl’...Paramount ...... 20 

4 lawyers. A N. Y. federal judge, Rose O’Day COOP OR eres eesereserevesesescseseseseeerees IE Ki acs we ant 19 

| Rdward T. Conger, took the opposite | SometimeS ................cccceeceeceeeceees 000 ceee Maem” ... 19 
|position in a decision which he | Ni. nk xs oa, kt Cute te wa ben's We + ba aca dalanedte J. Campbe!l...... 18 

*} handed down in the “When Irish| We Did It Before—i‘Banjo Eyes’ ........ uated aneae fo, 18 
Eyes are Smiling’ case several| Were Couple in Castle—;'‘Mr. Bug Goes to Town’...Famous ......... 17 

‘xex: | months ago. This action is now up| *Dreamsville, Ohio..............cccee eee eeeees SC kas, 40cd6as che 16 
ini lon appeal before the Circuit Court |*I Think Of You ..........,...ccceceeeecceceuceeees Embassy ......... 16 
‘eee ‘of Appeals. Judge Conger held that OM Te SRE BRO BO inks cna 64440 bo 005 00 has consees Broadway ....... 15 
sos the law does not prevent the|Anniversary Waltz ............c.ccccceecccces: venes | eee | 
7H writer trom aiebtriow this Comeerel PUNT ETO ii io occ candies savcce cdveve te ccsassasess er 14 
Pe. x |rights ‘when and if they accrue’ Pwenme Calis? ..5 oc c5ss0 teen te stent teens rere tee eeeeees Harms oer Tree 14 
es » {and that such advance ree Somebody Else Is Taking My Place.............esee. SRODITO 26. ..020. 13 
*,ee' | does not violate his renewal righis| Someone's Rockin’ My Dreamboat................ QcMMPEIGR .nccccsce AZ 
ae :|under the copyright law and is not | *This Love of Mine...............0eceeeesseeeeceees Embassy ........ 12 
a against public policy. ad rig meet ; = 4 zx nee & gd s secssersyarcosense I. a aah a 

a Be . aw umpty umpty Heart—ft ‘Playmates’................0Utmerm ........ 
eT | Song A georig on Bre non — Chattanooga Choo Choo—j‘Sun Valley Serenade’.,.Feist ............ 10 
iS | ences to the copyright law or cite * tg are KeWhnbvaneahat ae cune* Seabee deeneet sine — int egniee ~ 
. : set : " \ | IE aS Re SPO te EIT a Ge ee te ge ae A as ie au 

eae Sneee Senet OR PROUT CL rg Sets sterner ss rernstonenees an 2 10 
i : vi ee rr ane errr eer 10 
: Bamtpndy Nabody TOves. i. ccccccsccacccvcicccsreccts ec Ae 10 
i "Tere, Fee Gaid Th Assit. ns ccccssiaccacsccciecoeus Radiotunes ...... 10 
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NBC Discs 


| 





at eee Continued from page 37 ne | 
u local advertisers and that if NBC | 


ere 
se 


| because it apparently did not under- | 


OP atta 


|erated. The only time that payment | 
|0f a 25c fee was made obligatory, | 
|added Fox, was when Thesaurus | 
| records were broadcast for a national | 
|account, and this arrangement was 
| interposed because a like fee pre- 
lvailed when national advertisers | 
| used copyrighted music for custom- 
made transcriptions, 


Deal 





; t 


3 | the right to make the latter’s music 


RS | 
v= 


ia | such desired use should arise, it will 
‘ss t be necessary for the station-sub- 


* 


e< 


ek | scriber to get in touch with War- 
Piet | ners directly and to obtain a spe- 


corder the right to use several hun- 


=S$8h | cific license. The WB-NBC contract 
| for the library extends to this re- 
9 dred numbers for a flat annual sum. 


$3, 
es oY | The term of the deal is three years. 

Regardless of the number of WB 
compositions the Thesaurus releases 
in any year up to 
Same | the same. It is understood that the 
guarantee involved is almost tanta- 


fers 

ES dtd | mount to what the Warner catalogs | 
crfee | (Harms, Witmark and Remick) de- | 
z | sived from the same library in 1940. 


. The use rights cover sustaining pro- 
oa, | Tams and local-advertiser commer- 


BY cials. Warners is making the same 
wee | type of deal available to all other 
SF recorded libraries. 


ae Egner in his statement declared 
ste | that its Thesaurus will continue to 
m | negotiate with other ASCAP pub- 
Wee, | lishers on the same basis and that 
ie | as rapidly as his division was able 
me |to conclude satisfactory arrange- 


oi, | their compositions in Thesaurus. 
eee | Egner also explained that his ar- 
Mee | rangement with ASCAP does not 
mee | permit Thesaurus’ subscribers to 


broadcast ASCAP music on com- 
mercial programs, but if these sub- 
scribers wanted to do so they could | 
be made under a local commercial | 
per program or bir~-et license from | 





| had ever remitted such fees it was | t Legitimate. 


| deal 


| with Warner Bros. does not include | tracts 


|available to national advertisers. If | 


the maximum | 
| amount the annual payment remains | 


4 
oe ments with them it would include | 





* Indicates BMI licensing; ** 
| ASCAP., 
+ Filmusical. 


indicates SESAC licensing; others are via 





| Stand how the licensing contract op- |ASCAP. Even though the Warners | 


includes the use of its works 


on the programs of local advertisers | 


it is still necessary for a station- 
subscriber in such an instance to ob- 
tain a license from ASCAP. The 
blanket license extended to The- 


Saurus subscribers is limited to sus- | 


taining use. 


Fox said yesterday (Tuesday) that 
he was leaving for the Coast next | 
The deal which the Thesaurus has| Week to discuss new licensing con- | 
operators of the 


with the 
Standard Radio and 
Sollie libraries. 
in effect covering 


MacGregor & 


Associated Music Publishers, Inc. 





Suggy Cayles left Charles 
ren’s Triangle Music to contact for 
Harry Goodman’s Regent outfit. 








Charlie Gorden has become pro- 
fessional manager 
Inc., in New York. 


Fox has contracts | 
the libraries of | 
the World Broadcasting System and | 


War- | 


of Radiotunes, 


| Jonie Taps’ Swingaround 


Jonie Taps, general manager for 
| Shapiro-Bernstein, leaves today 
| (Wednesday) for a tour of the firm’s 
Pittsburgh, Cincinnati, Cleveland and 
| Chicago branch offices. 

He will be gone a week. 











Have you heard the sweetest 
ballad this side of heaven by 
the sweetest band this side of 
heaven ? 


‘Cancel the Flowers’ 
On Decca Record No. 4105 

















In 1941 we gave you ‘INTERMEZZO’ 
now we give you.. 


DARLING, | LOVE YOU 


from Tschaikowsky concerto, part 2 





(or did you 





LOVE’S RHAPSODY 


a dream melody 


AND 


DID YOU DID IT 


Orchestrations by KENDALL BURGESS 


didn’t did it) 





@ 
EDWARD SCHUBERTH & CO., INC. 


11 EAST 22nd STREET, NEW YORK 
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Gagster Gagged 


Philadelphia, Feb. 10. 


A local nitery m.c. appeared before his local draft board last week 
and asked that he be deferred from active military service on the 
ground that he was needed to keep up the morale of the civilians. 

‘In times like these,’ said the alleged ‘comic,’ ‘people need laughs, 


and I supply them with my gags.’ 


One of the board members asked the guy to give out with a sample 


of his ‘gags.’ 
chairman of the board announced: 


After listening to about 15 minutes of the patter, the 


‘Deferment denied—you’re in, bud! 











Holtz, Phil Baker, Willie Howard Set 
For Cliff Fischer's All-Vaude Policy 


+ 


Lou Holtz, Phil Baker, Willie 
Howard, Paul Draper, The Non- 
chalants and Simone Simon are set 
as the first headliners of an all- 
vaudeville policy going into the 
46th St. theatre, long a B. G. De- 
Sylva musicomedy house. Vaude 
setup starts March 8. Clifford C. 
Fischer, veteran producer of old 
variety and more recently produc- 
tion revues, is the impresario, but 
the Shuberts are also reported in. 

Shows will be two-a-day, in ortho- 
dox Keith’s Palace sty’s, with a 
former veteran Palace pit conductor, 
Lou Forman, batoning. Scale, $1 
mats and $2 nights. Show nut 
around $11,000 to $12,000 and 12 to 
15 acts will be booked for indef 
periods. Keynote of the shows will 
be accent on comedy. A- Merriel 
Abbott line of girls will back up the 
acts. 

Fischer wanted Jane Froman, who 
is due into the Hotel Blackstone, 
Chicago, after her current Royal 
Palm, Miami, engagement. Similarly 
Kitty Carlisle is committed to the 
Chez Paree, Chi, and 
couldn't be booked; ditto The Hart- 
mans and Dinah Shore. Joe E 
Lewis may come in later; he’s com- 


mitted to Loew’s State on Broadway | 


after his current Copacabana run. 
Incidentally, priorities kayoed 
Fischer's plans for a cabaret-theatre 
atop the 44th St. as his proposed 
policy, which was well set with the 
Astor estate (owners of the prop- 


erty) and the Shuberts, called for | 


certain necessary motors, cooling 
plant, extra fancy chairs, etc. 


Fefe Plans to Continue 
Monte Carlo Despite 


Trouble With Creditors about the burlesk shows, Moss said | 


Felix (Fefe) Ferry’s Monte Carlo, | 


Class New York cafe, has been ex- 
Periencing creditors’ troubles, but 
Plans to continue indefinitely. Gene 
Cavallero, of the Colony restaurant, 


is the backer and co-partner, with | 
some $50,000 reported outstanding. 


Georgie Jessel and Lois Andrews, 
Jessel's wife, hypoed biz for a ; pell 
and some $1,100 is still due him. but 


the comedian says he’s unworried 


about payoff. The Jessels were to | 


have played the spot 17 days in all, 
but pulled out after 12. 

The Monte Carlo Beach (annex) 
will be closed: that’s been a loser. 
The main room is continuing with 


Ted Straeter and Bob Knight's bands. | 


Cy Walter’s combo had held forth 
in the Beach. 


Jessel has just been advised that 
the $1,800 due him from another ill- 
fated nitery venture, the Theatre- 
Restaurant, Chicago (formerly a 
Mike Todd operation, but not at the 
time of its demise), is not deemed 
necessary wage earnings,’ under a 
local ruling. In other words, ac- 
tors, unlike beverage vendors, wait- 
an 7 al., are not ‘necessary labor,’ 

lence Jessel’s coin is being 
stalled. y 
Pherae the Jessels out of the Monte 
nt aang Andrews is again ac- 
oe ing dates solo. She opened last 
raged (Tuesday ) for two weeks at 
€ Club Charles, Baltimore. Belle 

Jaker will follow her in, also for a 
two-week Stand, both dates being 
agented by the William Morris office. 





Prime Ham 


Charles B. McDonald, RKO 
division manager, now regrets the 
idea that culminated in a unit for 
the circuit’s nabe theatres. Unit 
is billed as ‘Keith’s Union Square 
Old-Time Variety Show.’ 

McDonald has had little rest 
since, claiming the a.k. perform- 
ers call him at all hours com- 
plaining about the spelling of 
their names, billing, press no- 
tices, etc. 


Moss Just Aint 
Hep to a Thing 











likewise | 


New York License Commissioner 
Paul Moss has several city firemen 
on the anxious seat. As long as the 
Commissioner won’t talk about the 
burlesque situation, which has al- 
ready shuttered three New York 
| ‘follies’ shows, firemen, most fre- 
quently in the wings catching the 
stripper’s strippings, won't know 
whether they’re to remain homeless. 


Meantime Commissioner Moss re- 
mains ‘blissfully ignorant’ about the 
burlesque situation Asked if the 
‘follies’ houses had been warned 
about their shows before they were 
refused license renewals, the Com- 
| missioner said he didn’t know. Asked 
|}if the Mayor’s own commission, tho 
| Variety Revue Theatres Assn. of 


New York, had made any complaints 


he didn’t know 


Moss also didn’t know (1) If the 
Gaiety license expiring around the 
end of this month would be renewed; 
(2) whether he was aware of the 
| fact that petitions were being cir- 
culated along 42nd street asking for 


the reopening of the Eltinge and Re- | 


public theatres; (3) whether there is 
any chance that the darkened houses 
|can get their licenses back if prom- 
sing to behave 
No action has yet been taken | 
he VRTA on the cash bonds of $1 
500, deposited by each of the ‘follic 
houses, which are liable to forfeit 


nfraction of ‘regulations.’ 


Gallic Talent Void Stalls 
Free French Benefit 


Unavailability of certain Gallic 
talent, notably Jean Sablon and 
Simone Simon, stalled a big Free 
French benefit show that was being 
lined up for a Canadian tour. 


been a star in the ‘Folies Bergeres, 
in Paris, although an American. 

Sablon was rushed to the Brook 
Miami, to succeed Norma Terris who 
didn’t click: and Miss Simon is also 
tied up, among others. 


Pago Pago In Peort., Ore. 
Portland, Ore., Feb. 10. 
A new downtown nitery has opened 


here, 
motif. manager being Fred Wilkie. 


NATL AGVA REORG LIKEL 
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ANS PROBES 
UNION WOEo 


Continuously Stormy Situa- 
tion Rapidly Reaching a 
Climax — Silverstone to 
Los Angeles to Straighten 
Out Tangle 


CHI RUCKUS 





Internal situation of the American 
Guild of Variety Artists is fast ap- 
proaching a climax, and the Associ- 
ated Actors and Artistes of Amercia, 
parent organization of all talent 
unions, is taking steps to whip the 
recurrently recalcitrant variety per- 
formers’ setup into line. What steps 
the Four A’s will take has not yet 
been determined, but a complete re- 
organization of AGVA is likely. 

AGVA’s three-year career, since 
displacing the disenfranchised Amer- 
ican Federation of Actors, has been 
continuously stormy. A _ succession 
of national executive secretaries and 
‘power-hungry’ local executive sec- 
retaries have not been conducive to 
inner peace. Latest explosions have 
been caused by the position in which 
Gerald Griffin, current exec sec, 
found himself as a result of a Tommy 
Dorsey party brawl last fall, and ‘in- 
surrections’ by the Los Angeles and 
Chicago locals, under Leslie Litomy 





About Burlesk: 


Cynda Glenn was set, she having | 


the Pago Pago. Has the island } 





and Jack Irving, respective local 
executive secretaries. 
Silverstone to Coast 

As a possible maneuver to get the 
L. A. branch in line, Jonas T. Silver- 
| stone, AGVA’s counsel, left N. Y. for 
the Coast Monday night (9). How- 
ever, AGVA’s national board has not 
yet taken action against that branch, 
which a few months ago passed a 
resolution stopping the per capita 
tax payments to the national until 
there was a change in the national 
administration. Resolution was spe- 
cifically aimed at Griffin. 

Action by Irving in countermand- 
ing a couple of orders from the na- 
tional office, one of which pertained 
to overlapping contracts held by the 
Callahan Sisters (2) for the Chez 
Paree, Chicago, and Bali Club, Mi- 
}ami, has likewise not yet received 
|}national board attention. Nor has 
| the participation of Morton Downey, 
|national president, currently at the 
Chez, and Henry Dunn, treasurer, 
also appearing in Chicago last week, 
in Irving’s reverse action received 
official treatment. 

Several steps to reorganize AGVA 
}are said to be under consideration 
| by the Four A’s. One of these would 
be a revamp of AGVA’s constitution 
to give the national office more con- 
trol over the actions of local officials, 
without, however, impairing the au- 
tonomy of the out-of-town branches. 





Eleanor French Set For 
Plaza’s Persian Room 


Eleant Frenc! and f¢ 
Sara Ann McCabe late follow The 

Ba ry ada ers, ind J € W 
oO tre into the Per Roc of 
the Hote) Plaza, N. ¥ The ) 
forme tr fi l nd $1.50- 
$2 couvert now Into! al and 

COVE But biz ji till n 
Another cla oom on the b.o 


downbeat is the St. Regis’ 
where an ice show held forth for 
some time. The Hotel Biltmore’s ice 
|revue, plus Enric Madriguera’s 
band, seemed to kayo the St. Regis. 

Another future possibility for the 
Persian Room is Lois Andrews 
(Mrs. George Jessel). Dick Gas- 
parre’s band kolds over. 


{Hotel Pierre, like the Plaza, has | 
igone ‘informal,’ with Ella Logan 
and Stanley Melba the sole enter- 


‘ . af 
ainment 





San Antonio, Feb. 10. 
‘Dude’ Skiles, former trumpeter 
with Fred Waring, recently opened 
the Shadowland night club here. 
Skiles has 
| piece combo for the spot. 


| SKILES OPENS OWN NITERY 


Iridium, } 


The class Cotillion Room in the! 


formed his own 12- 





JEAN SABLON 


‘Sablon’s repertoire is surefire— 


the staid Persian Room resounded 
time and again with- insistent re- 
quests for encores'—Abel, Variety. 
; Current at the 
Brook Club, Miami Beach, Fla. 
Exclusive Decca Recordings 
Direction: 


WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 








Poor Tourist Biz In Havana Seen 
Partially Offset by Big Sugar Crop 





Havana, Feb. 10. 
Practically zero tourist business, 
which has hit hard at Cuban niteries, 
will be partially offset when money 
starts rolling in this spring from 
sale of a 3,000,000-ton sugar crop. 


Meantime, shuttering of Sloppy 
Joe’s and operation of the Casino 
only three times weekly, with pos- 
sibility that it may also close, is in- 
dicative of the war blues. Most of 
the tourist bag, of course, has come 
from the U. S. 


Despite wide-open gambling, the 
decline in Havana nitery attendance 
became noticeable more than a year 


which had previously paid top dance 
teams $750 weekly, cut budget to 
$250-top for a dancing turn or single 
attraction. This year even the $250 
figure could not be maintained for 
long. Niteries with $1,500 weekly 
talent payrolls reduced operating 
nut to $1,000 a year ago and dropped 
still lower during past season 
Casino, operated by A. Battisti, 
who owns the Seville-Biltmore hotel, 








Chicago Defense 
Group Honors 30 


_—— 


Chicago, Feb. 10. 
Certificates of Honor, awarded to 


on National Defense, have been 
given to some 30 people in Chicago 
show business, 

Awards thus far have gone to 
Willie Shore, Ethel Shutta, Victor 
Moore, Danny Thomas, Merriel Ab- 
| bott, Griff Williams, Lawrence Welk, 
| Mark Fisher, Art Kassel, Joe Sher- 








|man, Frank Olsen, Jack Irving, 
|Charles Hogan, A. Warren Jones, | 
Harry Gray, Mort Infield, Dan 


|Graham, Harry Greben, David P. 
|O’Malley, Dick Jurgens, Irwin Barg, 
|'Fred Crow, Abe Cohen, Ray Jones, 
| Virginia Payne, Henry Mandel, 


| Alexander Baim, Barney Hochstader, | 


|Sam Roberts, Charles Teischner and 
|to the board of Chicago Federation 
|of Musicians. 

| These citations are awarded ‘in 
appreciation of patriotic 
tion with the Chicago Commission on 
National Defense, established to co- 
ordinate defense activitie n the 


City of Chicago 


coopera- 


Jane Froman Booked 


For Blackstone, Chicago 
Chic ¥ Fel 10 

Jane F mie the } 

Ta f R of f I a one 

hotel starting March 10 Roo! re- 

cently opened by the current Hilde- 


garde. has caught on excellently 
Miss Froman is currently at the 
Royal Palm, Miami, and Miss Hilde- 
garde returns to the Savoy-Plaza, 
N. Y.. in March 

At the sister Camellia House at the 
northside Drake hotel, the new book- 
ing is Milton Douglas. who comes in 
this week for a fortnight with 


options. 


Ho'ld Over based te Chi 


| Chicago, Feb. 19. 
| Xavier Cugat orchestra has proved 
big click in the Empire Room of the 
Palmer House and has been held 
over through month of March 

Eddy Duchin orchestra returns to 
jthe room April 1. 


citizens by the Chicago Commission | 


a couple of months ago cancelled an 
American unit, including Chester 
Iale line of 12 and a featured song- 
stress, while opening of a new air- 
conditioned nitery, first of its kind 
here, in the Seville-Biltmore, has 
nuw been postponed reportedly un- 
| til March, due to delay in getting 
|equipment from the U.S. 


| Understanding is that U.S. pro- 
| ducers such as Chester Hale will 
|prepare pocket editions of US 
|nitery revues, with smaller line, for 
Cuban spots. 


Sugar revenue, it’s felt here, may 
Cuban sp@hders trekking in 
numbers to Broadway, re- 


bd | send 
OW DIZ Feopie 
| versing the trend of yesteryear. Es- 


timates are that some 16,000 Cuban 
bankrolls will be fattened by the 
sugar crop this spring. 

Colorful street fiestas, formerly 
held once or twice weekly during 
February, have been called off on 
account of the war but business in 
native taxi dancehalls and Cuban 
niteries operating with local talent 
continues fairly good. Most prom- 
|inent among native talent spots are 
|Kursaal, Jiggs, Montmartre and the 
Rhumba-Palace. San Souci, a few 
miles outside of Havana, is still 

ing lower-priced American acts, 


Albert Johnson Pays 
Performers on Floppo 
Ice Show of Last Year 


Albert Johnson, who produced the 
l-fated ‘Stars on Ice’ for showing 
at Luna Park, Coney Island, last 
ummer. has begun paying off the 
ast of 30 American 
Guild of Variety Artist Ice show 


through the 


tn finar a] ai ttic tig and 

er onenec the t Clr ‘ ed 
$2.000 rene ol 

J on’ trouble really tarted 

en ! key backed out at the 

7 f I é nre ce pro ne 

€ AG\ € oY ly 

ake restitution as oon as possibie, 

I ‘ the first time Johnson was 


ever known to be involved in such 


Burke Still With Apollon 
In GAC Booking Switch 


Dave Apollon, in going over to 
General Amus. Corp., has not left 
the management of Benny Burke, as 
reported last week. Burke has been 
Apollon’s rep for some 20 years. 
Deal merely calls for GAC to agent 
'the dialectic musician, 

GAC is figuring on _ building 
Apollon up, possibly for a spot in 
ront of a band. Comic has worked 
mostly with Filipino musicians, and 
the one time he essayed a pop crew 
he didn’t hold it long. 


ago when spots such as the Casino,” 
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Rainbow Room Among Few Class N.Y. 


Spots Doing Well; 


Other Cafes Spotty 





By ABEL GREEN 


The New York niteries are looking | 
te the picture business as a hopeful | 
boxoffice barometer, since the gen- 
eral theme is escapology, and the | 
belief persists that the masses, de- | 
spite the Japs, taxes, etc., will con- | 
tinue to seek divertissement. But, so 
far, it’s not adding up quite that 
way. Film grosses are good, but 
cafe biz is spotty—in New York, as | 
well as in Miami (see roundup of the | 
Florida situation herewith). | 


Casualties among the class rooms | 
have been surprising, and those mass | 
spots holding on still are doing so in 
haphazard manner. It’s expected 
that as we approach the March 15 
tax deadline it will be on the down- 
beat, and then perk again. 

Highlight spots like the Stork and 
Ei Morocco, the Rainbow Room and 
Wedgwood Room (Waldorf-Astoria), 
plus some of the other hotels, ap- 
pear to be the few big biz getters; 
the others are n.s.g. Fefe’s Monte 
Carlo is quite bad; the Plaza’s 
Persian Room had to drop its couvert 
in favor of a $1.50-$2 minimum; the 
Ambassador hotel’s Trianon Room 
has folded: the Pierre’s Cotillion 
Room was slated to shutter, but is 
still open; the St. Regis’ Iridium 
Room has had to abandon its ice 
revue, and transferred the modest 

oor show, from the downstairs 

aisonette Russe (damaged by fire), 
into the more formal Iridium; and 
go on down the list. 


John Roy, however, at the Rain- 
bow Room seems to have found a 
happy formula with his present 
show. The 65-story high cafe is a 
natural draw for tourists and natives 
alike—the tourist traffic seems key- 
noted by the many Officers’ uniforms 
seen here—and the present lineup 
gives plenty of good value. 

Carmen Cavallaro’s new _ band 
(Band Reviews) is a highlight, and 
with the colorful, brunet Dacita at 
the helm of Clemente’s Rhumba 
band, the RR seemingly has found 
an excellent dansapation formula. 
Cavallaro’s is the best band the 
Rockefeller nitery has had since Ray 
Noble debuted here several seasons 
back. 

Returners are Elsie Houston with 
ber Brazilian vocalisthenics; and 

alton and O’Rourke’s clever pup- 
peteering. These men ‘expose’ their 
marionet manipulations, and thus get 

ore out of ‘Lazy Bones,’ the hotcha 
ulaist and the coonshoutin’ ‘St. 
Louis Blues.’ 

New are Charles Weidman (New 
Qc), aided by Katherine Litz and 

eter Hamilton, and holding over, 
seemingly a fixture with the lease, is 


———EE 


PHIL 
REGAN 


OPENING FEB. 24 


LOOKOUT HOUSE 
COVINGTON, KY. 
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Personal Representative: 
FRANK VINCENT 
Beverly Hills, Calif. 











|an attendant 
{ment quality, due to the economic 


| general overhead. 


Dr. Sydney Ross with his expert 
legerdermain at tables. 

Harris Ashburn (of the dancing 
Ashburns in the across-the-hall 
Rainbow Grill) introes the dancers, 
which makes for a nice touch, as he 
presents a new face to the proceed- 
ings. Cavallaro merely introes his 
own specialties. Dacita, who heads 
the Clemente Rhumbaists, incident- 
ally is another ex-hoofer gone 
maestre. She now contrives a little 
terping as an incidental while han- 
dling the claves and maracas, backed 
by the male quintet, and continues 
a formula set by the Velero Sisters 
with their band, thus giving the 
Latin department a little extra s.a. 
(Latter just opened at the Clover 
Club, Miami.) 

Incidentally, the Rainbow Room 
program now features an announce- 
ment that a steel and concrete build- 
ing like the RCA Building affords 
the best protection in the event of 
air raids, and emphasizes that all 
Rockefeller Center personnel is well 
trained to conduct guests to shelters, 
etc., in the event of alerts, practise 
blackouts, etc. 





Miami Cafes Spotty 
Miami, Feb. 10. 

Local cafe business continues 
spotty. There are a number of rea- 
sons, and it’s not all because of the 
gambling tabu. Incidentally it looks 
like no dice, either, for the wheels, 
craps, etc., after it appeared cer- 
tain that a ‘deal’ would be worked 
out whereby five or six selected spots 
would onerate casinos, and the com- 
petitive syndicates and mobs would 
work out the split among them- 
selves. But, essentially, the Miami 
season is tepid. For one thing, the 
men come in for a quick week or 
two, and thence back to defense or- 
ders, etc. The women folk and fami- 
lies remain behind perhaps another 
fortnight, but then also return home. 
Then, too, mild war jitters, fear of 
travel, etc., contribute to the gen- 
eral picture. 

Certain hotels are doing well; the 
rank-and-file are not, and unless 
things pick up there will be heavy 
casualties. 

As for cafes, there are too many on 
the Beach. Statistics show 161 spots 
have bar and cabaret licenses. A 
bar license costs $1,500; another 
$2,000 goes for a cabaret. Some $900 
more for special fees on_ seats, 
kitchen, etc., with result the nut is 
$4,400 for basic taxes alone. Busi- 


| ness thus is spread thin. 


On top of that the highlight spots 
don’t seem to get any repeat busi- 


| ness because there’s nothing to draw 


them back. Gambling is the usual 


| offset for indifferent talent, but when 


the casinos operate 


upbeat 


there’s usually 
in entertain- 


increasing the 

It’s the reverse 
now. While the class joints aren’t 
cheating on shows, they’re frankly 
conservative. 


balance in favor of 





Aiken (S, C.) grand jury has rec- 
ommended state-wide legislation 


| authorizing authorities to control 
|} roadhouses and night spots. 
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Price May Be Booked 
For Royal Palm, Miami 


Georgie Price may go into the 
Royal Palm, Miami. The Ritz Bros. 
are cold; they’ve a Universal film 
deal. 

Jimmy Durante and Martha Raye 
are also being dickered for, if avail- 
able between pictures. 


MOVE TO ERASE 
AGCY. SQUAWK 


Lawyers for New York’s leading 
talent agencies met Monday (9) to 
discuss a plan for solving the prob- 
lem periodically created for the lat- 
ter’s business by Assemblyman Har- 
old Ostertag’s introduction of a the- 
atrical agency licensing amendment 
to the N. Y. state employment agency 
law. The legislator has been offer- 
ing the same bill for almost 10 years. 
Gne nearly got through last spring, 
but was killed at the last minute by 
a strong lobby. 

It was suggested to the group of 
lawyers that they try to work out a 
bill which would be satisfactory to 
License Commissioner Paul Moss and 
other municipal licensing commis- 
sioners as well as their clients, 
thereby ending the complaint which 
Ostertag cites as the cause for his 
repetitious actions on the agency- 
licensing issue. 

Among the agencies represented at 
the Monday meeting were the Wil- 
liam Morris office, General Amus. 
Corp., A. & S. Lyons, National Con- 
cert and Artists Corp. (NBC), Mu- 
sic Corp. of America and Myron 
Selznick. 


AGENT GROUP TO AID 











USO TALENT ROUNDUP: 





Group of 21 agents has 
Camp Shows in lining up talent to 
perform for free at special enter- 
tainment programs for enlisted men 
in the New York area. These are 
soldiers and sailors about to leave 
for duty outside the United States or 
stationed in forts where leaves are 
restricted. 

Agents’ .commitee includes Her- 
man Citron, chairman; Abner Gresh- 
lar, Jack W. Miller, Emil Lowe, 
Mark J. Leddy, Harry Lenetska, 
Lester Laden, Phil Coscia, David 
Jonas, Harry Ames, Herman Fialkoff. 
Matty Rosen, Arthur Shields, 
Rausch, Vito Melfi, Dick Henry, 
Charles Rapp, Nat Dunn, Fred Mar- 
tens, Harry Green and_ Roger 
Murrel. 





Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 
Saranac, N. Y., Feb. 10. 
After a year of bed siege Percy 
Wenrich, song writer, is back in 
circulation, allowed up for meals. 
Dolly Connolly, his frau, is still bed 
siding. 


Earle Larrimore ex - Broadway | been expected to make. 


legit actor, mastered the 


operation. He is now at the 
ley cottage, 110 Main St. 
James (Lambs Club) Marshall, 


who has ozoned here, shot into New 


York to attend graduation of his | 
Jimmy is sched- | 


youngest daughter. 
uled to graduate from here soon 
with an O. K. 

Steve Gregory, of the old Gregory 
troupe of jugglers, here for an 0.0. 

Raymond Stearns, musician, who 
ozoned here years ago, writes he is 
somewhere in Iceland with Uncle 
Sam’s army. 


Little Marie Froom, who did it | 


here and resumed in New York, re- 
cently made member of the Catholic 
Actors Guild. 

Sneak thief walked out of Saranac 
Study and Art Guild with box con- 
taining the collection for the In- 
fantile Paralysis fund. 

Ernis Honig, ex-Universal film 
representative, shot into the Rogers 
from Spain, a recent arrival. Show- 
ing improvement and a mess of 
added poundage. 

Write to those who are ill. 





Jack Lenny Drafted 


Jack Lenny, agent, is the first 
member of the Artists Representa- 
tives Assn. of N. Y. to be drafted 
into the Army. 

Lenny, 32, has been closing out his 





business during the past week. 


volun- | dis F 
; 4 istinction 
teered as a committee to assist 5 a : : : 

. to assist USO |go on until he can play his a.k. parts without makeup. 








The Good Old Days 


STOTT Hy K-CHOGGGGH. 


Herewith appears a ‘Variety’ review of a N. Y. Palace bill of 20 years 
ago. The intention is to reprint these weekly using the relative week of 1922 
with the current date of issue. No special reason in reviving these reviews 
other than the interest they may have in recalling the acts which were 
playing at that time, the manner of putting together a big time show (book. 
ing), which radio stations may find pertinent, and as a resume of the style 
of vaudeville reviewing of that day. 





(Reprinted from ‘Variety’ of Feb. 10, 1922) 


PALACE, N. Y. 


Holdovers, returns, ‘names’ with little but past performances to back 
them up, and one or two good and healthy old-style flops combine to make 
this week’s show one of the sort that makes a ‘regular’ appreciate a rock- 
ing chair near the radiator, his own wife, and a thrilling trade paper or 
a snappy seed catalog. It surely doesn’t encourage vaudeville patronage. 

Wilton Lackaye in a medieval French panto complicated by modern 
motion picture methods qualified as the ‘tone’ of the bill. ‘The Greater 
Love’ is far from brilliant. It is credited to Henry Ridgeau, who is stil] 
unheard of. It is an unsubtle, silent skit, with letters and pictures flashed 
on a screen upstage to point the progress of a story such as a sophomore 
might deem dramatic and emphatic—the tragedy of a man past middle age 
about to marry, who finds a letter from his fiancee to his young chum 
saying she loves the younger man, but will marry the old one because he 
can support her; the bridegroom-not-to-be makes preparations to have it 
appear an accidental shot, then plunks himself in the ribs and leaves a 
$25,000 insurance policy to the girl, so, presumably, she can marry the 
buddy. ; 

This little panto was originally written for Mme. Rejane, the classic 
French actress, with the woman’s role the single acted one; she rejected 
it with the sophisticated observation that turning a man over to one’s room- 
mate and furnishing the capital besides would not be popular with French- 
women. With men it’s different. They wouldn't do it, but they don’t so 
much mind seeing another man do it, especially a famed Romeo like Bill 
Lackaye. They liked him in it. Cf course, he executed it with Lackaye 
finesse, dressed it to immaculate perfection, graced it with his distinctive 
punctuations, He made a little address in ‘one’ to follow, stating that he 
did so to refute a rumor that he had gone into pantomime because he had 
lost his voice—‘a fond hope of my friends and a vain dream of my 
enemies,’ as he put it. 

Beyond that there was nothing important except Nancy Welford’s 
dimpled knees. Miss Welford is one of William Rock’s accessories. The 
child works like Frances White and is as stage-smart as Maude Fulton. 
Rock keeps picking them. Somebody will be buzzing a bee into Miss 
Welford’s off ear very shortly. She is scarcely for a vaudeville act long. 
Ske has the niftiest little figure that has rippled before the glad eyes of 
a tired bunch of Broadwayites in moons, her voice is clear, she has a 
broad and cute sense of comedy, she dances, she knows how to demurely 
flirt with a whole audience, and she is ‘over.’ 

Helen Eby, Rock’s other staff, has the best trained hair on earth and 
is a valuable straight support as well as a young woman who commands 
Rock is as young as he has been in years, and will probably 
He stages every- 
thing smartly and kas keen theatre sense as well as cunning judgment. 
The act is a Palace holdover and did well. 

Charles Withers, now billing exclusively himself on the attraction card, 
did not do so powerfully with ‘For Pity’s Sake’ in an early spot. The 
laughs were irregular and the applause was weak for this many-return 
turn. Miller and Capman, second, got nothing for their first two numbers, 


| including the dance so similar to Stanley and Byrnes’ drunk double, and 


| 
| 


| to 
Sam | 


got going only on the taller man’s superlative ankle eccentricities; two 
bows. 

The Stanleys did a good melange of handstanding and balancing, but 
stalled too much for ‘class,’ which is not regarded as essential in an open- 
ing act and which they can safely let go by the boards; they murder their 
finish by putting on hats and coats and strolling off, whereas they ought 
work biff-bang, as nature and tradtiion intended them to; do their 
stunts and drop the drop. What they do of their tricks is great—the 
parlor stuff is dragged in and looks it; doesn’t get over and slows up the 
parade. 

Aileen Stanley, with a poor pick in songs and too many of them, did 
not wow the Palace bunch, as it has been reported she has done elsewhere 
of late and of yore. She has a sympathetic note in her throat and a thor- 
oughly acceptable personality, but it is all singing, number after number, 
without a thrill, and, Tuesday night, without a laugh except twice on blue 
Miss Stanley :s billed as a phonograph artist, and she sings about 
herself as such. The phonograph companies, though, probably don’t let 
her pick all her own songs. She needs a director who can animate her 
performance and a song chooser who knows when old ones are through 
and when new ones will never begin. She has herself, which is a great 


gags 


|nucleus for a fine act; now she needs someone to capitalize her with a 
|few highlights and a lot of material. 


| 


| 
| 


| 


Florence Nash and her company in ‘A Breath of Fresh Air’ missed 
creating the impression that an artist of Miss Nash’s caliber might have 
Last week this reviewer blamed the Colonial 


hee. | audience for not rising to this act; this week the neighbors from up that 
or- | way must have flocked to the Palace to see her again, because again it 


was a milk-and-water affair, a laugh or two, a scant four curtains and 
this stribe still insists Miss Nash is a baby bear and ‘A Breath of Fresh 
Air’ is a good comedy—but he doesn’t know whkat’s the matter. Maybe 
it’s her support, which is terrible enough. 

Harry Watson, Jr., re-repeated his oft-repeated repeaters, the pug bit 
and the ‘phone bit. Nothing happened to him that hadn’t happened be- 
fore and won't again, It’s like the small town reporter who came back 
to his office after most of the town kad burned up, and when his frantic 
editor asked him why he didn’t tear off some ‘copy,’ he answered: ‘Aw, 
what’s the use? Everybody saw the fire. What’s the use of reviewing 
Watson again? Almost as much goes for Roscoe Ails and Kate Pullman— 
they’re here again. If both these turns weren’t good they wouldn't be 
booked back and back and back. But how can a guy find new words to 
discuss them every time when they boomerang in so often? 

Cansino Brothers and Marion Wilkins, the gifted younger boys of the 








noted tamale dancing family, and a spirited girl closed. Lait. 
proval at the funny scene, the 
Bert Marks, Al, Passes brasses in the orchestra blared as 


the curtain fell on the blackout, and 
the hawkers in the aisles cried their 
wares. 

Bert Marks failed to pick himself 


Away Doing Burley Bit 











Milwaukee, Feb. 10. 

Bert Marks, burley comic, playing 
a scene at the Empress Wednesday 
matinee (4), was buying ‘concen- 
trated liquor pills’ from the straight 
man, Hughey Mack. After each pill 
(actually raisins) Mack queried: 

‘Do you feei anything now?’ 

‘No, I don’t feel anything,’ replied 
Marks several times, then suddenly 
he toppled over in a complete pass- 
out. The audience roared its ap- 





up. A fire department rescue squad 
worked over him for half an hour. 
but to no avail. He had died in- 
stantly, as he got his last laugh. 

Bert Marks, 41, was born Samuel 
Siegler. and for 25 years played 
vaud and burley—with James Bar- 
ton, Joe Yule, Clark and McCul- 
lough and many others who became 
famous. He was a member of the 
BAA and his remains were taken to 
New York for burial. He is survived 
by his widow, Gladys. 
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Night Club Revieivs 





COPACABANA, N.Y. 





‘Flying Down to Rig—and Back, 
aud a costumed by Don Loper, 
with Joe E. Lewis, Loper and Maxine 
Barrat, Walter Long, Estelita, Betty 
Jane Smith, Carol Dexter, _ Samba 
Sirens (7), Nat Brandwynne’s Orch 
and Frank Marti’s Samba Band; $2.50 
and $3.50 mintmum, 


Highlight of this talent-studded 
show is Don Loper’s genius for cos- 
tume designing. Evidently catching 
Monte Proser on an offbeat, Loper 
got permission to shoot the works. 
Plus his own gtod taste and _ origi- 
nality, very evident is some $14,000 
that was spent in executing Loper’s 
designs into silks and stuff. That the 
getups drew applause at each new 
appearance opening night (5) was 
voluble praise for the dancer's ex- 
cellent job. ; 

Besides the designing, the male 
half of the fine Loper and Barrat 
dance team did a good job staging 
the Copa’s new show, and the team 
continues as an important part of the 
entertainment itself. ‘Fly- 
ing Down to Rio—and Back’ is a two- 
part extravaganza, the depiction of 
the trip south of the equator coming 
at the dinner show, with the return 
to the states at suppertime. For the 
2 am. performance, the cast is in a 
melange of both parts. In toto, it 
eapably cashes in on the conga- 
rhumba fad as well as serving as an- 
other manifestation of goodwill oper- 
ations. 

Show comes close to carrying book 
roles for everybody except Joe E. 
Lewis, who is aloof from the South 
American hiatus, but not as the cus- 
tomer’s favorite entertainer. In a 
spot of his own at the finale, Lewis 
continues to smack through a re- 
markably high laugh average. The 
terrific business done and being done 
at the Copa since his opening some 
weeks ago stamps Lewis as the No. 1 
cafe entertainer in America. As 
comedy talent, with or without his 
great stock of special song material, 
Lewis needn’t take a back seat for 
anybody. 

For the new show Proser went out 
and signed three new (for the Copa) 
acts. and all of them are in the smash 
category. Betty Jane Smith, an al- 
most toy-sized blonde, cute, pert and 
pretty, is a hoofing and toe-dancing 
sock, working as vis-a-vis for Walter 
Long, good-looking juve who is him- 
self one of the better tap dancers 
around. They’re a cute and expert 
team and look like cinch clicks in 
stage or film musicals, either teamed 
or individually. 

Third newcomer is 
pulchritudinous blonde who has 
those boudoir-type eyes and voice to 
match. She has a good delivery for 
the torch-type pops and is a fresh 
face for the nitery scene. 

Copa’s holdovers, besides Lewis 
and Loper and Barrat, are Fernando 
Alvarez, suave Spanish-slinging m.c., 
and Estelita, the Latin-American fire- 





| policy. 


his aide) jealously guard the portals, 
so that cafe patronage is likewise as 
much under wraps as is the hotel 
register where, if you're technically 
non-‘Aryan’ — as_ it’s laughingly 
called—you can’t buy a room and 
bed. A new high (or low) in snob- 
bishness are the ads in the dailies, 
‘Reservations by Recommendation.’ 
Recommendation of whom? 

However, that curiosa Ameri- 
cana is frankly rampant in Florida— 
where it’s a state law that Negroes 
in public conveniences, like buses, 
must ride in the back, and ‘Gentiles 
Only’ is a frequently seen billing on 
certain ‘restricted’ hotels. 

So far as this boite is concerned, 
it’s the best $3.50 to $4.50 buy in 
Miami Beach. The dinner is superb; 
and the selective scale is worth it 
alone, sans the class entertainment. 
Under the law, dance music must 
stop at midnight in hotels, so it’s 
strictly a one-show job. Spot is a 
cinch for the acts, doing their stuff 
at around 9:30 or 10, and thence to 
bed or the other whoopee parlors. 
No wonder the kiddies get up early 
for that sunning, thus making it the 
healthiest saloon job in the world. 

With Dwight Fiske’s advent, the 
management staggers the show to 
keep them on the scene. He comes 
on at around 11. First Estelle and 
LeRoy, nifty dancing couple, do their 
stuff. They've progressed far. Their 
orthodox ballroomology is now 
punctuated by the proper light 
touches, such as that conga jitterbug 
routine on the heels of ‘Por Que,’ 
tango, and an unusual Neapolitan 
waltz. Estelle is a looker, flashing 
a nice back and an erect carriage, 
while LeRoy (who’s a double for 
Max Hoffman, Jr.) is an equally 
personable vis-a-vis. 

Sara Ann McCabe (since shifted 
to the class Whitehall in Palm 
Beach) is fine for this room. Of ex- 
cellent personality and _ finished 
voice, she clicks with her spirituals, 
a Friml medley, ‘I Said No’ (cute 
filmusical excerpt), ‘You Are Every- 
thing’ (Cole Porter) and ‘I Am An 
American.’ This latter seems a 
curious clash in its American Way 
lyric content with the general 
atmosphere of the Versailles’ hotel 
That likewise goes for the 
billing which accompanies Mme. 
Claude Alphand, who's heralded as 
‘the voice of Free France,’ her hus- 


| band, Alphand, having been a pre- 


Carol Dexter, | 


|ate phrases 
| Smal t-spot 


ball who puts a good part of her | 


muscles into most of her songs. She 
gets over, per usual, but an added 
asset in this production is an espe- 
cially striking costume designed for 
her by Loper. In skin-fitting white, 
with one large floral effect, Estelita 
can never hope to look better. She 
wore this outfit for the ‘Carioca’ num- 
ber, which also featured the Samba 
Sirens, now augmented to seven 
beauts, who drew particularl# loud 
applause on their entrance because 
of their standout costuming. 

Proser has presented a series of 
fine shows here, but this effort by 
Don Loper may rate as the Copa’s 
best to date. Credits are given in a 
special program for the contributions 
of all the hired hands and all the 
music, with a special note for Billy 
Reed, Proser’s special production as- 
sistant, for a new patriotic tune, 
Swing Out for Victory,’ which is 
used as the midnight show’s finale 
Other tunes are standard pops, 
chiefly from former stage and film 
its 


If business here continues as big 
as it is now, the Copa may corral all 
the nitery customers in town. As is 
already the case, most of the nitery 
Ops are crying the blues and won- 
dering what it is thes Proser has that 
they need. Joe E. Lewis is one an- 
Swer. Another is the Copa’s top- 
notch service, decor and other at- 
mospheric effects, which importantly 
include the Samba Sirens. Scho. 


—— 


HOTEL VERSAILLES 


(Gulfstream Room) 
(MIAMI BEACH) 





: _ Miami Beach, Feb. 5. 
govight Fiske, Estelle & LeRoy, 
nae Ann McCabe, Charles Murray 

Tch (8); $3.50 minimum. 





sere’s a paradox cafe. Featuring 
wither test divertissement, coupled 
Gi an extraordinarily good cuisine 
» lp resort where the kitchen facili- 
sail are a problem), the Hotel Ver- 
es, with its peculiarly un- 
enacan policy of restricted clien- 
sree ey has the best show in 
— Miami. Housed in the Gulf- 
“eam Room, Bruno (and Albert, 


| 
| 


| 


Plenty of 


Vichy official in Paris. Aso in- 
coming is Russell Swann, but hold- 
ing over are the dancers and the 
tiptop Charles Murray orchestra 
(Band Reviews). 

Fiske, zany of the Steinway, with 
his frankly ribald style of songalogs, 
is more risque in his polite inuen- 
does than in actual lyrics, with 
result he can play the smartest and 
most conservative rooms _ without 
offending. What the customers 
choose to read, into his wordage is 
something else again. His ‘Clarissa 


the Flea,. ‘Mr. Webster,’ ‘Why 
Should Penguins Fly?’, ‘Riding 


Hood’ and the like, with their liter- 

and observations, are 
delights, ideal for so- 
phisticated and cosmopolitan audi- 
ences. Fiske long made the Savoy- 
Plaza’s Lounge Cafe in N. Y. a sea- 


sonal stop and, with his new ma- 
terial, looks likely to play the 
Abel 


circuit all over again. 


BEACHCOMBER, N.Y. 


Henny Youngman, Lenore 
mon, Manor & Mignon, April Ames, 
Lee Sullivan, Beacharmers (8), 
Lou Salazar Orch, Machito Rhumba 
Band; $2.50 minimum after 10:30 p.m. 


Topped off by the initial profes- 
sional appearance of Lenore Lem- 
mon (New Acts), debutante person- 








Lem- | 
| hinterlander’s 


| from native 


chorines wearing red-white-blue ab- 
breviated costumes after the strip- 
peroo. Line also has a high-hat rou- | 
tine, a parade in nightgowns and a 
partiotic finale. 

Lou Salazar’s band plays ‘the 
show with polish while this combo 
and Machito’s rhumba crew alter- 
nates in furnishing music for the 
dancing. 

Joe Frisco, from his 52nd Sireet 
spot, went over trimly with his fa- 
miliar comedy routines when called 
on at the opener. Wear. 


MOTHER KELLY’S 


(MIAMI BEACH) 


Miami Beach, Feb. 5. 
Myles Bell, Jerry & Turk, Jerri 
Kruger, Kretlow Girls (6), Pat 





Clayton, 3 Guesses; Jack Ebu’s Band 


(5) featuring Flea Madden; no cover 
or minimum. 





Robert A. (Mother) Kelly is a 
product of the prohibition era, and 
there’s nothing maternal about him 
though he has a fatherly interest in 
his customers and his joint on Dade 
Blvd. in Miami Beach. His billing 
was born of a catch-phrase to lone 
Volstead gals that ‘’ll mix you a 
drink just like your mother wouid 
like it,” and thus did Mother Kelly 
cafes in Saratoga, an abortive at- 
tempt in New York three seasons 
ago, and his institution here come 
into being. 

Acts work on a platform flanked 
by a huge circular bar, akin to the 
Bill Jordan’s Bar of Music idea. 
which is another local spot (also in 
Hollywood). Tables, on a raised bal- 
cony, are for the ritz trade. No cover 
or minimum, but the tariffs average 
up well around $1.50-$2 a head, 
which is standard in Miami. 

Show is no cheater. In Myles Bell, 
a suave emcee, Mother Kelly’s has a 
good conferencier. The band is 
headed by saxist Jack Eby and his 
five men, including featured drum- 
mer Flea Madden, and they produce 
a good brand of dansapation, besides 
playing the show well. 

General theme of the room 
road company ‘Hellzapoppin,’ with 
much madcap and zany comedy, 
blackouts, etc. In these Bell works 
with Pat Clayton, ex-Howdy Club 


is a 


| his cafe act. 





disciple, the latter doing the dames. 


The blackouts are rough, but not too | 


raw. 

Surrounding everything are some 
excellent acts, notably Jerri Kruger 
(she spells it with a final ‘i’ now), 
who is making progress as a song 
stylist with her special arrangements. 
Neat looking brunet is easy on the 
eyes and ears, which isn’t a bad par- 
lav for anybody's saloon. 

Kretlow Girls. sextet booked out 
of Chicago, break it up with their 
ensembles. Also present are Jerry 
and Turk, whose standard comedy 
some how doesn’t get over in this 
room: and then come the Three 
Guesses (New Acts) for the finale. 
Disciples of the Radio Rogues, new 
trio has~“a bright future. Incoming 
as new headliner are Owen & Par- 
ker, local faves. Abel. 


LEON & EDDIE'S, N.Y. 





Eddie Davis, Susan Day, Noel Toy 


Spencer & Foreman, Eddie Manson, | 


Letitia. Eric Thorson, Don Scott 
Dancers (6), Bobby Sanford Line 
(8), Lou Martin Orch (6); minimum, 
$3.50 week days; Saturday and Sun- 
day, $4 


lineup is not likely to) 
affections of out-of-town 
Eddie Davis remains the 
delight and his de- 
occasion extorts squeals 
New Yorkers as well 

Davis, as ever, continues the! 
talent mainstay of this 52nd street 


Current 
alienate 
trade. 


livery on 


bistro, selling his double-barreled 
i}blue gagging and lyrics with in- 


ality from cafe society, and helped | 


Youngman, the 
appeal for so- 


vastly by Henny 
Beachcomber packs 
cialites as well as 
show is wrapped up in 
the current array (well over an hour 
opening night because of celebs and 
guest appearances). Manor and 
Mignon, April Ames and Lee Sulli- 
van also are featured in the ‘Beach- 
comber Nites’ revue. Additional 


| potency is given by the eight Beach- 





}armers’ opening 


armers, line of lookers. 

Much of Youngman’s repartee is 
confined to good-natured banter with 
guests. The few nifties he employed 
click neatly and the veteran emcee 
and comic handles the whole per- 
formance with eclat. 


Manor and Mignon, ballroomolo- 
gists, lend plenty of class, brunet 
impressing with her looks and grace. 
Besides the waltz opener, mixed |} 
team does a tango conceit and a 


speedy twirling finale. They were 
forced to bow off. April Ames, for- 
merly of the stage ‘Louisiana Pur- 
chase,’ is solid. Her deft tapping and 
daring whirls are combined with a 
fanciful routine. Good jooks. 
Sullivan, doubling from ‘High 
Kickers,’ current Broadway musical, 
impresses with his rich voice, doing 
‘You're Walking in My Sleep,’ ‘White 
Cliffs of Dover’ and ‘All in Favor 
Say I’ for solid returns. 
trio does a semi-strip specialty, two 
of giris being toe dancers. Beach- 
number starts out 


las a typical tropical dance and then 


swiftly shifts to a strip, with the 


all-round trade. | 


Unbilled | 


| monica 


fectious enthusiasm. He achieves the 
spot’s major objective, which is to 
keep the laughs rolling hard enough 
to lure ’em in at three and and a half 
simoleons a copy weekdays, four on 
holidays. What would happen with- 
out Davis omething else again 


but meantime he’s surefire with a 
fetching repertoire including uch 
tidbits as ‘Deficient in Vitamin E,’ ‘In 
Argentina.’ an a.k.’s lament, and a 
comedy tune about 7-Up, the soft 
drink, with operatic and pop musical 
interpolations His stock ‘Rollin’ 
Down the Mountain’ was cut short at 


show caught owing to vociferous 

terruptions from an audience in high. 
Davis more than made up for any 

lapse here, however, with his staging 


of the ‘Boomps-a-Daisy’ number | 
when he brought McCoy soldiers, 


sailors and aviators from the Amer- | 
ican, Australian and British forces on | 


'stage as partners for the showsgirls. 


The martial theme is again apparent 
in warbling of ‘England’ and ‘God 
Bless America,’ as also the blaring 
loudspeakers prior to start of show 
urging patrons to buy national de- 
fense stamps on way out. 
For the rest, Susan 
Acts), nifty vocalist, is 
most interesting turn on the lineup. 
Noel Toy, Chinese fan dancer, a 
long-time holdover, is in for obvious 
reasons as is also Letitia (New Acts), 
dancer also attired in a G-string. 
Eddie Manson (New Acts), har- 
player, Don Scott Dancers 
Acts). mixed sextet, Spencer 
Forema2: conventional mixed 


Day (New 
about the | 


(New 
and 


| good. 


|and with his 
| quality of jive at the 


|}an entire barful 





New 


Acts 








CHARLES WEIDMAN 

With Katherine Litz and Peter Ham- 
ilton 

Ballet 

12 Mins. 

Rainbow Room, New York 


This Rockefeller nitery has intro- | 


duced a number of ballet dancers 
into the cafe division, and it’s worked 
out weil on almost every try. It’s 


a frank endeavor for something orig- | 


inal in nitery entertainment, and 
culling Charles Weidman, who, with 
Dorothy Humphrey, constitute one 
of the topflight ballet exponents in 
concert, again proves nc mistake. 
Weidman, who heads his own 
school of dancers, as Katherine 
Litz and Peter Hamilton as aides in 


routine, along triangle lines, to Ray- 
mond Scott’s ‘Penguin,’ with the trio 
aping the penguin style of walk in 
their terpsichorean interpretations. 
A final routine of Three Brazilian 
Sketches sees the trio attired in un- 
usual, authentic native dress, with 
Elsie Houston, herself a Brazilian, 
singing the accompanying lyrics in 
Portuguese. It makes for a quite 
different conclusion. Weidman can 
go into any class room like the Pal- 
mer House, Waldorf, etc., and click 


as he does at the Rainbow Room. 
Abel. 

LENORE LEMMON 

Singing . 


5 Mins. 
Beachcomber, N. Y. 

Lenore Lemmon, cafe society deb- 
utante, looms as a likely songstress 
and mimic for smart niteries. Even 
on her first appearance, with plenty 
of her Park Avenue coterie in the 
audience, she hinted at being a prom- 
ising new personality. She gained 
notoreity as Mrs. ‘Jakie’ Webb. so- 
cialite, from whom _ she 
parted. 

Miss Lemmon has a lyrical, if 
small, voice, leaning toward bal- 
lads. Her quick repartee 
Youngman helped sell her with the 
initial night’s crowd. 

Miss Lemmon packs a wealth of 
personality, chooses her clothes with 
discriminating taste. and employs in- 
telligent makeup. Simple white eve- 
ning dress with white beads and 


high neck accentuate her coal-black | 


hair worn in a long bob. 

Further set herself in 
a quickie imitation of 
Hepburn. 


Katharine 
Wear. 


EDDIE MANSON 
Harmonica 

7 Mins. 

Leon and Eddie’s, N. Y. 

Manson is a harmonica player who 
has worked in radio. 
miliar and hardly effective on night 
club floor. 
point using .two harmonicas alter- 
nately. Then uncorks a routine that 
might have been done ‘35 Years 
Ago.’ Onby change is that he wears 
a Ted Lewis topper, without any 
appreciable difference in pace or de- 


livery. * Mori. 
SUSAN DAY 
Songs 
7 Mins. 
Leon and Eddie’s, N. Y. 

londe vocalist, introduced as a 
Californian, is a distinct asset for 


distinctive 
pleasant 


of this type. No 
style of delivery but has 
voice. 

She clicks with such tunes as 
Let Love Go Wrong.’ ‘How About 
You’ and ‘Can a Lady Resist,’ flash- 
ing smooth delivery. Appearance is 
Mori 


spots 


‘Don't 





team of tap dancers, and Bobby 
Sanford line of eight fill in 

Eric Thorson has a comparatively 
negligible assignment as emcee, with 
Davis handling the major portion of 
the show. ' Mori. 


Downbeat Room, Chi 


(GARRICK STAGEBAR) 


Chicaao. Feb. 6 
Fats Waller Orch (7) Jimmy 
Noone Trio, Sinclair Mills Ascot 
Boys & June Price (4) 
This is a new room and may well 
become the jive heaven of the ter- 
ritory. Since Fats Walle: ed at 
Downbeat Room it has become the 

hangout for the town’s musicians. 
Waller, of course, is tops in his 
line. 
a great pianist and musician: he is an 


oper 


outstanding performer and a natural | 


showman. In this intimate room 


Waller has a perfect setting for his | 


talent. And when his boys let them- 
selves go the walls hum. 

Jimmy Noone is a fine clarinetist 
trio dishes out a high 
interludes. 


Sinclair Mills is another pianist- 


| entertainer, working at the Stagebar 


upstairs. He has plenty on the ball, 
with an exceptional ability to hold 
of customers with 
just his piano and his solid jive vocal 


style. Ascot Boys are a standard in- 

strumental] trio, with June Price as 

vocalist. Girl particularly impresses 
Gold 


Highlight is a clever | 


quickly | 


with | 


solidly with | 


Style is fa-! 


Plays a few pops, at one | 


But he’s something more than | 


|3 GUESSES 
Mimics 
12 Jlins. 
Mother Kelly’s, Miami Beach 

The 3 Guesses--two boys and a 
| nice-looking girl—are protegees of 
the Radio Rogues, out of ‘Hellzapop- 
; pin’ and ‘Sons o’ Fun,’ and work in 
a bright and original style with their 
mimicry of radio and screen person- 
alities. They do standard stuff like 
| Vallee, Groucho, Billie Burke, Boyer, 
Bing, Bette Davis, Bergen-McCarthy, 
Bonnie Baker, Donald Duck, a some- 
what devastating rib on Dick Pow- 
| ell, ditto on the Inkspots, Henry Ald- 
rich, Johannes Steel and R. G. Swing, 
March of Time, Hitler, Rainer, et al. 

All of it is staccato, concise, pithy 
and punchy. The two boys are the 
bulwark of the turn, by majority of 
numbers, anyway, plus native ability, 
but the girl, Shirley Martin, is no 
slouch. She does her stuff with au- 
thority and is not merely a decora- 
tive addition. Roy Davis is the 
straight of the boys; Stanley Sheer 
does Groucho and kindred comedy. 
Davis is not to be confused with the 
vaude pantomimic of the same name. 
| Sole missout is a needless, unfunny 
| and distasteful emphasis on Castoria 
in a commercial plug, utilizing Ray- 
mond Gram Swing, and is probably 
out by now. Act is doubling into the 
local Mami Paramount theatre, the 
Olympia, and is just as adept for 
presentation house bookings as in 





niteries. Can’t miss in the latter. 
Abel. 

LETITIA 

Dancing 

5 Mins. 


Leon and Eddie’s, N. Y. 

Letitia is introduced at this spot 
for a number called a ‘Hot Night in 
Harlem’ and described as an ‘exotic’ 
dancer. It’s a gross understatement 
/on both counts. The Minskys have 
another word for it. 
| Letitia, who arrives decorously 
covered in a flowing evening wrap, 
quickly comes to the point, throws the 
| wrap aside and goes into slick cooch. 
She’s shapely in bra and G-string 
and displays all the ‘finer’ points of 
torso-manipulation. Her future is re- 
stricted to the less-subtle type of 
cafes. 

Went big at show taught. Mori. 





DON SCOTT DANCERS (6) 
Dancing 

| 5 Mins. 

Leon and Eddie’s, N. Y. 

Mixed hoofing sextet essaying ball- 
roomology were perhaps handicapped 
by small floor space when caught. 
| It’s a moderately effective unit, how- 
ever, with a chicky finish. Opening 
routine is merely a time-killer. 

Group consists of three boys and 
three girls, former in full dress and 
| latter also uniformly gowned. Mori. 





Unit Review 


GAGS AND GALS 
(BROADWAY, CHARLOTTE, N. C.) 
Charlotte, N. C., Feb. 6 

Three Kings, Prince & Princess of 
Selandia, The Cirillos, George Nei- 
sen, Joanne Rich, Trudy Russell Girls 
(7) Frank Silva’s Band; ‘Moon Over 
Her Shoulder’ (20th). 

Trudy Russell’s ‘Gags and Gals’ 
features Prime and Princess Selandia 
in smooth ballroom turn with take- 
off on stage and screen celebs. They 
satisfied. They open with a fault- 
less performance of a standard ball- 
room whirl and come back to draw 
laughs with their impressions of Mae 
West dancing with Kay Kyser, Garbo 


with Stokowski, Carmen Miranda 
with a Latin, Hitler and a girl friend 
and Snow White with Charlie Mc- 
Carthy. Both have pleasing person- 
alities. 

One of best balance act to show 
here, the Three Kings stopped the 
how with a sock turn. Team con- 
sists of man and two girl The 
Cirillos, two men and a girl, draw 
laffs with their zany routings t’s 
plain old song-and-dance stuff, but 
handled cleverly. Spiced with a little 
clowning and slapstick, it scores well, 


Their tap at the finish is plenty okay. 

George Neisen scores solidly in a 
comedy solo, although some of his 
“jaterial was too fast for this au- 
dience and his tendency to muffle 
delivery detracted. His monolog was 
too lenghty. He wound up with a 
| demonstration of doughnut dunking 
that started off in an orderly depic- 
tion of the various schools of dough- 
nut dunkers and wound up in a 
hilarious sloshing and splashing riot 
that left audience limp from laffing. 

Trudy Russell Girls please in three 
standard turns. Girls are trim look- 
ers and dance passably. Joanne Rich 
vocals pleasingly, selling ‘Blue Moon’ 
and ‘White Cliffs of Dover’ in an 
opening single and comes back later 
with the line to pipe ‘Montevideo’ 
in costume on conga number 

Show carries seven musicians, two 


as spares in preparation for draft 
blow. They back up acis nicely. 
Good house on show caught. 

Jisst 
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, ' mail 
| : . ; Pat Ring L’ Aiglon Lina Ro 
ois Andrew Charlie Murray Eppie Bruce Pat Ring may 
a Jomer Imogene Carpenter | Healy & Evans Evelyn Brock Spiros Stamos Orc Maiguelito 
' Famous Door Hotel Plaza Agnes Dwyer Skeets Tolbert Gwendolyn Veausell | 4>bett Dancers 
| Penise Mavity (Persian Room) Jack Allyn Ubangi Club Murray & Cumming Sherman Hote! 


Variety Bills 





WEEK FEBRUARY 13 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 


show. whether full or split week. 














Paramount 





NEW YORK CITY 
Paramount (11) 
Glenn Miller Bad 
Lorraine & Rognan 
Trixie 
MIAMI 
Olympia (13) 
6 Willys 
Don Zelaya 
Estelle & Le Roy 
Johnny Downs 





Calgary Bros 
Lubina Melina 
CHICAGO 
Regal (13) 
Inkspots 
Chicage (13) 
Lawrence Welk Orc 
Geo Rogers Danc 
Nelson Novelettes 
OMAHA 
Orpheum (13) 
Ted Lewis Bd 














NEW YORK CITY 
Strand (13) 
Blue Barron Ore 
Carole & Sherod 
Wessen Bros 
Gil & B Maison 
(6) 
Frankie Masters Ore 
Arnauts & Sis Nellie 
Chester Dolphin Co 
Robinson & Martin 
BROOKLYN 
Strand (13) 
MecFariand 2 & Ore 
8 Stooges 
Sunny Rice 
Del Rios 
(6) 
Bob Chester Ore 
Mills Bros 
The Colstons 
Gordon's Dogs 
PHILADELPHIA 
Earle (13 
Ear! Carroll Vanities 
(6) 
Bob Chester Ore 
M Auer & J Hunter 
Kay, Katya & Kay 





Warner 





PITTSBURGH 


Stanley (13) 
Ina Ray Hutton Or: | 
M Auer & J Hunter} 
30b Dupont 
Robinson & Martin 

(6) 

The Shyrettos 
Cappy Barra Boys 
Connie Boswell 
Rav Bolger 


WASHINGTON 
Earle (13) 
Roxyettes 
Park & Clifford 
4l Carney 
Kay, Katya 
(6) 
Roxyettes 
The Maxellos 
Al_ Gordon 
Harris, Claire & S 
liane Davis 
UTICA 
Stanley (17-19) 
Eddy Duchin Ore 
Jean, Jack & Judy | 
Fob Neller | 
T Wonder & Betty | 


& Kay 





Loew 





NEW YORK CITY | 
State (12) | 


Hector & Pals 
Adrienne 
Fred Sanborn 


George Murphy 


Martells & Mignon 


| Lew 
| Davidson 





WASHINGTON 
Capitol (13) 
Rhythm Rockets 
Jay & Lou Seiler 
Dorothy Keller 
Parker 
& Forgie 





RKO 








BOSTON | 

Bosten (13) 
Duke Ellington Ore 
Ivy Anderson 
Herb Jefferis 
Marie Bryant 
Al Custer 
Pot, Pan killet 
Ethel W aE, 

(6) 

Eddy Duchin Orc 
June Robins 
Tony Drake 
Tom & B Wonder 
Jean, Jack & Judy 
Bob 


CINCINNATI 
Shubert (13) 
Dawn & Human’es 


Nella 
' 
| 
' 

Bellitt & Bros | 


Eng 











Independent 





NEW YORK CITY 
Music Hall (12) 
Wynn Murray 
Berry Bros 
John Tiebor 
Robt Shanley 
FBileanor Tennis 
Nicholas Daks 
Glee Club 
Rockettes 
Corps de Ballet 
Erno Rapee Symph 
Roxy (12) 
Apollon 
Bros 


| 


Dave 
Carr 
Gower & Jeanne 
Bob Hannon 
Academy (9-10) 
Brent & Marcon! 
Barr & Este 
4 Blenders 
Wells & 4 Favs 
Johnny Leonard 
Windsor (13-15) 
Maxie Rosenbloom 
Lou Breese Orc 
Moore & Revel 
Adrian Rollini $ 
Rod Rogers 
Apollo (12) 
Ella Fitzgerald Ore 
Bobby Evans 
3 Riffs 
Johnny 
Zephyr 
6 Faludys 
BROOKLYN 
Flatbush (12) 
Continental Rev 
Rosita Royce 
Ridgewoed (11) 


Mack 


Al & J Johnstons 
Hank, the Mule 


Jack Bright 
Anthony & Rogers 
Robt & M Clayton 

Marine (15 only) 
Robt & M Clayton 
Roberti Roberts 
Anthony & Rogers 
3 Co-Eds 
(One to fill) 

(11 only) 

The Hersheys 
Robert Field 
Sons Purple Sage 
(Two to fill) 
Mayfair (14 only) 
Robt & M Clayton 
Roberti Roberts 


rr Steve 


3 Co-Eds 
(One to fill) 
ASTORIA 
Steinway (13-15) 
2 Jacks 
Al Robinson 
3 Drews 
Mirth & Mack 
R Talavera Dane 
AKRON 
Palace (13-16) 
|} Clyde McCoy Ore 
| Bob Evans 
|} Hudson Wonders 
| Rae & Waterfall 
BALTIMORE 
Hippodrome (12) 
Susan Miller 
Al Siegel 
Paul Remos Midgets 
Britt Wood 
Wally Brown 
Royal (138) 
Louise Beavers 
Claude Hopkins 
Cats & Fiddle 
Lee & Hawley 
Lewis & Van 
Jay James 
State (15-18) 
Asta Sven 
Helen Honan 
Nickerson & H Gis 
Maud Hilton Co 
(12-14) 
Taylor Glorified Rev 
BRIDGEPORT 
Lyric (9-11) 
Johnny Long Ore 
Yost Mimic Men 
Nan Rae & Davis 
Bo Jenkins 
BUFFALO 
Century (12) 
Le Ahn Sis 
CAMDEN 
Towers (15-15) 
Major Rowes Show 
ELIZABETH 
Liberty (12-15) 
Buddy & Judy Allen 
Marjorie Garretson 
Burton & Janet 
Burns & Moore 
Mia Myles Co 
FALL RIVER 
Empire (10-12) 
Dick Robers Orc 
8 Stooges 





Anthony & Rogers 


Primrose & Golda 


HARTFORD 
State 


Eddie D 
Bob Nel 
Jean, 
Ray Bol 
NE 


Adams (12) 


Lionel Ff 
Peters 
Pee Leg 
Buck & 

LYN 


Lynbrook 
Hersheys 
Field 
Sons Purple 


The 
tobert 


(Two to 


JAMAICA 
Jamaica 


3 Dolls 


Stone & 


Brent & 
Victoria 
(One to 


(10-12) 


Trumpet 
32 Drews 


Nash & 
Maud Hi 


Beebe's 


‘S} 


FRE 


Freeport 


The Hersheyvs 
Robert Field 
Sons Purovle 
(Two 

PATERSON 

Ma licattc 
Blackstone Show 


Philharmonicas 


to 


PRIA 
Fay 


Alphonse 


Steve Evans 
Grandma Perkins 
Carman (13) 
Wayne & 


o 


c 
Walter 


3 LeBrun 
Harry 
(One 
SOUTH RIVER 
Capitol 
Filton 


to 


Pr 
Ja 
We 


‘Jare, 
ole. 


Farrell & 


PROVIDENCE 


Jack & Judy 


Sis 


Evans 
Rears 
PASSAIC 


Central (12) 
Vici's 


Savoy 


Walters 


(13-15) 
uchin Ore 
ler 


ger 


WARK 
jampton O 


Bates 
Bubbles 
BROOK 
(14 enly) 


Sage 
fill) 


(13-17) 
Lee 
Marconi 
Tr 

fill) 


9 


Iton Co 


vices of °42’ 
EPORT 
(13 only) 


Sage 
fill) 


(18) 


DF'PHIA 
"ws (12) 


Berg Co 


Marlin 
Sis 
Co 
fill) 


(13-14) 
itt 

ck & 
wth & 


Sana 
M 


Mack Sis 


(13-15) 
C Marx & Ravellies 
Lamb Co 
Martha Raye 
PITMAN 
B’way (14 only) 
Helen Honan 
Maud Hilton Co 
Crackerjacks 
(One to fill) 
WASHINGTON 
Howard (13) 
Earl Hines Ore 
Joyner & Foster 
Sun & Sunny 
Sahfi 
WATERBURY 
Poli’s (12-13) 
Louis Prima Ore 
Willie Howard 
Condos Bros 
Linda Ware 
WORCESTER 
Plymouth (9-11) 
C Marx Ravellies 
Gil Lamb Co 
4 Samuels 
WOODSIDE 
Sunnyside (14-15) 


|Audrey & 


; Wilma 





Betty & Playmates 


Dorothy Callahan 
Willie Bryant 
Winnie Johnson 
Phil 
Dukes 
Carter Ore 
51 Club 


Carolyn Biddle 
Marion Joyce 
Iris Kary! 
Wauneta Bates 
Frances Leslie 
Novak 
Irene Kaye 
Grooverneers 
Robby Bernard 
Dick Lewis Ore 
52d Swing Club 
Delmar 3 
Frankie Meadows 
Al Green 
Greenwich Village 
Inn 
Arthur 
Neva 
Carroll Chappell 
Patricia Parker 
Lorna Rhoce 
Gene Monet Ore 
Harlem Kendezvous 
Edna Mae Harris 
l’'rincess Valda 
Columbos Orc 
Robbe Caston 
Phil & Audrey 
Johnny Taylor 
Savannah Churehil) 
Reeve Sis 
Spordoe-0)-De 
Havana-Mudrid 
Julio Richards 
Corrito & Coral 
Kiki 


Willle 
Renny 


Henry 
Vera 


| Peggy 


Dick Gasparre Ore 
Raye & Naldi 
Hotel Roosevelt 
Guy Lombardo Ore 
Kenny Gardner 
Hotel Sheraton 
(Murray Room) 
Ruth Lowe 
Sair Lee 
Francis King 
Henry Noble 
Hotel Savoy-Plaza 
John Hoysradt 
Ernie Holst Ore 
Harold Cooke Ore 
Hotel Sr. Moritz 
(Cafe de la Paix) 
Paul Le Paul 
Jack & Jill 
Norman 
Mack Perrin 
Ford Harrison Ore 
Hotel St. Regis 
(Iridium Room) 
Ha! Saunders Ore 
Mme C Alphano 


Hotel Taft 


Vincent Lopez Ore 
Sonny Skyler 


Hotel Wal.orf- 
Astoria 


Hartmans 

Dinah Shore 

Freddy Martin Ore 

Mischa Borr Ore 
Hotel Warwick 
(Raleigh Room) 

Vicki George 

Sande Williams Or 

Hurricane 





Felipe de Flores 


Jimmy Shields 





Ned Harvey Ore 
Grooverneers 


Rainbow Grill 


Russ Smith Ore 
Ashburns 
Sylvie St Clair 


Rainbow Room 


Charles Weidman 
Katherine Litz 
Peter Hamilton 
Elsie Houston 
Walton & O'Rourke 
Carmen Cavallaro O 
Clemente Ore 
Ruban Bleu 


Olga Coelho 
Wally Boag 
Peters Sis 
Mabel Mercer 
Herman Chittison 
Russian Kretchma 
Norma Lucero 
I.yda Swan 
Arcadi Stoyanovsky 
Adia Kuznetzoff 
Nastia Poliakova 
Marusia Sava 
Mischa Vzanoff 
Cornelia Cedolban O 
Stork Club 
Grace Reilly 
Bob Grant Ore 
Frank Curbello Ore 


The Place 
Irene Barkley 


Savannah Churchill 
Smiles & Smiles 
Hardin Bros Co 
Jean Eldridge 
Babe Wallace 
Rosetta Le Notre 
Helena Smith 
Pauline Bryant 
Jackie Mabley 
Socaras Orc 


Wivel 


Connie Joyce 
Baron & Bernay 
Versallles 
Bergere Ore 
Panchito Ore 
Billy de Wolfe 
Jane Kean 
Harold Barnes 
Kirk Alyn 
Paul Bartels 
Six Ver-Sighs 
Village Barn 
June Bentley 
Music Hall Reve 
Virginia Vaughan 
Zeke Lockwood 
Cousin Lem 
Claytons 
Palmer Ore 
Trini Ore 
Village Vanguard 
Leadbelly Nero 
Josh White 
Debby Best 
Ann Robinson 





MIAMI 


Club Balt 
Blanch Bow 
Frederico & Rankin 











NEW YORK 





VAUDEVILLE THEATRES 


BOOKING THE NATION’S LEADING INDEPENDENT 


EDWARD SHERMAN AGENCY 


BEVERLY HILLS, CAL. 














Freddie Towne 
Cina & Cortez 
Nash & Evans 
H Paysee Danc 
YOUNGSTOWN 
Palace (13-16) 
Laurel & Hardy 
Milt Britton Rd 
4 Skating Marvels 
(One to fill) 
(17-19) 
Clyde McCoy 
Bob Evans 
Hudson Wonders 


Ore 





Metropolitan 


Rae & Waterfall 





Cabaret Bills | 





Spike 


mone 


bok. s New 
Murray 


| 
| 





Armando’s 
Geo Morris Ore 
Peggy 

Beachcomber 
Henny 


Fr 


Ye 


Lenore Lemmon 
Johnny Woods April Ames 
Lime 3 Manor & Mignon 
| Connie Boswell Salazar Ore 
; Machito Ore 
‘Meet the People Ben Marden’s 
a Winter Room 
Sammy Kaye Ore Yvonne Bouvier 
Sue Ryan Marie Atkinson 
3 Smart Gls Guy Howard 
(6) Freshmen 
Clyde McCoy Ore Harry Stevens 
Dawn & Human’es Bill Bertolotti’s 
DeVal, Merle & Lee}; 45 © Marianne 
Laurel & Hardy Claire Willis 
DAYTON Virginia Gibson 
Colonial (13) | Mova Gifford 
‘Meet ne: ened Syivi oe Ore 
» 
‘Hawaiian Nights’ Bill's rd 90’s 


Bate 
Gil 


phe 
hel 


ay Lor 


Happy L 
Cafe 


Allan Col 


Gypsy M 
Marlynn 
Les Part 


Hi: 


Donelly 


50's 


NEW YORK CITY 


ench 


.ungman 


eat 
irrison 


raine 
Quartette 


Room 
Rev 





ewis 
Madison 

e Ore 
arkoff 
Michael Co 
<er 


Cafe Montparnasse 


Aileen ¢ 
Jean 


Cafe 


‘ook 
Brunseco 


Society 


(Midtown) 


John Ki 
Hazel S 


rby Ore 
cott 


Golden Gate 4 


Eddie S$ 


outh Ens 


Cafe Soclety 


(Vi 


Teddy 
Albert 
Pete J« 
Kennet! 
Connie 

Rose 


Ruth B 
William 
Murray 
Dolfy 


Antoine 
Tony & 
Hector 


Juan D 


Gypsy 
Michel 


Mischa 
Dmitri 
Olga Va 


Mae Ba 
Haywoo 
4 Chant 
Dar 


Charles 
John Li 


Chi 
Darling 
ivelyn 





Georgie 
Ray We 


iNlage) 


Wilson Ore 
Ammons 
yhnson 


1 Spencer 
Berry 


Dexter 
Cafe 


Vienna 

arr 
Hoffman 

Miller 


Margens 
Leo Pleskow 


Casa Marta 


Ore 


tte Severin 
Estrella 
Del Villar 


Monalito 


imitri Ore 


Casino Russe 
Nina Tarasova 
Markoff 


Michon 


Nadia & Sasha 


Novy 
Matvienko 
dina 


Nicholas Matthey O 
Cerutti’s 


rnes 
d & Allan 
icleers 


Parrish 
Chateau Moderne 


Francis 
vio 


Ira Spector Ore 


n Lee’s 
Sis 

Johnson 
Trotter 
wrth Or 


Clichy 
Ann Gale 
Walter Lynch 

Club 18 


G Andrews Orc 
Eric Orc 
Roberta Welch 
Jack White 
Irene Carroll 
Frankie Hyers 
Vince Curran 
Roy Sedley 
Hazel McNulty 
lillian Fitzgerala 
Susan Lang 
Club Frisco 
Leila Gaynes 
Diane Fontaine 
Helene Arthur 
Frankie Froba 
Patricia Joyce 
Vicki George 
Ciub Gauchs 
Ida Rodriguez 
Carmencita 
Strollers 
Joe Santiago 
Alberto Franco 
Don Carlos Orc 
Club Midnight 
Ramona 
Vi Bradley 
Club 181 
Connie Harris 
Billy & Ann 
Jack Goldie 
Muriel Asche Co 
Club Samoa 
Ching 
Elmer Snowden Orc 
Los Chamacos Ore 
Club Whitaker 
Maxine 
Rolly Rolls 
Lorna & Mario 
Arthur Knoller 
Alex Batkin Orc 


Orc 





Copacabana 
Joe E Lewis 
Loper & Barrat 
Fernando Alvarez 
Estelita 
Samba 
Walter 
Betty Jane 
Carol Dexter 
N Brandwynne Orc 
Frank Marti Orc 

Club Frisco 
Patricia Brent 
Vicki George 
Miss Victoria 

Coq Rouge 
Dick Wilson Ore 
Bela Bizony Orc 


Diamond Horseshoe 
Nita Naldi 
Betty Compson 
Carlyle Blackwell 
Joe E Howard 
Ross Wyse, Jr 
June Mann 
Della Lind 
Geo Fontana 
Gilda Gray 
Charles King 
Mangean Sis 
Clyde Hager 
Noble Sissle Ore 
El Chico 
Don Alberto Ore 
Padilla Sis 
Teresita Osta 
Victoria Barcelo 
Antonio de Cordova 
El Morocco 
Chauncey Grey 
Chiquito Orc 
Fefe’s Monte Carlo 
George Jessel 





Sirens 
Long 
Smith 


Ore 





Norma Shepard 


Mercedes 
Carol] 
Rollin Smith 
Ginger 


Jules Li 
Claire & 


| 


Hotel New 


Hector del Villar 

Bleanor Grecco 

Movita 

Maya Ore 

Don Gilberto Ore 
Hickory House 


Hoot 
Larry 


Howley 
Bennett 3 


Boyd 


Wayne 
Larry Bennett 3 
Bill Turner Ore 
Hotel Ambussader 
(Trianon Koom) 
inde Ore 
Arena 
Eric Victor 
Richard Lane 
Hotel Astor 
Dick Kuhn Ore 
Hotel Belmont 
Plaza 
(Glass Hat) 
Covert & Reed 
Barbara Perry 
Margaret Scott 
Relmont Balladeers 
Howard: Lally Ore 
Joe Pafumy Ore 
Hotel Biltmore 
(Bowman . Room) 
Heasley 2 
Hazel Franklin 
Maureen Holmes 
4 Little De-Icers 
Patricia Gilmore 
Madriguera Ore 
Hotel Bossert 
(Brooklyn) 
Virginia Hays 
Nye Mayhew Orc 
Hotel Commodore 
(Century Room) 
Vaughn Monroe Ore 
Peter Rotunda Ore 
B & R Ambrose 
Charle Carrer 
Mat Duke 
Hotel Edison 
Blue Barron Ore 


lin 


Ray Parker 
Harry Rose 
Cabot & Dresden 
Honey Chiles 
Dave Dennis Ore 
Lolita Cardoba Ore 
leelund Restaurant 
inny White 
Ernie Arno 
6 Greys 
Joan Brandon 
Ted Eddy Ore 
Angelo Orc 
Jack Dempsey’s 
B'way Restaurant 
Milt Herth 3 
Linda Lark 
Irv Carroll 
Jimmy Kelly's 
Marlowes 
Montmearte Boys 
Joe & George 
Raymond & Joan 
Helen Holmes 
Danita Rivera 
Margaret Grey 
Faith Arlen 
Rene 
Jeannie Walters 
Glenda Hope 
Menya Del Ray 
Gwili Ardmore 
Tsabel Brown 
Rose Withum 
Peggy La Plant 
Joe Capello Ore 
Kern's 
Jean Claire 
Cornel 


Ore 


Tanassy Ore 

Kelly's Stable 

Cole 3 

Pete Brown 4 

Sabby Lewis Orc 
La 


Noro M 


King 


Conga 
rales Ore 
Jack Harris Ore 
I.ee Dixon 
Harris Co 
a Cortes 
Gloria Belmonte 
L. & E Roberts 
Nina Orla 

La Marquise 


Soni 





Hlotel Essex House 
Rosalie Grant 
Evalyn Tyner 
Hotel 5th Ave | 
(Salon Madrid) 
Cass Franklin 
DeMarlos 
Guy Rodian 
Fay Marde 
Penny Bancroft 
Burton Gross Orc 
Hotel Lexington 
Ray Kinney Ore 
Meymo Holt 
Napua 
Leilani laea 
Nani Todd 
Lehua Paulson 
Hotel Lincoln 
Lincolnaires 
Hote! McAlpin 
Johnny Messner Or 
Yorker 
Benny Goodman O 
Peggy Lee 
Tommy Taylor 
Adele Inge 
B & B Wade 
Ronny Roberts 
Ice Ballet 
Grace Harvey 
Lynn Clare 
Hotel Navarro 
(Midnight Club) 
Margo & Mann 
Midnight Gypsies 
Hote! Park Centra: 
(Cocoanut Grove) 
Elaine Jordan 
Dora Maugham 
Robert Raymon 
Geoffrey Hale 
Rochelle & Beebe 
(Rhumba Room) 
Juan Donrigues Orc 
Julia Gerrity 
Fish & Gold 
The Three Debs 
Hotel Pennsylvania 
Jimmy Dorsey Orc 
Bob Eberly 
Helen O'Connell 
Buddy Schutz 
Hotel Piccadilly 
(Georgian Room) 
Kerry Ens 
Hotel Pierre 
(Cotillion Room) 
Ella Logan 
Stanley Melba Orc 
(Cafe Pierre) 


Orc | 





Pliner & Earle 


Ruth Winchell 
Dorothy Tanner 
Consuelo Flowerton 
Frances Connolly 
Al Carr Orc 
La Martinicue 
Romo Vincent 
Victoria 
Mata & Hari 
Val Olman Ore 
Martiniqueens 
|} Herbert GQurbello O 
Le Petit Palais 
Mme C Alphand 
Oscar Kariweis 
Sascha Tashoff 
Julie an oe 
Sul I. 
Leen ‘ 'Rddie’s 


Lou Martin Ore 
Ne ] Ovr« 


| 


Kiddie Davis 
Spencer & Forman 
Manson 

Dae 
Sextette 
Thorson 
Toy 


Suzanne 
Scott 
Eric 
Noel 
Maison Louis 
Bill Drye 
Carrie M Beville 
Maison Pierre 
Tommy Lyman 
Gaston's Monte Carlo 


Pierre Beaucaire 
Nena Montes 
LeCarlos & Granada 
Magda Loy 

5 Madcaps 

Chung Ye Wha 

6 Can-Can Gis 
Gaston 


19th Hole Club 


Tess Gardella 

Johnny & George 
Angel Velez Orc 
Snub Mosely Ore 


Nut Club 


Belle Sloane 
Lamour 2 
Jack Reynolds 
Little Joe Little 
Place Elegante 
I’hil Dante 
William Ross 
cliff Conrad 
Martin Locke 
Manya Borodkin 
Jeannette Garrett 
Ernest Franz Ore 
Queens Terrace 
Frankie Belasec 














Gene Sheldon 
Loretta Fischer 
Meck Pepper 
Balliettes 
Tony Numez Ore 
Clover Club 
Adelaide Moffett 
Anita Alvarez 
Samao Sirens 
Hiernandez Ore 
Frolic Club 
Diosa Costello 
Billy Vine 
Carol Vance 
Duke McHale 
Nano Rodrigo Ore 
Lyle Carlyle Ore 
Kitty Davis 
Jack Shea 
Alan Carney 
Lenny Keht 
Nirma Cardova 
Poll Mar Dane 
Johnny Silver Ore 


Versailles Hotei 


Sara Ann McCabe 
Estelle & LeRoy 
Charles Murry Ore 
Royal Palm Club 
Gertrude Nisen 
Six Wiliys 
Helene Gardner 
Abe Lyman Orc 
Manchito Ore 
Jack Cole Danc 
Beachcomber 


Dr Giovanni 


Luba Malina 

Carla & Fernando 
Dell Casino Ore 
Canay Ore 

Five O'Clock Club 
Ruth Ctiyton 

Ray English 

De Castros 

The Warners 


{ 

Winnie's 
| Paul Mall 

| Beth Challis 


Doris Elliot 
Peggy Price 
Jose Tomas Ore 


Casanova Club 
Emil Boreo 
Talia 
Tana 
Barbara 
Raiph 


Belmore 
Rotger Orc 


Mother helly 
Raymon, Martini, L 
3 Guesses 
Pat Clayton 
Myles Bell 
Marion Joyce 
Muriel Dane 
Jack Eby Ore 


Paddock Club 
Frank Murtha 
Ries Martines 
Grisha & Brona 
Andre & Delphine 

Rumpus Reom 


Arthur Blake 
Consuelo Flowerton 
Mayla 
Rex Owens 
Red Thornton 
Ringo & Harris 
Latin Quarter 
Hiudson Sis 
Jade Ling 
Diamond Bros 
Martell & Mignon 
Monica Moore 
Hermanos 3 
Faith Bacon 
Senor Wences 
Mildred Law 
The Reynolds 
Les Midinettes 
Sonny Kendis Ore 
Jose Cortez Orc 





CHICAGO 


Ambassador Hotoil 
(Pump Room) 
Emile Petti 
Buttery 
tay Benson Ore 
Bismarck Hotel 
(Walnut Room) 
Art Ore 
Gioria 
Wilfred 
Lydia & 
Hadley 


Kassel 
Hart 
DuBois 
Joresco 
Gis 


(Tavern Room) 
Dave Pritchard Ore 
Dick Ware 
Bob Marshall 
Annette Shields 

Blackhawk 
Orrin Tucker Ore 


Jose Rosado Ore 
Blackstone Hotel 
(Balinese Km.) 

Ken 

Mary 


Thompson Orc 
Jane Howard 
Brass Kall 
Riley Ore 
rion Miller 
isrevoort Hotel 


like 
Ma 


(Crystal Room) 
Ton «& George 
Verna Ray 
Bob Billings 
Kddie Roth Orc 

Brown Derby 
Three Ryans 
Sonia Czar 
Sherry Darlane 


Hofiman Sis 
Seidel 
Antoinette 
Beth F 
Ted Smith 
Duke rellman On: 

Capitol Lounge 
Maurice Rocco 
Joe de Salvo 
Louis Jordan Orc 

Chez Paree 

Willie Shore 
Kitty Carlisle 
The Smoothies 
Chandra-Kaly Danc 
Boyd Raeburn Orc 
Bobby Ramos Ore 
Evans Gls 

Club Alabam 
Bernie Adler 


Cookie 
Ens 
urrell 


Mary Earle 
Paulette LaPierre 
Alan Rogers 


Harriet Norris 
Jane Jordan 
Del Estes 
Allan Coe 
Dave Unell Ore 
Eddie Roth Orc 
Colony Ciub 
Peter Higgins 
Colette Lyons 
Carlos & Carito 





La Fiesta Dane 

Sidelios Ore 

Jose Morando Ore 
Colosimos 

Chrystine Tremayn 


Don Lang Orc 
Prognaph Gls 
Congress Hotel 
(Glass Hat Rm) 
tarry Winton Orc 
Red Duncan 
Jc Anne Hubbard 
Drake Hotel 
(Camillia House) 
Ramon Ramos Orc 
Edgewater Beach 
Hotel 
(Beach Walk) 
Russ Morgan Ore 
Phyliss Lynne 
Jana 
reddy & 
Alyce Cerf 
ighthawks 
Dorben Gls 
885 Club 
Janice 
Deana 
Vice Artese 
Julio Garcia Ore 
Johnny Honnert 
Eitel’s 
Heidelberg Octet 
Rathskellar 
Hans Muenzer Ens 


5100 Club 
Danny Thomas 
June Carson 
Bob O Lin Gls 
Mark Fisher Orc 
Garrick Stagebar 
| Ascot Boys 
Jimmy Noone 3 
June Price 

Downbeat Rm 
Fat Waller 
Sinclair Mills 

Graemere Hotel 
(Glass House Km) 
(Crusaders Orc 
Mary Sinclair 
Dorothy Timmins 

Grand Terrace 
Cootie Williams O 
Loose Nuts 
Billy Nightingale 
Louis Bacon 
Basie Bros 
Mitzie Mitchell 
Lovely Lake 

Helsings 

(Vodvil Lounge) 
Northwest Mounties 
Paul Burke 
Jack Herbert 
Hope Lawrence 
Jeanne & J Wms 
Chet Roble 

Hi Hat 
Everett West 
Ralph Cook 
Jean Blue 
Lonette Sis 
Eddy Fens Ore 
H Martinez Ore 
Winnie Hoveler Gis 

Ivanhoe 
Florence Schubert 
Al Trace Ore 
Holly Swanson 
Vierra Hawatians 
‘Helen Sumner 


B Rovperts 


Dale 
Berry 








George Deveron 
Isobe! de Marco 
La Conga 
J Manzanarez Orc 
Hernandez&Car'’ ita 
Alfredo & Dulce 
Lolita 
La Salle Hotel 
(Pen-Am. Room) 
Rio & Rita 
Ambassadors Ore 
New Yorker 
Jackie Green 
Joan Jordan 
Malo 3 
Marjorie Lane 
Hank Seemon 
Starlets 
Arne Barnett Oro 
Al Milton Ore 
(Piccadilly Circle) 
3 Knights 
Billy Meyers 
Jim Marvin 
Rocky Elsworth 
100 Club 
Dick Bauer Ore 
Billy Carr 
Walter & J Brown 
Sophia Parker 
Inez Gamble 
Fernando & Fair 
Margo Wade 
Yvonne Nova 
Gloria Knizht 
Cal Herbert 
Palmer House 
(Empire Room) 
Xavier Cueat Ore 
Cardini 
Di Gatanos 


Ambassador Hotel 
Bert Estlow Orc 
Chelsen Hotel 
Billy Van 
Claridge Hotel 
(Mayfair Koom) 
Marty Magee Ore 
Club Nomad 
Helene Francis 
Al Cummings 
H Montgomery 
Tiny Kaye 
Anna Pastora 
Manny Davis Ore 


Cosmopolitan Hotel 
Al Miller 

Paddock Int’! 
Bob Bell 


Band Box 
at Patrick 
Pete Snyder 
Billy Snyder 
George Tibbles Ore 
Al Stone 
Stelita 
Billy Lankin 
Bar ef Music 
Ann Trioia 
Felix de Cola 
Roger Roland 
Ken Stevens 
Dick Winslow Ore 
Biltmore Bowl 
Ruth Craven 
Hurley & Radford 
Larry Stewart 
Petch & Deauville 
Paul Winchell 
Phil Harris Ore 
Casa Manana 
Kitty Kallen 
Clint Jarvin 
Jimmy McP 
Paul Collins 
Jack Teagarden Orc 
Cocoanut Grove 
Skinnay 
Carmene 
Earl Carroll 
The Debonairs 
W West & McGinty 
Dick & Dotty Remy 
Gali Gali 
Willis West, 
Alec Morison 
La Vonn Moyer 
Rue Willie 
Meorine Howell 
sSeryl Wallace 
Sct Clair & Day 
Mare Ballero 
Bill Brady 
Michel Ortiz 
Manny Strand 
Florentine Garden 
N.T.G 
Prof Lz 
Murtah 
Vera Sloane 
Fred Scott 
Kay Mayfield 
Sugar Geise 
Ozzie Nelson Ore 
Charlie Foy'’s Club 
Charley Foy 
Les Burnett 
Phil Silvers 
Jack Gardiner 
Margaret Whiting 
Leonard Sues 
Dick Harris 
Red Stanley Ore 


artlenz 


Ennis Ore 


Jr. 


Bd 


Ore 


imbertie 
Sis 


Club Bali 
Los Caballeros 
Robert B McDonald | 
Jose Gonzales 
Penn LAN 
Delta Rhythm 
Hal & Honey 
MacArthurs 
Baliloolies 


Alan Fielding Orc 
Val Irving 
Ben Franklin 


Galante & Leonardvu 


Helene Standish 
Anita Jakobi 

Mae Allen 

Henry King’s Ore 


Benny the Bum’'s 
Billie Tee 

Peter Chan 

silly Woods 
Eduardo Candovel 
Jack Gibson 


Cadillac Tavern 
Gordella 
Jack Gibson 


St Clair 
Bill Romano 
Henriqueties 


Harry Dobbs 
Carroll's 
Gaines Ore 


Wilbur Rance 
Margy Smith 
Grace Gordon 
Jean Ware 
Irene Dale 
Charles Robinson 
Lunatrix (3) 
Carrollovlies (12) 
College Inn 
Virginia Lewis 
Marie Holz 
Scary Gavin 
Helen Martin 





(Continued 


Boys 


(Celtic Cafe) 
Gene Kerwin Ore 
Jaros Sis 

(Panther Room) 
Jan Savitt Ore 
Ruth Robin 
coomme Blanche 
Nilah Brooks } 
Carl Marx an 

Rhumba Casino 
Pan-Am Dance 
Tito Guizar 
Don Tannen 
Phil Levant Ore 
Pierce & Roland 
Don Orlando Ore 
Jack Rodreguez oO 

606 Club 
Al Zimmey 
Ginger Britton 
Ann Howard 
Jeri Vance 
Beverly Lane 
Joyce & Ginger 
Midge Fellows 
Janeen 
Marion Miller 
Maxine DeShon 
Elaine 
606 Gls 
Dolly Sterling 
Sol Lake Ore 
Tripoli 3 


Stevens Hotel 
(Continental Room) 
Chuck Foster Ore 
Don DiFlavio 


Var Rest 


Geo Scherban Ore 
Lorraine Westfall 
Peter Milnikoff 





ATLANTIC CITY 


Paddockeers Ore 
Penn Atlantic Hotel 
(Palm Room) 
Elliott Russe!! Ore 
President Hotel 
Pedro Albani Orc 
Ritz Carlton Hotel 
(Merry Go Round 
Room) 

Eddy Morgan Ore 
Traymore Hotel 
Wm Madden Ore 
Gables Inn 
(Black Horse Pike) 
Conchita & Antonio 
Walter Walters 
Marley 
Nan DeMar 
Pete Miller 





Ore 


LOS ANGELES 


Grace Hayes Lodge 
George Lloyd 
Jack Malone 
Inecito 
Tex Jim Lewis 
Lone Star Cowboys 
Hollywood Tropics 
Maxine Lewis 
Burton 
Dick Thomas 
House Murphy 
Bob Murphy 
Jean Meunier 
Beth Reynolds 
Frankie Gallagher 
Gordon Bishop 
Little Troe 
Katherine Dunham 
Lena Horne 
Garland Wilson 
Art Crippen Ore 
Eddie Steele 
Macambo Cafe 
Phil Ohman’s Ore 
Palladium 
Tommy Dorsey 
Pirates Den 
Don Kent 
Reggie Dvorak 
Retty Yeaton 
Black Andy 
Nick Cochran Ore 
Seven Seas 
Benny Kaha 
Puanani Mathews 
Princess Luana 
Chief Sautini 
Stanley Wheeler 
Malua 
Charlie Openut 
Eddie Bush Oro 
Slapsy Maxies 
Allegra 
Ben Llue 
Billy Gray 
Paule Gale 
Benny Lessy 
Patti Moor 
Sam Lewis 
Jerry Bergen 
Joe Vlumer Ore 
Streets of Paris 
Lois Bri 
Betty Van 
Wingy Manone Ore 
Swannee Inna 


or 


Ore 


geht 





PHILADELPHIA 


Vivian Dandridge 

Shelton Brooks, Jr 

Eddie Beal 

Joe ‘Turner 
Trianon 

Bob Crosby Ore 

Music Hall Gls 

Lillian Fitzgerald 

| Jerry Delmar Oro 
Embassy 

lal Richards 

Geo ( fford 

Mildre d Fenton 

Billy Hey 

William & Regina 


Claire Willis 
Tanya Tamara 
Pat Sherlin Ore 
| Evergreen Casino 
Vivian Vance 
Mildred Per 

(i Walton “ Roof) 
Barbara Blane 
Pearl Robbings 
Jack Lane 
Glamour Gls 

Helen Heath 
Chavez Orc 
Neil Fontaine Ore 
Rose Gallo 
Castaine & Barry 
Jam Session 

Billy — 
George Lu 

Hopkins’ Ruthskeller 
Cy White 
Dave Gold 
Flash Lane 
Anita James 
Ann Massey G 
Bernice King 
Chang Lee 
Rosemary Clark 
Nancy Payne 

Lexington Casino 


Paul Kane 
Crandall Sis 

4 Octaves 

Frank Darrow 

De Lloyd Mckay 
Garvin Busche 1 oO 


on page 46) 
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Van Druten, looks doubtful at the 
Plymouth. 

George Abbott also has a doubt- 
ful entrant in ‘Jason,’ at the Hudson, 
a play by Samson Raphaelson, but 
that manager’s ‘Best Foot Forward,’ 
musical, is one of the good things on 
the list. —e 

The elite managerial company in 
misstep includes Gilbert Miller, who 
offered ‘Lily of the Valley’ so briefly. 
Ben Hecht wrote it and then blamed 
the critics. Same manager was un- 
lucky with ‘Anne of England’ ear- 
lier this season. 

Charles MacArthur rewrote 
‘Johnny on a Spot,’ another fast flop, 
which John Shubert produced. Lat- 
test play by a name writer that came 
a cropper is ‘Flowers of Virtue,’ by 
Mare Connelly, which was yanked 
at the Royale Saturday (7). 


Maxwell Anderson’s ‘Candle in the’ 


Wind’ was not the critics’ idea of a 
good play, but is a money maker. 
Helen Hayes was the star of ‘Candle.’ 
Sophie Treadwell’s ‘Hope for a Har- 
vest’ was a disappointment on 
Broadway after doing very well on 
the road. Both were presented by 
the Theatre Guild, with the Play- 
wrights as partner in ‘Candle.’ Fred- 
ric March and Florence Eldridge 
(Mrs. March) were ‘Harvest’ cast 
toppers. 

‘Clash by Night,’ by Clifford Odets, 
joined the losers when ordered 
closed Saturday (7) by Billy Rose. 
Tallulah Bankhead and Joseph 
Schildkraut were the play’s out- 
standing names. Guy Bolton is still 
another name author who couldn't 
get his play across, ‘Golden Wings’ 
C(R.A.F.’) having been’ ditched 
pronto. 

Taboo Subjects 

No manager or author has ever 
been 100% successful, but there are 
times when the best producers for- 
get to remember that certain topics 
cannot click as stage fare. Misce- 
genation theme has been tried many 
times, but playgoers have not ac- 
cepted it as diversion. That is the 
evident reason why ‘Little Dark 
Horse’ failed. Guild put it on be- 
cause aS a French farce it was a hit. 
Few managers would take a chance 
with a play set in a morgue but that 
was the locale of ‘Lily,’ with sup- 
posed dead persons walking about. 

Correlated topics may click if 
treated differently, an example be- 
ing ‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ which 
is fashioned strictly for comedy. 
Ghosts in Noel Coward’s hit, ‘Blithe 
Spirit,’ are also comic. 


TIFF ON ROYALTIES FOR 


PUBLIC DOMAIN MUSIC: 


Royalty percentage the author of 
an operetta should get 
music comes from the public domain 
is the problem now being batted 
back and forth by the Dramatists 
Guild and John P. Sheppard, Jr. 
Sheppard has just optioned for pro- 
duction of ‘After the Ball,’ a musi- 
cal fantasy with book and lyrics by 
Edward Eager and with music from 
the works of Offenbach, Strauss, 
Von Zeppe and others. 

Usual royalty arrangement is for 
author of the book, composer of the 
music and writer of the lyrics each 
to get 2% of the gross. 
6%, but Sheppard cut Eager in for 
only 5%, giving him only half credit 
On the music Dramatists Guild 
Claims he deserves the full 2% for 
the music, as he selected it. 


‘Ball’ was tried out two summers | 


ago at Alexander Kirkland’s straw- 
hat in Clinton, Conn. Sheppard 
hopes to produce it in the spring 


Theatre Wing Providing 
Canteen for Servicemen 


American Theatre Wing War 

Service, Inc., has taken over the 
premises formerly occupied by the 
Little Club, under the 44th Street 
theatre, for use as a canteen for 
Servicemen. It is expected to be in 
operation in a few weeks under the 
name of the American Theatre Wing 
State Door Canteen, with 200 young 
actresses already registered as hos- 
tesses, 
_ Spot is ‘designed to provide serv- 
teemen with entertainment and 
dancing, in addition to free grub and 
soft drinks. Jane Cowl and Selena 
Royle, co-chairman of the canteen 
committee, said that theatre people 
will do all. the work around the 
lace, 





Surprise Flop Legit Crop 


Continued from page 3 


when the | 


= 











Right Formula 





A Broadway producer received 
a letter from a play broker, lat- 
ter mention:ng the names of 
prominent dramatists whose 
plays have flopped this season. 

His concluding comment was: 
‘Looks like there are only two 
guys around who know how to 
write shows—Olsen and Johnson.’ 


Talu and Mighty Atom 
Too Much of a Clash, 
So Rose Ends ‘Clash’ 


For a time last week it looked as 
though ‘Cash by Night’ would con- 
tinue at the Belasco, N. Y., but the 
mutual hatred society of Tallulah 
Bankhead, star of the play, and Billy 


Rose, its producer, prevailed. Only 
about two hours elapsed between the 
time it was stated the management 
would go on and the subsequent tele- 
phone call from Rose, who is in 
Florida, ordering company manager 
Emmett Callahan to ‘slough the 
works’ Saturday (7). 

Clifford Odets, who wrote ‘Clash,’ 
appears to have nearly gotten Rose 
to change his mind about shuttering. 
Something occurred after the author 
got off the line, and whether it was 
a caustic message from Miss Bank- 
head to Rose was not revealed. Her 
opinion of Rose is quite definite and 
colorful. However, Rose isn’t the 
only manager she has told off, mak- 
ing speeches about Herman Shumlin 
when she played in his ‘The Little 
Foxes.’ That ended when Equity told 
Miss Bankhead to be a good girl. 

Insisted that ‘Clash’ has been earn- 
ing an operating profit approaching 
| $2,000 weekly and that it could have 
run into spring, probably touring 
successfully thereafter. Report that 
Rose would have withdrawn the clos- 
ing notice provided the cast took a 
cut was denied. In light of the 
claimed profit, it is doubtful if Equity 
would have okayed the slice. Fea- 
tured under Miss Bankhead were 
Joseph Schildkraut, Lee J. Cobb and 
Katherine Locke. 


MANAGEKS, DRAMATISTS 
| FINALLY CLOSE DEAL 


Amended basic pact between the 
legit managers and _ Dramatists’ 
Guild has finally been consummated. 
Although the extended pact was 
agreed on about two months ago, 
there was a delay in formal accept- 
ance by the managers because the 
required number of okays from 
i\them had not been corraled. 
| Principal change in tke pact so 
far as the managers are concerned 
|pertains to plays written by foreign 
jauthors. All British authors of plays 
produced here must belong to or 
|join the Guild. Managers may ob- 
tain scripts on their own terms from 

















lother foreign dramatists as in the | 


|past, but the American translators 
}or adaptors must be paid one-third 
|of the royalties. 

| 





That totals | 


/B’klyn Amateur Group 
| In $1.65 Top Pro Bid 





‘Of V We Sing,’ presented as an 
amateur revue at the Barbizon 
Plaza hotel, N. Y., and other little 
theatre spots at weekends, will start 
tonight (11) on a five nights per 
week basis at the Concert theatre, 
on 58th street, west of Seventh ave- 
nue, formerly the John Golden. 

‘Sing’ is a Brooklyn outfit which 
laspires to become professional at 
|$1.65 top. Matinees will not be at- 
| tempted at the start, it being claimed 
| that most ef the east have office jobs 
‘during the day. Equity has assented 
jto the present performance setup, 
|with the restriction that if more 
ithan two five-day stretches are 
played, consideration of the outfit 
going under professional fegulations 
will be in order. That would mean 
posting a salary bond with Equity 
and minimum salaries of $50 weekly 

‘Sing’ is being financed by Alex- 
‘ander H. Cohen, summer theatre 
|'manager interested in several Broad- 
way ventures, including ‘They 
Should Have Stood in Bed,’ due to 
open at the Mansfield, N. Y., Friday 
| (13). 


B.0. MEN PAY TRIBUTE 





George M. Cohan has been acco- 
laded by the Treasurers Club, the 
organization having so honored an 
individual for the first time. Cohan 
was touched by the message sent by 
boxoffice men, not usually regarded 
as demonstrative. The testimonial, 
set forth on parchment and appro- 
priately framed, was delivered to 
Cohan’s home while he was out. It 
reads: 

‘A man’s worth and achievement 
in life are measured by the esteem 
in which he is held by his fellow 
men. That you have reached the 
pinnacle of the theatre is as nothing 
beside the fact that you are loved 
and respected by all. The members 
of the Treasurers Club of America 
wish to record their deep and lasting 
affection and regard for you, their 
friend. God bless you and grant you 
health and contentment always.’ 
Signatories were: Allen J. Schnebbe, 
president; Saul Abraham, vice-presi- 
dent; Irving L. Engel, treasurer: Lep 
Solomon, financial secretary; Thur- 
ber Wilkins. recording secretary; Jed 
T. Shaw, Harry B. Nelmes, past 
presidents, and Sidney R. Fleisher, 
counsel. ° 

Cohan, who is recuperating from 
an operation performed last fall, re- 
sponded with a telegram addressed 
to Schnebbe: ‘If ever a fellow was 
made happy, believe me yours truly 
shed tears of joy when I came home 
last night and saw that most wonder- 
ful tribute from the club hanging on 
the wall...where all visitors might 
see and read the remarkable mes- 
sage...please convey to the full 
membership that I consider it the 
finest compliment ever paid me in all 
the years I have spent in the theatre 

..sincerely and honestly from the 
heart I tell you that my appreciation 
is beyond expression...again thanks 
and thanks again.’ 


PITT HEADED 
FOR 40-WK. 
SEASON 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 10. 

Town’s only legit playhouse, Nixon, 
reopened last night (9) with ‘Louisi- 
lana Purchase’ in for fortnight, after 
only its second dark week since sea- 
son started middle of September. 
|From now on in to annual summer 
shuttering, Nixon should be in con- 
'tinuous operation, with spot headed 
\for first 40-week season in its his- 











| tory. 
} 
house will have played 21 weeks 
| already since ‘Doctor’s Dilemma’ 
| opened Sept. 15, which was full ex- 
tent of season last year. Line-up to 
follow musical is almost completely 
solid. Chi company of ‘Angel Street’ 


TO GEORGE M. COHAN 


| Counting ‘Purchase’s’ two weeks, | 


A. L. Erlanger Estate Ordered 





Army Comes First 





Emmett Rogers, currently in 
the cast of. ‘Papa Is All,’ at the 
Guild theatre, N. Y., recently en- 
listed in the army and was noti- 
fied to report for physical ex- 
amination in Newark, N. J., on 
a Thursday morning, his matinee 
day. With several hundred oth- 
ers he was ordered to undress 
and await his turn for examina- 
tion. After waiting some time 
without any indication that his 
turn would come very soon, he 
became worried that he might 
not get back to New York in 
time for his scheduled perform- 
ance, 

Finally spotting a _ sergeant, 
Rogers approached him and ex- 
plained that he is an actor and 
had a matinee that afternoon. 
The sarge was unimpressed, re- 
marking, ‘You shouldn’t have 
made any other plans for today.’ 








‘Arsenic’ Jan. Melon 


Sweet 456, But Angels 
Get Income Tax ‘Hint’ 


Angels of ‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ 
at Fulton, N. Y., and on the road, 
continue to get gravy from the hit 
that should span a second season on 
Broadway. The melon for January 
totalled $45,600, with the backers 
aware of the fact that they have re- 
ceived six times as much as they put 
in—and plenty more to come. When 
remittances were made last week, 
|the accompanying note from Russel 
|Crouse’s co-producer, Howard Lind- 
say, reminded them of their income 
tax returns and that the Government 
is in on the play without having put 
up a dime. 

The 21 backers cancelled the an- 
niversary party they had planned, 
but held a little celebration of their 
own anyhow. At that feast the 
clean-up kids agreed to donate 
$1,000 to the Red Cross. They also 
travestied the play, Boris Karloff 
appearing as one of the old dames 
who give a.k. men elderberry wine 
sweetened with arsenic, while Jose- 
phine Hull appeared as the neurotic 
doctor. 

The memo from Lindsay con- 
cluded with: ‘We have renewed our 
contract with Boris Karloff at the 
same terms. You may have mixed 
feelings about this, but since Mr. 
Karloff, the investor, has to pay a 
|large share of the salary of Boris 
| Karloff, the actor, you can imagine 
ihow mixed his feelings are.’ 

















BROKERS ON CARPET | 
FOR DELIVERY CHARGES | 





comes in Feb. 23, with ‘Rose Burke’, 
‘Claudia’, ‘My Sister Eileen’, ‘Watch 


|On Rhine’ and ‘Macbeth’ slated for | 
| March and ‘Corn Is Green’ set back | 
| until April 26 on account of exten- 
| sion of Chi engagement. 

Still remaining after that, although | 
ino dates have been set yet, are ‘The- | 
| atre’, ‘High Kickers’ (George Jessel- | 
Sophie Tucker tentatively slated to 
take to road in few weeks); Kath- 
arine Hepburn play, ‘Without Love’ 
annual visits of ‘Tobacco Road’ and 
‘Blossom Time’, and possibly return 
engagements of ‘Hellzapoppin’ and 
‘Panama Hattie’ on strength of stand- 
out biz these 
done here this year. Should all add 

up to biggest seasor in house’s his- 

| tory, with total grosses for 19 weeks 

already around $295,000 mark. | 


shows have already | 








Freedley Trying to Clear 


‘Face it’ Film Status 








Vinton Freedley went to the Coast 
late last week on a short visit with | 
the idea of clearing up the status of | 
the film rights to ‘Let’s Face It,’ | 
which he presents at the Imperial, | 
N. Y. Book of the play is based | 
on the comedy, ‘Cradle Snatchers,’ | 
‘which 20th-Fox controls. 

Matter was supposed to have been | 
arranged in New York, but a hitch 
occurred. 


town late this week 


| board was in session Monday (9) for 


While 


The legit ticket code enforcement 


the first time in months, ticket | 
brokers being called to the League | 
of New York Theatres for inquiry. 
specific charges of excess | 
prices were not admitted, it is un- 
derstood that the principal com- | 
plaint was the matter of fees for de- 
liveries. 

Code permits 
ticket if delivery is 


charging 25c per 


actually maae to 


|offices or homes, objection being to 
j}exacting such fees when envelope 


are left at box offices for customers 
Stated that patrons are often asked 
to pay for deliveries at the theatres 

Brokers’ side of it is that they 
often buy tickets from other agencies 
paying 83c (75c premium plus eight 
cents federal tax) then send such 
tickets to the boxoffice. They admit 
making a charge of 25c per ticket, 
but 16c is payable to the Govern- 
ment and, what with telephone calls 
to complete the transactions, profit | 
margin is slim 


Maplewood Plans 


Cheryl Crawford and John Wild- 
berg, co-producers of the ‘Porgy and 
Bess’ revival at the Majestic, N. Y., 
plan to reopen the Maplewood 
theatre, Maplewood, N. J., Memorial | 
Day for their third strawhat season. 

Spot will again operate on a guest- 
director. policy, with Raymond 








Showman is ‘due. back in| Massey a possibility: to stage one 
; production and guest-star 


in another. 


Liquidated By N. Y. Surrogate 





On order of Surrogate Delehanty 
of New York, the estate of A. L. 
Erlanger has been ordered liqui- 
dated. In particular, an offer to sell 
the estate’s controlling interest in 
the National theatre, Washington, 
Was approved, opinion being that 
‘sufficient time has been devoted to 
the effort to obtain a purchaser for 
this property and the court sees no 
utility jn getting any further ap- 
praisal of its value’... the ad- 
ministrators have done ‘all that can 
reasonably be expected of them 
by the creditors of the estate.’ 

Erlanger died in 1930 and since 
that time Julius Klein and Leonard 
E. Bergman, the administrators, have 
been trying to liquidate the estate. 
Stated that the liabilities consider- 
ably exceed the assets, but dividends 
are payable to creditors when as- 
sets are turned into cash. 

Contrary to general information 
there is little left of Erlanger prop- 
erties. Only theatre owned outright 
by the estate is Ford’s, Baltimore, 
but there are stocks, bounds and other 
realty holdings yet to be sold. The 
Nixon, Pittsburgh, is not estate- 
owner but is operated by Marcus 
Heiman and Bergman. Other houses 
including Erlanger’s Buffalo, and the 
Biltmore, Los Angeles, are said to 
have a similar status. New Amster- 
dam, N. Y., one of the most valuable 
holdings, was disposed of some years 
ago and is now a grind picture 
house. 


HASTY PUDDING BOWS 
TO WAR, CANCELS SHOW 


Boston, Feb. 10. 

Hasty Pudding Society of Harvard 
U. has called off all plans for what 
would have been its 96th annual pro- 
duction this year. Most of the talent 
for these shows is drawn from the 
senior and junior classes; and in 1942 
Uncle Sam is doing some booking 
and some of the Harvard boys are 
signing themselves up for the Big 
Show with Army or Navy produc- 








tion. Cancellation leaves a blank in 
this season’s collegiate theatricals 
here. 


‘Hey, Mr. Hayes!’ was the title of 
the musical for °42, with book by 
Robert Benchley, Jr., Coles Phinizy 
and Arthur Vine. Music had been 
written by Robert Coleman, last 
year’s lead. 





Megrs., Stagehands 
To Meet This Week 


Scheduled parley 
legit 


between N. Y. 
managers and_= stagehands 
Union over a new contract, with the 


atter seeking a 15% 


_ 


wage increase 
and virtual doubling of crews for 


} one set shows, among other points, 
| was held over until this week be- 


cause committeemen were indis- 
posed. While immediate agreement 
between the factions is not antici- 
pated, the contract will be retro- 
active to Feb. 1. 

That does not include the matter 


| of additional men, if the union wins 


its demand. Managers are asked to 
put on three assistant department 
heads—carpente! electrician and 
property. The present scale for 
such assistants is $72.50, instead of 
$62.50 a previously mentioned, 
heads getting $82.50 If the union 


gets what it seeks, it would mean a 
boost of 69% in backstage operating 


costs. Managers say there is little 


|for the present crews to do during 


performances not 
changes, 


requiring scene 





Ailing Actors 


Illnesses continuing to hit Broad- 
way shows. Jean Adair, featured in 
‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ Fulton, N.Y., 
has returned to the cast after miss- 
ing about two weeks due to the flu. 
Lucia Seger subbed for her. Henry 
Herbert kas pneumonia and is out 
of ‘Arsenic,’ with Doan Borup stand- 





ling in for him. 


June Allyson and Kenneth Bow- 
ers, leads in ‘Best Foot Forward,’ at 
the Barrymore, N. Y., were out last 
week because of colds. Mary Ganley 
and Danny Daniels were fheir re- 


spective replacements. ~*~ 
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Plays Out of Town 


PLAN M 


Drama in three acts by James Edward | sympa fiy of every one, including the 
Grant. Directed by Marion Gering; setting | Proctor’s brother and their eight- 
by Lemuel Ayers. Presented by Aldrich & | year-old daughter. She finally falls 





|her soft voice and ailments 





ar ‘ Pls ce ‘4 ty Je , 
Nee ee ee nt tae toe. victim to one of her own phobias in 
Putvnte MUON. iss css ccnccscase) Guy Spaull|a surprise ending. 
Private Russell...cccccecees: Thaddeus Suski Miss Anderson scores heavily in 
Orderly Horton. .eocsesseess---A. F Kaye | the difficult part she essays, although | 
al og aphaeaiepe beams Boe in some points one finds it hard to | 
Colonel Clegg....+.+-+0++: Stapleton Kent | hate her too much. Others who stand 
Wine Commander Rambeau..F lies Irving | out are Leon Ames. who plays. a 
Mrs. Barr. cassessseeesMargery Maude | cofty magazine illustrator; Louise 
Teen hdiniral Auring. ~~~ Qu PitsGerant | Campbell, the wife; Pert Kelton, a 
General Sir Hugh Winston..... Len Doyle hard-boiled artists model, and Kath- 
ee, Ns a. sc ek eedk ask heen Lumsden Hare | erine Emmet, as the wise aunt who 
Colonel Corliss. .....¢..---Douglas Gilmore | nuts the home-wrecker in her place. 
ewe NOs nas v5 « SE teste | Ee Joan Spencer. who plays the 
Bip Mths Wer... ...5sesraccass Stuart Casey | daughter, also does a workmanlike 


Admiral Farnsworth...Reynolds Denniston | job. Shal. 


James Edward Grant has dreamed | 
up as fantastic a plot as one could | 
hone to find even in a nightmare. A/| 
dull and much too talky first act is 
relieved by plenty of excitement in| 


Rally ’Round the Girls 


Hollywood, Feb. 5. 


: | Revue in two acts (30 scenes) and pro- 
the second and third. However, the | ayced by Gertrude Ross; musie and lyrics 
dialog still needs a judicious blue | phy Walter Jurmann, Harold Spina, Paul 
pencil, and at best the play can ex-| Webster. Ray Henderson. tite ee Ross, 

, ¢ ; thur toss “red Saidy: sketches by Koss, | 

— san a moderate reception on Saldy and Webster: staged and directed by | 
roadway. | Carlos Romero: musical arrangements bs 

‘Plan M’ deals with a German plot} phil Moore . 

to invade Britain. A Nazi spy ring| Cast: Jean Tighe, Sitney Melton, Jac! 
‘ders tl war minister and _ in- | Fin h. Charles Gibson, Warde Tatum, Paul 
oer ne . wig sea ar his | Dubov Lucilie Lambert Judith Landon, 
stalls a dovble, also Nazi, in MS | Torraine Iifrey, Patti Brilhante, David 
place to direct the British war ef- | street. Hal Belfer, Mel Ferrer, Arthur Ross, 


fort. They also substitute a fake| Lois Paul, Pamela Caveness, Sally aig 
¢ _“ aster | Dorian Johnston, Gean Scott, Barbara Lee, 
Plan M, supposed en be the ate | Julie Lynn: at Assistance League Play- 
strategy to defeat German Invasion |} oice, Hollywood, 42. $1.65 top. 


Feb. 5, 
attempts. 

Things look pretty bad for England 
until sex rears its pretty head. The 
fake war minister goes on the make 
for his pretty secretary, which leads 
to his undoing and he is exposed in 
time, it is supposed, to save Britain. 

Play has its tense moments, but 
its appeal as a war play is on the 
doubtfy! side. Theatregoers hardly 
wish to be reminded of an almost 
successful German invasion. Also 


That long hoped-for double light- 
ing strike, the follow-upper of ‘Meet 
the People,’ isn’t even a flash in the 
pan in this amateurish opus. Only 
things it has in common with ‘Peo- 
ple’ are that Gertrude Ross, the pre- 
senter and producer, was onetime biz 
manager of the local surprise hit, 
and both revues first poked their 
pertness across the footlights at As- 


there are now too many dull stretches | sistance League Pétayhouse, 400- 
and there is practically no humor to| seater that has housed no end of | 
relieve the dramatic situations. modest promotions that languished | 


All the action takes place in the | and died on the site. 





war minister’s office, and Lemuel | ‘Rally’ flops hard on the one angle 
Ayers has designed an attractive set-| that distinguished People’—clever- 
ting. Marion Gering’s direction| ness. Skits and blackouts are soph- 


leaves little to be desired in this |omorish and the unknowns who try 


field, although many of the speeches|to make something out of them 
are delivered in an undertone, which | flounder around hopelessly. No less | 


keeps most of the audience in the | than seven songwriters dished up the 
dark as to just what is happening | score, and if there’s an out nde 
and why. |}among the dozen or so ditties it is 
The cast is good. Len Doyle plays | list in the rendition. Vocalists lack 
the dual role expertly; Douglas Gil-| professional polish, and the 
more is properly sinister as the Nazi | piano accompaniment from the pit 
leader; Anne Burr is both attractive | doesn’t help. 
and dramatically efficient as the sec- Hollywood picture scouts were out 
retary, and other roles are well han-|in force for the opening and it is 
dled by Margery Maude, Lumsden | doubtful if they made any 
Hare, A. P. Kaye, and Joanna Dun- | memos. 
|Earl Carroll chorus, is more of a 


can. Klepfer. 

looker than performer, and that goes 
too for Lois Paul and Pemeia Cave- 
ness. Among the males there’s a fair 
comic in Sidney Melton. 





Guest in the House 
Philadelphia, Feb. 9. 


Drama in three acts, six scenes, by Hagar 
Wilde and Dale Eunson, from story by Kath- | 
erine Albert: directed by Reginald Denham; | 
setting by Raymond Sovey; produced by) } 
Stephen and Paul Ames; presented at Wal-| 
nut Street theatre, Philadelphia, Feb. 9, ’42 | 





atre stripe. 


capsuled into a vaudeville unit. Just 
waste motion all around. Helm. 





BE. POOR ks civ reeeidede Louise Campbell 
ee Proctor 2 i ‘ PEST Spence 
Hilda. the maid. ’andred Prie| HIEART OF A CITY 
The Rev. Dr. Shaw..........-- Walter Beck | 
Aunt Martha Proctor....Katharine Emmet | New Haven, Feb. 5 
iriam lake er Celton P 
- gg eeoeeeesess TIE ene Dr aoe ~ thi ve pois - ght Z vs se 
Douglas Proctor... cocececcecs Leon Ames | , hos fy me oo ae ee - i mr ag Ri 
er he Fin — eeereccsecs sateen td en | Maschwitz and Harold Pur ell; arrange- 
Praate Magee ST iach, ge Richard teri | ments and orchestrations by Alexander ind 
ine: WUE ka sion ond onneeuace Helen Stewart | roland V. Haas; staged and presented by 
Miss Rhodes, a reporter. . Frieda Altman po Ibert iter at the Shubert New Haven, 
Cam Tracy, a photographer. .Sully Michaels Feb. 5-7, "42; $2.75 top 
i Se Judy Gertrude Musgrove 
A brand new team of producers heb a Aepileyt te ee ee ae 
with authors, fresh from Hollywood, | Bubbles.......... RE Virginia Bolen 
are trying their hand at this thing |} Pins sts eeereroescoserens Leone Wilson 
called theatre and the result is a sane i guid thas? Aye ae sg Moor nce: 
dramatic package which may click | ‘toni... .000077'77:°°'""'"“Mperwot- Grahame 
on the boards. but looks like better | George................... Skelton Knaggs 
picture material. Valet e are frances Tannehill 
Mary Anderson, who. appeared in | 208) sc sccrrrettteret sees Serene meren 
the Henry Aldrich films, is on leave] jan goo Mg —rcdey 
from the Paramount lot for the oc- | Leo Saddle (L.s.)  . Denis Socy 
casion. She plays the part of a young |’ Romney Bren 
neurotic who sets out to wreck the | M's. Good Bertha Belmore 
lives of a pleasant couple (the Proc- Glo pats: v ne tn ea 
tors) with whom she’s come to live. | First Pilot Of Baal ie enkaer i 
Mi Anderson a combination of Oo I r 
the scheming dame in ‘Little Foxes’ I O red St 
and the brat of the ‘Children’s Hour,’ | joueih p 5 t am tate 
antl before long she makes a sham-| Jur Seeten” gi : 
bles of what once was a happy | Fifth Pp ( er lohn J 
household Bob R Rodney Ste 
In successive scenes the gal takes | Polsh of , n H 
over the house, destroys the family | Groun Captains 7 - raed ed ok 
affection, and when the husband and | Sergeant ea Louis “Mes! n | 
wife finally get wise and order her | Paul Lund Richard Ainsl 
to leave, she almost ruins the fam- oe 
ily with scandal-mongering. With} When the drama defending physi- 


cians of Broadway finish their con- 
sultation on ‘Heart of a City’ there 
| probably won't be enough adrenalin 
| around to pull it through. 

| Plot is about backstage life during 
| the 1940 bombing of London. It’s 
| not that the play is too bad, or poorly 
| presented; it’s just-too meagre to fill 
| the bill as far as Broadway is con- 




















| time for that before its skedded N.Y. 
| preem. 
‘Heart’ will probably go in the sea- 
son’s record as the play that started 
| out with something to say but de- 
veloped an impediment in its speech. 
That’s too bad, for a lot of time and 
money was put into the presentation 
of the script. 
Acticr shows what goes ‘on’ ih back- 
‘stage life’ of a revue troupe during 





“THE MAN WHO CAME TO DINNER” 


“YOU'RE IN THE ARMY NOW” 
WARNER BROS. 


°“ Mgt. LOU CLAYTON 





























{some | 
}real, most imaginary) she wins the’! 


outstander | 


two- | 


serious | 
Jean Tighe, recently in the | 


Rest of the | 
assortment is strictly of the little the- 


There's even little here that can be | 


|cerned. With a little more type- 
| writer target practice its chances! 


would be enhanced but there’s little | 


the London blitz. Cast is large, 


oifering opportunities for numerous 


reactiorg under bombings. Players 
outshine the script in their portrayals 
and several noteworthy perform- 
| ances are evident. 

Gertrude Musgrove, British actress 
making her American stage debut, 
| plays Judy, a songstress who refuses 
to let events get her down. She's in 
ilove with Tommy (Romney Brent}, 
| sonewriter of the outfit, but he doesn’t 
|return it, going instead for sym- 
pathetic Rosalind (Beverly Roberts). 
| Latter is swept into an overnight 
romance with Paul (Richard Ain- 
| ley), RAF flier. When Tommy goes 
to a nearby pub to drown out the 
lloss of Rosalind, Judy follows and 
'the two are killed by a bomb. Play 
leloses with Rosalind taking over 
| Judy's spot in the show for a rendi- 
tion of Tommy's last composition, 

Casting is excellent, even to bits 
j}contributed by Bertha Belmore, as 
lthe house charwoman, and Miriam 
| Goldina, doing an Italian cafe owner; 
lalco Skelton Knaggs, as a eniiboy. 
| Mics Musgrove hondles herself com- 
|petently and gives a flexible per- 
} formance. Miss Roberts does well, 
' both in appearance and acting, add- 
line variety by acceptoble warbling 
of a solo. Margot Grahame fits as a 
semi-hardboiled treuper end tosses 
in an offstage ditty for good measure. 
Ament the male contingent, Dennis 
Hoey injects vitality into the part of 
| the revue producer: Richard Ainley 
mekes a likable RAF man, and 
Romney Brent did a satisfactory job 
as the songwriting Tommy (follow- 
ing the break-in. Brent stepped out 
and was replaced by Lloyd Gough). 

They’ve assembled an_ attractive 
group of girls for the line. nudes, 
ete.. in the revue. Harry Horner's 
; sets give a hefty lift to the produc- 


tion. and costumes add substantial 
color. 

Despite its shortcomings, play 
holds possibilities for film elabora- 
tion. Bone. 








Play on Broadway 


FLOWERS OF VI 


RTUE 


Comedyv-drama in three acts by Mare Con- 
nelly. Features Frank Craven, Isobel El- 
fsom, Viadimir Sokoloff Staged by the au- 
thor setting by Donald Oenslager; cos- 
tvmes by Joe Fretwell, 34: presented by 
Chervl Crawford at the RPRavale. N. Y 

Feb, 5, °42: $3.30 top ($4.10 opening) 
Corlotta Garcia. Tsobel Elsom 
POTARWA. oho ioe cabsnceses Moria Ferreira 
TOMNGIDR «. «co ccscasone Maria Morales 
Sheldon Williams........... .. Jess Barker 
1 Rofrel Garcia... .cesceces Charles Bell 
| Maude Bemis......cceces. Kathryn Givney 
| Psequiel.. csv ses cocee ..+..Leon Relasco 
TN. one ttos ke Cueekeraeds Carmelita Fortson 
| Grover Bemis. ....escec0-- Frank Craven 
Trinidad Perez............8. Thomas Gomez 
Paco Perez. ...cccce Peter Beanvais 
mnt. TRONS, cccaceeess Vireinin Tederer 
Gil a). rr Viodimir Sokoloff 
| First Orijisa.....ceeeeee+.. William Roerick 
| Sennnd Orifiata..cceseces Jose Willie 
| Third Orijista....sccesess- Kumar Goshal 
Ce, Sek deb vecenee Samson Gordon 
. POU OPisMtes 6c icccas .Tony Mannino 
After an extended film-scripting 
term in Hollywood, Marc Connelly 


Loser his return to legit with ‘Flow- 
ers of Virtue,’ an uneventful comedy- 
| drama about an abortive Nazi putsch 
lin a Mexican hamlet. 
Subject matter, 
suggested by Cornelia Otis Skinner, 
appears to offer material for a timely, 
| provocative drama, but despite all 
his rewriting, Connelly hasn’t man- 
aged to inject sufficient action or life 
into the script. There’s a _ slight 
flurry in the third act (with the vital 
happenings 


said to have been 


taking place offstage), 


| boxoffices are charging 10% on the actual price paid, so that a $3.30 tic 


Inside Stuf—Lesit 


New reduced ticket service for commissioned officers, ranking not higher 
than captain in the Army or senior lieutenant in the Navy, is v-Orking out 
excellently with the cooperation of managers and boxoffice men. Most 
of the hits are available and officers can secure slips from the special 
office at the Commodore hotel entitling them to buy tickets at half price 
Number of tickets so disposed of ranges from six to as high as 30 nightly. 
Treasurers see to it that the service men get locations well down front 
whenever that is possible. 

Although the tax ruling on such reduced rates has not been obtained 
is $1.65. Wording of the admissions tax statute exempts men in areal 
from the tax, but so far that has been applied only to free admissions. It 
officers are accompanied by civilian escorts, tax on the full boxoffice price 
is called for, under the regulations. 





George Murphy, M-G actor launching short p.a. tour in Pittsburgh last 
week, told reporters there he's a firm believer in fact that everything hap. 


| pens for the best. Pointed out that 10 years ago he was cast as the juve- 








/came in and was major flop of that season. 


nile in a Peter Arno musical, ‘Here Goes the Bride,’ with Clark and Me. 
Cullough, and while show was trying out on road, he was replaced by 
Roy Royston, who, in turn, made way for Paul Frawley. Actor returned 
to New York and was immediately signed for another musical. ‘Bride’ 
The other musical was ‘Of 
Thee I Sing,’ which ran for 86 weeks. 

Murphy, incidentally, grabbed lot of space in Pittsburgh, not only in 
drama sections, but also on sports pages due to fact that he’s the son of the 
lat: Mike Murphy, celebrated trainer of teams at Yale and Penn. 

J. P. Muller agency has changed its identity, clients of the ad firm hav. 
ing been informed that the office is now called the Shorlane-Benet Co 
Inc., effective Feb. 1. Though a reorganization is indicated, it was an- 
nounced that ne change in personnel has been made. 

\t one time the Muller agency handled practically all amusement copy 
on Broadway, specializing in newspaper space. Late head of the outfit 
planned to hold the organization together indefinitely by sharing profits 
with the staff. However, individuals split away from the Muller office, 
some starting their own agencies. Senior member of the staff, Herman 
Schnitzler, is stili active, in charge of theatre and attraction advertising, 





Referendum ballots on Equity’s anti-ism amendment to the constitution 
are due to be mailed out to the whole membership this week. Those not 
in favor of the amendment concede that it will be adopted, though not by 
a wide margin, and claim the issue is being forced by a minority alluded 
to as having a ‘Communistic complex.’ They contend the amendment is 
unnecessary, since Equity has existing rules which can apply to members 
acting in a manner prejudicial to the association. 

Difficulty in clearly identifying a Communist is a bone of contention, 
but proponents of the amendment demand it be on the record. 

Elinor Hughes, drama critic of the Boston Herald, came to New York 
last week especially for the opening of ‘The Flowers of Virtue,’ which 
closed after four performances at the Royale. While in town she saw sev- 
eral other performances. 

With only one play in the Hub last week, Miss Hughes took occasion to 
= that out to N. Y. managers and suggested that more shows be sent 
there. 








Harry Benson has replaced Willie Schneider as company manager of 
‘Life with Father,’ touring the southwest with Louis Calhern and Dorothy 
Gish heading the cast. Schneider was severely injured ; 
accident in Oklahoma City. 

Show played several small stands and topped $18,000 last week, biggest 
take being in Wichita, where the statement was close to $10,000. 

Tom Wenning, film critic of Newsweek, is doing the mag’s drama review- 
ing during John O’Hara’s absence in Hollywood. He is not bylined, 
O’Hara is doing the screen treatment of his ‘Pal Joey.’ 


Joe Cook 


in an elevator 




















his life, ‘Cook Book,’ as reported in 
‘Variety.’ 











Continued from page 5 ae | Joe was present Opening night, 
ous and infectious antics on the | April 23, 1941, to see himself as 
, . Av c . . 

‘+, | others see him and to receive a cita- 
stage. Ill health forced him to quit | ,. ; : ‘ 
at tien age of 52-~a time when q tion from the University for his con- 
C a var" A | 

; tributior / -rican Theatr 
he would be at his gayest and most | a nated ome ep tare gd ise 
1 . y . . Pasay — < P rou sn ( nave « 
yrosperous. ivery one who ever | at 

clot agit. wwe a wae ever j}let you read that citation). Joe 
knew him or saw him hope that one | : a 

| 

| 


| deep into the human scene 


| but the only appeal of the piece is | 


| its undeniable atmosphere. 

What plot there is deals with an 
attempt by. Gen. Orijas. 
Hitler of the Mexican village of Las 
Flores de la Virtud. to murder the 


leading local liberal and set up a 
| dictatorshiv, in cahoots with Nazi 
agents. However. a vacationing 
Yankee industrialist thwarts him 
There’s an endless amount of chat- 
te nuch of it in Spanish and nearly 
ll of it inconsequential An added 
fact opening night was that most 
of the actors were inaudible. 
Connelly’s direction seems as stilted 
his seript and, with virtually no 
material to work wit] the cast l 


generally unable to create any dra- 
matic interest. Frank Craven, as the 
visiting bigshot from the States. is 
| helpless, as are such normally com- 
petent players as lsobel Elsom, Kath- 
ryn Givney and Leon Belasco. S. 
Thomas Gomez, with almost the only 


local liberal a lifelike character. 
Viadimir Sokoloff, despite a vigorous 
performance as the vest-pocket Hit- 
| ler. has the oddest Mexican accent on 
record. Virginia Lederer at least 
{looks attractive in a colorless in- 
| genue part. 
‘Flowers’ is Connelly’s first play 
|sinee his collaboration with Arnold 
Sundgaard on ‘Everywhere I Roam.’ 
That, in turn, was his first aftempt 
since ‘The Farmer Takes a Wife.’ 
i|Cheryl Crawford, presenter of 
‘Flowers,’ is co-producer with John 
Wildberg of the current his revival 
of ‘Porgy and Bess.’ Hobe. 
(Withdrawn Saturday after four 
performances; printed for the rec- 
ord). 





would-be | 





actable part in the show, makes the | about 


of these days he can come back. ioe = a wees ak peeks ss 
All of us need Joe Cook. He was. | he show. He was playing at the 
without Earl theatre in Washington. When 


the University show closed, Joe took 
Leo Brady, co-author of ‘Cook Book’ 
| and the portrayer of ‘Joe Cook,’ and 
| six other of our actors and played 
| the evening show at the Earle for 
|a week. Joe was as pleased with 
| the Brady acting job as George M. 


all our comedians... he had a sly, 
intelligent brand of humor that cut 
his 
feeling for the right pace, was 
magnificent ... we want him back.’ 

Burns Mantle in the N. Y. Daily 
News wrote: ‘We won't ever forget, | 


doubt, one of the finest of | 
| 


any of us, the first time we heard | Chan was with our Jimmy Gra- 
you tell the story of the four Hawaii- | @™s “George Cohan’ of the yeal 
ans, and so far as we're concerned | Previous. Joe said of Brady: ‘Hes 
it will always be your story as good as I am. He's better than 
we'll be seeing you and thanks for |1 4m. He’s even taller than I am. 
everything.” John Chapman, in his |90U® Kerr-Brady production had 
Daily News column from the Coast: | Pleased him. ; 
‘ . ; — — on ‘ 1 with 
I devoutly hope both retirement Like all persons associated with 
and ill health are temporary, for Joe Cook, we deeply regret his re- 
Joe Cook is one of the great men in | Urement and hope and pray that a 
show busine and just about the |f€W waves of happine which 
nice decentest comedian of our | f0wed from him over million of 
time.’ Americans will roll back to fill his 
és days on the other side of the fool- 

Advocates Joe Cook Fete j lights. Let’s hope there's a good 

| doctor somewhere who can bring 


" a Chicago. Joe back to the people in these times 
Editor, Variety’: when he is needed. 

I just received my copy of ‘Variety’ | Sincerely yours. 
and I saw the heartbreaking’ ad (Rev.) Gilbert V Hartke, O.P. 
Joe Cook. It seems to me Director Speech and Drama, 
that the theatrical profession should isc hala sasha? 5 
make some sort of ‘colossal’ demon- 
stration to honor Joe Cook. 

The guy has been a persons friend 
of mine for 30 years. He is One of | 
the grandest characters show busi- 
ness has ever known. 


Play on Verdi 


‘The Life of Guiseppe Verdi,” an 
Italian play concerning Italy’s great- 
est composer written and directed 
by Gino Caimi, who broadcasts 4 
radio serial of the composer's life 
lover WOV, N. Y., will be presented 
lat the Venice, N. Y., for two per- 
formances Sunday (5). 

Arias from a number of operas 
| by the composer are incorporated In 
ithe play. Caimi is preparing = 
English version of the play, which 
jhe hopes to, present on Broadway 12 
late April or éarly May. 


Al Mitchell. 


U’s ‘Cook Book’ 

Washington, D. C. 
Editor, ‘Variety’:. 

Just for the sake of keeping the 
record straight, we [the Catholic 
University of America] would like 
to tell you that Joe Cook did not 
appear in our production based ‘on 





Catholic 
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Chi Dips, But ‘Hattie’, $22,000, 
And ‘Corn’, 516,00, Both Strong 








Chicago, Feb. 10. 

Business took a slight dip last 
week, but the big winners still have 
plenty of leverage between profit 
and loss. “Panama Hattie’ was off 
from its smash capacity of the pre- 
vious week, but still a whirlwind 
and due to stick around for a long 
time. . 
‘Claudia’ will go one more week 
and then leave after 22 weeks of ex- 
cellent business here. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Claudia’ Selwyn (2ist week) 
(1,000; $2.75). One more week for 
this smash entry, and on ‘last weeks’ 
notice held bright at $10,000. 

‘Pal Joey,’ Grand (4th week) 
(1,300; $3.30). Can’t stay around 
much longer. Sagged last week to 
Peeaes Hattie’ Erlanger (3d 
week) (1,400; $3.30). Smash musical 
slipped, but still a high-scorer with 


$22,000. 
‘The Corn Is Green,’ Harris (3d 
week) (1,000; $2.75). Ethel Barry- 


more powerful currently, and, with 
the finish of the fortnight’s low-rate 
subscription ducats, the gross lifted 
to $16,000. 


‘HELLZ’ FINE $30,500 
IN 7TH PHILLY WEEK 


Philadelphia, Feb. 10. 
‘Hellzapoppin,’ still without com- 
petish, went up last week to hit 
estimated $30,500 for its seventh 
week at the Forrest. Engagement 

will definitely extend into March. 
Last night (Monday) found both 
the Walnut and Locust unshuttering 
after being dark over a month. 
Former house got a tryout, ‘Guest 
in the House,’ while Locust has 
‘Tobacco Road’ for 11th Philly en- 
gagement. 


Cornell Big $22,600 In 
Portland, Seattle Split 


Seattle, Feb. 10. 

‘Rose Burke,’ with Katharine Cor- 
nell, piled up a gross of $22,600 last 
week in a split between Portland 
and this stand. It was a four-day 
date here, with takings approxi- 
mating $15,500 at $3.45 top. 

The 1,500-seat Metropolitan here 
drew standees at all performances. 
Star was the real draw, opinions on 
the play being varied. 














Saroyan-O’Casey ‘Life’ 
Gets Springfield Preem 


Springfield, Mass., Nov. 10. 
The Saroyan-O’Casey hybrid, ‘Life, 
Laughter and Tears,’ will have its 
world premiere at the Court Square 
theatre here Feb. 25, according to 
Daniel J. Maloney, managing direc- 

tor of the Playgoers of Springfield. 
Now in rehearsal at New York, the 
Eddie Dowling production is made 
up of William Saroyan’s ‘Coming 
Through the Rye’ and ‘Hello Out 


A 





There,’ and Sean O’Casey’s ‘End of | 


the Beginning.’ Will hit N. Y. March 
2, after stops in Hartford and New 


Haven, following the local premiere. | __ 
| Pittsburgh (11-14). 


Dowling will appear in all three 
Plays, while Julie Haydon will be 
featured in both Saroyan shows. 


Ballet N.G. 106, Mont’ 


Montreal, Feb. 10. 





S. Hurok’s Ballet Theatre, at His 
Majesty’s, 1,600-seater, last week. 
was a disappointment at estimated 
$10,000. 

Maybe Montrealers have had 
enough of Ballet in past three| 
months, or perhaps previous week’s 
Ice Follies’ emptied fans’ pockets, | 


but result here little better than flop 
‘Candle’ 126 in Buff 
nae In DuUIT. 
: . Buffalo, Feb. 10. 
_ Candle in the Wind,’ with Helen 
ayes, at the Erlanger last week got 
Standing room and a gross approxi- 


—s $12,000. 


Ow was in for four perform- 
ances, 





Sues Houseman for 8G 


Zita Johann filed suit Thursday 
(5) in the N. Y. Supreme court 
asainst John Houseman, seeking 
$8,000. Actress claims she lent the 
Producer the money April 15, 193% 
and it has not been returned. 
age at loan was for the produc- 
L n of a play called ‘Lovers, Happy 
~Overs’, written by Houseman in 
“njunction with Lewis Galantiere. 


Y. (11); Erlanger, Buffalo, N. Y. | 
(12-14), 

‘Out of the Frying Pan’ (USO) 
Camp Roberts, Cal. (11-12); Ford 
Ord., Cal. (13-16); Naval Air Station, 
Seattle (18); Ft. Lewis, Washington 
| (19-21). 

‘Pal Joey’—Grand Opera House, 
Chicago (11-21). 

‘Panama Hattie’ — Erlanger, Chi- 
cago (11-21). 

‘Plan M’ — National, Washington 
(11-14). 





Shows in Rehearsal 


‘Love, Laughter and Tears’— 
Eddie Dowling. 

‘A Kiss For Cinderella’ (re- 
vival)—Cheryi Crawford, Rich- 
ard Krauker. 

‘My Dear Public’—Irving Cae- 
Sar. 

‘Under This Roof’ — Russell 
L-+wis, Rita Hassa™. 





PURCHASE’, $30,000, 
BIG IN 2D DET. WK. 


Detroit, Feb. 10. 

In its second week at the Cass 
here. ‘Louisiana Purchase’ topped its 
first week’s figures to round out the 
Stay at near capacity figures. With 
the price scaled up to $3.80, musical 
clicked through for estimated $30,000, 
to total approximately $57,000 for 
two-week stanza. 

Shubert-Lafayette fared well last 
week with Ann Corio in ‘White 
Cargo,’ taking approximate $9,500 
with the top at $1.65. This house 
goes dark again, but Cass is con- 
tinuing with ‘Blithe Spirit,’. which 
opened Monday (9). 











Current Road Shows 


(Feb, 11-21) 





‘Angel Street’ (2d Co.) — Ford’s, 
Baltimore (11-14); National, Wash- 
ington (16-21). 

‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ (2d Co.)— 
American, St. Louis (11-14). 

‘Blithe Spirit’ (2d Co.)—Cass, De- 
troit (11-14). 


‘Blossom Time’—Civic Aud., Pasa- 
dena, Cal. (11); Civic Aud., Fresno, | 
Cal. (12): Munic. Aud., Sacramento, | 


Cal. (13-14). 


‘Candle In the Wind’—Hartman, | 


Columbus, O.(11); English, Indianap- 
Olis (12-14). 

‘Claudia’ (2d Co.) —Selwyn, Chica- 
go (11-14). 

‘Corn Is Green’—Harris, Chicago 
(11-21). 

‘Guest in the House’ — Walnut, 
Philadelphia (11-21). 


‘Hellzapoppin’ (N. Y. Co.)—For- 
rest, Philadelphia (11-21). 
‘Hellzapoppin’ (2d Co.) — Munic. 


Aud., Savannah, Ga. (11); Aud., Co- 
lumbia, S. C. (12); Erlanger, Atlanta 
(13-14). 


‘Junior Miss’ (USO)—Camp Stew- | 


lart, Ga. (11); Naval Air Station, 
Jacksonville, Fla. (12); Camp Wheel- 
er, Ga. (13-14); Ft. Benning, Ga. 


(16-20); Ft. McClelian, Ala. (21) 


‘Life With Father’ (2d Co.) — 
Chateau, Rochester, Minn. (11-12); | 
Munie. Aud., St. Paul (13-14); Ly- 


ceum, Minneapolis (16-21). 
‘Life With Father’ (3d Co.) — 
Music Hall, Kansas City, Mo. (11-15); 


Shrine Aud., Des Moines, Ia. (17); 
Iowa, Cedar Rapids, Ia. (18); Or- 
pheum, Davenport, Ia. (19); Or- 
pheum, Waterloo, Ia. (20); State, 
Sioux Falls, S. D. (21). 

‘Louisiana Purchase’ — Nixon, 


‘My Sister Eileen’ (2d Co.)—Geary, 
San Francisco (11-14). 

‘My Sister Eileen’ (3d Co.)—Wil- 
bur, Boston (11-21). 

‘Native Son’—Empire, Syracuse, N. 


‘Rose Burke’ (Katharine Cornell) 
—Lyceum, Minneapolis (11); Aud., 
St. Paul (12); Davidson, Milwaukee 
(13-14); Cass, Detroit (16-21). 

‘Student Prinece’—Shubert, Boston 
(11-21). 

‘Theatre’—Cox, Cincinnati (11-14). 

‘Tobacco Road’—Locust, Philadel- 
phia (11-21). 


‘Under This Roof’ — Playhouse, 


Wilmington, Del. (13-14); Plymouth, | 


Boston (16-21). 


‘Native’ 6!4 in Toronto 


Toronto, Feb. 10. 
With principally balcony trade, 
‘Native Son’ was disappointing with 
estimated $6,600 at the Royal Alex- 
andra here last week. 
The, 1,55]-seater was 
$2.50: top. 





scaled. at 


TMA’s New Tag; Renews 
Outside-N.Y. Organizing 


Title of the Theatre Managers & 
Agents union has been changed to 
the Association of Theatrical Agents 
& Managers, which was the original 
name in which the charter from the 
American Federation of Labor was 
issued. Switch to TMA was made 
when the treasurers were taken in 
about our years ago, but was never 
actually recognized by the parent 
union. Treasurers withdrew and 
formed their own union about two 
years ago. 

Outfit is again proceeding to or- 
ganize house managers and press 
agents outside of N. Y. They were 
stopped from such activity through 
the influence of George Browne, the 
stagehands’ head who is in jail on an 
extortion conviction along with 
Willie Bioff. Stated that the AFL 
has not formally recognized ATAM 
jurisdiction outside of N. Y., but 
word to go ahead has been received. 


EILEEN, $11,500, 





—_-_—_———- 


Boston, Feb. 10. 
‘My Sister Eileen,’ in its sixth 
stanza here, paced return engage- 
ment of ‘Student Prince’ last week. 
Estimates for Last Week 
‘My Sister Eileen,’ Wilbur (6th 
week) (1,227; $2,75)—Enjoying good 
steady trade, aiming at eight weeks 


° 


anyway. Last week $11,500, very 
good. 
‘Student Prince,’ Shubert (ist 


week) (1,590: $2.20)—Getting a fair 
play after polite pats from the press. 
Initial stanza around $11,000. One 
more week, including two perform- 
| ances Sunday (8). 


| 
‘HEART’ BEATS OUT 
LOW $1,500 IN NH. 


New Haven, Feb. 10. 

Tryout of ‘Heart of a City’ cracked 
a new low here last weekend (5-7) 
at the Shubert. At $2.75 top, show 
| fell below estimated $1,500 on four 
| performances. 
Preem of Katharine Hepburn in 
| Philip Barry’s ‘Without Love’ has 
| been held up. Originally set for 
| Feb. 19-21, opening has been tempo- 
rarily called off due to casting 
| difficulties. 











Foreign Play 


| 








Ay, Cantinflas, no te 





P 
Rajes! 
| Mexico City, Feb. 6. 
Revue featuring ‘Cantinflas’ (Mario Mo- 
no), Aug tin Lara Andres Falgas, Chelo 
Gomez Willie Howells Margarit Mora 
Os r Lopez and Daniel Herrera. Book and 
mus by Frar Benitez and Federico 
Ruiz. Produce by Ramon Reachi At Tea- 
tro Follies Bergeres, Mexico City $3.50 
(Mex.) top 
This new version of the revue 
‘Cantinflas, top tramp comic, and 
Ramon Reachi premiered here last 
Dec. 5, is definitely socko. Smooth 


and swift, this is easily the leading 
stage attraction current here. ‘Can- 
tinflas’ is, of course, the outstanding 
|} player. Gales of mirth are prompted 
by his pantomiming and_ cracks 
| about politics, politicians and current 
|} events. 


mantic song composer, just returned 
from a long visit in South America. 
He does his standard act inging his 
latest compositio four each show, 
to his own piano accompaniment 
This time, though, Lara is supported 
by a string orch of eight and Chelo 
Gomez, comely warbler. It’s a neat 
turn 

Willie Howells, diminutive Negro 
harmonicaist, only American now on 
the bill, regularly stops the show 
j with his playing and pantomimic 


comedy. Andres Falgas, the Argen- 
| tinian tango singer, who has 
|a standard act here, is a new attrac- 
| tion in this production and is doing 
very well. Oscar Lopez, Cuban col- 
| ored tenor, has become a definite 
i feature of this entertainment. Daniel 
| Herrera, doubling as stage manager 
'and support for ‘Cantinflas,’ con- 
|tinues to turn in a good job in both 
| departments. Teamed with this pair 
is Margarita Mora, okay comedienne. 
| Chorus well trained and costumed, 


vised by Reachi, is a big contribu- 
tion to the success of this show. This 
division comprises six soloists and 18 
liners. Gals get the show off to a 
smash start with a colorful opener, 
medley of pop national tunes and 
dances, featuring a number by six 
lookers in sightly Mexican costumes. 





and holiday mat. Grahame. 





become j 


directed by Rafael Diaz and super- | 


Two shows nightly, with a Sunday | 


STEADY IN HUB: 





Weather Clips B'way Legit B.0.s; 
‘Banjo’ $30,500, Kickers’ $15,000, 
Slip, But Cafe’, $8,500, Picks Up 





Business in general along Broad- 
way was Off, real boxoffice wallop 
coming rainy Thursday evening (5). 
Even capacity -gaited musicals 
dropped that night, although they 
claimed sell-out figures on week. 
Only one new play, ‘Flowers of Vir- 
tue,’ last week; lasted but three days. 

Estimates for Last Week 


Keys: C. (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). 


‘Angel Street,’ Golden (9th week) 
(D-789; $3.30). Little variance last 
week and claimed only Monday 
night (2) was under capacity; around 
$13,000 provides excellent profit. 

‘Arsenic and Oid Lace,’ Fulton 
(56th week) (CD-938; $3.30). Slipped 
Thursday, but week not materially 
dented as indicated by gross not 


much under $14,000. 
‘Banjo Eyes,’ Hollywood (7th 
week) (M-1,563; $4.40). Eased off 


around $1,000, but the count quoted 
at $30,500 still spots this musical 
well up with leaders. 

‘Best Foot Forward,’ Barrymore 
(19th week) (M-1,104; $4.40). Slipped 
a bit; quoted around $19,500, which 
is very good money for this musical 
in limited capacity house. 

‘Blithe Spirit,’ Morosco (14th 
week) (CD-936; $3.30). Moved up- 
ward several hundred and quoted at 


better than $17,000; best money 
among straight plays. 

‘Brooklyn, U.S.A.,’ Forrest. Sud- 
denly stopped Saturday (7) after 


playing seven mild grossing weeks; 
down around $4,000. 

‘Cafe Crown, Cort (2d week) 
(CD-1,064; $3.30). Picked up and 
approached $8,500 mark; most of the 
gain was on Saturday and Sunday; 
in face of downward trend appears 
to have pretty good chance. 

‘Claudia,’ Booth (52d week) (CD- 
712; $3.30). Dipped under $8,000 for 
first time since pre-Christmas; passes 
year’s run_ tonight 
due to go on tour 
ton’s birthday. 

‘Heart of a City,’ 


after Washing- 


Miller (D-940; 


$3.30). Presented by Gilbert Miller; 
written by Lesley Storm; drama of 
London theatre under bombing; 
opens Thursday (12). 

‘High Kickers,’ Broadhurst (14th 
week) (M-1,142; $440). Expected 
to play through March, with key 


cities toured thereafter; around $15,- 
000, which gets this one by with re- 
vised operating nut. 

‘It Happened on Ice,’ Center (re- 
sumed engagement) (63d week) 
(R-3,026; $1.65). Claimed higher 
figure than credited previous week, 
but dipped to around $22,500; plenty 
for rink revue. 

‘Jason,’ Hudson (3d week) (CD- 
1,094: $3.30). Limited draw so far; 
under $5,000; staying chances not so 
good. 

‘Junior Miss,’ Lyceum (12th week) 
(CD-1,004; $3.30). Approached the 
$17,000 level again, but was slightly 


affected like mosi others; however 
one of few straight shew standouts | 
o | this season. 

‘Lady in the Dark, Alvin (re- | 
sumed) (43d week) «M-1,387: $4.40). 
Had Thursday night trouble, too, 
with the gross shading $23,000: still 
very good for long run musical 

‘Let's Face It,’ Imperial (15th 
week) (M-1450; $4.40). A few 
empties on Thursday, but capacity 


all other performances and the gross 
claimed around $34,000. 


‘Life with Father,’ Empire (117th 
week) (CD-1,082: $3.30). Slipped 
jalong with most other shows, but 


| still playing to well-paying attend- | 


Another big lift for biz is the en- | 
| gagement of Agustin Lara, No. 1 ro- | 


ance; around $12,000. 
‘My Sister Eileen,’ Biltmore 
week) (CD-891: $3.30). Was 


(59th 


| nights and two matinees. 





(Wednesday ): | 


| 





| was necessary 


-- films for years. 


go to road after another week; ex- 
cellent run; rated around $10,000, 
with better figures expected for 
finale going. 

Revivals 


‘Macbeth,’ National (12th week) 
(D-1,162; $3.30). Slipped last week 
to slightly under $12,000; has an- 
other two weeks to play, then goes 
on the road. 

‘The Rivals,’ Shubert (4th week) 
(C-1,402; $3.30). Not faring as well 
as expected; around $13,000, but 
opening weeks were better; extend- 
ed stay not likely. 

‘Porgy and Bess,’ Majestic (3d 
week) (M-1,175; $2.75). Definitely 
aimed for money engagement; again 
got around $22,000, with virtual ca- 
pacity except midweek matinee. 

Gilbert and Sullivan, Joos Ballet, 
St. James (3d week) (1,520; $2.20). 
Slightly improved last week with 
favorable press on ‘Mikado’; around 
$9,500, which may better even break. 

‘Hedda Gabler,’ Longacre. Got 
very little; withdrawn after one 
week and a half. 


‘FATHER’ GETS OVER IN 
MILW: FOR BIG $28,000 


Milwaukee, Feb. 10. 

That this town goes for comedy in 
a big way was demonstrated again 
last week when ‘Life With Father,’ 
with Percy Waram and Margalo Gill- 
more, came into the Pabst for eight 
Practically 
sold out before it onened. the final 
count-up Saturday night (7) was es- 
timated $28,000 at $2.75 top, in 10 
performances. 

Next show due is Helen Hayes in 
‘Candle in the Wind’ (25-28), already 
a sell-out. 











Schenectady Denies 
Sunday Legit Shows 


Schenectady, N. Y., Feb. 19. 

A plan to legalize Sunday legit 
shows, in order that Schenectady 
defense workers at the General Elec- 
tric Co. and the American Locomo- 
tive Co. laboring around the clock 
six and, in some cases, seven days a 
week, might attend, has been re- 
jected by the City Council. D. H. 
Jones, head of a theatre group which 
proposed a winter stock program to 
entertain defense help, was opposed 
in his plea by several church groups 


at a public hearing. With three 
members absent, the council voted 
4 to 0 against the idea. Councilman 


William H. Dunn explained that it 
for the council to be 
guided by expressions of the city’s 
residents. 


Schenectady has permitted Sun- 


‘Road’ $17,000, Solid 
In 7th Balto Date 


Baltimore, Feb. 10. 
Seventh return of ‘Tobacco Road’ 
to Ford’s here last week scored with 
estimated $17,000 in 11 performances 


running | at $2.22 top in 1,500-seater 
ahead of previous week until wet eee : a a , 
weather affected business: held ‘ ‘ C Irrer ti Ange Street, with 
own at $9.500 ~daghe ne ey, Victor Jory and 
‘Papa Is All.” Guild (5th week) mrnes Cossart 
(C-956; $3.30) With ubscription j 
|support has been doing moderate | ,,,, es 
business; attendance this week T heatre ‘ $1 1,000, Hurt 
hould indicate staying chances; ‘ i ? 
$8,000 estimated | _ | By St. L. Rain and Blizz 
‘Solitaire,”, Plymouth (2d week) | 
ae Eb $3 es ater — St. Louis, Feb. 10. 
doubtful; first fi week aroun ‘ se aaa . , : ‘ 
| $4.000: indicated it ; stay ng th S Theatre. with C ornelia Otis Skin- 
’ ’ 2 | alet is mle | it . 
LAS i ES ae . ij ner in the top role, wound up one- 
week for picture rights. | week stand at the Aimer! theat 
‘Spring Again,’ Playhouse (13th Rene S © american tneatre 





week) (CD-865; $3.30). Claimed to 
have picked up and shaded $9,000; 
was reported ready for touring, but 
intention is to play into spring. 

‘Sons o’ Fun,’ Winter Garden (10th 
week) (R-1,519; $4.40). If any vari- 
ance in attendance it was slight,and 
front-runner again approximated 
$40,000. 

‘The Flowers of Virtue,’ Royale. 
Opened Thursday (5) and drew 


mild press; was withdrawn Satur- 
day. 
‘They Shoulda Stood in Bed,’ 


Mansfield (C-1,050; $3.30). Present- 
ed by Sam H. Grisman and Alex- 
ander H. Cohen; written by Leo Rif- 
kin, Frank Tarloff and David Shaw: 
opening postponed twice; announced 
for Friday (13). 

‘Watch on the Bhine,’ Martin Beck 
(45th week) (D-1,120: $°.20).. Due to 





Saturday (7) with only fair b.o. ree- 
ord. Eight performances, at $2.80 
top, grossed approximate $11,000. 
Rain and wind storm on one night 
and near blizzard on another hurt 
biz and offset raves by crix. 
‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ 
one-week stay Sunday (8). 


opened 


‘Clandia’ Troune Folds 


Kansas City. Feb. 10. 
‘Claudia,’ with: Elaine Ellis in the 
name role, folded here after four 





' performances in the Music Hall of 


| night performances 


the auditorium. Three 


and matinee (5- 


municipal 


|7) brought estimated sorry, $4,200 at 
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IRVING KAHAL 


Irving Kahal, 40, songwriter, died 


of uremic poisoning at his New 
York home Feb. 7. 

Further detaiis in the Music sec- 
tion. | 


in 
that city last week after a long ill- 


Steinberg, Inc., died 


of A. & S. 
ness. Steinberg had been a well- 
known figure along Pittsburgh's Filn 
Row for nearly a quarter of a cen- 
tury, starting from scratch and 
building one of the most successful 


| supply businesses in tri-state area. 


JAMES F. HANLEY 

James F. Hanley, 49, songwriter, 

died Feb. 8 in his Douglaston, N. Y., 
home from a heart attack. 

Further details in the Music sec- 

tion. | 


| 


HARRY J. HOLLIDAY 


Harry J. Holliday, 86, retired actor | 
who played in Jarrett & Palmer's) 
productions at the Niblo and Booth | 
theatres, New York, died in a sana- | 
torium in Amityville, L. L, Feb. 3.| 
He had previously been living at the | 
Percy Williams Home, East Islip, | 
L. I. 

Holliday appeared in New York in| 
1885 with John T. Raymond in a 
play called ‘In Chancery.’ Later in| 
the ’80s, in New York with A. M. | 
Palmer’s Madison Square Theatre | 
Company, he played in ‘Saints and | 
Sinners, ‘Jim the Penman’ and 
‘Heart of Hearts.’ He also appeared 
at Wallack’s with Daniel Frohman’s 
company at the Lyceum, N. Y., as 
well as in support of Richard Mans- 
field, E. S. Willard, E. H. Sothern 
and Olga Nethersole. Holliday ap- | 
peared at the Standard, N. Y., 
around the turn of the century in 
‘The Virginian,’ later touring with 
this play for about nine years. He 
performed with Frances Starr in 
*Marie-Odile’ and with Grace George 
in ‘Legend of Leonora.’ 

Widow and daughter survive. 


PAWNEE BILL 
Major Gordon W. (Pawnee Biil) | 





Lillie, 81, frontiersman and wild | 
west showman once a partner of| 
Buffalo Bill (Cody) in wild west} 


| 


shows, died in Pawnee, Okla., Feb. 3. | 
Lillie had been ill for several years, | 
ever since he was in an auto acci-| 
dent that killed his wife, May Lillie, | 
rifle marksman and equestrienne. 

Major Lillie’s name was common- | 
ly associated with such other famous 
frontiersmen as* Wild Bill Hickok | 
and Bat Masterson. He had one of 
the largest privately owned buffalo 
herds in America on his ranch near | 
Pawnee, where -he spent his last 
years after retiring from show busi- 
ness. 

Lillie, the last of the leaders of 
the ‘Oklahoma Boomers,’ organized | 
the ‘Cherokee Strip Boomers’ in 1893 | 
and led the opening of the strip, a | 
narrow section of land in northern | 
Oklohoma. 





BILLY LANDON 

Billy Landon, 68, trap drummer, | 
who played in many legitimate and | 
vaudeville theatres, toured with 
John Philip Sousa’s band  and| 
Buffalo Bill’s Wild West Circus and | 
performed with the Boston Sym- | 
phony Orchestra, was found dead in | 


roadside inn, Landon’s Music Box. 
In recent years Landon, a native of 
Germany, had been a one-man band 
at this spot in Westerlo, Albany 
County. 

Deceased got into trouble the day 
Germany invaded Poland. A Polish 
bartender and waitress whipped him 
into such a fury, he blasted away at 


them with a_ shotgun, inflicting | 
minor wounds on the _ bartender. 
Landon was convicted in Albany 


County Court of first degree assaul 
A Len) 
and was sentenced to a term of five 


to 10 years in prison. He was 
paroled |ast October. 
OSCAR F. GOULD 


Oscar F. Gould, 82, pioneer show- 


man and former theatre manager 
in Dallas, Fort Worth and other | 
cities, died Feb. 2 at a Fort Worth 


hospital after a long illness. 

‘Governor’ Gould, as he was 
known to the theatrical world, quit 
selling groceries as a youth to play 
a trombone in a band. Soon he be- 
came a theatre manager. Later he 
took his own opera players to the 
road, offering such old melodramas 
as ‘The Little Outcast’ and ‘Nellie 
the Newsgirl’. 

Survivors include three _ sons, 
Harry, manager of the Palace the- 
atre; Dan Gould, chief projectionist 
at the Worth theatre, and Oscar C., 
head of the Palace art department, 
all of Fort Worth. 





ABE STEINBERG 
Abe Steinberg, 53, veteran Pitts- 
burgh theatre supply man and 
founder and senior ,partner of firm 


a Ray 


bed in Albany last week. He had re- 


cently closed, for the winter, his| mage her debut at the Met in 1904 
| and 


oe Pe A Aa Te Mle A nee 


In addition to his widow and one 
daughter, Norma Jean, he leaves a 
sister and two brothers, Manuel and 
Samuel, both of whom were in busi- 
ness with him. 


RONALD L. K’LLEY 


Ronald L. Kelley, 28, until last 
June manager of the Music Box, 
Seattle, was killed in action recently 
when the tanker, Neches, was sunk 
by the Japs. 

Kelley grew up with the Hamrick- 
Evergreen circuit, advancing from 
doorman to manager. Last year he 
enlisted in the naval reserve and 
was called in June for active service. 
Previous letters from him to his | 
mother told about his being at Pearl 
Harbor during the first attack; later 
Wake Island, so his shit was in the 
thick of it until torpedoed. 





EDWARD MASSEY 


Edward Massey, 46, playwright 
and stage director, committed suicide 
by gas Feb. 8 in his N. Y. apartment. 
He had authored two plays, ‘Plots 
and Playwrights,’ produced in 1917 
with Katharine Cornell in the cast, 
and ‘Box Seats’ in 1928. Among 
plays he directed on Broadway were 
‘The Moon Is a Gong’ and ‘The Belt.’ 
His last N. Y. venture, in 1938, was 
the play ‘Michael Drops In,’ by Wil- | 
liam du Bois. 

Massey’s widow, actress Mary Fair 
Williams, told police he. husband | 
had been depressed by world con- 
ditions. 





LILYAN HAVILAND 


Mrs. Lawrence Haviland Georger, | 
52, known as Lilyan Haviland, con- | 
ductor of children’s radio programs, | 
died Friday (6) in Buffalo. She was | 
52. | 

Mrs. Georger ran the first chi. | 
dren’s series in Buffalo over old 
WMAK. Later she was on WBEN | 
and WEBR and her scripts of chil- | 
dren’s programs were syndicated 
over many stations. 

Survived by husband and a daugh- 
ter. 





C. W. (‘Red’) Sells, veteran circus 
clown, who left home at Cooleemee, 
N. C., as a youth to join the Sparks 
circus, died Jan. 28 in Chicago. 

Son of J. C. Sells, Cooleemee news- 
paper publisher, he trouped with 
Sells-Floto, John Robinson, Hagen- 
beck-Wallace and the Ringling cir- 
cuses., 


C. W. SELLS | 
| 


MME. JENNY NORELLI 
Madame Jenny Norelli, Swedish- 
born opera singer, who sang with 
Enrico Caruso at the Metropolitan 
Opera, died in Seattle Feb. 2. She 





later vocal studio 


Seattle for 20 years. 


ran a 


} 
| CLARA ST. PIERRE 


Clara St. Pierre, 76, stage and 
| screen actress, died Jan. 30 in Santa 
Monica, Cal., after a long illness. 
| Most of her early drama career was 
spent in her native Canada. Later 
| she toured the United States in stage 
plays and entere” *'ms 20 years ago 





MRS. FAY SIMMONS DAVIS 
| Mrs. Fay Simmons Davis, organist, 
| composer and music teacher, died 
| in Glen Ridge, N. J., Feb. 3. She 
| had also done extensive writing for 
| music publications. 
| Husband and son survive. 
JOHN J. MacINTYRE 
John James MacIntyre, 71, poet 
and songwriter, died in Summit, 
N. J., Feb. 8. He wrote the lyrics for 
‘Hearts and Flowers.’ 
Surviving is widow, daughter and 
two brothers. 
WM. E. GARRETT 
William E. Garrett, 64, for several 
years engaged in theatre and amuse- 
ment enterprises, died Jan. 29 in 
Greensboro, N. C. 


ERNEST SPRAGUE 
Ernest Sprague, 58, retired theatre 
manager, died in Los Angeles, 
Feb. 7. 





FRANK B. WILLIAMS 
Frank B. Williams, 73, blind lyric- 
ist who -wroté the wofds for “Just 
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| manager 
i Feb. 5 in Wilmington, Del. 


in 
| 


lone Word of Consolation,’ of which 
the Bing Crosby recording is a big 
seller on the jukeboxes, died in 
Harlem Hospital, New York, Feb. 6. 


George B. Abbott, 84, father of 
George Abbott,, producer, died in 
Hamburg, New York, last week. He 





ing county supervisor for 15 years 
and president of the Erie County 
Agriculture Society. 

James W. Wood, 33, with Horace 
Heidt’s orch for several years, and 
who for a time headed kis own or- 
chestra, died Feb. 1 at his home in 
Miiwaukee. 


Mother of Barney Gerard, screen 
writer and one-time burlesque ope- 
rator, died yesterday in Jamaica, 
N. Y. She was about 84. 


William Dehe, 56, cellist of the 


' San Francisco Symphony orchestra, 


died there Feb. 8. Surviving are 
widow and two daughters. 


Father of Leonard Vannerson, biz 
of Tommy Dorsey, died 





MARRIAGES 


Josephine Dural to John Sklenar, 
in Pittsburgh, Jan. 21. He’s assistant 
manager of Paramount theatre, 
Braddock, Pa. 

Sally Payne te Arthur F. Kelly, in 
Los Angeles, Jan. 31. Bride is film 
actress. 

Adele Palmer to George Batch- 
eller in Santa Ana, Cal., Feb. 7. 


{Bride is Republic Pictures stylist; 


he’s production supervisor for Pro- 
ducers Releasing Corp. 

Mae Sepes to Baskett Moss, in 
Evanston, Ill. He’s with NBC Central 
Division Special Events department. 

Carolyn Rayburn to Milton Kev- 
reson, Feb. 7, in Mitchell, S. D. Bride 
is a singer on WJR, Detroit. 

Doris Murphy to Wingy Manone, 
in Las Vegas, Nev., Jan. 26. He is 
band leader. 

Dorothy O’Neil to Earl Fredericks, 
Jan. 30, in Seattle. Bride is con- 
tinuity writer at KIRO, Seattle. 

Sarah Cunningkam to John Ran- 
dolph, in Chicago, Jan. 6. Both are 
legit players. 

Isobei Olmstead to Storrs Haynes, 
Jan. 31, in New York. Bride handles 
radio publicity for Compton agency; 
he’s script editor for same outfit. 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. James Porter, son, 
in Kansas City, Jan. 17. Father is in 
publicity department of KMBC, K.C. 

Mr. and Mrs. Harold Bernstein, 
son, in Cincinnati, Feb. 2. Father 
owns Plaza theatre, Norwood, O., and 
is director of Independent Theatre 
Owners of Chio. 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Pirosh, son, 
in Hollywood, Feb. 3. Father is 
Paramount film writer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Carleton Alsop, son, 





|} Carmen 


was leading citizen of the town, be- | Bert 





in Hollywood, Feb. 5. Mother is 
Martha Scott, film star; father is 
radio producer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Irving Cohen, son, in| 


Brooklyn, Feb. 7. Father is an at- 
torney for Paramount home office, 


| Mr. and Mrs. LaVon Urbanski, 

son, Jan. 30 in Los Angeles. Father 
heads Don Lee transcription depart- 
ment there. 


Mr. and Mrs. Frank Hall, daugh- 
ter, in New York, Feb. 8. Father is 
general stage manager of ‘Banjo 
Eyes, Broadway musical; mother 
was formerly Gertrude Cole of the 


stage. 








| Vaughn Paul 
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terms of her U contract. Her de- 
mand to make one outside picture a 
year remains unfulfilled. 


Upon return from a tour of army 
camps in Massachusetts, New Jersey, 
Delaware and Pennsylvania, she is 
slated to go to the Coast to resume 
work in ‘They Lived Alone,’ yarn 
for which Miss Durbin was slotted at 
the time she walked off the lot. 


Following ‘Alone’ she may appear 
in a remake of ‘Phantom of the 
Opera’ with either Lon Chaney (the 
jr. has been dropped) or Charles 
Laughton in support. In approxi- 
mately five years with Universal 
Miss Durbin has made 10 pictures. 
Her salary is currently reported to 
be around $4,000 weekly when 
| working, with her five-months lay- 
| off representing loss of over $80,000. 





| 


——- 

















Bills Next Week 








| - 
Vie Earlson 
Lido Venice 
Torrente 
Dagmar 
Hiarry McKay 
Thelmas 
Thunderbolts 
Eddie Blum Ore 
Little Rathskeller 
Eddy McKinley 
Harriet Cross 
Sally Keith 
Delta Rhythm Boys 
Victor Hugo’s Ore 
Lou's Chancellor Bar 
Mickey House 
Don Renolda (4) 
Mayos 
Betty Gaynor 
Sheila Starr 
Janice Reese 
Babe LaTour 
Louis Wright Ore 
Minstrel Tavern 
Barney & Lonfie 
Ed McGoldrick, Jr. 
Joe Lonegan 
Anita 
Margie 
Sally 
Sissy 
Ed 


March 
Foy 
Ginnle Loftus 
McGoldrick, Sr 
Moravian Bar 
Kenny Shafer (3) 
Dick Wade 
Curt Weiler (4) 
Neil Dieghan’s 
Linda Lief 
Norma Krieger 
Rhythm Maniacs 
Guardsmen & Mar'n 
Geo Marchetti Ore 
Taylors (2) 
Old Falls Tavern 
Jack Spangler 
Ruth Hale 
Al Kirkbride 
Jan & Anthony 
Billy Hayes’ Ore 
Open Door Cafe 
Joan Williams 
Jeannettes (10) 
Julia Cummings 
Frankie Schluth 
Viola Klaiss Ore 
Palumbo's 
Yvonettes 
Kaye & Greye 
Banks & Faye 
Biltmorettes 
Henry Patrick 
Johnny Cahill 
3 Peppers 
Philadelphia Hotel 
Vera Cruz 
Cliff & Carmody 
Isabelle Johnson 
Dick Wharton Ore 
Powelton Cafe 
Doe Smith 
Frank Ponte 
Nan O'Rourke 
Charlie Ray 
Rose Jovinelli 
Newt Parker Ore 
Red Hill Inn 
Valdez & Peggy 
Billy William 
Pat Purcell 
Suzettes 
Ritz Carlton 
Howard Ianin Ore 
Roman Grille 
Al Capron Ore 
June Van 
Arletta Dare 
Dave McHarris 
Gloria Dale 
Billy Kelley 
Rendezvous 
(Hotel Senator) 
Internaticaals (3) 





Beale St Boys 
Sam’s Cafe 
Great Lester 
Virginia Lewis 
Babe La Tour 
Miriam Allen 
3 King’s Rhythm 
Sliver Lake Inp 
Col Geo Reed 
Monya Alba 
Alice Lucey 
Duchess & Herman 
Carlos & Comencita 
Frank Hassel Ore 
Stamp’s 


Marty Wayne 
Helen Laurie 

Mae Laurie 

Rusty Sachs 
Eddie Dolan 

Helen Jerrico 
Continentals (4) 
Carol Phillips 

Sun Ray Gardens 
Beatrice & Danny 
Betty Hoffman 
Agnes Willis 

Don Anton Ore 
Flash Lane 

Carol Carre 

69th St. Rathskeller 


Bill Atkinson 
Perleta 
Elton Brown 
Ethel Whyde 
Helen Olcott 
Grace Hewson 
Tony Bennett Ore 
Swan Club 


Buddy Lewis 
2 Keys 
Notes of Rhythm 
Jess Altmiller 
Earl Derny Ore 
20th Century 
Thompson Bros 
3 Peppers 
Embassy Boys 
Sally La Mar 
Blanche Saunders 
A Strohman (3) 
Venice Grill 
Nick Varallo Ore 
Joe Altee 
Zola Gray 
Conchita & Antonio 
Peggy Heavens 
Warwick Hotel 
Roger Stanley Ore 
Weber’s Hof Brau 
Camden 
Sis Kramer 
Betty Barlow 
Ginger Harris 
Gibson Co 
Suzz Carroll 
Betty Carroll 
Bill Behney 
Norma Racine 
Temple City (4) 
Dave Pierson 
Pen Bannerman 
Jules Flacco’s Ore 
Syd Golden 
Raths’r Eldoradians 
Connie Nolan 
Wilson’s 
Joe Hough 
Art Mathues 
Ross & Ross 
Jones & Rea 
Diane Cooper 
Geo Baquet Ore 
Yacht Club 
Harry Holly 
Yacht Club Boys 
Victor Nelson Ore 
Josephine 


Yvonne Kerr 
Mary Love 
Al Gold 


CLEVELAND 


Alpine Village 
Mickey King 
Orpha Towle 
Del Kay 
Willie Matthias Ore 


Bob Copfer 
Eldorado Club 
Johnny Kaaihue O 
Freddie's Cafe 
Irving Dorenfield 

Margie Ray 
Manhattanettes 
Herb Ross Ore 
Gourmet Club 
Royal Hawaiians O 
Jules & Webb 
Hote! Allerton 
Joe Baldi Ore 
Hotel Carter 
Thixton Sprenger 
Ambassadors Ore 
Charles Wick 
Hotel Cleveland 
Art Jarret Or 
Hotel Fenway Hall 
Poison Gardner 


Book-Cadillac Hotel 
(Book Casino) 
|} Meta Stauder 
Frank Gagen Ore 
(Motor Bar) 
Dick Rock 
Bowery 
6 Diplomats 
4 Franks 
Rochelle & 
D 
I 
| 





Bebe 


Rossin 


elores & 
"addy Cliff 
Arden Danc 
King 


Johnny 
’ C'arti ’ 


Charlie arliste 
Benny Resh Ore 
Casanova 
DeMilo & Marr 
Blair & Barnett 
Annette Ross 
| Jessica Garwood 
Lee Walters Orc 
Club Congo 
Bob Parrish 
Larry Steele 
Candy & Pepper 
Margaret Watkins 
Tondelayo & Lopez 
Singing Weavers 
Congo Orc 
Earl Dancer 
Corktown Tavern 
Don Harris 
Hart & Allison 
Panchita Villa 
Phil Skillman Ore 
Frontier Ranch 
Denny McCurtin 
Gloria Shayne 
Madelon Lewis 
Tucker & Tremaine 
Geo Bell bs 
Rancheros Ore 
Irving Spector 
Grand Terrace 
Gloria Parker Ore 
Earl Parchman 
Haymarket 
Dick Hughes 
Phelps & Cullenbine 
Starr & Maxine 
Dick Drake 
Charmettes Ore 








Coralli 

Hotel Hollenden 
Carolyn Marsh 
Lester O'Man 


Peggy & Moro 
Vicki Nevada 
Sammy Watkins Ore 
Hotel Statier 
Clint Noble Ore 
La Conga Club 
Freddie Carlone Ore 
Lindsay’s Skybar 
Kokomo 
Ray Raysor 
Sue Sanders 
Hal Simpson 
Monaco’s Cafe 
Judith & Jacques 
Charl’e Lambertson 
Julianna 
Mario’s Ore 
Regal Club 
Ducky Malvin 
3700 Club 
Joey Bishop 
Bert Gilbert 
Don Walsh 


Ore 


Ore 


DETROIT 


Hund’s 

Sun Val Serenaders 
London Chop House 
Connie Barleau 
Chet Everhart 
Ruby Ore 

Club Mayfair 
Marty Joyce 
Caro! Crane 
Mervin Jensen 
Dorothy Gerron 
Phil Olsen Ore 
Mickey's 
Meagher 
R Jenk! 


silly 
Charles & 
La Temple 
Ray Vincent 
Delores Lamont 
Mickeyettes 
Joe Banket Ore 
Nebiolo’s 
Fay & Andre 
Johnny Policy 
Laskey Sis 
Clem Hawkins 
Leonard Seel Ore 
Northwood Ina 
Dale Rhodes 
Theresa Rudolph 
Don Amato 
Ray Carlin Ore 
Olde Wayne Club 
Charles Costello Ore 
McColl! Sis 
Palm Beach 
Les Palmer 
Clark & Van 
Harbers & Dale 
Monnie Drake 
(Lenox Arms) 
Don Pablo Orc 
Penobscot Club 
Patricia Willis 
Diane Dale 
Pamela Britton 
Don Royale Ore 
Huck’s Redford Inn 
Mac McGraw Orc 
Royale 
Alice Dawn 
Tip Top Dance 


ns 





Plerce & Harris 
Estelle Sloaa 


Continued from page 42 











li Stnith Dane 
Max & Gang 
Aylene Mason 
Skeeter Palmer Ore 
Statler Hotel 


Pancho Ore 
Saks 
Buddy Lester 


Georges & Annette 
Ron & M Norman 
Ch'lotte Lamberton 
Marian Powers 
Leonard Seeil Ore 
San Diego 
Gene Emerald 
Glenn Dale 
The Bordens 
Dotty Sloan 
Cliff Arvin 
Al Alexander Ore 
Stevadora 
Good & Goody 
Great Seigfreid 
Eddy Shepherd 
Jack Thomas Ure 


The Tropics 
Johnny Pineapple rs) 


Tapu 
Vernes 
Billy Martin 
Ruth Mann 
Carlotta & My 
Edith Mitchell 
Jack Nelson Ore 
Whittier Hotel 
(Gold Cub Room) 
Herman Fine 
: Wonder Bar 
Josephine Can 
Manuel Lopez a 
Sammy Dibert Ore 
509 Club 
Dale Rhodes 
Di Giovanni 
Good & Goody 
Dottie Ard 
Jean Moore 
Joy & Juanita 
Delia & Drigo 
Horace Houck Ore 


PITTSBURGH 


Anchorage 
Maynard Dean Ore 
Arlington Lodge 
Phil Cavezza Ore 
June Gardner 
Fran Rago 
Balconades 
H Fritschie Ore 
Don Andre 
Obie Obinauff 
Olive Osborne 
Bill Green’s 
Jeannie Regal 
Billy Carmichael 
Brad Hunt Ore 
Blue Ridge Inn 
Lou Lucky Ore 
Benny Austin 
Harry Manning 
Cornell Cooper 
Sylvia Starr 
Boogie-Woogte Club 
Boog Sherman 
Maxie Simon 
Harry Comorada 
Buddy Blaine 
J Comorada 
Club Petite ~ 
Piccolo Pete Ore 
Patti Gene 
Georgie Claire 
J & L Marks 
Cork and Sottle 
Nelson Maples 
Colenial 
Eddie Weitz Ore 
Gerry Richards 
Eddie Peyton’s 
Kenny Clark Ore 
51 Club 
Lyda Rodnok 
Ray Enclert 
Pat McCauley 
Hotel Fort Pitt 
Ken Bailey Orc 
Johnny Mitchell 
Herry Walton 
Jessie Wheatley 
Hotel Hen 
(Silver Grill) 
Dorothy Matthews 
Escorts 
(Gav 90's) 
Dorothy Nesbitt 
Hotel 7th Avenue 
Mike Barker 4 
Hotel Roosevelt 
Art Baker 4 
Jole 
Carole Daye 
Hotel Schenley 
Billy Hinds Ore 
Joy Lind 
Hotel Wm Pern 
(Chatterbox) 
Baron Elliott Ore 


Mary Krieg 
Jackie McCarthy 
Babe Rhodes 
Dick Mack 
Billy Douglas 
Pee Wee Louig 
Sonny Faigen 
(Continental Bar) 
Frank Andrini 4 
Merry-Go-Round 
Gary Lee Ore 
Jeanne Boaz 
Bill Shaffer 


New Hillcrest 
Benny Burton Ore 
Setty Lee 
Skip Nelson 

Nixon Cafe 
Al Marisco Ore 
Bob Carter 
Hankane & Lonya 
Penton Sis 
Dell Ohre! 
Kretlow Dane 

Orchard Inna 
Rudy Gale Ore 

Oasis 
Charlie Laun Ore 
Pines 
Don Rutter 
Bill LeRoy Ora 

Squirrel Coop 
Tiny Miller 
Joey Reynolds 
Dale Harkness 
Ted Delmonico 
Biddie Miller 

Yacht Club 
H Middleman Ore 
Jackie Heller 
Van Kirk 
McKays 
Don Ostro Ore 
Sandra 
4 Adorables 
Birdie Dean 
Frank Marlowe 
Shirley Heller 

Sky-Vue 
Clyde Knight 
Fran Eichler 
Janet Lee 

Union Grill 
Sammy Walters 
Frank Natals 
Mike Sandretto 

Villa Madrid 
Etzi Covato Ore 
Mark Lane 
Michael Strange 
Texas Tommy 
Wonder Pony 
Sherry Marsh 
Rurns & White 
Purnell Danc 


BOSTON 


Beachcomber 
Harry Morrissey Ore 
Chico Simone Ore 
Dagmar 
Jack & Lorraine 
Golden Pair 
Beach-charmers (5) 

Blinstrub’s 
Peter Bodge Ore 
Boyd Heathen 
Nick & Vicki Collins 
Ada & Her Pals 
Artini & Consuelo 

Club Mayfair 
Ranny Weeks Oreo 
Nick Jerret Ore 
John Boles 
Mildred Law 
Lucienne & Ashour 

Club Vanity Fair 
Joey Masters Orc 
Madel’e Harrington 
Stella Ray 
Ginnie O'Keefe 

Cocoanut Grove 


Mickey Alpert Ore 
Don Rico Ore 
Buster Keim Rev 
Billy Paine 


Marianne Francis 
Evelyn Martin 
Fay & Wellington 
Harold & Lola 
(Melody Lounge) 
Gertrude Woodsum 
Herb Lewis 
Copley Plaza 
(Sheraton Room) 
Tommy Tucker Ore 
Amy Arnell 
Donald Brown 
Kerwin Somerville 
Dr Rolf Passer 
(Merry-Go-Round) 
Mark Gilbert 3 
Crawford House 
Freddy Rubin Ore 
Crawfordettes 
Sally Keith 
Vera Lamont 
York & Tracy 
Bobby Bernard 
Marya Breen 
Fox & Hounds 
Milton George Oro 
(Rhumba Casino 
Room) 
Charles Wolk Ore 
Hi-Hat 
Pete Herman Ore 
Terry Andre 
Frank Petty 
Hotel Bradford 
(Circus Room) 
Lucille & J Maloney 
Hotel Brunswick 
(Bermuda Terrace) 
(yde Lucas Ore 
Hotel Essex 
Ken Travers Ore 
Jack Manning Ore 
Billy Kelly 
Ada Marova 
Rill Groin 
Vin Daley 
Jean Monti 
Eleanor Boland 
Hotel Lenox 
Bob Hardy Ore 
Kay Ivers 
Hotel Minerva 
Bunny McVey Orc 
Barbara Douglass 
Hotel Somerset 
| (Balinese: Reom) 





Libby 
Rolly Rolls 
Harry Marshard O 
Hotel Statler 
(Terrace Room) 
Leighton Noble Ore 
(Cafe Rouge) 
Salvy Cavicchio Ore 
Hotel Vendome 
(Fife & Drum Km) 
Jolene 
Victory 3 
Terry Pepin 
International Cafe 
Ted Crowley Ore 
Norman Bolster 
Jan Stalling 
George Allen 
Billy Hunt 
Ken Club 
Farren Bros Ore 
Russ Howard 
Jerry & Lillian 
Latin Quarter 
Anthony Bruno Ore 
Rhumboliers Ore 
Don Richards 
Walter Donahue 
Sibyl Bowan 
Mazzone-Abbott D 
Equillo Bros 
Wally Wanger Gls 
(Lounge Bar) 
Hum & Strum 
Escudero & La Plata 
Miami Grove 
Jimmy McHale Ore 
Lennie Fitz 
Tom Chales 
Ella May W 
Phillips & Br 
Charles Homer! 
Georgine steve 
Arthur Martel 
Rio Casino 
George Harris Ore 
Kay Doyle 


Holman 


ters 


een 


nes 


Harrison Aulger 
Barbara Lee 
Tom Brooks 
Carl Hoffman 
Patrick Rogers 
Louise Sherwood 


Jane Giddings 
Don Muckel 
Benny Prohan 
Al Ferguson 
Helen Carrol 
Buster Keim 
Maro & Chita 
France & Lapell 
(Garden Lounge) 
Mai & F Dearbos 
Steuben’s 
(Vienna Room 
Lew Conrad Ore 
Don & Darrow 
Nancy Day 
Doris Abbott 
Jimmy Marr 
Adele Corey 
The Cave 
Don DiBona Ore 
Jack Fisher 
Tamara Dorlva 
Sally Dobbs 
Pir-ettes (5) 
Adele Corey 
Tic-Toc 
Les Hite Ore 
Tiny Sinclair 
Purants 
Howard Fuller & Sis 
Tremont Plaza 
Dube Lorenzo Ore 


Rev 
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Broadway 





Earl Carroll plans a_ spring 
musical. ; ; 

Show biz barrister Lee Bleich in 
M‘. Sinai hospital. 

Barney Balaban too busy to take 
a Florida vacation this year, : 

vard G. Robinson spending a 

PB aie vacash in New York. 

Jean Muir trained to Hollywood 
on a tentative one-picture deal. 


Symph conductor Lehman Engel 
will be drafted in the Army around 
March 15. 

John Mullens, formerly of the A. H. 
Woods office, gravely ill at St. Eliza- 
beth’s hospital. 

Cy Mann, ex-Xavier Cugat man- 
ager, now aide to Wally Downey in 
his booking agency. 

Victor Mature-Martha Stephenson 
Kemp splitup no surprise to their 
Stork Club intimates. 

Tim Gale, Moe's brother and prez 
of Gale Agency, a subsid of Gale, 
Inc., due for the Army. 

Oscar Serlin planed to Coast Fri- 
day (6) in search of leads for his 
play, ‘The Moon Is Down.” 

Jack Allman out of Dwyer’s Saw- 
dust Trail, Broadway nitery, to open 
own place at Brighton Beach. 

Music Box slated to relight next 
month with revival of ‘Kiss for Cin- 
derella,’ starring Luise Rainer. 

Leda Bauer, RKO’s eastern story 
editor, is recuperating in the French 
hospital from an appendix slicing last 
week. 

Gloria Safier, former press agent, 
has joined the ranks of the agents. 
Now associated with Paul Small's 
office. 

H. Allen Smith goes to Hollywood 
next month on assignment by Satur- 
day Evening Post to do story on Bing 
Crosby. 

Dick Mealand, Paramount’s east- 
ern story editor, leaves tonight 
(Wednesday) on skiing vaecatjon in 
Canada. 

Grad Sears away from his desk 
at Unit¢l Artists until next Monday 
(16) while he visits his ill son in 
Palm Beach. 

Carl Leserman has horticultural 
problems. at his Harrison, N. Y., 
manse, now that his gardener looks 
set to be drafted. 

Edward J. Miller, IATSE repre- 
sentative for the Texas territory at 
Houston, left Saturday (7) after con- 
ferences in New York. 

Don Higgins, publicity head at the 
March of Time under Al Sindlinger, 
ad-publicity chief, may be eailed 
into active military service shortly. 

Owen Davis, Sr., operated on in 


4. 





New York for gall bladder condition 


yesterday (Tuesday). Owen Davis, 


} 


Jr., takes physical exam for Army | 


next week. 

St. Valentine’s Day marks the 25th 
anniversary of Rose and Julian T. 
Abeles, theatrical attorney, 


and | 


they’re celebrating it at *heir Green- | 7 
nick agency to handle story material 


wich manse. 
Jules Levey plans pulling out this 
week for several southern 


points | 


where ‘Hellzapoppin’ is playing or | 


booked, a Miami date with the sun- | i 
shine to follow, 
Dick Walsh, president of the 
ATSE, favors a drink made of 

grenadine and soda which he hit 


upon in the first world war in France 
as a substitute for water. 

. Johnny Gree n salvaged four tunes 
irom his original George Marion, Jr. 
score, which Mike Todd was to have 
produced, but which becomes a 
George Abbott show in the fall. 


Some of the unknown characters | 


on ‘Dream Street’ (44th) whom Bob 

(News) Sylvester glorified so ex- 
Pertly in a recent Satevepaost have 
now gained stature as neo-celebs. 

Two of the Lombardos’ 
looked forward to a Miami 
Yacation, but a band booking deal 
there fe]] through; the band con- 
tinues at the Roosevelt:until Apri! 

Phil Regan, now hibernating in 
Miami Beach where he closed at the 

lympia, shifts into the Lookout 
Ouse, near Cincinnati, Feb. 24 for 
‘wo weeks, as forerunner of a series 
of nitery bookings. 

Carl E. Milliken, acting foreign 
manager of the Motion Picture Pro- 
ducers & Distributors Assn.., 
from Washington where he repre- 
Sented the film business in negotia- 


tions in progr 
— gress on new trade pact 
With Peru. . P 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 








Arthur Levy in town ahead of Ch: 
ter nA ‘Angel Street.’ 

- Lunt has resigned as press 

oeey for Reggie Wilson at Roosevelt 


Esther Jane Cor joi 
yell has joined 
Baty house staff as assistant to Mary 


Warner Club will hold annual din- 


pos at the William Penn hote! 


Tex Ritter 
@round tri-s 
of personals, 

Stanley 


and his cowboy troupe 
tate territory for series 


wives | 
Beach | 





back | 





combo of Ethel Waters and Duke 
Ellington’s band, 


Gene Autry booked into the Gar- 
dens with his rodeo for six days be- 
ginning April 16. 

Dr. Kenneth Aiken Gardner, hus- 
band of Wahneta Gardner, of M-G 
office, died recently. 


Monogram manager Mark Gold- 
man down more than 20 pounds 
since his recent illness. 

Sgt. Fred Welker, former NBC 
man on the Coast, is U.S. Marines’ 
new publicist in this district. 

Johnny Harris and his mother have 
left for Florida. She’ll stay all win- 
ter; he’ll be back in 10 days. 

Midget Chuck Stein, receptionist 
in Harris office, named official mas- 
cot of Marines, Pittsburgh division. 

Cliff Daniel, program director at 
WCAE, back on job again after be- 
ing hospitalized several weeks with 
strep throat. 

Etzi Covato pulls out for Miam) 
vacation as soon as his Villa Madrid 
partner, Mike Mborra, returns from 
honeymoon there. 

Gray Carpenter, son of Braddock, 
Pa, exhib, now chief petty officer in 
Navy’s public relations 
at Jacksonville air base. 








Hollywood 


Judy Garland laid up with throat 
trouble. 

Hedy Lamarr’s mother arrived 
from Europe. 

Jimmie Fidler’s column dropped 
by the L. A. Times. 

Nancy Kelly granted a divorce 
from Edmond O'Brien. 

Johnny Mack Brown on six-week 
stage tour of southern states. 

Edmond O’Brien sued for $10,213, 
the result on an auto crash. 

Dave Chandler checked out of 
Warners publicity department. 

Ellen Drew to Washington to join 
her husband, Capt. Sy Bartlett. 

Joan Crawford back from eastern 
vacation to resume picture work. 

H. A. McDonnell. Columbia studio 
manager, parted with his tonsils. 

Sidney R. Kent, 20th-Fox prexy, 
soaking up sunshine at Palm Springs. 

Bessie Love filed $30,452 back ali- 
mony suit against William B. Hawks. 

Col. Nathan Levinson back at War- 
ners after four weeks in Washing- 
ton. 

Sally Rand touring at the head of 
a unit through Utah, Idaho and Colo- 
rado. 

Herman Wobber and Tom Connors 





touring 20th-Fox Pacific Coast ex- 
changes. 
Harry Hamm resigned from the 


Myron Selznick agency to return to 
England. 

Eddie Featherstone, film 
signed up for his second war with 
the Navy 

Hugh King joined the Myron Selz- 


and writers. 

Gregory La Cava’s step-daughter, 
Jane. making her film debut in ‘Lady 
n a Jam’ at Universal. 

Broderick Crawford back on the 
job at Universal after several days 
off with an injured back. ; 

Joe Rivkin donning an Army unl- 
form and turning over his clients to 
Dave Thompson for the duration. 

Sam Wood hosting kids from or- 
phahages at the ball park during 
filming of ‘Pride of the Yankees.’ 

John Farrow to Palm Springs to 
recuperate from _ illness incurred 
while serving in the Canadian Navy 

Herbert Gibson, veteran stunt flier 
in pictures, was handed a flight lieu- 
tenant’s commission in the 
Canadian Air Force. 

Dolores Del Rio returned to the 
cast of ‘Journey Into Fear’ at RKO- 
Pathe after holding up filming for a 
week through illness 

Babe Ruth arrived in town to play 
himself in the Samuel Goldwyn film, 
‘Pride of the Yankees,’ depicting the 
career of Lou Gehrig. 


Havana 


Cifesa, distributor of Spanish 


| films, out of business. 





| 


| 


ediekering foristage anit ' publicist at 


Metro holding its annual Arthur 
Loew drive beginning in March. 

‘Gone With the Wind’ setting new 
marks in several neighborhood thea- 
tres. 

Almost 
artists appears in 
‘Romance Musical.’ 

Heliodoro Garcia back from South 
America. Brought print of Mexican 
picture starring Sofia Alvarez. a 

Paramount will celebrate its 25th 
anniversary in Cuba during the 
months of April and May, 1942. 

Manuel Alonso now producing the 
Noticiario Nacional (newsreel) after 
breaking away from CMQ-El Criso] 
reel. 

Candido Galdo and Samuel Ben- 
susan, new Monogram franchise 
holders, opened spacious and modern 
offices 

Juan 


staff of CMQ 
Cuban film, 


the entire 
new 


foreign 
for the 


Metro 
office 


Menendez, 
the home 


department 


| 
| 


se 12 years, back in his native | 


avana with family. 


Amado Trinidad, cigaret manu- 


facturer and owner of the RHC | 


radio chain, is now an exhibitor also. 
Has taken over the Campoamor 


theatre. 
Miami Beach 


Bill Brandt here. 

Harry Richman bolstering the late- 
hour biz at the Latin Quarter. 

Lord Tarleton hotel broke 
newsreels, along with the Latin 
Quarter, on the President’s Ball. 

_ Abe Lyman, loyal to Jennie Gross- 
inger, a resident at latter’s hostelry. 

The joints hollering, ‘Give us a 
few sets of dice and a few tables. 
never mind the headliners, and we'll 
do business.” 

Ben Gaines is emulating the Lord 
Tarleton’s show biz technique and 
getting some of the show bunch into 
his Vanderbilt hotel. 

Ted Collins (Kate Smith) flashing 
pals that he caught a 67 and 81- 
pound tarpon in Florida waters; has 
the certificate, photos, etc., to prove 
it. 








Memphis 
By Harry Martin 

Jack Dailey in to bally ‘Sullivan's 
Travels.’ 

Golden Gloves getting 
nice play. 

Eddy Howard orch follows Dick 
Himber at Hotel Peabody Feb. 18. 

Civic Theatre’s next production 
will be ‘See My Lawyer’ Feb. 26-27, 
Robert Jones directing. 

Earle Crotchett, Universal news- 
reel cameraman, joined Uncle Sam 
for active photographic duty. 

Southwestern University drama 
prof, H. Barrett Davis, planning 
show for tour of neighboring Army 
camps. 

Glen Garr band did one-night Red 
Cross benefit in Claridge Hotel Ba- 
linese room evening before regular 
opening there. 

Herb Pickman three-sheeting ‘Re- 
member the Day.” Visited by brother. 
Milt Pickman, Ted Lewis’ manager. 
heading west for business confab 
| with Tommy Dorsey. 


slugfests 





Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 





Betty 
bride. 
Twin City Variety club to stage 


Phelps of Paramount a 





actor, 


Royal | 


affair for Red Cross benefit. 
| Lowell Kaplan, Welworth circuit 
| booker, entering armed forces. 


| Harry Hirsch again handling 
Policemen’s benefit show at Audi- 
| torlum, 
| Star Journal again sponsoring 
|Golden Glove tournament at Audi- 
| torium. 

Cliff Gill, 20th-Fox exploiteer, 
selling ‘Swamp Water’ as horror 
picture. 


Twin City Variety club held party 


for June March, Hirsch-Katz bur- 
lesque star at Alvin. 

Orpheum has Jan Savitt and 
Sammy Kaye underlined for Feb. 27 
and March 6, respectively. 

Norman Pyle, M-G exploiteer, put 
on invitation prevue showings of 
‘Vanishing Virginian’ at Rochester 
and Duluth. Minn 


With Bobby Riggs and Frankie 


Kovacs out because of _§ illness, 
Budge-Perry tennis show at Audi- 
torium drew onlv 1,200. After ex- 
penses less than $200 for performers 
remained. 





Eddy Concert Top 


Continued from page l——— 









Jan Peerce, Lauritz Melchior, Ezio 
Pinza, Lotte Lehmann, Jan Kiepura, 














House Reviews 








FLATBUSH, B’KLYN 


ren, in his guitarist seat, was beire 
carelessly boisterous or whether it 
Was just part of a comedy gag with 
Breese. 

Rod Rogers’ comedy is rather tame. 


the | although he shows considerable tal- 
| ent. 


‘March of the Wooden Soldiers’ rou- | 


Best thing that he does is a 
tine that, however, is not as good as 
that done for many years by Emile 
Boreo, He's also a comedy singer 
and gagster. Lack of material seems 
to be his biggest snag. 

Moore and Revel are still click 
with their novelty ballroom routines. 
Their opener, a cavaleade of ball- 
room dancing, is particularly sock. 
The comedy stuff is deft, also over 
big. The Adrian Rollini Trio re- 
mains an entertaining musical com- 
bination of bass violin, Rollini at the 
vibes and guitar. Their attire, how- 
ever, should be switched for north- 
ern winter bookings: it just isn’t 
tropical enough presently in Brook- 
lyn for white dinner jackets. 

Naka. 


TOWER, K. C. 





Kansas City, Feb. 7. 

Ted Lewis Orch with Gertrude 
Erdey, Geraldine & Joe, Dorothy Teil, 
June Edwards, Biair Sisters (3), 
Charles ‘Snowball? Whittier: ‘Blue, 
White and Perfect’ (20th). 

Since 1915, when he played as a 
blackfaced comic in burlesque at the 
oki Gayety, Ted Lewis has been 
playing Kansas City almost annually. 
His present stand comes less than 10 
months after his last previous ap- 
pearance here, and it’s a tribute to 
this perennial performer that he 
again had them eating out of his 


hand Friday night (6). The 61 
minutes are generously sprinkled 
with vocal and instrumental pop 
music, old and new, talented 


specialty performers and the time- 
tested, nostalgic stock of Lewis’ own 
tricks, Present show tops somewhat 
his last stand here and is ringing 
merriest tune boxoffice has had in 
many weeks. 

As m.c. or in putting over his old 
familiar songs, Lewis is onstage 
throughout the hour, beginning with 
his ‘Hat with the Silver Lining’ 
through ‘When My Baby Smiles at 
Me’ near opening and ‘Me and My 


| Shadow’ with dusky Charles ‘Snow- 


ball’ Whittier nearer closing. Also 
carrying a newer specialty, ‘Leader 
of an Army Band,” which ine.udes 
medley of ‘Last Time I Saw Paris’ 
and ‘Berkeley Square,’ leading into 
shadow number with Whittier 
latter’s ‘Bojangles’ mimicry. All em- 
bellished with Lewis’ usual mon- 
ology, parodying and genera! clown- 
ing. 

Early in the show Gertrude Erdey 
does taps, a conga routine and a 
modern tap, and next to closing she 
has a shoulder and hip-shaking turn. 
Following Miss Erdey’s first entry 
Dorothy Tell sings a brace of tunes, 


‘Let’s Be Buddies’ and ‘My Mother 
Will Love You,” from ‘Panama 
Hattie.” Midway, Geraldine and Joe 


take over in a semi-eccentric sailor’s 
tap, an intensive acrobatic turn by 
Joe, novelty vocal by Geraldine and 


a comedy conga by both that winds 
up with Joe in a spinning headstand 
that clinches it. 

Nearer closing June Edwards’ con- 


tortions are spotted. She’s ac- 
complished at the regular torso 
bender’s stunts and features back- 
bending. It’s solid audience appeal. 
Blair Sisters’ trio, who work in 
background throughout show, get 
|} their own inning on ‘I-A in the 


| ‘St. Louis Blues,” ‘Hi 


Helen Jepson, Alexander Kipnis, 
Bidu Sayao, Josephine Antoine, 
Slisabeth Rethberg, Giovanni Marti- 
nelli, Richard Bonelli, Allan Jones 
Salvatore Baccaloni, Rose Bampton, 
| Dorothy Maynor, Frederick Jagel, 
James Melton, Charles Kullman, Jar- 
mila Novotna, John Brownlee, Don- | 
ald Dickson, Igor Gorin, Bruna Cas- | 
tagna and Lawrence Tibbett. 


' Serkin, 


| Nathan 


| Emanuel 


Pianists 
Rachmaninoff, Vladimir Horowitz, 
Josef Hofmann, Harold Bauer, Ethel 
Bartlett and Rae Robertson, Alex- 
ander Brailowsky, Rudolf Ganz, Jose 


|Iturbi, Igor Stravinsky, Egon Petri, 


Robert Casadesus, Josef and Rosina 
Lhevinne, Moritz Rosenthal, 
Rubinstein, Artur Schnabel, Rudolf 
Walter Gieseking, Guiomar 
Novaes, Perey Grainger, Fray and 
Braggiotti and Vronsky and Babin. 
Violinists would inelude Yehudi 
Menuhin, Jascha Heifetz, Joseph Szi- 
geti, Mischa Elman, Albert Spalding, 
Milstein, Erica Morini, 
Adolph Busch, Robert  Virovai, 
Toscha Seidel, Ruggiero Ricci 
Efrem Zimbalist. Others 
Feverman and 


include 
Gregor 


| Piatigorsky, cellists; Andres Segovia, 
guitar; Carlos Salzedo, harpist, and | 


Wanda Landowska and Yella Pessl, 


ichordists 


harps 


in this class include Sergei | 


Artur | 


Army.’ Toni Todd, who works duo 
of conga songs in finale, has been 
known locally as Thelma Whitten. 
Band itself has various innings on 
Neighbor’ and 
‘Anvil Chorus,’ and some boys make 
up an ensemble to work out a Dixie- 


land Band routine. The long stand- 
ard peanut vender turn leads inte 


the Latin-rhythm finale Quin, 


STANLEY, PITT 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 6. 
Max Adkins House Orch (16), 
Connie Boswell, Ray Bolger, Cappy 
Barra Boys (5), Shyrettos (3); ‘The 
Bugle Sounds’ (M-G). 





Second straight week of vaude for 
the Stanley, which for several 


; months has concentrated exclusively 


| straight crack 
|; marquee strength as well as 


on name bands, and it’s the second 
bill, too. Plenty of 
lenty 
of entertainment in the Connie 
Boswell-Ray Bolger combination, 
and with a couple of additional 
socko acts, it’s a show that rides out 
an hour to solid returns. When 


| caught at last performance this eve- 


and | 


nings (Friday) it was playing like a 
unit that had been together for 
months. Reported unevenness of the 


afternoon getaway had disappeared | 


completely. 


} 
Bolger, winding up p.a. tour prior 


into Rodgers and Hart 


ion of The Warrioi 


to going 
musical 


vers 


Continued from page 16 


and | 











Husband’ for Dwight Deere Wiman, 
remains just about the best eccentrie 
| dancing star in the business today, 
He combines the best features of 
| Will Mahoney and late Jack Dona- 
| hue with considerable of his own to 
| put on a display of legmania that’s 
|tops im anybody’s glossary of the 
hoofing great. 

Only a Connie Boswell, who fol- 
lows him, could turn the trick. and 
|at that Bolger gets away merely be- 
| cause he introduces her following his 
| smash turn. First time for the sing- 
jing star at this house (for that 
| matter, her first time im Pittsburgh), 
and gal’s husky, haunting eontralto 
from the stage is no letdown to those 
whose sole acquaintamce with her 
has been made via the air waves. 

Two other turns are in the groove, 
too. Shyrettos, two men and an s.a. 
blonde built like Betty Grable, get 
| the show off like a house afire with 
their nifty stunts on bicycles. Cappy 
Barra harmonica ensemble is bit of 
a letdown but boys quickly demon- 
strate their mouth organ wizardry to 
keep the layout rolling in jig time. 

Marquee potency of combination, 
together with Wailace Beery in 
M-G’s ‘Bugle Sounds’ on _ screen 
(he’s always b.o. here), was demon- 
strated by the activity of the house 
rope all day despite a cold, chill 
| downpour. Cohen. 





EMBASSY, N. Y. 


(NEWSREELS) 





Newsreel spectators now have 
their first lens-witness account of the 
attack om Pearl Harbor. The USS, 
Navy Depariment has released e- 
cerpts from the film that Al Brick, 
Movietone staff cameraman, took im- 
mediately after the attack. The pic- 
torial recital of the havoc is made 
the more harrowing by its obvious 
omissions. What the clip does show 
is the battleship Arizona enveloped 
in fire amd smoke, a mass of twisted 
steel; the destroyers Cassin and 
Downes destroyed, the battleship 
Oklahoma capsized, the target ship 
Utah also on its side. and wrecked 
hangars and planes. The Pearl Har- 
bor clip is prefaced with a vignette 
; om the perfidious diplomatic ramifica- 
| tions of the attack, showing that 
while Jap emissaries in Washington 
talked peace the Jap navy was mov- 
ing on Hawaii. 

Of the other War clips one—carry- 
ing. am emotional impact is Para- 
mount’s piece on the Lockheed air- 
plane plant which has adopted the 
| policy of giving immediate employ- 
ment to the widows of Pear] Harbor 
easualties. One of these employed 
widows speaks into the mike. RKO 
offers still another Pear] Harbor se- 
quel by way of shcp showing dis- 
i tribution of gas masks among civil- 
'ians of Hawaii and training in their 
use. 





Newsreel coverage of the war on 
domestic front includes the 
roundup by the FBI of enemy aliens 
in California (M-G), the arrival of 


our 


urvivors of ships that had been tor- 
pedoed by U-boats off the Atlantic 
and Pacific coasts (U and Par). the 
award of a posthumou medal to 
Lieut R. Ninninger witl al im- 
pressive commentatry by his father 
(Par), amd the presentation of a 
Navy E to a Brooklyn shell-manu- 
facturing firm for the speed with 


which it hos been turning out. orders 
(RKO). The tire problem receives 
oms lens comment from Paramount. 
A western rancher figurs out- 
wit tire thieves by putting |} Cr 
brand om his tires. An added entry 
on the lighter side RKO’s dis- 


he can 
ttle 


| closure of what the femme factory 
worker will wear. None other, it 
seems, but blue jeans. Odec. 








| 
Maestros’ Bally 
Centinued from page |= 


} 
| 
| 
| 











their utmost, on one-nighte! on the 
air, ete. to spread the gospel of 
physicai fitness. He pointed out that 
name leaders like the Dorseys, Glenn 


Miller, Goodman, et al, are looked up 


to the same as outstanding sports fig- 
ures are idolized and that a word 
from them would have the same 


effect as an endorsement of breakfast 
food by Joe DiMaggio. 

Sacks, who is to be ‘Coordinator of 
Music’ of the drive, that is, supere 
| vise the work of the bandleaders, 
| also invited musie publishers to the 
|luncheon. They are expected to dig 
/up tunes to further the ‘fitness’ 
theme. Sacks is to leave N.Y. April 
| 7 to set up supervisory boards under 
; his direction in Chicago and Los 
Angeles. 





S. C. 15G Nitery Fire 
Beaufort, S. C., Feb. 10. 

Golden Eagle tavern, well known 
| South Carolina coastal pleasure spot, 
| gutted by fire. 
| Damage $15,000. 
Hotel Adolphus Century Room, 
allas, will offer new ‘Ice Time’ re 
ne ; mines tomorrow ‘fF tay) 


; 
f 
: 
; 








LARIETY Wednesday, February 11, 1949 


GATING (000 


on the 








Coca-Cola Saturday Spotlight Show 


VICTOR and BLUEBIRD RECORDS 

















bi i : ; 


TOMMY DORSEY GLENN MILLER 
§-time winner, with “This Love of Mine” 2-time winner, with “Chattanooga Choo Choo” 
Victor Record No. 27508 Bluebird Record No. B11230 











_- .  MmMm@s 
SAMMY KAYE FREDDY MARTIN 
3-time winner, with “Remember Pearl Harbor” 4-time winner, with Tschaikowsky’s “Piano Concerto” 
Victor Record No. 27738 Bluebird Record No. B11211 


14. Wins out of 14. Programs 





MORAL: 
e World's Greatest Artists are on Victor and Bluebird Records 


A SERVICE OF THE RADIO CORPORATION OF AMERICA 
In Canada: RCA Victor Company, Ltd., Montreal 
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